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PREFACE 

TO THE FIRST GERMAN EDITION 


Although there is no lack of textbooks on the differential and 
integral calculus, the beginner will have difficulty in finding a 
book that leads him straight to the heart of the subject and gives 
him the power to apply it intelligently. He refuses to be bored 
by diffuseness and general statements which convey nothing to 
him, and will not tolerate a pedantry which makes no distinction 
between the essential and the non-essential, and which, for the 
sake' of a systematic set of axioms, deliberately conceals the 
facts to which the growth of the subject is due. 

True, it is easier to perceive defects than to remedy them. 
I make no claim to have presented the beginner with the ideal 
textbook. Yet I do not , consider the publication of my lectures 
superfiuous. In order and choice of material, in fundamental 
aim, and perhaps also in mode of presentation, they differ con- 
siderably, from the current literature. 

The reader will notice especially the complete break away 
from the out-of-date tradition of treating the differential calculus 
and the integral calculus separately. This separation, a mere 
result of historical accident, with no good foundation either in 
theory or in practical convenience in teaching, hinders the 
student from grasping the central point of the calculus, namely, 
the connexion between definite integral, indefinite integral, and 
derivative. With the backing of Felix Klein and others, the 
simultaneous treatment of differential calculus and integral 
calculus has steadily gained ground in lecture courses. I here 
attempt to give it a place in the literature. This first volume 
deals mainly with the integral and differential calculus for func- 
tions of one variable; a second volume will be devoted to 
functions of several variables and some other extensions of the 
calculus. 
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My aim is to exhibit the close connexion between analysis and 
its applications and, without loss of rigour and precision, to give 
due credit to intuition as the source of mathematical truth. 
The presentation of analysis as a closed system of truths without 
reference to their origin and purpose has, it is true, an aesthetic 
charm and satisfies a deep philosophical need. But the attitude 
of those who consider analysis solely as an abstractly logical, 
introverted science is not only highly unsuitable for beginners 
but endangers the future of the subject; for to pursue mathe- 
matical analysis while at the same time turning one’s back on its 
applications and on intuition is to condemn it to hopeless atrophy. 
To me it seems extremely important that the student should be 
warned from the very beginning against a smug and presumptu- 
ous purism; this is not the least of my purposes in writing this 
book. 

The book is intended for anyone who, having passed through 
an ordinary course of school mathematics, wishes to apply him- 
self to the study of mathematics or its applications to science 
and engineering, no matter whether he is a student of a univer- 
sity or technical college, a teacher, or an engineer. I do not 
promise to save the reader the trouble of thinking, but I do seek 
to lead the way straight to useful knowledge, and aim at making 
the subject easier to grasp, not only by giving proofs step by 
step, but also by throwing light on the interconnexions and 
purposes of the whole. 

The beginner should note that I have avoided blocking the 
entrance to the concrete facts of the differential and integral 
calculus by discussions of fundamental matters, for which he is 
not yet ready. Instead, these are collected in appendices to the 
chapters, and the student whose main purpose is to acquire the 
facts rapidly or to proceed to practical applications may post- 
pone reading these until he feels the need for them. The appen- 
dices also contain some additions to the subject-matter; they 
have been made relatively concise. The reader will notice, too, 
that the general style of presentation, at first detailed, is more 
condensed towards the end of the book. He should not, however, 
let Mmself be disheartened by isolated difficulties which he 
may find in the concluding chapters. Such gaps in understand- 
ing, if not too frequent, usually fill up of their own accord. 



PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 


When American colleagues urged me to publish an English 
edition of my lectures on the differential and integral calculus, 
I at first hesitated. I felt that owing to the difference between 
the methods of teacMng the calculus in Germany and in Britain 
and Aonerica a simple translation was out of the question, and 
that fundamental changes would be required in order to meet 
the needs of English-speaking students. 

My doubts were not laid to rest until I found a competent 
colleague in Professor E. J. McShane, of the University of 
Virginia, who was prepared not only to act as translator but also 
— after personal consultation with me — to make the improve- 
ments and alterations necessary for the English edition. 

Apart from many matters of detail the principal changes are 
these: (1) the English edition contains a large number of classified 
examples; (2) the division of material between the two volumes 
differs somewhat from that in the German text. In addition to 
a detailed account of the theory of functions of one variable, 
the present volume contains (in Chapter X) a sketch of the 
differentiation and integration of functions of several variables. 
The second volume deals in full with functions of several inde- 
pendent variables, and includes the elements of vector analysis. 
There is also a more systematic discussion of differential equa- 
tions, and an appendix on the foundations of the theory of real 
numbers. 

Thus the first volume contains the material for a course, in 
elementary calculus, while the subject-matter of the second 
volume is more advanced. In the first volume, however, there is 
much which should be omitted from a first course. These sec- 
tions, intended ‘ for students wishing to penetrate more deeply 
into the theory, are collected in the appendices to the chapters, 
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PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 

so that beginners can studj the book without inconvenience, 
omitting or postponing the reading of these appendices. 

The publication of this book in English has onlj been made 
possible by the generosity of my German publisher, Julius 
Springer, Berlin, to whom I wish to express my most cordial 
thanks. I have likewise to thank Blackie and Son, Ltd., who 
in spite of these difficult times have undertaken to publish this 
edition. Mv special thanks are due to the members of their 
technical stajS for the excellent (][uality of their work, and . to 
their mathematical editors, especially Miss W. M. Deans, who 
have relieved Prof. McShane and myself of much of the respon- 
sibility of preparing the manuscript for the press and reading 
the proofs. I am also indebted to many friends and colleagues, 
notably to Professor McClenon of Grinnell College, Iowa, to 
whose encouragement the English edition is due; and to Miss 
Margaret Kennedy, Newnham College, Cambridge, and Dr. 
Fritz John, who co-operated with the publisher’s staff in the 
proof-reading. 

E. COURANT. 

Cambridge, England, 

Jum, 1934. 


PREFACE 

TO THE SECOND ENGLISH EDITION 

This second edition differs from the first chiefly in the 
improvement and rearrangement of the examples, the addi- 
tion of many new examples at the end of the book, and the 
inclusion of some additional material on diflerential equations. 


New Rochelle, N.Y. 
June, 1937. 


R. COURANT. 
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DIFFERENTIAL AND 
INTEGRAL CALCULUS 


Introductory Remarks 

j 

\Yhen the beginner comes in contact with, the so-called higher 
mathematics for the first time, he is apt to be obsessed by the 
feeling that there is a certain discontinuity between school 
mathematics and university mathematics. This feeling ulti- 
mately rests on more than the historical circumstances which 
have caused university teaching to take a form difiering so widely 
from that of the school. For the very nature of the higher 
mathematics, or rather, of the modern mathematics, developed 
during the last three centuries, distinguishes it from the elemen- 
tary mathematics which wholly dominated the school curri- 
culum until recently and whose subject-matter was often taken 
over almost directly from the mathematics of the ancient 
Greeks. 

A leading characteristic of elementary mathematics is its 
intimate association with geometry. Even where the subject 
passes beyond the realm of geometry into that of arithmetic, 
the fundamental ideas still remain geometrical. Another feature 
of ancient mathematics is perhaps its tendency to concentrate 
on particular cases. Things which to-day we should regard as 
special cases of a general phenomenon are set down higgledy- 
piggledy without any visible relationship between them. Its 
intimate association with geometrical ideas and its stress on 
individual niceties give the older mathematics a charm of its 
own. Yet it was a definite advance when at the beginning pf 
the modern age in mathematics quite different tendencies de- 

(e79S:» 1 2 
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veloped, acting as the stimulus for a great expansion of the 
subject, which in spite of many improvements in detail had 
in a sense stood still for centuries. 

The fundamental tendency of all modern mathematics is 
towards the replacement of separate discussions of individual 
cases by more and more general systematic methods, which 
perhaps do not always do full justice to the individual features 
of a particular case, but which, owing to their generality and 
power, give promise of a wealth of new results. Again, the con- 
cept of number and the methods of analysis have come to occupy 
more and more independent positions and now dominate geometry 
entirely. These new tendencies towards the development of 
mathematics along a variety of lines are most clearly exhibited 
in the rise of analytical geometry, whose development is chiefly 
due to Fermat and Descartes, and of the difierential and integral 
calculus, which is generally regarded as having originated with 
Newton and Leibnitz. 

The three hundred years during which modern mathematics 
has existed have seen such important advances not only in pure 
mathematics, but in an immense variety of applications to 
science and engineering, that its fundamental ideas and above 
all the concept of a function have by degrees become very widely 
known and have eventually penetrated even into the school 
curriculum. 

In this book my aim has been to develop the most important 
facts in the differential and integral calculus so far that at the close 
the reader, although he may have had no previous knowledge of 
higher mathematics, may be well equipped on the one hand for 
the study of the more advanced branches and of the foundations 
of the subject, or on the other hand, for the manipulation of the 
calculus in the varied realms in which it is applied. 

I should like to warn the reader specially against a danger 
which arises from the discontinuity mentioned in the opening 
paragraph. The point of view of school mathenaatics tempts one 
to linger over details and to lose one’s grasp of general relation- 
ships and systematic methods. On the other hand, in the 
higher point of view there lurks the opposite danger of 
getting out of touch with concrete details, so that one is left 
helpless when faced with the simplest cases of individual difficulty, 
because in the world of general ideas one has forgotten how to 
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come to grips witli tlie concrete. Tiie reader must find Ids o^'n 
way of meeting tids dilemma. In this he can only succeed by 
repeatedly thinking out particular cases for himself and acquiring 
a firm grasp of the apphcation of general principles in particular 
cases; herein lies the chief task of anyone who wishes to pursue 
the study of Science. 




CHAPTER I 
Introduction 

Tlie differential and integral calculus is based upon two 
concepts of outstanding importance, apart from the concept of 
number, namely, tbe concept of function and the concept of 
limit. These concepts can, it is true, be recognized here and 
there even in the mathematics of the ancients, but it is only 
in modern mathematics that their essential character and signi- 
ficance are fully brought out. In this introductory chapter 
we shall attempt to explain these concepts as simply and 
clearly as possible. 

1. The Cor^TmuuM of Nuivibers 

The question as to the real ndJIure of numbers is one which 
concerns philosophers more than mathematicians, and philo- 
sophers have been much occupied with it. But mathematics 
must be carefully kept free from conflicting philosophical 
opinions; preliminary study of the essential nature of the con- 
cept of number from the point of view of the theory of know- 
ledge is fortunately not required by the student of mathematics. 
We shall therefore take the numbers, and in the first place the 
natural numbers 1, 2, 3, . . ., as given, and we shall likewise 
take as given the rules * by which we calculate with these 
numbers; and we shall only briefly recall the way in which the 
concept of the positive integers (the natural numbers) has had 
to be extended. 

* These rules are as follows: (a -f 6) + c = a + (6 + c). That is, if to the 
sum of two numbers a and b we add a third number c, we obtain the same 
result as when we add to a the sum of b and c. (This is called the associative 
law of addition.) Secondly, a + 6 = 6 + a (the commutative law of addition). 
Thirdly, (a6)c — a{bc) (the associative law of multiplication), fourthly, ab ^ ba 
(the commutative law of multiplication). Fifthly, a{h + c) = o6 + etc (the 
distributive law of multiplication).. 
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I. The System of Rational Numbers and the Need for its 
Extension. 

In the domain of the natural numbers the fundamental 
operations of addition and multiplication can always be per- 
formed without restriction; that is, the sum and the product of 
two natural numbers are themselves always natural numbers. 
But the inverses of these operations, subtraction and division, 
cannot invariably be performed within the domain of natural 
numbers; and because of this mathematicians were long ago 
obliged to invent the nmnber 0, the negative integers, and 
positive and negative fractions. The totality of all these numbers 
is usually called the class of rationed numh&rs, since they are all 
obtained from unity by using the “ rational operations of calcu- 
lation ”, addition, multiplication. 



Fig. I, — ^The number axis 


subtraction and division. 

Numbers are usually represented 
graphically by means of the points- 


of a straight line, the “ number axis by taking an arbitrary 


point of the line as the origin or zero point and another 
arbitrary point as the point 1; the distance between these two 


points (the length of the unit interval) then serves as a scale by 
which we can assign a point gn the line to every rational number, 
positive or negative. It is customary to mark off the positive 
numbers to the right and the negative numbers to the left 
of the origin (cf, fig. 1). If, as usual, we define the absolute 


value (also called the numerical value or modulus) | a | of 
a number a to be a itself when * a ^ 0, and to be —a when 
a <C 0, then | a | simply denotes the distance of the corresponding 
point on the number axis from the origin. 

The geometrical representation of the rational numbers by 
points on the number axis suggests an important property which 
is usually stated as follows: the set of rational numbers is every- 
wlme dense. This means that in every interval of the number 
axis, no matter how small, there are always rational numbers; 
geometrically, in the ^segment of the number axis between any 
two rational points, no matter how close together, there are points 
corresponding to rational numbers. This density of the rational 


* By the sign ^ we mean that either the sign > or the sign ■» fibjg l hold 
A corresponding statement holds for the signs ± and q: which wiU be nsed 
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aumbers at once becomes clear if we start from the fact that the 

numbers . . . , -i-, . , . become steadily smaller and 

2 2^ 2^ 2” 

approach nearer and nearer to zero as n increases. If we now 
divide the number axis into equal parts of length 1/2^, beginning 

12 3 

at the origin, the end-points ~ — , . , . of these intervals 
^ 2” 2'^ 2” 

represent rational numbers of the form m/2”; here we still have 
the number n at our disposal. If now we are given a fixed 
interval of the number axis, no matter how small, we need only 
choose n so large that 1/2” is less than the length of the interval; 
the intervals of the above subdivision are then small enough for 
us to be sure that at least one of the points of subdivision m/2” 
lies in the interval. 

Yet in spite of this property of density the rational numbers 
are not sufficient to represent every point on the number axis. 
Even the Clreek mathematicians recognized that when a given 
line segment of unit length is chosen there are intervals whose 
lengths cannot be represented by rational numbers; these are 
the so-called segments incommensurable with the unit. Thus, for 
example, the hypotenuse of a right-angled isosceles triangle with 
sides of unit length is not commensurable with the unit of length. 
For, by the theorem of Pythagoras, the square of this length I 
must be equal to 2. Therefore, if I were a rational number 
and consequently equal to pjq, where f and q are integers 
difierent from 0, we should have = 2q^. We can assume that 
p and q have no common factors, for such common factors could 
be cancelled out to begin with. Since, according to the above 
equation, is an even number, p itself must be even, say 
p= 2p\ Substituting this expression for p gives us ip'^ = 2q^, 
or q^ = 2p^^; consequently q^ is even, and so q is also even. 
Hence p^ and q both have the factor 2. But this contradicts our 
hypothesis that p and q have no common factor. Thus the 
assumption that the hypotenuse can be represented by a fraction 
pjq leads to contradiction , and is therefore false. 

; The above reasoning, which is a characteristic example of 
an indirect proof ”, shows that the S 3 rmbol -\/2 cannot corre- 
spond to any rational number. Thus we see that if we insist that 
after Choice of a unit interval every point of the number axis 
shall have a number corresponding to it, we are forced to extend 
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the domain of rational numbers by the introduction of new 
“ irrational ” numbers. This system of rational and irrational 
numbers, such that each point on the axis corresponds to just 
one number and each number corresponds to just one point or. 
the axis, is called the system of real numbers.* 

2 . Beal Numbers and Infinite Decimals. 

Our requirement that to each point of the axis there shall 
correspond one real number states nothing a priori about the 
possibility of calculating with these real numbers in the same 
way as with rational numbers. We establish our right to do 
this by showing that our requirement is equivalent to the 
following fact: the totality of all real numbers is represented 
by the totality of all finite and infinite decimals. 

We first recall the fact, familiar from elementary mathe- 
matics, that every rational number can be represented by a 
terminating or by a recurring decimal; and conversely, that every 
such decimal represents a rational number. We shall now show 
that to every point of the number axis we can assign a uniquely 
determined decimal (usually infimte), so that we can represent 
the irrational points or irrational numbers by infinite decimals. 
(In accordance with the above remark the irrational numbers 
must be represented by infinite non-recurring decimals, for ex- 
ample, O-lOllOlllO . . .). 

Suppose that the points which correspond to the integers 
are rnarked on the number axis. By means of these points the 
axis is subdivided into intervals or segments of length 1. In 
what foUows, we shall say that a point of the line belongs to an 
interval if it is an interior point or an end-point of the interval. 
Now let P be an arbitrary point of the number axis. Then the 
point belongs to one, or if it is a point of division to two of 
the above intervals. If we agree that in the second case the 
nght-hand one of the two intervals meeting at P is to be chosen, 
we have m aU cases an interval with end-points p and p -f 1 to 
wMch _P belongs, where ^ is an integer. This interval we 
subdivide mto ten equal sub-intervals by means of the points 

corresponding to the numbers ^ ^ -f , p + ^, and 

by ye?Sl^2^^ complexnumbers, obtained 
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we number these sub-intervals 0, 1, . . . , 9 in „tlie natural order 
from left to right. The sub-interval with the numbex 'a.then 

the end-points g + — and a + -f — . The po^infe ^ mllt Hbe" 

contained in one of these sub-intervals. (If P is one of the new 
points of division it belongs to two consecutive intervals; as 
before, we choose the one on the right.) Suppose that the interval 
thus determined is associated with the number %. The end- 


points of this interval then correspond to the numbers 5^ -r ^ 

and o-j- ~ This sub-interval we again divide into ten 

equal parts and determine that one to which P belongs; as be- 
fore, if P belongs to two sub-intervals we choose the one on the 
right. We thus obtain an interval with the end-points 

'2 


^ 10 102 ^ ^ 10 ^ 


4 - Jl where is one of the 
102 102’ 2 


digits 0, 1, . . . , 9. This sub-interval we again subdivide, and 
continue to repeat the process. After n steps we arrive at a sub- 
interval containing P, having length and with end-points 
corresponding to the numbers 

1 


^ 10 102 


. + and g+^ + ^- 
10 ^ ^10 102 


1 

10 ’^'^ lO’^* 


Here each a is one of the numbers 0, d, . . . , 9. But 


I I I 

10 102 10 ^^ 


is simply the decimal fraction The end-points 

of the interval, therefore, may also be written in the form 

g + and g+ O-aiUg . . . 

lu" 


If we consider the above process repeated indefinitely, we obtain 
an infinite decimal O-aqag . . . , which has the following meaning. 
If we break ofi this decimal at any place, say the n-th, the point 

P will lie in the interval of 
mating points) are 

1 

g+ O-ai^a . . . a„ and g+ * * • ^« + TF;* 


length ~ whose end-points (approxi- 



INTRODUCTION 


[Chap. 


In particular, the point corresponding to the rational number 
g -|_ . . . a„ will lie arbitrarily near to the point P if only 

n is large enough; for this reason the points g -j- 
are called approximating points. We say that the infinite decimal 
g ^ o-aiag ... is the real number cones f ending to the point P. 

Here we would emphasize the fundamental assumption that 
we can calculate in the usual way with the real numbers, and 
hence with the decimals. It is possible to prove this using 
only the properties of the integers as a starting-point. But 
this is no light task; and rather than allow it to bar our pro- 
gress at this early stage, we regard the fact that the ordinary 
rules of calculation apply to the real numbers as an axiom, 
on which we shall base the whole difierential and integral calculus. 

We here insert a remark concerning the possibility, in certain cases, of 
choosing the interval in two ways in the above scheme of expansion. From 
OUT construction it follows that the points of division arising in our 
repeated process of subdivision, and such points only, can be represented 
by finite decimals g 4- Let us suppose that such a point P 

first appears as a point of division at the ?i-th stage of the subdivision. 
Then according to the above process we have chosen at the ?i-th stage the 
interval to the right of P. In the following stages we must choose a sub- 
interval of this interval. But such an interval must have P as its left end- 
point. Therefore in aU further stages of the subdivision we must choose 
the first sub-interval, which has the number 0. Thus the infinite decimal 
corresponding to*P is g . . . aj)00 .... If, on the other hand, 

we had at the n-th stage chosen the left-hand interval containing P, then 
in all later stages of subdivision we should have had to choose the sub- 
interval farthest to the right, which has P as its right end-point. Such 
a sub-interval has the number 9, Thus for P we should have obtained a 
decimal expansion in which aU the digits from the {n -j- l)-th onward are 
nines. The double possibility of choice in our construction therefore corre- 
sponds to the fact that for example the number J has the two decimal 
expansions 0*25000 . . . and 0*24999 . - . . 


3. Expression of Numbers in Scales other than that of 10. 

In oui representation of the real numbers we made the 
number 10 play a special part, for each interval was subdivided 
into ten equal parts. The only reason for this is the widespread 
use of the decimal system. We could just as well have taken p 
equal sub-intervals, where p is an arbitrary integer greater 
than L We should then have obtained an expression of the 

form pf -f J- -f -j- . . . J where each b is one of the numbers 

p 
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0, 1, . . . , — 1. Here again we find that the rational numbers, 

and only the rational numbers, have recurring or terminating 
expansions of this kind. For theoretical purposes it is often 
convenient to choose ^ = 2. We then obtain the binary expan- 
sion of the real numbers, 


9 + 


2 ' 22 ' 


i 


where each b is either * 0 or L 

For numerical calculations it is customary to express the 
whole number g, which for simplicity we here take to be posi- 
tive, in the decimal system, that is, in the form 


0-f ao, 

where each is one of the digits 0, 1, . . , 9. Then for 

g 4- O-a^ag ... we write simply 


Similarly, the positive whole number g can be written in one and 
only one way in the form 

+ •+... + + , 


where each of the numbers is one of the numbers 0, 1, . . . , p — 1. 
This, with our previous expression, gives the following result: 
every positive real number can be represented in the form 


" i^o + 


^1- 

P 


2 1 


where and are whole numbers between 0 and p—1. Thus, 
for example, the binary expansion of the fraction ^ is 


* Even for numerical calculations the decimal system is not tUe best. The 
sexagesimal system (p ~ 60), with, which the Babylonians calculated, has the 
advantage that a comparatively large proportion of the rational numbers whose 
decimal expansions do not terminate possess terminating sexagesimal ex- 
pansions. 
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L Ineaiialities. 

Calculation with inequalities plays a far larger part in higher 
mathematics than in elementary mathematics. We shall there- 
fore briefly recall some of the simplest rules concerning them. 

If a 6 and c ^ d it follows that a -j- c ^ b -j- d, but nol 
that a — c>b—d. Moreover, if a > 6 it follows that ac > be, 
provided c is positive. On multiplication by a negative number 
the sense of the inequality is reversed. If a > b > 0 and 
c> d>0, it follows that ac > bd. 

For the absolute values of numbers the following inequalities 
hold: 

|a±6r^iaH-l6|, | a ± 6 [ ^ | a | j 6 |. 

The square of any real number is greater than or equal to zero. 
Therefore, if x and y are arbitrary real numbers 


or 


5. Schwarz’s Inequality. 

Let Ug, , . , , and b-^, • • • j t)e any real numbers. 

In the preceding inequality we make the substitutions 



16.1 


for i= 1, i= 2, . . i = n successively and add the resulting 
inequalities. On the right we obtain the sum 2, for 



+ ...+ 



If we divide both sides of the inequality by 2 we obtain 


♦ Here and hereafter the symbol Vx, where » > 0, denotes that positive 
unmoer whose square is a. 
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or finally 

i <^1^1 1 + t ^2^2 1 + • • • + 1 <^nK I ^ '' 

Since the expressions on both sides of this inequality are positive, 
we may square and then omit the modulus signs: 

(% + ^ 2^2 + • • • + ^ 4* • • • + (^n) (^i^+ . . . + 

This is the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality. 

Examples * 

1. Prove that the following numbers are irrational: {a) V3. (6) Vn, 

where n is not a perfect square. (c) -^3. (i)* a; = V2 -}- ^2. 

(e)* a; = V3 -f '^2. 

2. * In an ordinary system of rectangular co-ordinates, the points for 
which both co-ordinates are integers are called lattice 'points. Prove that 
a triangle whose vertices are lattice points cannot be equilateral. 

3. Prove the inequalities: 

(a) a; -f - : 2, a; > 0. (5) a; -f i ^ —2, a: < 0. 

X X 


0 . 


4. Show that if a > 0, ax^ -f c ^ 0 for all values of x if, and only 

if, — ac ^ 0. 

5. Prove the following inequalities: 

(а) -i- xy ^ 0. 

(б) * -f 4- . . . + 2/-” ^ 0. 

(c)* x^ — • -f 4a;® — 3a; -}- 1 ^ 

6. Prove Schwarz’s inequality by considering the expression 

(ttio; + 61 )® 4- {c^2^ -f . 4 ( V -r 

collecting terms and appljdng Ex. 4. 

7. Show that the equality sign in Schwarz’s inequality holds if, and 

only if, the a’s and &’s are proportional; that is, ca^ 4 = 0 for all v’s, 

where c, d are independent of v and not both zero. 

8. For = 2, 3, state the geometrical interpretation of Schwarz’s 
inequality. 

9. The numbers Yi, yg direction cosines of a line; that is, 

Yi® 4 Y 2 ^ = 1* Similarly, tji® 4 ~ I* Prove that the equation 

4 Y 2'^2 = 1 implies the equations Yi = Y 2 ~ '^ 2 * 

10. * Prove the inequality 


and state its geometrical interpretation. 


* The more difficult examples are indicated by an asterisk. 
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2. The Concept op Function 


1. Examples. 

(a) If an ideal gas is compressed in a vessel by means of a 
piston, the temperature being kept constant, tbe pressure p 
and tlie volume v are connected by tbe relation 

pv = 0, 

where C is a constant. This formula, called Boyle^s Law, states 
nothing about the quantities v and p themselves, but has the 
following meaning: if p has a definite value, arbitrarily chosen 
in a certain range (the range being determined physically and not 
mathematically), then v can be determined, and conversely: 

G 0 

p V 

We then say that v is a function of p, or in the converse case 
that is a function of v, 

(b) If we heat a metal rod, which at temperature 0® has length 
Iq, to the temperature 0°, then its length I will be given, on the 
simplest physical assumptions, by the law 


where the “ coefficient of expansion is a constant. Again 
we say that J is a function of 6. 

(c) In a triangle let the lengths of two sides, say a and 6, 
be given. If for the angle y between these two sides we choose 
any arbitrary value less than 180® the triangle is completely 
determined; in particular, the third side c is determined. In 
this case we say that if a and 6 are given c is a function of the 
angle y. As we know from trigonometry, this function is repre- 
sented by the formula 

c = V'(a2 + — 2a6 cos y). 

2. Formulation of the Concept of Function. 

In order to give a general definition of the mathematical 
concept of function, we fix upon a definite interval of our number 
scale, say the interval between the numbers a and 6, and con- 
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sider tEe totality of numbers x wEicE belong to tEis interval, 
that is, wEicE satisfy the relation 


If we consider tEe symbol x as denoting at will any of tEe 
numbers in tEis interval, we call it a {continuous) variable in tEe 
interval. 

If now to eacE value of a; in this interval tEere corresponds 
a single definite value wEere x and y are connected by any 
law whatsoever, we say that y is a function of x, and write sjun- 
bolically 

y==F(x), y-- 

or some similar expression. We tlien call x the independent 
variable and y the dependent variable, or we call x the argument 
of the fimction y. 

It should be remarked that for certain purposes it makes a 
difference whether in the interval from a to 6 we include the 
end-points, as we have done above, or exclude them; in the 
latter case, the variable x is restricted by the inequalities 

a <x <b. 

To avoid misunderstanding we may call the first kind of 
interval (including end-points) a closed interval, the second kind 
an open interval. If only one end-point and not the other is 
included (as for example a <x^b) we speak of an interval 
open at one end (in this case the end a). Finally, we may also 
consider open intervals which extend without bound in one 
direction or both. We then say that the variable x ranges over 
an infinite (open) interval, and write symbolically 

<00 or — oo<a;<6 or — oo<a;<<3o. 

f In the general definition of a function wMch is defined in an interval 
j nothing is said about the nature of the relation by which the depen- 
I Ident variable is determined when the independent variable is given. This 
I , relation may be as complicated as we please, and in theoretical investi- 
gations this wide generality is an advantage. But in applications, and in 
particular in the differential and integral calculus, the functions with 
which we have to deal are not of the widest generality; on the contrary, 
the laws of correspondence by which a value of ^ is assigned to each z 
are subject to certain simplifying restrictions. 
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S. GrrapMcal Representation. Continuity. Monotonic Functions, 

Natural restrictions of the general function-concept are 
suggested if we consider the connexion with geometry. The 
funLmental idea of analytical geometry is in fact that of giving 
a curve defined by some geometrical property a characteristic 
analytical representation by regarding one of the rectangular 
co-ordinates, say y, as a function y = f (^r) of the other co- 
ordinate x; for example, a parabola is represented by the func- 
tion y = the circle with radius 1 about the origin by the two 

functions y = V(1 V “ V(1 ““ 

example we may think of the function as defined in the infinite 
interval — oo < a; < oo ; in the second we must restrict ourselves 
to the interval — 1 ^ a; ^ 1, since 
outside this interval the function has 

no meaning (when x and y are real). 

^ ^7f Conversely, if instead of starting 

I with a curve determined geometrically 

j ^ we consider a given function y = f{x), 

0 ^ represent the functional de- 

Fig. 2 .— Rectangular axes pendeuce oi y oxi X graphically by 

making use of a rectangular co-ordinate system in the usual 
way (cf. fig. 2). If for each abscissa x we lay off the correspond- 
ing ordinate y==f{x), we obtain the geometrical representation 
of the function. The restriction which we now wish to impose 
on the function-concept is this: the geometrical representation 
of the function shall take the form of a ''reasonable’’ geo- 
metrical curve. This, it is true, implies a vague general 
idea rather than a strict mathematical condition. But we 
shall soon formulate conditions, such as continuity, differentia- 
bility, &c., which will ensure that the graph of a function has 
the character of a curve capable of being visualized geometri- 
cally. At any rate, we shall exclude a function such as the 
following: for every rational value of x, the function y has the 
value 1; for every irrational value of a?, the value of y is 0. 
This assigns a defimte value of y to each x\ but in every 
interval of a;, no matter how small, the value of y jumps from 
0 to 1 and back an infinite number of times. 

Unless the contrary is expressly stated, it will always be 
assumed that the law which assigns a value of the function to 
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each value of x assigns just one value of y to each value of x, as 
for example y = or If we begin with a curve 

given geometrically it may happen, as in the case of the circle 
y^ — 1, that the whole course of the curve is not given by 
one single (one-valued) function, but requires several functions — 
in the case of the circle, the two functions y ^/{l — x^) and 
y = — ^/(l — The same is true for the h5q)erbola 

^2 _ ^2 ™ 3^^ which is represented by the two functions 
y=^{\^x^) and y ~ — V(1 -f x^). Such curves therefore 
do not determine the corresponding functions uniquely. Conse- 
quently it is sometimes said that the function corresponding to 



the curve is multiple-valued. The separate functions representing 
the curve are then called the single-valued branches belonging 
to the curve. For the sake of clearness we shall henceforth 
use the word function ” to mean a single-valued function. 
In conformity with this, the symbol ^/x (for cr ^ 0) will always 
denote the non-negative number whose square is x. 

If a curve is the geometrical representation of one function 
it will be cut by any parallel to the ^-axis in at most one point, 
since to each point x in the interval of definition there corre- 
sponds just one value of y. Otherwise, as for example in the case 
of the circle which is represented by the two functions 


such parallels to the y-axis may intersect the curve in more than 
one point. The portions of a curve corresponding to difierent 
single-valued branches are sometimes so comected with each 

(e798) 3 
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other that the complete ciorve is a single figure which can be 
drawn with one stroke of the pen, e.g. the circle (cf. fig. 3), or, on 
the other hand, the branches may be completely separated, 

e.g. the hyperbola (cf. fig. 4). 

Here follow some further examples 
of the graphical representation of 
functions. 

(a) y = ax, 

^ y is proportional to x. The graph 
^ (cf. fig. 5) is a straight line through the 
origin of the co-ordinate system. 

Fig. 5 . — ^Linear functions y ~ * 6. 

y is a “ linear function ” of x. The graph is a straight line through the 
point a = 0, 2 / = 6, which, if a =t= 0, also passes through the point 
a; == —I (a, y=. 0, and if a = 0 runs horizontally. 

a 




y is inversely proportional to x. If in particular a = l, so that 



we find, for example, that 

jr = 1 for ® = 1, s, = 2 f or * = y = j for * = 2. 
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The graph (cf. fig. 6) is a curve, a rectangular hyperbola, symmetrical 
with respect to the bisectors of the angles between the co-ordinate 
axes. 

This last function is obviously not defined for the value a; = 0, since 
division by zero has no meaning. The exceptional point tr = 0, in whose 
neighbourhood there occur arbitrarily large values of the function, both 
positive and negative, is the simplest example of an infinite discontinuity, 
a subject to which we shall return later (cf. p. ol). 



The curves just considered and their graphs exhibit a property 
which is of the greatest importance in the discussion of functions, 
namely, the property of continuity. We shall later (§ 8, p. 49) 
analyse this concept in more detail; intuitively it comes to 
this, that a small change in x causes only a small change in y 
and not a sudden jump in its value; that is, the graph is not 
broken off. More exactly, the change in y remains less than any 
arbitrarily chosen positive bound, provided that the change in 
X is correspondingly small. 

A function which for all values of a; in an interval has the 
same value y = a is called a constant] it is graphically repre- 
sented by a horizontal straight line. A function y=f(x) such 
that throughout the interval in which it is defined an increase 
in the value of x always causes an increase in the value of y is 
called a monotonic increasing function; if, on the other hand, 
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an increase in tte value of x always causes a decrease in tlio 
value of y, the function is called a monotonic decreasing function. 
Such functions are represented graphically by curves which 
in the corresponding interval always rise (from left to right) or 
always fall (c£ fig. 9). 

If tlie curve represented by y=-f{x) is symmetrical with 
respect to the y-axis, that is, if a? = —a and a; = a give the same 
value for the function, or 

/(-^^) =/(^b 

we say that the function is an even function. For example, the 
function y=x^ is even (cf. fig. 7). If, on the other hand, the 



curve is symmetrical with respect to the origin, that is, if 


we call the function an odd function; for example, the functions 
y = X and y = x^ (cf . fig. 8) and y=^ljx are odd. 

4. Inverse Functions. 

Even in our first example on p. 14 it was made evident that 
a formal relationship between two quantities may be regarded 
in two different ways, since it is possible either to consider the 
first variable as a function of the second or to consider the second 
as a function of the first. If, for example, y = aa; + 6, where 
we assume that a =}= 0, a; is represented as a function of y by the 
equation x=={y—h)la. Again, the functional relationship 
represented by the equation y z=z can also be represent(^d by 
the equation x= +^/y, so that the function yz=zx^ amounts 
to the same thing as the two functions x = ^/y and a? = — ^ 
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Thus, when an arbitrary function y = f{x) is given we can attempt 
to determine a? as a fnnction of y, or, as we shall say, to replace 
the function y =f{x) by the inverse function f{y). 

Geometrically this has the following meaning: we consider 
the curve obtained by reflecting the graph of y=f{x) in the 
line bisecting the angle between the positive OJ-axis and the 
positive y-axis * (cf. fig. 10). This at once gives us a graphical 
representation of a: as a function of y and thus represents the 
inverse function x = 

These geometrical ideas, however, show us at once that a 



function y = f[x) defined in an interval has not a single-valued 
inverse function unless certain conditions hold. If the graph of 
the function is cut by a line y = c parallel to the a;-asis in more 
than one point, the value y = c will correspond to more than 
one value of x, so that the function cannot have a single- valued 
inverse function. This case cannot occur if y=^f{x) is con- 
tinuous and monotonic. For then fig. 10 shows us that to each 
value of 2 / in the interval y^yy^ there corresponds just one value of 
X in the interval x^xx^, and from the figure we infer that a func- 
tion which is continuous and monotonic in an interval alivays has 
a single-valued inverse function, and this inverse function is also 
continuous and monotonic, (For a rigorous proof, see p. 67.) 

* Instead of reflecting the graph in this way, we could first rotate the co- 
ordinate axes and the cnrve y =* /(a) through a right angle and then reflect 
the graph in the ic-axis. 
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3. More Detailed Study op the Elementary Functions 
1. The Eational Functions. 

Wo now pass on to a brief review of the elementary functions 
which the reader has already met with in his previous studies. 
The simplest types of function are obtained by repeated appli- 
cation of the elementary operations: addition, multiplication, 
subtraction. If we apply these operations to an independent 



variable % and any real numbers, we obtain the rational integral 
functions or polynomials: 

y — a^x 

The polynomials are the simplest and, in a sense, the basic 
functions of analysis. 

If we now form the quotients of such functions, that is, 
expressions of the form 

” 1 " + • • • + 


we obtain the general or fractional rational functions, which are 
defined at all points where the denonodnator differs from zero. 

The simplest rataonal mtegral function is the linear function 
y = ax 
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It is represented graphically by a straight line. Every quadratic function 
of the form 

y = ax^ + Sa; -f* c 

is represented by a parabola. The curves which represent rational integral 
functions of the third degree, 

y ~ ao(? hx^ cx d, 

are occasionally called parabolas of the third order, and so on. 

As examples, we give the graphs of the function y ~ for the 
indices n= 1, 2, 3, 4 in fig. 11. We see that for even values of n the func- 
tion y ^ satisfies the equation /(—a;) == f(x), and is therefore an even 
function, while for odd values of n the function satisfies the condition 
f(~~x) = —f(x)y and is therefore an odd function. 

The simplest example of a rational function which is not a polynomial 
is the function y — Ijx mentioned on p. 18; its graph is a rectangular 
hyperbola. Another is the function y= l/a^ (cf. fig. 12), 

2. Algebraic Functions. 

We are at once led away from the domain of rational func- 
tions by the problem of forming their inverses. The most impor- 
tant example of this is the introduction of the function ^x. 
We start with the function y = which for a; ^ 0 is mono- 
tonic. It therefore has a single- valued inverse, which we denote 
by the symbol x= or, interchanging the letters used for 
the dependent and independent variables, 

y = ^x = 

In accordance with the definition this root is always non-negative. 
In the case of odd values of n the function x'^ is monotonic for aU 
values of x, including negative values. Consequently for odd 
values of n we can also define \/x uniquely for aU values of x\ 
in this case is negative for negative values of x. 

More generally we may consider 

y=VB{x), 

where R{x) is a rational function. We arrive at further functions 
of similar type by applying rational operations to one or more 
of these special functions. Thus for example we may form the 
functions 


These functions are special cases of algebraic functions, (The 
general concept of an algebraic function caimot be defined here; 
see Chapter X.) 
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3, The Trigonometric Functions. 

^\Tiile the rational functions and the algebraic functions just 
considered are defined directly in terms of the elementary opera- 
tions of calculation, geometry is the source from which we 
first draw our knowledge of the other functions, the so-called, 
transcendental functions.^ We shall here consider the elementary 
transcendental functions, namely, the trigonometric functions, 
the exponential function, and the logarithm. 

In all higher analytical investigations where angles occur it 
is customary to measure these angles not in degrees, minutes, 

and seconds, but in radians. 
We place the angle to be 
measured with its vertex at the 
centre of a circle of radius 1, 
and measure the size of the 
angle by the length of the arc 
of the circumference which the 
angle cuts out. Thus an angle 
of 180° is the same as an 
angle of tt radians (has radian 
measure tt), an angle of 90° has 
radian measure 7r/2, an angle 
of 45 has radian measure 7r/4, an angle of 360° has radian 
measure Stt. Conversely, an angle of 1 radian expressed in 
degrees is 

180° 

, or approximately 67° 17' 45". 



Fig. 13. — ^The trigonometric functions 


Henceforward, whenever we speak of an angle x, we shall 
mean an angle whose radian measure is x. 

After these preliminary remarks we may briefly remind the 
reader of the meanings of the trigonometric functions sinx, 
cos a:, tana;, cota;.'}' These are shown in fig. 13, in which the angle 
X is measured from the arm 00 (of length 1), angles being reckoned 
positive in the counter-clockwise direction. The rectangular 


Tke woi^ transcendental ” does not mean amijiiing particularly deen or 
mjsteno^; It merely suggests tlie fact that definition of these functions by 
inea^ of^the elementaxy operations of calculations is not possible, guod 
ulgebrae v%res irairmmdit **. r f h 

fit is ^metimes convenient to introduce the functions secai = 1/cos*. 
cosec a? = l/sinas. ' * 
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co-ordinates of the point A at once give ns the functions cosiu 
and sin a;. The graphs of the functions sin a?, cosx, tana;, cot a; 
are given in figs. 14 and 15. 




4. The Exponential Function and the Logarithm. 

In addition to the trigonometric functions, the exponential 
function with the positive base a, 

and its inverse, the logarithm to the base a, 

are also regarded as elementary transcendental functions. In 
elementary mathematics it is customary to pass over certain 
inherent difficulties in the definition of these functions, and we 
too shall postpone the exact discussion of the functions until 
we have better methods at our disposal (cf. Chapter III, § 6, 
pp. 167-177, and also p. 191). We can, however, at least 
state the basis of the definitions here. If x^'pjq is a 
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rational number (where p and q are positive integers), then — 
the number a being assumed positive — we define as 
\/aP = where the root, accoring to convention, is to be 
taken as positive. Since the rational values of x are everjwrhere 
dense, it is natural to extend this function so as to make it a 
continuous function defined for irrational values of x also, giving 
values to a® when x is irrational which are continuous with the 
values already defined when x is rational. This gives us a con- 
tinuous function y = a®, the exponential function which 
for all ratioml values of x gives the value of a® found above. 
That this extension is actually possible and can be carried out 
in only one way we meanwhile take for granted; but it must 
be borne in mind that we still have to frove that this is so.* 

The function x — log^y 

can then be defined for > 0 as the inverse of the exponential 
function. 


Examples 

1. Plot the graph of = jc®. From this, without further calculation, 
find the graph oiy= 

2. Sketch the following graphs, and state whether the functions are 
even or odd; 

(а) y = sin 2a:. 

(б) y = 6 cos a;. 

(c) y — sino: + coscr. 

{d) y sina; sin 2a;. 

(6) 2 / = sin(a; -f tt). 


[g) y = tana; — x. 

3. Sketch the graphs of the following functions, and state whether the 
functions are (1) monotonic or not, (2) even or odd: 

(a) y — o^{--cc<:x< 00 ), 

(h) t/ = a;2 ( 

(c) ^ = «(— 1 

y 

(e) y = Va ;2 ^ a; ^ 1). 

(/) ^ = 1 a; — 1 [ (— CO < X < oo). 

(y) y==lx^^4x+2l(^4^x^3). 

W y = (—«>< X < 00 ), where [a;] means the greatest integer 

which does not exceed x; that is, [a;] g a; < [a;] + 1. 

* Cf. pp. 70 and 173. 
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(i) ^ = a; — [x] ( — 00 < a; < 00 ). 

(i) Vx-- M (— 00 < a; < 00 ). 

(^) 2/ = a; + V ; — [a;] (— 00 < a; < 00 ). 

{ 1 ) y=\x- I -f I 

00). 

Which two of these functions are identical? 

4. A body dropped from rest falls approximately 16 ft. in if sec. If 
a ball falls from a window 25 ft. above ground, plot its height above ground 
as a function of t for the first 4 sec. after it starts to fall. 

4. Functions op an Integral Variable. Sequences 
OE Numbers 

Hitherto we have considered the independent variable as a 
continuous variable, that is, as varying over a complete interval. 
However, numerous cases occur in mathematics in which a quan- 
tity depends only on an integer, a number n which can take 
the values 1, 2, 3, . . . . Such a function we call a function 
of an integral variable. This idea will most easily be grasped 
by means of examples. 

1. The sum of the first n integers, 

S^[n) = l-f-24-3-{-4-}-...-r?^ = hn{n -- lb 
is a function of n. Similarly, the sum of the first n squares, 

S^(n) = 12 4. 22 -f 32 + . . . -h 
is a function * of the integer n. 

* This last sum may easily be represented as a simple rational expression 
in n in the following way. We begin with the formula 
(v + 1)2 - v® - 3v2 + 3v + 1, 

write down this equation for the values v = 0, 1, 2, . . . , ?i, and add. We 
thus obtain 

{n + 1)2 = ZS^ + 3/Si + + 1; 

on substituting the formula just given for this becomes 


so that 


By a similar process the functions 
8^{n) « + 5 

8^{n) « P + i 


1 ). 


can be represented as rational functions of n. 
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2. Other simple functions of integers are the expression 

7t\ 

and the binomial coefficients 

n{n — 1) . . , (n — h 1) ^ 

kl h\(n — h)\ 


for a fixed value of h 

3. Every whole mimber n > 1 which is not a prime number is divisible 
by more than two positive integers, while the prime numbers are divisible 
only by themselves and by 1. We can obviously consider the number 
T(n) of divisors of w as a function of the number n itself. For the first 
few numbers this function is given by the following table: 

7^=123456789 10 11 12 
T(n) =122324243 4 2 6 

• 4. A function of this type which is of great importance in the theory 
of numbers is 77 ( 71 ), the number of primes which are less than the number 
77. Its detailed investigation is one of the most interesting and attractive 
problems in the theory of numbers. Here we merely mention 
the principal result of these investigations: the number 77 ( 77 ) is given 
approximately, for large values of n, by the function * Ti/logw, where by 
logn we mean the logarithm to the “natural base” e, to be defined later 
(pp. 168, 174). 

Functions of an integral variable usually occur in tbe form 
of so-called sequences of numbers. By a sequence of numbers we 
understand an ordered array of infinitely many numbers a^, a^, 
ag, . . . , . . . , {not necessarily all different), determined by 

any law ivhatever. In other words, we are dealing simply with 
a function a of tbe integral variable n', tbe only difierence is tbat 
we are using tbe index notation instead of tbe symbol a{n). 

Examples 

1. Prove that 2® . -f = (1 + 2 -f- . . , + n)\ 

2. From the formula for “h •••“{“ 77 ^, find a formula for 

1® ~ 3^ -b 52 4- . . . -f (277 -b 1)2. 

3. Prove the following properties of the binomial coefficients: 


number 7 r(n) by the number 77/log 77 differs 
arbitrarily httle from 1 , provided only that 77 is large enough. 
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4. Evaluate the following sums: 

(a) 1.2 + 2.3 + ... + n(n + 1). 

(c) — 4- — — !-•..+ 

P.22 22.32 ^ ^ nHn + 1)2 


5. A sequence is called an arithmetic progression of the first order 
if the difierences of successive terms are constant. It is called an arith- 
metic progression of the second order if the differences of successive terms 
form an arithmetic progression of the first order; and in general, it is 
called an arithmetic progression of order k if the differences of successive 
terms form an arithmetic progression of order {k — • 1). 

The numbers 4, 6, 13, 27, 50, 84 are the first six terms of an arithmetic 
progression. What is its order? What is the eighth term? 

6. Prove that the %-th term of an arithmetic progression of the second 
order can be written in the form an^ -f 6?^ -f c, where a, 6, c are inde- 
pendent of n. 


7.* Prove that the ^-th term of an arithmetic progression of order h 
can be written in the form an^ -f + . . . -f- pri 4- g, where 
a, h, , . , , p, q are independent of n. 

Find the ^i-th term of the progression in Ex. 5. 


5. The Concept op the Limit op a Sequence 

The fundamental concept on which the whole of analysis 
ultimately rests is that of the limit of a sequence. We shall first 
make the position clear by consideriug some examples. 


We consider the sequence 

Oi -1, a^--, 

No number of this sequence is zero; but we see that the larger the number 
n is, the closer to zero is the number a„. If, therefore, we mark off around 
the point 0 an interval as small as we please, then from a definite index 
onward all the numbers will faU in this intervaL This state of affairs 
we express by saying that as n increases the numbers tend to 0, or that 
they possess the limit 0, or that the sequence cq, a^, . converges to 0. 

If the numbers are represented as points on a line this means that the 
points l/n crowd closer and closer to the point 0 as increases. 
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The situation is similar in the case of the sequence 

1 1 1 
1. fZo = --- = , . . • , CL 


Here, too, the numbers tend to zero as n increases; the only difference 
is that the numbers are sometimes greater and sometimes less than the 
limit 0; as we say, they oscillate about the limit. 

The convergence of the sequence to 0 is usually expressed 
symbolically by tbe equation 

lim == 0, 

^ oo 

or occasionally by tbe abbreviation 

dn. 0 . 


2 . 



1 

2 m* 


In the preceding examples, the absolute value of the difference be- 
tween and the limit steadily becomes smaller as n increases. This is not 
necessarily the case, as is shown by the sequence 

1 1 1 1 1 

— 1, O3 — ^4 —2’ ^6 — 2 


that is, in general, for even values n = 2m, = 1 /m, for odd 

values n= 2 m — If a^ — 02772—1= l/ 2 m. This sequence also has a limit, 
namely, zero; for every interval about tbe origin, no matter how 
small, will contain aU tbe numbers from a certain value of n onward; 
but it is not true that eveiy number lies nearer to the limit zero than the 
preceding one. 


3 . a„ 


n 

n+1 


We consider the sequence 
1 2 


■ n + 1 ’ ' ‘ ' 


where the integral index n takes all the values 1, 2, 3, . . . . If we write 


we see at once that as n increases the number will 


approach closer and closer to the number 1, in the sense that if we mark 
off any interval about the point 1 aU the numbers following a certain 
Ojy must fall in that interval. We write 


Mm : 1. 
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The sequence 


behaves in a s im ilar way. This sequence also tends to a limit as n in- 
creases, to the limit 1, in fact; in symbols, lim = 1 . We see this 
most readily if we write tz-^-qo 




here we need only show that the numbers tend to 0 as w increases. 
Now for all values of n greater than 2 we have n 2 <2n and 
n \ ^ Hence for the remainder we have 


0 



2 ), 


from which we see at once that tends to 0 as 71 increases. Our discussion 
at the same time gives an estimate of the amount by which the number 
(for n> 2) can at most differ from the limit 1 ; this difference cer- 
tainly cannot exceed ^jn. 

The example just considered illustrates the fact, which we should 
naturally expect, that for large values of n the terms with the highest 
indices in the numerator and denominator of the fraction for pre- 
dominate and that they determine the limit. 


Let p be any fixed positive number. We consider the sequence ai, 
Us, . . , where 


We assert that lim = lim ij/p = 1. 

We can prove this very easily by using a lemma which we shall find 
useful for other purposes also. 

If 1 -\-h is a positive number {that is, i/ h > — 1 ), and n is an integer 
greater than 1 , then 

(1 + > 1 + ( 1 ) 

Let us suppose that the inequality ( 1 ) is already proved for a certain 
value m > 1; we multiply both sides by (1 + A) and obtain 

(1 4 - -hyrH-i > (1 4 - wzA) (1 + A) = 1 + (w + 1)^ + rnhK 

If, on the right, we omit the positive term mh^ the inequality remains 
valid. We thus obtain 

• 1-f (m+ 1)A. 

This, however, is our inequality for the index m -f 1. It follows therefore 
that if the inequality holds for the index m it holds for the index w + 1 
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also. Since it holds for m = 2, it holds also for m = 3 , hence for m= 4 :, 
and so on; therefore it holds for every index. This is a simple example 
of a proof by mathematical induction, a type of proof which is often useful. 

Returning to our sequence, we distinguish between the case ^5 > 1 
and the case p <l (if ^ = 1, then ^ p \s. also equal to 1 for every n, 
and our statement becomes trivial). 

If p> I, will also be greater than 1 ; we put ^ I 

where is a positive quantity depending on n, and by the inequality (1) 
we have 

from which it at once follows that 


We therefore see that as n increases the number must tend to 0 , which 
proves that the numbers converge to the limit 1 , as stated. At the 
same time we have a means for estimating how close any is to the limit 1; 
the difference between and 1 is certainly not greater than {p — l)/7^. 

If p < 1, then Vp wiU likewise be less than 1 and therefore may be 
taken equal to 1/(1 -j- where is a positive number. From this it 
follows, using the inequality (1), that 

1 1 


(By making the denominator smaller we increase the fraction.) It follows 
that 

1 -f nh^ ^ , 

V 

and therefore ^ 

From this we see that tends to 0 as w increases. As the reciprocal 
of a quantity tending to 1, \/p itself tends to 1. 

5 . — a". 

We consider the sequence cc„ = a”, where a is fixed and n runs through 
the sequence of positive integers. 

First, let oc be a positive number less than 1. We may then put 
a == 1/(1 4- where h is positive, and inequality (1) gives 

j. 

’ nh' 

Since the number h, and consequently Ijh, depends only on a, and does 
not change as n increases, we see that as n increases oc^ tends to 0: 

Mm == 0 (0 < a < 1). 

00 
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The same relationship holds when a is zero, or negative but greater than — 1, 
This is immediately obvious, since in any ease lim | a ]^ — 0. 

n— > 00 

If a ~ 1, then wiU obviously be always equal to- 1, and we shall 
have to regard the number 1 as the limit of 

If a > 1, we put a = 1 + where h is positive, and at once see from 
our inequality that as n increases a" does not tend to any delSnite Limit, 
but increases beyond all bounds. We express this state of affairs by saying 
that a” tends to infinity as n increases, or that becomes infinite; in 
symbols, 

lim oc^ — cc (a > 1). 

«— >00 

Nevertheless, as we must explicitly emphasize, the symbol cc does not 
denote a number with xohich we can calculate as with any other number; 
equations or statements which express that a quantity is or becomes 
infinite never have the same sense as an equation between definite quanti- 
ties. In spite of this, such modes of expression and the use of the symbol 
CO are extremely convenient, as we shall often see in the following pages. 

If cc = -—1, the values of aP' will not tend to any limit, but as n runs 
through the sequence of positive integers it will take the values 1 and — 1 
alternately. Similarly, if a < —1 the value of aP will increase numerically 
beyond all bounds, but its sign will be alternately positive and negative. 


6. Geometrical Illustration of 
the Limits of aP and ^ p. 

If we consider the curves y = x^ 
and y = x and restrict 

ourselves for the sake of con- 
venience to non-negative values of 
X, the preceding limits are illus- 
trated by figs. 16 and 17 respec- 
tively. In the case of the curves 
y we see that in the interval 
from 0 to 1 they approach closer 
and closer to the a;-axis as n in- 
creases, while outside that interval 
they climb more and more steeply 
and draw in closer and closer to a 
fine parallel to the t^-axis. All the 
curves pass through the point with 
co-ordinates x — 1, y=1 and 

through the origin. 



Fiff. 1 6. — as n increases 


In the case of the functions y = = 4 - the curves approach 

' closer and closer to the line paraUel to the a-axis and at a distance 1 above 
it. On the other hand, all the cixrves must pass through the origin. Hence 
in the limit the curves approach the broken line consisting of the part of 
(e798) 4 
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the beWeen the points y = 0 and y == 1 and of the parallel to 

the a;-axis y = 1. Moreover, it is clear that the two figures are closely 
related, as one would expect from the fact that the functions y = '\/^ 
are actually the inverse functions of the n-th powers, from which we infer 
that each figure is transformed into the other on reflection in the line 
y = x. 



7. The Geometric Series. 

An example of a limit which is more or less familiar from elementary 
mathematics is the geometric series 

1 + 2 + 

the number q is called the common ratio of the series. The value of this 
sum may, as is well known, be expressed in the form 

1 - 


provided that g =|= 1; we can derive this expression by multiplying the 
sum 8^ by q and subtracting the equation thus obtained from the original 
equation, or we may verify the formula by division. 

The question now arises, what happens to the sum 8^ when n increases 
indefinitely? The answer is this: the sum 8^ has a definite limit 8 if 
q lies between —1 and +1, these end values being excluded, and it is 
then true that 


8 — Ihn 8„ 


1 

l^q 


In order to verify this statement we write the numbers in the form 
1 ~ g” 1 q^ 

~ We have already shown that provided 



LIMIT OF A SEQUENCE 


35 


qu 

I g I < 1 the quantity g”, and with it , tends to 0 as w increases; 

1 — g 

hence with the above assnmption the nnmber 8 ^ tends, as was stated, 
to the liniit as n increases. 


1 • 

The passage to the limit lim (1 -f g + gS g”“i) = 


1 


1 > 


usually expressed by saying that when | ^ | < 1 the geometric series can 
be extended to infinity and that the sum of the infinite geometric series 

.1 

IS the expression . 

1 g 

The sums 8^ of the finite geometric series are also called the partial 
sums of the infinite geometric series 1 + ^ -r 2^ -h • • • • (We must draw 
a sharp distinction between the sequence of numbers 8 j, 82 , 8 ^, , 

and the geometric series.) 

The fact that the partial sums of the geometric series tend to the 

limit 8 = as n increases may also be expressed by saying that the 

1 - g ^ 


infinite geometric series 1 + g + g^ + . • • converges to the sum 8 ■■ 
when j g I <1. 


1-1 


8 . V 

We shall show that the sequence of numbers 

CTj — - 1 , 0/2 ““ 2 , CI 3 • • • » ^<n • • • 

tends to 1 as % increases, i.e. that 


Here we make use of a slight artifice. Instead of the sequence = yn 

we first consider the sequence &„== When n > 1 

the term is also greater than 1. We can therefore put 6^ = 1 H- h^, 
where h^ is positive and depends on w. By inequality (1), p. 31, we 
therefore have 


so that 


_ ^/n “1 , . Vw 1 
' n V»* 


We now have 


The right-hand side of this inequality obviously tends to 1, and therefore 
so does 
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9. + 1 — V^' 

We assert that Hm {Vn + 1 — Vn) = 0. 

To prove this we need only write the expression under discussion in the 
form 

1 — Vn) (Vn4* 1 + Vw) 1 

Vn-fl— Vn= 

Vn-f ■ 

we see at once that this expression tends to 0 as n increases. 


Let a be a number greater than 1. We assert that as n increases the 
sequence of numbers = — tends to the limit 0. 

As in the case oi \/n above we consider the sequence 


We put Va = 1 -f- Here h > 0, since a and hence Va is greater than 1. 
By inequality (1), p. 31, we have 

= (1 + > 1 -f> nh, 

, , — V n , Vn _ Vn 1 

sothat 

Hence 

Since is positive and the right-hand side of this equation tends to 0, 
we see that must also tend to 0. 


Examples 


L Prove that lim 

n — ^ X 


n2-fn-l 1 


-. == Find an IS such that for n > 

1 O 

the difference between and ~ is (a) less than (h) less than 

OTl i O 

c) leas than t ct^ooo . 


2. Mnd the limits of the following expressions as ji w ; 
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(«) - ^ 

n^ + Sn+1 

67^2 -f 2n + 1 

' + < 


3. Prove that lim * = 1. 

4. Prove that lim = 0. Find an N such that — < — - whenever 

> N. 2 ” 1000 

5. Find numbers N^, iVg, such that: 

^ 1 

(“) ^ < for every n > N-^; 

'it 1 

5i < ITS ^ ^ 


6. Do the same thing for the sequence 4- 1 — Vn, 

7. Prove that lim ( V?^ + 1 ~ V'?^) ( Vtz -f i) = i* 


8. Prove that lim {y'ii -f 1 — = 0. 

n — ^ CO 
10” 

9. Let = (a) To what limit does converge? (6) Is the 

n\ 

sequence monotonic? (c) Is it monotonic from a certain n onwards? 
(d) Give an estimate of the difference between and the limit, (e) From 
what value of n onwards is this difference less than x^? 

Tii 

10. Prove that lim —1 = 0. 

«_>oo w” 


11. Prove that lim ^ -f . . . + !!l^ = 1. 

„->eo w wV 2 

t hm /"i 

n — > 00 \W 


12. Prove that 

13. Prove that lim f-4- 

14. * Prove that 


(^^ + 1)2 


-f- - . . 


1 

(2?l)2 




15. Prove that if a and I are positive, the sequence 
converges to a* Similarly, for any h fixed positive numbers ^25 • • • » 
prove that + ^ 2 ” + • • • + converges, and find its limit. 
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16. Prove that the sequence VS, V2V2,V2V2V2 converges. 

Find its limit. 

17. * If v{ 7 i) is the number of distinct prime factors of n, prove that 
lim = 

n— ^ 00 71 

6. Further Discussion of the Concept of Limit 

1. First Definition of Convergence. 

From the cases discussed in the last section we are led to 
form the following general concept of limit: 

If an infinite sequence of numbers ag, a 35 . . . , a^, . - . is 
given and if there is a number I such that every interval, no matter 
hoiv small, marhed off about the point I contains all the points 
except for a finite number at most, we say that the number I is the 
limit of the sequence a^, ag, . . . , or that the sequence a 2 , . . . 
converges to 1; in sjunbols, lim Here we expressly remark 

n *->■ CO 

that this includes the trivial case in which all the numbers 
are equal to one another and hence also coincide with the limit. 

Instead of the above we may use the following equivalent 
statement: 

If any positive nuynber e be assigned — no matter how small — 
a whole number N = N(€) can be found such that from the index 
N onward {i.e, for n>N(€)) it is always true that | — Z| 

< e. Of course it. is as a rule true that the bound N{€) will 
have to be chosen larger and larger as smaller and smaller 
values of € are chosen; in other words, N{€) will increase 
beyond all bounds as e tends to 0. 

It is important to remember that every convergent sequence 
is bounded; that is, to every sequence Ug, a^, . . . for which 
a limit I exists there corresponds a positive number M, inde- 
pendent of n, such that for all the terms of the sequence the 
inequality j ] < M is valid. 

This theorem readily foEows from our definition. We choose 
€ equal to 1; then there is an index N such that for > 2V it is 
true that j — I ] < 1. Amongst the numbers 

let A be the largest. We can then put If == | i! | -f J -f l. For 
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by the definition of A the inequality | — Z | < 4 + 1 cer- 
tainly holds for = 1, 2, . . . , forn > M 


A sequence which does not converge is said to be divergent 
If as n increases the numbers increase beyond all bounds 
we say that the sequence diverges to +00, and, as we have 
already done occasionally, we write lim a„ = .oo. Similarly, we • 

n —^ 00 

write lim a„ = — co if as n increases the numbers — increase 

n— >■ 00 

beyond all bounds in the positive direction. But divergence 
may manifest itself in other ways, as, for example, in the case of 
the sequence 1, a^— <23= —1, (24=+!, 

whose terms swing to and fro between two different values.* 

In all the examples given above it has happened that 
the limit of the sequence considered is a known number. If 
the concept of limit yielded nothing more than the recognition 
that certain known numbers can be approximated to as closely 
as we like by certain sequences of other known numbers, we 
should have gained very little from it. The fruitfulness of the 
concept of limit in analysis rests essentially on the fact that 
limits of sequences of known numbers provide a means of dealing 
with other numbers which are not directly known or expressible. 

The whole of higher analysis consists of a succession of ex- 
amples of this fact, which wiU become steadily clearer to us in the 
following chapters. The representation of the irrational numbers 
as limits of rational numbers may be regarded as a first example. 
In this section we shah become acquainted with further ex- 
amples. Before we take up this subject, however, we shall 
make a few preliminary general remarks. 

2. Second (Intrinsic) Definition of Convergence* 

How can we tell that a given sequence of numbers ag, 
ag, . . . , . . . converges to a limit, even when we do not know 

beforehand what that limit is? This important question is an- 
swered for us by Cauchy’s convergence test'\ 

* Another nseful remark: the behaviour of a sequence as regards conver- 
gence is unaltered if we omit a finite number of the terms iz„. In what follows 
we shall frequently make use of this, speaking of the convergence or divergence 
of series in which the term a„ is unde^ed for a finite number of values of 
f Sometimes referred to as the general principle of convergence. 
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We say that a sequence of numbers ^ 2 , . . . , • • • is 

intrmsicdly convergent if to every arbitrarily small positive 
number e there corresponds a number N = W(e), usually de- 
pending on 6, such that | | provided that n and m 

are both at least equal to Wfe). Cauchy’s convergence test can 
then be expressed as follows: 

Every intrinsically convergent sequence of numbers possesses 
a limit. 

The importance of Cauchy’s test lies in the fact that it allows 
us to speak of the limit of a sequence after considering the se- 
quence itself, without any further information about the limit. 

The converse of Cauchy’s test is very easy to prove. For 
if the sequence a^, ... tends to the limit Z, then by the 
definition of convergence we have 


where e is a positive quantity as small as we please, provided 
orJy that m and n are both large enough; therefore 

I I = i (^ — v) — — «n) I ^ U — a™ I + I ^ — a. 

Since e can be chosen as small as we please, this inequality ex- 
presses our statement. 

Cauchy’s test itself becomes intuitively obvious if we think 
of the numbers as represented on the number axis. It then states 
that a sequence certainly has a limit if after a certain point N 
all the terms of the sequence are restricted to an interval 
which can be made arbitrarily small by choosing W large enough. 

In the appendix we shall show how Cauchy’s test can be 
]3roved by purely analytical methods. For the time being we 
accept it as a postulate. 

3. Monotonic Se(iuences. 

The question whether a given sequence converges to a limit 
is particularly easy to answer when the sequence is a so-called 
7nonotonic sequeme; that is, if either every number of the sequence 
is larger than the preceding number (monotonic increasing se- 
quence) or else every number is smaller than the preceding 
number (monotonic decreasing sequence). We have the following 
theorem: 
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Every monotonic increasing sequence whose terms are bounded 
above {that is^ lie below a fixed number) possesses a limit; simi- 
larly, every monotonic decreasing sequence whose terms never fall 
below a certain fixed bound possesses a limit For tie present 
we siall regard these results as obvious, merely referring the 
student to the rigorous proof in the appendix (p. 61). A con- 
vergent monotonic increasing sequence must, of course, tend 
to a limit which is greater than any term of the sequence, while 
in the case of a convergent monotonic decreasing sequence the 
numbers tend to a limit which is smaller than any number of the 
sequence. Thus, for example, the numbers Ijn form a mono- 
tonic decreasing sequence with the limit 0, while the numbers 
1 — 1/n form a monotonic increasing sequence with the limit 1. 

In many cases it is convenient to replace the condition 
that a sequence shall increase monotonically by the weaker 
condition that the terms of the sequence shall never decrease; 
in other words, to allow successive terms of the sequence to 
be equal to one another. We then speak of a monotonic non- 
decreasing sequence, or of a monotonic increasing sequence in the 
wider sense. Our theorem on limits remains true for such 
sequences, and also for sequences which are monotonic non- 
increasing or monotonic decreasing in ike wider sense. 

4. Operations with Limits. 

We conclude with a remark concerning calculations with 
limits. From the definition of limit it follows almost at once 
that we can perform the elementary operations of addition, 
multiplication, subtraction, and division according to the follow- 
ing rules: 

If (^ 2 , ... is a sequence with the limit a and 6^, b^, . . . is 
a sequence with the limit b, then the sequence of numbers 
Cn = + K also has a limit, and 

lim c^ — a -f-b. 

The sequence of numbers c„ = a„b„ likewise converges, and 

lim c„ = ah. 

«—> CO 

Similarly, the sequence c^ = converges, and 

lim = a — i. 

n-->oo 
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Pro^dded the limit 5 differs from 0, the numbers ^ also 
converge, and have the lirmt “ 

Hm c„ = ?. 

n-^QO 0 

In words: we can interchange the rational operations of calcu- 
lation with the process of forming the limit; that is, we obtain 
the same result whether we first perform a passage to the limit 
and then a rational operation or vice versa. 

For the proof of these simple rules it is sufficient to give one 
example; using this for a model, the reader can establish the 
other statements for himself. We consider e.g. the multipli- 
cation of limits. The relations a^-^a and 6 amount to 
the following: if we choose any positive number e, we need 
only take n greater than where N — N(e) is a sufficiently 
large number depending on e, in order to have both 

\a — an \ < ^ and | 6 — | < €. 

If we write ah — — &n) and recall that 

there is a positive bound M, independent of n, such that | | < M, 

we obtain 

\ab~ a^hr,\^\h | a— | + | | | & — | < (| 6 | + M) 6. 

Since the quantity {\b\ M)^ can be made arbitrarily small 

by choosing € small enough, we see that the difference between 
ah and actually becomes as small as we please for all suffi- 
ciently large values of n, which is precisely the statement made 
in the equation 

ah = lim 

CO 

By means of these rules many limits can be evaluated very easily; 
for example, we have « 


llTTO 

5 72.2 -h w q- 1 


lim 


since in the second expression the passages to the limit in numerator and 
denominator can be made directly. 

Another simple and obvious rule is worth stating. If 
lim == a and lim = b, and if in addition a^^ ;> bj^ for every n, 
ikm a ^ b. However, we are by no means entitled to expect 
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tliat in general a wiD. be greater than b, as is sbown by tbe 
case of tbe sequences a„ = = lJ2n, for wbicb a = 0 = 5. 


5. Tbe Number e. 

As a first example of tbe generation of a number, wbicb can- 
not be stated in advance, as tbe limit of a sequence of known 
numbers, we consider tbe sums 


S„=l + T,+^. + *-.+ ^ 


1 ! 


nl 


We assert that as n increases these numbers tend to a definite 
limit. 

In order to prove tbe existence of tbe limit we observe that 
as n increases tbe numbers increase monotonically. For all 
values of n we also bave i 


1 + l. 

2 22 


1 

2n-l 


Tbe numbers Sn therefore bave tbe upper bound 3 and, being 
a monotonic increasing sequence, tbey possess a limit, wbicb we 
denote by e: 

e = lim Sn- 

n—^co 

Further, we assert that tbe number e defined as tbe above 
limit is also tbe limit of tbe sequence 


Tbe proof is simple and at tbe same time an instructive 
example of operations with limits. According to tbe binomial 
theorem, wbicb we shall here assume, 



1 n{n--l)l 1 

+ 
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From tMs we see at once (1) that (2) that the 

also form a monotonic increasing sequence, whence the 
existence of the limit ]imT„=T follows. In order to prove that 

n-^ X 

r = e, we observe that 


I 




^-- 1 \ 
m / 


provided that m> n. If we now keep n fixed and let m increase 
beyond all bounds, we obtain on the left the number T and on 
the right the expression S,,, so that T ^ We have thus estab- 
lished the relationship T^, for every value of n. We 

can now let n increase, so that Tn tends to T; from the double 
inequality it follows that T = lim ;S„ ~ e. This was the state- 
ment to be proved. 

We shall later (Chapter III, § 6, p. 172) reach this number e 
again from still another point of view. 


6. The Number ix as a Limit. 

A limiting process which in essence goes back to classical 
antiquity (Archimedes) is that by which the number tt is defined. 
C4eometrically tt means the area of the circle of radius 1. We 
therefore accept the existence of this number tt as intuitive, 
regarding it as obvious that this area can be expressed by a 
(rational or irrational) number, which we then simply denote 
by TT. However, this definition is not of much help to us if we 
wish to calculate the number with any accuracy. We have then 
no choice but to represent the number by means of a limiting 
process, namely, as the limit of a sequence of known and 
easily calculated numbers. Archimedes himself used this process 
in his method of exhaustions, where he , steadily approximated 
to the circle by means of regular polygons with an increasing 
number of sides fitting it more and more closely. If we denote 
the area of the regular m-gon (polygon of m sides) inscribed in 

* We obtain from T» by replacing tbe factors 1 — 1/w, 1.— 2/?i, . . . 

by tbe larger factors 1 - —X 1 - - ^ ^ ... and finally adding a positive 
term. »4-l or 
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the circle by f^, the area of the inscribed 2?n-gon is given by the 
formula (proved by elementary geometry) 


We now let m run, not through the sequence of all positive integers, 
but through the sequence of powers of 2, that is, m ~ 2^; in 
other words, we form those regular polygons whose vertices are 
obtained by repeated bisection of the circumference. The area 
of the circle is then given by the limit 

7T= lim/2«. 

n— >• so 

This representation of tt as a limit actually serves as a basis for numeri- 
cal computations; for, starting vnth the value = 2, we can calculate 
in order the terms of our sequence tending to tt. An estimate of the ac- 
curacy with which any term/ 2 « represents tt can be obtained by construct- 
ing the lines touching the circle and parallel to the sides of the inscribed 
2”-gon. These lines form a circumscribed polygon similar to the inscribed 

2^-gon, and having dimensions greater in the ratio 1 : cos —A . Hence 
the area <^f circumscribed polygon is given by ^ 



Since the area of the circumscribed polygon is evidently greater than that 
of the circle, we have 

/a^ < TT < Fg" = 

These are matters with which the reader will be more or less 
familiar. What we wish to point out here is that the calculation 
of areas by means of exhaustion by rectilinear figures whose 
areas can be calculated easily forms the basis for the concept of 
integral, which will be introduced in the next chapter (p. 76). 

Examples 

1.* (a) Replace the statement “the sequence a„ is not absolutely 
•bounded” by an equivalent statement not involving any form of the 
words “ bounded ” or “ unbounded 

(h) Replace the statement “ the sequence is divergent ” by an 
equivalent statement not involving any form of the words “ convergent ” 
or “ divergent 
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2.* Let and be any two positive numbers, and let % < b^. Let Og 
and 62 be de^ed by the equations 

~ 'A/ 63 = 


% + 


Similarly, let 


— " s / ( 1 ^ 2 ? ^3 — 2 


2 

■f" ^2 


and in general = V ' 


^n-l + ^n-1 


Prove (a) that the sequence Ug? • • • » converges, ( 6 ) that the sequence 
62 ? • • • j converges, (c) that the two sequences have the same limit. 
(This limit is called the arithmetic^geoTnetric mean of % and bj.) 

3. * Prove that if lim — 5, then liih cy„ = where cf„ is the arith- 

ji ^00 

metic mean (a^ -{- ^3 + . • • 4 - 

4. If lim show that the arithmetic means of the arithmetic 

n— 

means c„ tend towards 

5. Find the error involved in using = 1 + A + . . . + 1. as an 

I! n\ 

approximation to e. Calculate e accurately to 5 decimal places. 


7. The Concept of Limit where the Variable 
IS Continuous 

Hitherto we have considered limits of sequences, that is, . of 
functions of an integral variable n. The notion of limit, however, 
frequently occurs in connexion with the concepts of a contimions 
variable x and of a function /(a;). 

We say that the value of the function f{x) tends to a limit 
i as r tends to or in symbols 

\ 

X — > ^ 

if all values of the function y(x) for wldcli x lies near enough to 
i differ arbitrarily little from 1. Expressed more precisely, the 
condition is as follows: 

If an arbitrarily small positive quantity e is assigned, we, can 
mark off about i an mteroal | x — ^ | < 8 so small that for every 
pmnt X m this interval different from ^ itself the inequamv 
\i(^)-l\<e holds. 

Here we expressly exclude the equality of x and This is 
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done purely for reasons of expediency, so as to iave tlie definition 
in a form more convenient for application, e.g. in the case where 
the function/(ir) is undefined at the point i, although it is defined 
for all other points in a neighbourhood (p. 159) of 

If our fun ction is defined or considered in a given interval 
only, e.g. Vl — in — we shall restrict the 
values of x to this interval. Thus if ^ denotes an end-point 
of the interval, x is made to approach i by values on one side 
of I only (limit from the interior of the interval or one-sided 
limit). 

As an immediate consequence of this definition, we have the 
following fact: if lim f(x) = Z, and x^, aig, . . . , . . . is a 

sequence of numbers all different from but approaching 
as a limit, then lim /(x^) = h 

72 — > 00 

For let € be any positive number; we wish to show that for 
all values of n greater than a certain riQ the inequality 

1 -l\<e 

holds. By definition, there exists a S > 0 such that whenever 
1 a; — I i < S the inequality 


is true. Since Xn the relation | 1 1 < S is satisfied 

for all sufficiently large values of n; and for such values it follows 
that I / {x^ — Z I < €, as was to be proved. 

We shall now attempt to clarify this abstract definition by means of 
simple examples. Let us first consider the function 


defined for a; =i= 0. We state that 


sma; 

lim == 1. 

x—^o ^ 


We cannot prove this statement simply by carrying out the passage to 
the limit in numerator and denominator separately, for the numerator 
and denominator vanish when 0, and the symbol 0/0 has no meaifing. 
We arrive at the proof in the following way. 
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From fig. 18 we find by comparing the areas of the triangles OAB and 
OAC and the sector OAB that if 0 < aj < 77/2 

sin a; < a; < tan x. 


From this it follows that if 0 < | a? | < w/2, 

X 1 

1 < ^ — < . 

sm X cos X 



and also 


tana; sma; 1 

iim lim lim = 

X X x~^Q 00s X 

1 — cos a; 

iim 0. 

x-^O X 


This last follows from the formula, valid for 0 < | a; | 

^ — U-yCosa;) (1 -f cos a;) 1 — cos^ x 


77 

^ 2' 


a;(l -f cos a;) 
sin a; 1 
X * 1 d- cos a; 


a;(l cos a;) 


. sin a;. 


As 0 the first factor on the right tends to 1, the second to J and the 
third to 0; the product therefore tends to 0, as was stated. 

From the same formula, dividing by a;, we obtain 

1 — cos a; /sin xV 1 

““ V~ / T- 


whence 


“ ^ mi 


lim 


a;2 


L + cos X 
1 

' 2 ’ 


ThifSf r 'values of X 

This function is ncTcr negatiTe; it is equal to s: for s: ^ 0 and to -s; for 

CmI' is^sS r”^’, Vs- = I s; |. Consequently the function V^/x 
sr > Oand -1 when s!< 0 . It is therefore impossible for the limit 
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Um V x^lx to exist, since arbitrarily near to 0 we can find values of x 

z—^0 

for whicli the quotient is -fl and other values for which it is —1. 

In concluding this discussion on limits in connexion with continuous 
variables we remark that it is of course possible to consider limiting pro- 
cesses in which the continuous variable x increases beyond all bounds. 
For example, the meaning of the equation 

14- ^ 

lim - = liTYi = 1 


is clear without further discussion. It signifies that the function on the 
left differs arbitrarily little from 1, provided only that x is sufficiently large. 

In these examples we have proceeded as if operations with 
limits obeyed the same laws in the case of continuous variables 
as in the case of sequences. That this is actually true the reader 
can verify for himself; the proofs are essentially the same as for 
limits of sequences. 


Examples 

1. Find the following limits, giving at each step the theorem on limits 
which justifies it: 

— 2x — 1 

(a) lim Sx. (c) lim — ^ — — — . 

aj— ^2 ®— 4 “ 2 


(6) lim 4:X 4- 3. 

a:->3 


(d) lim Vo -h < 2xK 


2. Prove that 

— 1 sin a; .... sin(a:^) 

(a) lim — n; (b) lim = 1; (c) lim = 0. 

X ^ 1 X — 1 X — 7T X X — > 0 ^ 

3. Find whether or not the following limits exist, and if they do exist 
find their values: 


,, -s/l — x Vl + o: ,, Vl-i-x—Vl — x 

(a) bin ■; (b) bm ; (c) lim . 

X — v 0 ^ ' X — >-0 ^ X — 0 23 


8. The Concept op Continuity 

1. Definitions. 

We have already illustrated the notion of continuity in § 2 
(p. 19) by means of examples. Now, with the help of the idea 
of a limit, we are in a position to make the concept of continuity 
precise. 

(e798) 


5 
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We thought of the graph of a function which is continuous in an 
interval as a curve consisting of one unbroken piece; we also stated 
that the change in the function y must remain arbitrarily small 
provided only that the change of the .independent variable x 
is restricted to a sufficiently small interval. This state of 
afiairs is usually formulated as follows; with greater prolixity 
but increased precision. A function f{x) is said to be continuous 
at the point f if it possesses the following property: at the point 
^ the value of the function /(f) is approximated to within an 
arbitrary pre-assigned degree of accuracy e by all functional 

values /(a;) for which x is 
near enough to f . In other 
words, f{x) is continuous 
at f if for every positive 
number e, no matter how 
small, there can be de- 
termined another positive 
number S = S(e) such 
tliat I f{x) - /(I) I < 6 
Fig. 19 (cf. fig. 19) for all points 

X for vMgIi I a: — ^ I < S. 
Or again: tie condition of continuity requires that for the 
point ^ the limit equation 

f{^) 

shall be true. The value of the function at the point i is the 
same as the limit of the functional values /{x^) for any arbitrary 
sequence x„ of numbers converging to i. 

It is important to observe that our condition involves two 
difEerent things: (1) the existence of the limit lim f{x), and 

(2) the coincidence of this limit with /(|), the value of the 
function at the point 

Having now defined continuity of a function /(») at a point i, 
we proceed to state what we mean by the continuity of a 
function f(z) in an interval. This may be defined simply 
in the following way: the function f(x) is continuous in an 
mterval if it is continuous at each point of that interval. 
Stated fdly, this requires that if a positive number e be 
assigned, then for each point x of the mterval there is a 
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positive number 8, depending as a rule on e and on x, such that 

if \x--x\<S, 

and X lies in the interval a^x^b. 

Closely related to this is another concept, that of uniform 
continuity. The function f{x) is uniformly continuous in the 
interval a ii for every positive number c there is a 

corresponding positive number 8 such that for every pair of 
points x^, x^ in the interval whose distance apart, \ x^ — 
less than 8 the inequality \f{x^) ~-f{x^ | < e holds. This differs 
from the definition stated above in that the 8 in the definition 
of uniform continuity does not depend on x, but is equally effec- 
tive for all values of x — Whence the name uniform continuity. 

It is quite obvious that a uniformly continuous function is 
necessarily continuous. Conversely, it can be shown that every 
function /(cc) which is continuous in a closed interval a ^x^b 
is also uniformly continuous. The proof of this we leave for the 
appendix (p. 64). Even though the reader may not desire to read 
the proof at present he will ^d it helpful to study the examples 
given at the beginning of Appendix I, § 2, No. 2 (p. 65). But 
until the student has worked through this proof he may assume 
that whenever a function is said to be continuous in a closed 
interval uniform continuity is meant. 

2. Points of Discontinuity. 

We can understand the concept of contiauity better if we 
study its opposite, the concept of discontinuity. The simplest 
type of discontinuity occurs at those points at which the function 
makes a jump; that is, at which the function has a definite 
limit as x tends to the point from the right and a defijiite limit 
as X tends to the point from the left, but these two limits are 
different. Whether or how the function is defined at the point 
of discontinuity itself does not matter. 

For example, the function f{x) defined by the equations 

f(x) — 0 for > 1, f{x) = 1 for < 1, f{x} = J for = 1 

has discontinuities at the points 5=1 ^.nd 5= ~1* The limits on 
approaching these points from the right and from the left differ by 1, and 
the values of the function at these points agree with neither limit, but 
are equal to the arithmetic mean of the two limits. 
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It may be noted in. passing that our function can be represented, using 
the idea of a limit, by the expression 

/(“>= 

n— >oo X ^ 

For, if < 1, that is, if a; lies in the interval — 1 < a; < 1, the numbers 
a:2n have the limit 0, and the function will have the value 1. If; how- 



Fig. ao 


ever, x^ > 1, as n increases will increase beyond aU bounds; our function 
wiU then have the value 0. Finally for = 1, that is, for a; = +1 and 
a; . 1, the value of the function is plainly J (cf. fig. 20). 

Other curves with jumps are sketched in figs. 21a and 216; they 
represent functions having obvious discontinuities. 

In the case of discontinuities of this kind the limit from the right and 
the limit from the left both exist. We now pass on to the consideration 
of discontinuities in which this is not the case. The most important of 
such discontinuities are the infinite discontinuities or infinities. These 



Fig. 2IC Fig. 2ii 


are discontinuities such as are exhibited by the functions Ijx or Ijx^ at 
the point ^ = 0; as a; ^ the absolute value | /(a:) | of the function in- 
creases beyond aU bounds. In the case of Ijx the function increases 
numerically beyond all bounds through positive and through nega- 
tive values respectively as x approaches the origin from the right and 
horn the left. On the other hand, the function 1 /x^ has for a? = 0 an 
infimte discontinuity at which the value of the function becomes posi- 
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ti-yely infinite from both sides (cf. fig. 6, p. 18, and fig. 12, p. 22). The 

function y = shown in fig. 22, has infinite discontinuities both at 

a: = 1 and at a; = — 1. 

Finally, we shall illustrate by an example another type of discon- 
tmuity in which no limit from the right or from the left exists. We con- 
sider the function ^ 

2 / ~ sin 

X 

defined for all non-zero values of x. This function takes all values 




Fig. 22. — Function with infinite Fig. 23. — Oscillating function with 

discontinuities discontinuity' 

between — 1 and -j- 1 when the number 1 jx runs through the values from 
(2n — -1)77 to {2n -f no matter what value the integer n has. At the 
2 " 

points X == the function will have the value — 1, at the points 

^ ( 4 :% — 1)77 » r 

— it wiU have the value -f 1. From this we see that the func- 
(47^ + l)7r 

tion swings backwards and forwards more and more rapidly between the 
values +1 and —I- as a? approaches nearer and nearer to the point a; = 0, 
and that in the immediate neighbourhood of the point a: == 0 an infinite 
number of such oscillations occur (cf. fig. 23). 

It is interesting to observe that in contrast to the above example the 
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function y— a; sin 1 /a; (cf. fig. 24) remains continuous at the point a;== 0 if 

we assign to it The value 0 at that^oinU This continuity is due to the 

fact that as the origin is approached the factor x damps the oscillations of 
the sine. Yet in the neighbourhood of the origin the function y=xBmllx 
does not change from monotonic increasing to monotonic decreasing a 
finite number of times. On the contrary, it oscillates backwards and 
forwards an infinite number of times, the magnitude of these oscillations 
becoming as small as we please as the origin is approached. This example 
shows us that even the simple idea of continuity permits of all sorts of 

remarkable possibilities foreign to 
our naive intuitions. 

There is one important fact 
which must be taken into 
consideration if we are to give 
our ideas greater precision. 
It may happen that at a certain 
point a fmiction is not defined 
by the original law, as for 
example at the point a; = 0 in 
the last two examples dis- 
cussed. We have then the right 
to extend the definition of the 
function by assigning to it any 
desired value at such a point. 
In the last example, hoyever, 
we can extend the definition 
in such a way that the function remains continuous at that 
point also, namely, by putting y = 0 when x=0. This can 
be done whenever the limits from the left and from the right 
both exist and are equal to one another; then we need only 
make the value of the function at the point in question equal to 
these limits in order to make the function continuous there. In 
the case of the function y= sin 1/a; this is not possible. 

3. Theorems on Continuous Functions. 

In conclusion we quote the following important general 
theorems, whose proofs follow immediately from the remarks on 
operations with limits (p. 41): 

The sum, difference, and product of two continuous functions are 
themselves continuous. The quotient of two continuous functions is 
continuous at efoery point at which the denominator does not vanish, 
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In particular, it follows that ail polynomials and all rational 
functions are continuous except at the points where the denomi- 
nator vanishes. The fact that the other elementary functions, 
such as the trigonometric functions, are continuous will follow 
naturally from later considerations (cf. pp. 69, 97). 


Examples 

1. Prove that 1 

sin - 

Ittti 


2. Prove that 


(a) lim 

as— > a 


sin (x — a) 

aj2 „ 0^2 


r 3; 4- cos a; 

(5) hm = 1; 


(c) lim cos 1/x— 1. 

as— ^00 

3. (a) Let f(x) he defined by the equation y = 6x. Find a 5, depend- 
ing on so small that | f{x) — /(5) | < s whenever | a; — 5 [ < 3, where 
(1) s = (2) e = (3) e = • 


Do the same for (b) f{x) = x^ — 2x; 

(c) f(x) = 8x^-i- x^ — : 

(d) f{x) = 's/XiX^O; 


4. (a) Let f{x) = 6a; in the interval 0 ^ a; ^ 10. Find a S so small 
that I /(iCi) — f{x^ I < £ whenever | 1 < where (1) 

(2) £ is arbitrary, > 0. 

Do the same for (6) f(x) = — 2a;, — 1 ^ a; ^ 1; 

(c) f{x) = 3a;4 -f a;2 - 7, 2 ^ a; ^ 4; 

{d) f{x) =: Vx,0^x^ 4; 

(e) f(x) - Vxl -2 ^ a: ^ 2. 


5. Determine which of the following functions are continuous. For 
those which are discontinuous, find the points of discontinuity. 


(a) x^ sin a;. 
(&) a;sin®(a:^). 


-sina;. 

X . 


(d) 


sma; 

V X 


(e) ^ + 

a;^ — 6a; + 8 

^ a;2 _ H- 9* 
^-h^x+1 
a;2 -- 6a; -f 10* 
(h) tana;. 



sma; 
O') cot a;. 



cos a; 


(l) X cot a;. 

(m) (it — a;) tana;. 
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Appendix I to Chapter I 

Prelimhstary Remarks 

In Greek mathematics we find an extensive working-oiit of 
the principle that all theorems are to be proved in a logically 
coherent way by reducing them to a system of axioms, as few 
in number as possible and not themselves to be proved. This 
axiomatic method of presentation, which at the same time served 
as a test for the accuracy of the investigation, was at the be- 
ginning of the modern era regarded as a model for other branches 
of knowledge. For example, in philosophy such men as Descartes 
and Spinoza believed that they had made their investigations 
more convincing by presenting them axiomatically, or, as they 
called it, geometrically 

But it was a difierent matter with modern mathematics, 
which began to develop at about the same time as the new philo- 
sophy. In mathematics the principle of reduction of the material 
to axioms was frequently abandoned. Intuitive evidence in 
each separate case became a favourite method of proof. Even 
in the case of scientists of the first rank we find operations with 
the new concepts based chiefly on a feeling for the right result 
and not always free from mystical associations — particularly 
in the case of the ominous infinitely small quantities ” or 
infinitesimals Blind faith in the omnipotence of the new 
methods carried the investigator away along paths which he 
could never have travelled if subject to the limitations of complete 
rigour. It is no wonder that only the sure instinct of a great 
master could guard against gross errors. 

It is fortunate that this was so, and that the critical counter- 
currents which sprang up in the eighteenth century and rose 
to their full strength in the nineteenth century did not come 
in time to check the development of modern mathematics, but 
only in time to establish and extend its results. But the need 
for critical investigation and consolidation of the advances 
made gradually increased to such an extent that its satisfaction 
is rightly regarded as one of the most important mathematical 
achievements of the nineteenth century. 
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In the differential and integral calculus the critical work of 
Cauchy is particularly important. By formulating the funda- 
mental concepts in a clear and satisfactory way, Cauchy in many 
directions rounded off the work, begun in the eighteenth century, 
of presenting higher analysis in an intelligible manner, free from 
the vagueness due to the use of infinitesimals. 

The principal thing which remained to be done was to re- 
place intuitive considerations in proofs and discussions bv con- 
siderations of pure analysis, depending only on numbers and on 
the operations which can be performed with numbers — as we 
say, to “ arithmetize ” analysis. As a matter of fact, the criti- 
cally-trained mind feels there is something unsatisfactory about 
appeals to intuition in proofs in analysis. We need not go 
into the question of the accuracy or inaccuracy of intuition or 
of the existence of a ‘‘ pure a 'priori intuition ’’ in Kant’s sense 
in order to recognize that naive intuitive thinking includes much 
vagueness which hinders the approach to completely rigorous proofs 
in analysis. In the following chapters this will strike us more 
and more clearly. Even here 'we may mention, for example, that 
the concept of a* continuous curve is very difficult to grasp in- 
tuitively. A continuous curve need not by any means possess a 
definite direction at every point. In fact, there actually exist 
continuous curves which at no point possess a direction, and 
continuous curves to which no length can be assigned. In 
the face of such facts, even the beginner will admit the need for 
arithmetizing analysis.* 

Yet we must not allow ourselves to forget that a century 
of brilliant and fruitful development of mathematics was possible 
before these requirements were fulfilled. In spite of all its 
defects intuition still remains the most important driving force 
for mathematical discovery, and intuition alone can bridge the 
gap between theory and application. 

We shall now follow Bolzano and Weierstrass in developing 
those lines of thought which yield the rigorous and complete 
proofs of the theorems which we formulated by intuitive means 
in the first chapter. 


* Rigorous mathematical concepts are always very bighly idealized forms 
of the ideas which arise intuitively. Hence it is absolutely impossible to dispose 
of problems relating to the ultimate foundations of mathematics by appealing 
to naive intuition. 
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1. The Principle of the Point op Accumotation and its 
Applications 

1. The Prineipie of the Point of Accumulation, 

In the rigorous discussion of the fundamentals of analysis the 
leading part is played by Weierstrass’s principle of the point of 
accmmlation. From the intuitive point of view this principle is 
merely the statement of a triviality; but just because it 
summarizes a state of affairs which occurs frequently it is as 
useful as small change is in daily life. The principle is as follows: 

If infinitely many numbers are given in a finite interval, these 
numbers possess at least one point of accumulation; that is, there is 
at least one point ^ such that in every interval, no matter how small, 
about the point ^ there lie infinitely many of the given numbers. 

In order to prove the principle of the point of accumulation 
arithmetically, we assume to begin with that the given interval is 
the interval from 0 to 1. We now divide this into ten equal parts 
by means of the points 0*1, 0*2, . . . , 0*9. At least one of these 
sub-intervals must contain infinitely many points. Let us sup- 
pose that the interval beginning with the number is that 
interval (or one of those intervals if there are several). We now 
subdivide this interval into ten parts by means of the points of 
division O-ajl, 0-%2, . . ., 0'%9. Again, it is true that at least one 
of these sub-intervals must contain infinitely many points; let 
it be the sub-interval beginning with the number We 

again subdivide into ten parts— notice that one of these parts 
must contain 'infinitely many points — and continue the process. 
We thus arrive at a sequence of digits, a^, each having 

one of the values 0, 1, 2, . . . , 9. We now consider the decimal 

^ = Q'ar^,^a^ . . • . 

It is clear that this is a point of accumulation of our set of num- 
bers. For every interval, no matter how small, in whose interior 
the point | lies, contains the sub-intervals of our system of sub- 
division from a certain degree of fineness onward, and these 
sub-intervals contain infinitely many numbers of the set. 

If the interval under consideration, instead of being the interval from 
0 to 1, is, say, the interval from ct to a -j- A, nothing essential in the above 
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argument is clianged. The point of accumulation is then represented 
simply by a number of the form 

a-\~hx 


2. Limits of Sequences. 

Tbe considerations above throw new light upon the concent 
of the limit of an infinite sequence of numbers a^, a^, , 

. . . . We first consider the exceptional case in which 
infinitely many numbers of the sequence are equal to one 
another, and extend our definition by applying the name 
point of accumulation ” to this point (or these points) also. 
If there are infinitely many different numbers in the sequence, 
and if we assume that the numbers of this sequence are 
“ bounded i.e. that there is a number M such that the in- 
equality \a^ \ C^M holds for all values of n, the numbers of 
the sequence form an infinite set of numbers in a finite interval, 
since they all lie between — M and M. They must, therefore, 
possess at least one point of accumulation (^). If there is only 
one point of accumulation, it is easy to show that the sequence 
converges, and that its limit is the number For let us mark 
off any small interval about the point i. If infinitely many 
points of the sequence were outside this interval, they would 
have a limit point other than contrary to hypothesis. Hence 
only a finite number of the numbers of the sequence are exterior 
to the interval, and thus by definition the sequence approaches 
If, on the other hind, there are several points of accumulation, the 
sequence approaches no limit. The existence of a limit and the 
uniqueness of the point of accumulation of a bounded sequence 
of numbers are therefore equivalent ideas. 

The case of the non-existence of a limit is to be regarded as the rule 
rather than the exception. For example, the sequence with the terms 

— 1 Jn, == 1 — Ijn {n=l, 2,...) has the two points of accumu- 
lation 0 and 1. 

The aggregate of the positive rational numbers may be re- 
garded as a sequence of numbers, in which the ordering by magni- 
tude is, of course, completely destroyed. We arrive most easily 
at such an arrangement in a sequence if we first write down the 
rational numbers as shown on p. 60 and then run through this 
array as shown by the arrows, disregarding those numbers which 
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have already been encountered (such as 2/4). The system of 
rational numbers obviously has all rational and irrational 
points as points of accumulation. It therefore forms a simple 
example of a sequence with an infinite number of points of 
accumulation. 

By means of the concept of convergence we can state the 
principle of the point of accumulation in a remarkable form 

which is often convenient 




Enumeration of the rational 
numbers 


for applications. 

From every bounded 
infinite set of numbers it 
is 'possible to choose an 
infinite sequence a^, a 2 , 
ag, . . . 'which converges to 
a definite limit For 
this purpose we have 
only to take a point of 


accumulation | of the 


given set of numbers, then to select a number of the set 
whose distance from ^ is less than 1 / 10 , then a second number 


of the set whose distance from ^ is less than 1 / 100 , then a 
third number whose distance from ^ is less than 1 / 1000 , 
and so on. We see at once that this sequence actually con- 
verges to the limit 


3. Proof of Cauchy’s Convergence Test. 

Let us now return to convergent sequences, i.e. to bounded 
sequences with only one point of accumulation. Cauchy’s con- 
vergence test, stated in § 6 (p. 40), now reduces almost to a 
triviality. For let us assume that \a^ — | is arbitrarily small 

when m and n are sufficiently large. Then the numbers all 
lie in a fimte interval, and therefore possess at least one j)oint 
of accumulation If now there were a second point of accumu- 
lation 7 ], the distance of this point from | would be | f — 7 ^| == a, 
a positive quantity. Within an arbitrarily small distance from * 
say within a distance less than a/3 from there must be infinitely 
many numbers and hence, in particular, infinitely many 
numbers for which n"^ N, however large N is chosen. Simi- 
larly, within an arbitrarily small distance from the point rj, say 
within a distance less than a/3 from 77 , there are infinitely many 



I] 


THE POINT OF ACCUMULATION 


6i 


numbers of tbe sequence; in particular, infinitelv many 
numbers for which m > N. For these values and 
it is true that \ — a^\> a/S, and this relation is incom- 

patible with the hypothesis that for sufficiently large values 
of N the difference | | is arbitrarily small proffided that 

n and m are both greater than N, Consequently there are not 
two distinct points of accumulation, and Cauchy's test is 
proved. 

4. The Existence of Limits of Bounded Monotonic Sequences. 

It is equally easy to see that a hounded monotonic increasing 
or monotonic decreasing sequence of numbers must possess a limit. 
For suppose that the sequence is monotonic increasing, and let 
I be a point of accumulation of the sequence; such a point 
of accumulation must certainly exist. Then ^ must be greater 
than any number of the sequence. For if a number of the 
sequence were equal to or greater than every number 
for which would satisfy the inequality a 

> <3^1 ^ Hence all numbers of the sequence, except the ffist 
(Z + 1) at most, would lie outside the interval of length 
2{ai+i — i) whose mid-point is at the point This, however, 
contradicts the assumption that ^ is a point of accumulation. 
Hence no numbers of the sequence, and a fortiori no points of 
accumulation, lie above So if another point of accumulation 
7] exists we must have 77 < |. But if we repeat the above 
argument with rj in place of ^ we obtain ^ <7], w^hich is a 
contradiction. Hence only one point of accumulation can exist, 
and the convergence is proved. An argument exactly analogous 
to this of course applies to monotonic decreasing sequences. 

As on p. 41, we can extend our statements about monotonic sequences 
by including the limiting case in which successive numbers of the sequence 
are equal to one another. It is in this case better to speak of monotonic 
non-decreasing and monotonic non-increasing sequences respectively. 
The theorem about the existence of a limit remains valid for such 
sequences. 

5. Upper and Lower Points of Accumulation; Upper and Lower 

Bounds of a Set of Numbers. 

In the construction on p. 58 which led us to a point of 
accumulation ^ we had at each step to make the choice of a sub- 
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intorval containiiig infinitely many points of the set. Had we 
always chosen the last sub-interval which contained an infinite 
number of points, we should have been led to a certain definite 
point of accumulation This point of ticcumulation ^ is called 
the point of accumulation or upper limit of the set of num- 
bers, and is designated by the abbreviation lim. , It is that point 
of accumulation of the sequence which lies farthest to the right; 
i.e. it is quite possible that an infinite number of points of the 
sequence lie above but no matter how small the positive 
number e may be, there are not an infinite number above ^ 

If, in the construction on p. 58, we had always chosen the 
first of the intervals containing an infinite number of points of the 
set, we should again have arrived at a certain definite point of 
accumulation a. This point a is called the lower point of 
accumulation or lower limit of the set, and is denoted by lim. 
There may be infinitely many numbers of the set below a, but 
no matter how small the positive number € may be there are 
only a finite number below a — e. The proofs of these facts 
can be left to the reader. 

Neither the upper limit ^ nor the lower limit a need belong 
to the set. For example, for the set of numbers a 2 „ = 1/n, 
= 2 — Ijn these limits are respectively a = 0 and ^ = 2, 
but the numbers 0 and 2 do not themselves occur in the set. 

In this example there is no number of the set above ^ = 2. 
In this case we say that jS = 2 is also the upper bound M of the 
set, according to the following definition: M is called the least 
upper hound, or simply the upper bound, of a set of numbers 
if (1) there is no number of the set greater than M, but (2) 
for every positive number e there is a number of the set greater 
than M — €. The upper bound may coincide with the upper 
limit, as the above example shows. But the set = 1 + 1/?^ 
[n=l,% , . .) shows that this is not necessarily the case. Here 
M = 2 and jS = 1. 

Every bounded set of numbers has a least upper bound. For 
let p be the upper limit of the set. Either there are no numbers 
of the set greater than or there are such numbers. In the first 
case ^ is the least upper bound, since no numbers are above 
and there are numbers arbitrarily close to ^ below it. In the 
second case let a be a number of the set greater than There 
are only a finite number of numbers of the set equal to or greater 
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than a, since otherwise there would he an accumulation point 
above which is impossible. We therefore need only choose 
the greatest of these numbers; it will be the upper bound of 
the set. 

We see that in any case If ^ jS, and we recognize the 
following fact: 

If the u'p'per hound of the set does not coincide with the upper 
limits it must belong to the set, and is an isolated ” point of the 
set. 

Corresponding statements hold for the lower bound m: it is 
always equal to or less than a, and if m and a do not coincide, m 
belongs to the set and is an isolated point of the set. 


2. Theorems on Continuous Functions 

1. Greatest and Least Values of Continuous Functions. 

A bounded infinite set of numbers must possess a least upper 
bound M and a greatest lower bound m. But, as we have seen, 
these numbers M and m do not necessarily belong to the set; 
as we say, the set does not necessarily have a greatest or a 
least value. 

In view of this fact the following theorem on continuous 
functions is by no means so obvious as it appears to simple 
intuition: 

Every function f(x) which is continuous in a closed interval 
a ^ X ^ b assumes a greatest value at least once and a least value 
at least once, or, as we say, it possesses a greatest and a least value. 

This may easily be proved in the following way. The values 
assumed by the continuous function f{x) in the interval 
a^x^b form a bounded set of numbers and therefore possess 
a least upper bound M. For otherwise a sequence of numbers 
^1, . In. . . . in our interval would exist for which 

increases beyond all bounds. This sequence would have at 
least one point of accumulation | in the interval. Then arbi- 
trarily near to i there would always be numbers in 
sequence for which the expression i/(l)— /(ln)| exceeds 1 
(and in fact is arbitrarily large): that is, the function would be 
discontinuous at the point Thus a least upper bound M 
exists and hence either there is a point i such that f(i) = M, 
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wMcli would prove the statement, or there is a sequence of 
numbers x^, x„, ... in the interval for which 

lhnf(x„) = il. 

n— ^ 00 

According to the principle of the point of accumulation as formu- 
lated on p. 60 we can select a sub-sequence of the numbers 
which converges to a limit Let us call this sub-sequence 
, so 


It is then certain that 

lim 

On the other hand, the function has been assumed continuous 
in the interval, and hence, in particular, at so that 

n — ^ oo 

Hence /(I) = ilf. The value M is therefore assumed by the 
function at a definite point i in the interior or on the boundary 
of the interval, as was stated. An exactly similar discussion 
applies to the least value. 

The theorem about the greatest and least values of con- 
tmuous functions does not remain true in general unless we 
expressly assume the interval to be closed, that is, unless we 
make the hypothesis of continuity refer to the end-points also. 

■ Tor example, the function y = Ijx is continuous in the open 
mterval 0 <a;<oo . It has, however, no greatest value, but 
has arbitrarily large values near x= 0. Similarly, it has no 
least value, but becomes arbitrarily near 0 for sufficiently large 
values of x, without ever assuming the value 0. ^ 

2. The Umformity of Continuity. 

As we have already seen (cf. p. 54), and as we shaU further 
se^ the contmuity of a function f(x) in a closed interval 
a ^x^b leaves room for a variety of possibilities which do 
not suggest themselves intuitively. For this reason we shall 
^ve lopcahy rigorous proofs of certain consequences of the idea 
of contmuity which from a naive point of view seem quite 
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obvious. Tbe defioitiou of coatinuity simply states that from the 
relation lim ^ the relation lim/(a:„) =/(|) follows. We 

n~>co «->QC. 

can also express this in the following way: for each point ^ 
there corresponds to every e > 0 a number S > 0 such that 
l/(^) whenever | a; — ^ | < §, provided that all the 

numbers x considered lie in the interval a-^x-^b. 

.For example, in the case of the function y = cx (where c === 0) such a 
number S is given by the relation S = s/I c |. For the fimction y=x- we 
can find such a number in the following way. We assume that a = 0 
and 6=1, and ask ourselves how near to ^ the number x must lie in order 
that the expression \ j may be less than s. For this purpose we 

VTite 1 ~ 52 I ^ I aj _ ^ I I ^ ^ I ^ ^ I therefore, 

we choose S ^ £/(l + 5) we can be sure that \ x^ — < s. We see in 

this example that the number S found in this way depends not only on s, 
but also on the point of the interval at wFich we are investigating the 
continuity of the function. But if we give up the attempt to make the 
best possible choice of S for each we can eliminate this dependence of 
S on 5. For we need only replace 5 on the right by the number 1, thus 
obtaining for S the expression s/2, which is smaller than the previous 
expression for S but serves equally well for all points 

The question now arises whether something similar does not 
hold for every function which is continuous in a closed interval. 
That is, we inquire whether it may not be possible to determine 
for each e a 8 = 8(e) depending on e only and not on such that 
the inequality 


is true, provided | a: — |^ | < 8, for all values of ^ at the same 
time (or, better expressed, uniformly with respect to |). As a 
matter of fact, this is possible merely as a consequence of the 
genera] definition of continuity, without any additional hypo- 
theses. This fact, which first attracted attention late in the 
nineteenth century, is called the theorem of the uniforrn contmuity 
of continuous functions. 

We shall prove the theorem indirectly. That is, we shall 
show that the assumption that a function /(a') exists which in a 
closed interval a ^ a; ^ 6 is continuous and yet not uniformly 
continuous leads us to a contradiction. Uniform continuity 
means that if we wish to make the dijSerence \f{u) — f{n) | less 
than an arbitrarily chosen positive number €, the numbers u 
and n being chosen in the closed interval a ^ x we need 

<e 798) 6 



66 


INTRODUCTION 


[Chap, 


only choose u and 'o near enongli to one another, namely, at a 
distance apart less than S == S(e); it is immaterial where in the 
interval the pair of numbers u, v is chosen. Now, iif{x) were not 
uniformly continuous, there would exist a positive (perhaps very 
small) number a with the following property: to every number 
of an arbitrary sequence S^, Sg, . . . of positive numbers tending 
to zero there corresponds a pair of values of the interval 

for which | — '^n | < and \f (u^) ~/(^«) | > a. Accord- 

ing to the principle of the point of accumulation the numbers 
must have a point of accumulation and so the numbers 
must have the same point of accumulation. If we mark off an 
arbitrarily small interval ] a; — ^ | < 8 about this point 
an infinite number of the pairs will lie in this interval. 

But this contradicts the assumed continuity of f{x) at the point 
i; for that requires, by Cauchy’s convergence test, that for 
points iTi and X 2 near enough to i 


The uniformity of the continuity is thus proved. 

In our proof we have made essential use of the fact that the 
interval is closed* In fact, the theorem of the uniformity of 
continuity does not hold for intervals which are not closed. 

For example, the function 1/a; is continuous in the half-open interval 
0 < a; ^ 1, but it is not uniformly continuous. For no matter how small 
the length S (< 1) of an interval is chosen, the function will take values 
differing by any fixed number, say 1, in the interval, if only the interval 
lies near enough to the origin, say S/2 ^ a; ^ 3 S/2. The non-uniformity 
of continuity is of course due to the fact that in the closed interval 
0 ^ a; ^ 1 the function possesses a discontinuity at the origin, if 
we had considered the example ^ in the whole (open) interval 
— CO < a; < 00 instead of in a closed interval, it would not have been 
uniformly continuous. 

3. The Intermediate Value Theorem. 

Another theorem which constantly recurs in analysis is the 
following: 

A function f(x), continuous in a closed interval a ^ x ^ b, 
which is negative for x = a and positive for x = b, (or conversely), 
assumes the value 0 at least once in the interval, 

* Otherwise the point of accumulation ^ need not belong to the interval. 
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Geometrically ttis theorem is trivial, since it merely states 
that a carve which begins below the aj-axis and ends above it 
must cut the axis somewhere in between. Analytically the 
theorem is very easily proved. In the interval there are an 
infinite number of points for which f{x) < 0; on account of the 
continuity of the function, in fact, this is true for a whole interval 
beginning at the point a. The set consisting of those points x 
for which /(a?) < 0 has a least upper bound which is greater 
than a. Since in every neighbourhood of | there are points x 
for which /(a?) < 0, we must have /(f) ^ 0 (whence in particular 
f =i= b). It is impossible, however, that /(f) < 0, for then f(x) 
would be negative in a sufficiently small neighbourhood of f, 
including values x greater than f, in contradiction to the hypo- 
thesis that f is the upper bound of the values x for wldchfix) < 0. 
Therefore /(f) = 0, and our assertion is proved. 

A slight generalization of our theorem is: 

If we assume that f(a) = a ard f(b) = j8, and if fx is any value 
between a and the continuous function f(x) assumes the value jjl 
at least once in the interval. For the continuous function 


will have different signs at the two ends of the interval and will 
therefore assume the value 0 somewhere in the interval. 

L The Inverse of a Continuous Monotonie Function, 

If the continuous function y = f{x) is monotonic in the 
interval a ^ a? ^ 6, it will assume each value fx between /(a) and 
f{b) once and only once; hence if y describes the closed interval 
between the values a= f[a) and ^==f{b), to each value of y 
there will correspond exactly one value of x. We can therefore 
thinh of cr as a single-valued function of y in this interval; that 
is, the function y=f{x) has a unique inverse. We assert that 
this inverse function x= ^{y) is also a continuous monotonie 
function of y, as y varies within the interval between a and 

The monotonie character of the inverse function x = <li{y) 
is obvious. In order to prove its continuity we observe that 
from the monotonie character oif{x) it follows that 
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provided tliat and X2 are distinct numbers of the interval. 
If A is a positive number less than b — a, the function 

lf(x + h)-f(x)l 

is continuous in the closed interval a ^ x ^ b h. At a point ^ 
it therefore has a least value \f(^+'h) -f{i) | = a(A), which 
by our preceding remark is not zero.* From this we conclude that 
ii and are two points in the interval for which h, 

then \f(xi) --f(x2) | ^ But this implies the continuity of 
the inverse function. For if | — ^2 i helow the positive 

number a(h), then we must have | | < A; and hence if 

a positive number ^ is given, we need only choose S equal to 
a(€) in order to ensure that for all values y for which \yi — y\ < S 
it is also true that | — ^{y) | < e. 

We have therefore estabhshed the following theorem: If the 
function j = f (x) is continuous and monotonic in the interval 
a^x^b, and f (a) = a, f(b) = then it has a single-valued 
inverse function x = a ^ y ^ and this inverse function 
is also continuous and monotonic. 

5. Further Theorems on Continuous Functions. 

We leave it to the reader to prove the following almost trivial 
fact: a continuous function of a continuous function is itself 
continuous. That is, if if{x) is a function continuous in the interval 
a^x^b, and its functional values lie in the interval 
and if in addition f{(f>) is a continuous function of 
f in this last interval, then/(^(a;)) is a continuous function of 
z in the interval a^x^b. (Theorem of the continuity of 
functions of continuous functions.) 

It has already been mentioned on p. 54 that the sum, differ- 
ence, and product of continuous functions are themselves continuous, 
and that the quotient of continuous functions is continuous, pro- 
vided that the denominator remains different from zerro. 

3. Some Remaeks on the Elementary Functions 

In Chapter I we tacitly assumed that" the elementary func- 
tions are continuous. The proof of this is very simple. First, 

* On account of tlie continuity of f{x), a{h) itself of course tends to 0 as A 
does. 
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the function f{x) = x is continuous; therefore = x .x 3 s 
continuous, being the product of two continuous functions, and 
every power of x is likewise continuous. Thus every pohmomial 
is continuous, being the sum of continuous functions. Every 
rational fractional function, being a quotient of continuous 
functions, is likewise continuous in every interval in which the 
denominator does not vanish. 

The function x'^ is continuous and monotonic. Hence the 
?i-th root, being the inverse function of the ?i-th power, is con- 
tinuous. By the theorem of the continuity of functions of con- 
tinuous functions, the n-th root of a rational function is con- 
tinuous (except where the denominator vanishes). 

The continuity of the trigonometric functions, with which 
the reader is familiar from elementary mathematics, could now 
readily be proved, using the concepts developed above. The 
discussion is not given here, since in Chapter II, § 3 (p. 97), 
this continuity will be seen to follow naturally as a consequence 
of differentiability. 

We shall merely make a few remarks about the definition 
and continuity of the exponential function the general power 
function and the logarithm. We assume, as in § 3, pp. 25-26, 
that a is a positive number, say greater than 1, and if r = jj-q 
is a positive rational number (p and q being integers) we take 
as meaning the positive number whose g^-th power is 
If a is any irrational number and • 5 a 

sequence of rational numbers approaching a, we assert that 
lim exists; we then call this limit a°-, 

m —¥ 00 

In order to prove the existence of this limit, by Cauchy’s 
test we need only show that | | is arbitrarily small, 

provided that n and m are sufficiently large. We suppose for 
example that i.e. that = §, where § > 0 . Then 

(fn _ (fm — — 1 ). 


Since remains boimded, we need only show that 

is arbitrarily small when the values of n and m are sufficiently 
large. But S is a rational number, and certainly may be made 
as small as we please provided the values of n and m are suffi- 
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ciently large. Hence if I is an arbitrarily large positive integer, 
S<l/Z if n and m are large enongli. Now the relations 
8 < Ijl and a>l give * 

and since tends to 1 as Z increases (cf. p. 31) our assertion 
follows i mm ediately. 

It may be left to the reader to stow that tbe function a* 
extended to irrational values in tbis way is also continuous 
everywhere, and, moreover, that it is a monotonic function. For 
negative values of x this function is naturally defined by tbe 
equation 



As jr runs from — oo to + oo , takes aU values between 0 and 
-fco. Consequently it possesses a continuous and monotonic 
inverse function, wMcb we call tbe logarithm to the base a. In 
like manner we can prove that tbe general power a?® is a con- 
tinuous function of x, where a is any fixed rational or irrational 
number and x varies over tbe interval 0 < a? < oo; also that 
af is monotonic if a 4= 0. 

Tbe “ elementary ’’ discussion of tbe exponential function, 
tbe logarithm, and the power x°- outlined here will later (Chapter 
ni, § 6, p. 167) be replaced by another discussion which is in 
principle much simpler. 


Examples 

1. Give the upper and lower bounds and upper and lower limits for the 
following sequences, and state which belong to the sequence: 


6 ^* 

[a) w = 1, 2, , 
nl 


(5) 0, Ly, n = 1, 2, 

nl 


( 0 ) 


(-1)« 




(e) 7^=1, 2, ... . 

♦ statement follows from the fact that when a > 1 the power ig 
greater than 1 if w/ti is positive. This is clearly true. For if were less than 
il T 5“ y be a product of n factors all less than 1, and would 

^ lem tnaa l. On the contrary, is the product of m factors all greater than 
I, and so is greater than 1. ® 
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2. * Prove that if /(ic) is continuous for u ^ a; ^ then for every e > 0 
there exists a polygonal function 9(3;) (that is, a continuous function whose 
graph consists of a finite number of rectilinear segments meeting at comers) 
such that \f{x)— 9(3;) | < s for every x in the interval. 

3. Prove that every polygonal function 9 ( 0 ;) can be represented by a 

sum 9(3;) = a -{-hx 1 3 ? — 3 ;^ j , where the are the abscissae of 

the corners. 

Pind a formula of this kind for the function f{z) defined by the eq^uations: 

fix) = 23 ; - 1 (0 ^ 3 ; g 2). 
fix) = 5 - 3 ; (2 ^ 3 ; ^ 3). 
fix) = 3 ; - 1 (3 ^ 3 : ^ 5), 
fix) = 4 (0 ^ 3 ; ^ 7). 

4. For the following functions f{x) find as in § 1, No. 2, p, 65, a 
S(£) such that \fixi)—fix 2 ) [ < s whenever \ Xi — x.^l < ^(s): 

(u) /(3?) = 23:3, -1^3; gl. 

(^) fix) — x^, —a ^x 
*ic) fix) = {/I ~ ^ -1 ^ 3 ; ^ 1. 

5. * The function y = sml/x has no discontinuities in the interval 
0 < 3 ; < 1. Prove that it is not uniformly continuous in that open interval. 

6. A function fix) is defined for all values of a; in the following manner; 

fix) ~ 0 for all irrational values of x; 
fix) == 1/g for rational x == pjq^ 

where p/g is a fraction iu its lowest terms; (thus for x = fix) = ■^). 

Prove that fix) is continuous for all irrational values of x and diS' 
continuous for all rational values of x. 


Appendix II to Chapter I 

1 . POLAS CO-OBDINATES 

In Ciiapter I we iiave set the concept of function in the fore- 
ground and have represented functions geometrically by means 
of curves. It is, however, useful to recall * that analytical geo- 
metry follows the reverse procedure, beginning with a curve given 


♦See also p. 16. 
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by some geometrical property and representing this curve by 
a function, for example, by a function which expresses one of the 

co-ordinates of a point of the curve 
in terms of the other co-ordinate. 
This point of view naturally leads 
us to consider, apart from the 
rectangular co-ordinates to which 
we restricted ourselves in Chapter I, 
other systems of co-ordinates which 
may be better suited for the repre- 
sentation of curves given geometri- 
cally. The most important example 
is that of polar co-ordinates r, which are connected with tlie 
rectangular co-ordinates cc, y of a point P by the equations 

x~rcos6, y=rsme, r^—x^ + y^, tan6»=^. 

X 

and whose geometrical interpretation is made clear in fig. 25. 


X 


Fig. 26. — Lemniscate 

Let US consider for example the lemniscate. This is geometrically de- 
fined as the locus of all points P for which the product of the distances 
and from the fixed points F j and Pg with the rectangular co-ordinates 
^ = a, 2 / = 0 and a: = —a, y ^ (0 respectively has the constant value 
(cf. fig. 26). Since 

= (a; — a)^ -f rf = (a; -p 

a simple calculation gives us the equation of the lemniscate in the form 




If we now introduce polar co-ordinates, we obtain 
— 2aV2(cos20 — sin^G) = 0; 
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and if we divide by and use a simple trigonometrical formula tbis 


becomes 


= 2a- cos 20. 


Tims we see that the equation of tbe lemniscate is simpler in polar co- 
ordinates than in rectangular. 


2. Remarks on Complex Numbers 

Our studies will be based chiefly on tbe class of real numbers. 
Nevertheless, with a view to the discussions in Chapters Till, 
IX, and XI we would remind the reader that the problems of 
algebra have led to a still wider extension of the concept of 
number, namely, to the introduction of cornplex numbers. The 
advance from the natural numbers to the class of all real numbers 
arose from the desire to eliminate exceptional phenomena and 
to make certain operations, such as subtraction, division, and 
correspondence between points and numbers, always possible. 
Similarly, we are compelled, by the requirement that eyery 
quadratic equation and in fact every algebraic equation shall 
have a solution, to introduce the complex numbers. If, for 
example, we wish the equation 

a;2 + 1 = 0 

to have roots, we are obliged to introduce new symbols i and —i 
as the roots of this equation. (As is shown in algebra, this is 
sufficient to ensure that every algebraic equation shall have a 
solution.*) 

If a and h are ordinary real numbers, the complex number 
a-{- ih denotes a pair of numbers {a, b), calculations with 
such pairs of numbers being performed according to the follow- 
ing general rule: we add, multiply, and divide complex numbers 
(among which the real numbers are included as the special case 
b = 0), treating the symbol i as an undetermined quantity, and 
then simplify all expressions by using the equation = — 1 to 
remove all powers of i higher than the first, thus leaving only an 
expression of the form a + ib. 

We may assume that the reader already has a certain degree 
of familiarity with these complex numbers. We shall neverthe- 

♦That every algebraic equation possesses real or complex roots is tbe 
statement of tbe “ fundamental theorem ” of algebra. 
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less empliasize a particularly important relationship which we 
shall explain in connexion with the geometrical or trigonometrical 
representation of the complex numbers. If c = a; -f- is such 
a number, we represent it in a rectangular co-ordinate system 
by the point P with co-ordinates x and y. By means of the equa- 
tions x=^rcosd, y=rsind, we now introduce the polar co- 
ordinates T and d (cf. p. 72) instead of the rectangular co-ordinates 
X and y. Then r = + 2/^ is the distance of the point P from 

the origin, and 9 is the angle between the positive ic-axis and 
the segment OP- The complex number c is now represented in 
the form 

(5 = r(cos^+ isind). 

The angle 6 is called the amplitude of the complex number c, 
the quantity r its absolute value or modulus, for which we also 
write \c\. To the “ conjugate ” complex number c= x — iy 
there obviously corresponds the same absolute value, but (except 
in the case of negative real values of c) the angle —0. Clearly 

= co== + y 

If we use this trigonometrical representation the multipli- 
cation of complex numbers takes a particularly simple form. 
Tor then 

c , c' = r(cos0 + i siad ) . /(cos0' + i sin0') 

= rr' (cos 6 cos d' — sin d sin 0') 

-f- i (cos d sin d' -f sin d cos d'). 

If we recall the addition theorems for the trigonometric functions 
this becomes 

c . c' = r/(cos(d -f- 0') + i sin(d + 9 ') ), 

We therefore multiply complex numbers by multiplying their 
absolute values and adding their amplitudes. The remarkable 
formula 

(cosd + isind) (cosd' -f i sind') = cos(d + 9') + i sin(d -f 9') 

is usually called De Moivre's theorem. It leads us at once to the 
relation 


(cos d 4- i sin d)" = cosnd + i sin wd, 
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whicli e.g. at once enables us to solve tbe equation for 

positive integers n, the roots (the so-called roots of unity) being 

StT . . 27r ^ 4:7T . . 4:7T 

.^ = € == cos b ^ sin — , 62 = £2 -- (jQg . ^ ^ 

n 


■ + i sin- 


Moreover, if we imagine the expression on the left-hand 
side of the equation (cos0 + i sin0)^ = cos?i0 -f i sinn^ ex- 
panded by the binomial theorem, we need only separate real 
and imaginary parts in order to obtain expressions for cos nd 
and sin^0 in terms of powers and products of powers of sin 5 
and cos 9, 

. Examples 


1. Plot the graphs of the following functions: 
r = sin 9, 

r= 9. 1 

. ^ a constant, 

r = sin 69. cos (o — a) 


2, Find the polar equation of 

(а) the circle of radius a with its centre at the origin; 

(б) the circle of radius a with centre (a, Oq); 

(c) the general straight line. 


3. Use De Moivre’s theorem to express cos 29 and sin 20 in terms cf 
sin 9 and cos 9. Similarly, for cos 30, sin 36, cos 59, sin 59. 

Prove that cos?i6 is a polynomial in cos0, and also that if 71 is odd 
sin 7^6 is a polynomial in sin 6. 

4. Work out the following expressions, and state the modulus and 


amplitude of each of the numbers 
{a) —3 .2i, 

(6) (4 + 4i)(i-iV3i). 

(c) (IH-iXl-i). 

{d) (V3 - i)2. 

(e) 1^/®. 

5.* Prove that if e = cos — -f 
than 1, ^ 

. . . -f e"*' 


involved and of the answers: 

(/) 

(?) (1 + i)^". 

(h) (3 - Sif'K 

(k) 1 ^'^. 

(l) {Wif'K 

i sin where re is an integer greater 

n 

__ f 0 if 71 is not a factor of v, 

” if 71 is a factor of v. 



CHAPTER II 


The Fundamental Ideas of the Integral 
and Differential Calculus 

Amoag tlie limiting processes of analysis there are two 
which play an especially important part, not only because they 
arise m many difierent. connexions, but chiefly because of the 
very close reciprocal relation between them. Isolated examples 
of these two limiting processes, differentiation and integration, 
were considered even in classical times; but it is the 
recognition of their complementary nature and the resulting 
development of a new and methodical mathematical procedure 
that marks the beginning of the real systematic differential and 
integral calculus. The credit of initiating this development 
belongs equally to the two great geniuses of the seventeenth 
century, Newton and Leibnitz, who, as we know to-day, made 
their discoveries independently of one another. While Newton 
in his investigations may have succeeded in stating his concepts 
more clearly, Leibnitz s notation and methods of calculation are 
more highly developed; even to-day these formal portions of 
Leibnitz’s work form an indispensable element in the theory. 

1. The Definite Integral 

We first encounter the integral in the problem of measuring the 
area of a plane region bounded by curved lines. More refined 
considerations then permit us to separate the notion of integral 
from the naive intuitive idea of area, and to express it analyti- 
caUy m tei^ of the notion of number only. This analytical 
de^tion of the mtegral we shaU find to be of great significance, 
not only because it alone enables us to attain complete clarity 
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in OUT concepts, bnt also because its applications extend far 
beyond tbe calculation of areas. 

We begin by considering the matter intuitively. 

1. The Integral as an Area. 

Let us suppose that we are given a function /(a;) which is 
continuous and positive in an interval, and that a and h {a < h) 
are two values in that interval. We think of the function as re- 
presented by a curve, and consider the area of the region which 
is bounded above by the curve, at the sides by the straight lines 
03 = a and x — b, and below by the portion of the oj-axis be- 
tween the points a and b (fig. 1). 

That there is a definite meaning in speaking of the area 
of this region is an assumption inspired by intuition, which we 



Fig. I Fig. 2. — Upper sum and lower sum 


here state expressly as a hj^othesis. We call this area FJ' the 
definite integral of the function f(x) between the limits a and b. 
"R^en we actually seek to assign a numerical value to this area, 
we find that we are in general unable to measure areas with 
curved boundaries; but we can measure polygons with straight 
sides by dividing them into rectangles and triangles. Such a 
subdivision of our area is usually impossible. It is, however, 
only a short step to conceive of the area as the limiting value 
of a sum of areas of rectangles, in the following manner. We 
subdivide the part of the a3-axis between a and h into n e(]^ual 
parts, and at each point of division we erect the ordinate up to 
the curve; the area is thus divided into n strips. We can no 
more calculate the area of such strips than we could that of the 
original surface; but if, as shown in fig. 2, we find first the least 
and then the greatest value of the function f{x) in each sub- 
interval, and then replace the corresponding strip (1) by a rectangle 
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whose height is equal to the least value of the function,, and (2) 
by a rectangle whose height is equal to the greatest value of the 
function, we obtain two step-shaped figures. (In fig. 2 the first 
of these is drawn with a solid line, the second being shown by 
dotted lines.) The first step-shaped figure obviously has an 
area which is at most equal to the area which we are trying 
to determine; the second has an area which is at least as large as 
F^. If we denote the sum of the areas of the first set of rect- 
angles by Fn {lower sum), and the sum of the areas of the 

second set by F^ {upper sum), we have the relation 
Fn^Fa^^T,. 

If we now make the subdivision finer and finer, i.e. let n 
increase without lifnit, intuition tells us that the quantities 
Fn and Fn approach closer and closer to each other and tend 
to the same limit FJ^. We may therefore consider our integral 
as the limiting value 

Fa^ ~ lim Fn = lim 

• n— >00 w-4-00 

Intuition also shows us the possibility of an immediate 
generalization. It is by no means necessary that the n sub- 
intervals should all be of the same length. They may, on the 
contrary, have different lengths, provided only that as n increases 
the length of the longest sub-interval tends to 0. 

2. The Analytical Definition of the Integral. 

In the above section we have considered the definite integral 
as a number given by an area, and hence to a certain extent 
pieviously known, and have subsequently represented it as a 
limiting value. We shall now reverse the procedure. We no 
longer take the point of view that we know by intuition how an 
area can be assigned to the region under a continuous curve, 
or, indeed, that this is possible; we shall, on the contrary, begin 
with sums formed in a purely analytical way, like the upper 
and lower sums defined previously, and shall then prove that 
these sums tend to a definite limit. We take this limiting value 
as the definition of the integral and of the area. We are naturally 
led to adopt the formal symbols which have been used in the 
integral calculus since Leibnitz’s time. 
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Let f {x) be a function which is positive and continuous in 
the intexval a ^ x ^ 6 (of length b — a). We think of the in- 
terval as divided by (n — 1) points ajg? • • • > ^n-i bito n equal 
or unequal sub-intervals, and in addition we put Xq ■== x^ = b. 
In each interval we choose a perfectly arbitrary point, which 
may be within the interval or at either end; suppose that in the 
first interval we choose the point ii, in the second the point 
I 2 , . . • j in the w-th the point Instead of the continuous 
function f(x) we now consider a discontinuous function (step- 
function) which has the constant value f{ii) in the first sub-' 
interval, the constant value /( ^ 2 ) the second sub-interval, . . . , 



the constant value /(^„) in the n-th sub-interval. As is shown in 
fig. 3, the graph of this step-function defines a series of rectangles, 
the sum of whose areas is given by the expression 

— {x^ — ^o)/(^l) (^2 %)/(l’2) +•••”}■ (^n ^n-l)f(^n)- 

This expression is usually shortened by using the summation 
sign S: 

1^=1 

by introducing the symbol 

Ax^ = x^ — 

we can abbreviate it still further: 



8o 


FUNDAMENTAL IDEAS 


[Chap 


(Here tte symbol A is not a factor, but denotes difference 
The whole inseparable symbol by definition, means the 
length of the j/-th sub-interval.) Our basic assertion may now 
be stated as follows: 

If tee let the number of points of division increase ivithout limit 
and at the same time let the length of the longest sub-interval tend 
to 0, then the above sum tends to a limit. This limit is independent 
of the particular manner in which the points of division x^, x^, ^ 

and the intermediate points - • • ? chosen. 

This limiting value we shall call the definite integral of the 
functiony* (a?), the integrand^ between the limits a and h\ as we have 
already mentioned, we shall consider it as the definition * of the 
area under the curve y=f{x), for a^x^b. Our basic 
assertion may then be re-worded thus: If f{x) is continuous 
in a ^ a; ^ 6 its definite integral between the limits a and b exists. 

This theorem on the existence of the definite integral of a 
continuous function can be proved by purely analytical methods, 
without appealing to intuition. We shall nevertheless pass it 
over for the present and return to it in the Appendix to this 
chapter (p. 131), after the use of the concept of integral has 
stimulated the reader’s interest in constructing a firm foundation 
for it. For the moment we shall content ourselves with the fact 
that the intuitive considerations on pp. 77-78 have made the 
theorem appear extremely plausible. 

3. Extensions, Notation, Fundamental Rules. 

^ The above definition of the integral as the limit of a sum led 
Leibnitz to express the integral by the following symbol: 


“■'tegral sign is a modification of a summation sign whicli 
fiad tlie stape of a long S. The passage to the limit from a sub- 
mvision of the mterval into finite portions is suggested by 
the use of the letter d in place of A. We must, however, guard 
omselves agaimt thinking of dx as an “ infinitely small quan- 
■1 7 or mfinitesimal ”, or of the integral as the “ sum of 

■way, and Sen defi geometrical 

definition (of. oSp. V, §2! No. 1 (p^ IS) ^ eqmyalent to the above limit- 
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an infinite number of infinitely small quantities Such a con- 
ception would be devoid of any clear meaning; it is onlv a naive 
befogging of what we have previously carried out with precision. 

In the above figures we have assumed (1) that the function 
f{x) is positive throughout the inten-al, and (2) that b>a. The 
formula which defines the integral as the limit of a sum is, how- 
ever, independent of any such assumptions. For jif{x) is negative 
in all or part of our interval, the only effect is to make the corre- 
sponding factors f{Q in our sum negative instead of positive. 
To the region bomided by the part of the curve below the a;-axis 
we shall naturally assign a negative area, which is in agreement 
with the familiar convention of sign in anal}i:ical geometry. 
Ihe total area bounded bv a 

aV 

curve will thus in general be the \ 
sum of positive and negative 
terms, corresponding respectively 
to the portions of the curve above 
and below the x-axis/"^ 

If we also omit the condition q 
a<b and assume that a>b, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

we can still retain our arithmetical 

definition of integral; the only change is that when we traverse 
the interval from a to b the difierences are negative. We 
are thus led to the relation 

f{x)dx= f{x)dx, 

which holds for all values of a and b {a 4 = b). In conformity with 
this we define f f{x)dx as equal to zero. 

‘'a 

Our definition immediately gives the basic relation (see fig. 4): 

£ fix]dx -F j‘ fix) dx = f{x)dx 

for a <b <c. By means of the preceding relations we at 
■once find that this equation is also true for any position of the 
points a, b, c relative to one another. 

We obtain a simple but important fundamental rule by 

For the area of regions bounded by arbitrary closed curves see Chap. V, 
§ 2, p. 269, 
rETQS) 



7 



83 FUNDAMENTAL IDEAS [Chap. 

considering tie function cf(x), where c is a constant. From 
the definition of the integral we immediately obtain 


t cf{x)dx=c f f(x}dx. 

Ja Cl 


Further, we assert the following addition rule: If 
f{x) =^{x)+ >f)(x), 

then 

J f{x)dx = J (l>(x)dx-h J ip(x)dx. 

Tile proof is quite simple. 

We add a final remark, wMch is perfectly obvious, but very important 
in applications, about the “ yariable of integration We have written 


our integral in the form 


f f(x)dx. 

•J a 


J’or evaluating the integral it does not 


matter whether we use the letter x or any other letter to denote the 
abscissae of the co-ordinate system, i.e. the independent variable. The 
particular symbol we use for the variable of integration is therefore a matter 

of complete indifference; instead of / f(x)dx we could equally well write 

pb rb da 

I f(i)dt or / f(u)du or any similar expression. 
da da 


2. Examples 

We are now in a position to carry out the limiting process 
prescribed by oui definition of the integral, and thus actually 
to calculate the area in question in a number of special cases; this 
we shall do in a series of examples, where (except in No. 5, p. 86) 
we shall make use of the upper or lower sum alone.* 


1. Integration of a Linear Function. 

We first consider the function f{x) = x'^, where 7i is an integer greater 


than or equal to 0. For n — 0, i.e. for f(x) ■ 
that we simply write it down; 


1, the result is so obvious 


For the function f{x)^ x the integration is again a triviality from the 
geometrical point of view. The integral of the function f{x) = x, 

xdx, 


for the reader to prove that in the follow- 
at the same result, 
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is simply the area of the trapezoid shown in fig. 5, which by an elemen- 
tary formula has the value 

We shall now verify that our limiting process leads to exactly the same 
result. In calculating the limit we can restrict ourselves to the discussion 
of upper sums or lower sums. We subdivide the interval from a to 6 into 
n equal parts by means of the points of division 

a h, (X -f- 2A, . . . , a -j- {n — \)h, 

where h= {b — a)jn. The integral must then be the limit of the follow- 
ing sum, which is an upper sum iih < a and a low^er sum if 6 > a; 



Fig. 5 Fig. 6 

By an elementary formula we have 

1 + 2-1-. .. -f (ti — 1)= in{n — 1), 
and our expression may therefore be written in the form 

nh(a+h = {b- a)(a+ +— 

As n increases the right-hand side obviously tends to the limit 
(h - a) {a + - a)} = 

which was to be proved. 

2. Integration of x^, 

A problem not quite so simple is that of integrating the function 
f(x) = x^, or, in geometrical language, of determining the area of the region 
bounded by a segment of a parabola, a segment of the a;-axis and two 
ordinates. We consider e.g. the integral 



where 6^0 (see fig. 6), and divide the interval 0 ^ ic ^ b into n equal 
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Since botli numerator and denominator are continuous in t this iiroit is 
at once determined if we substitute t == 1. We thus arrive at the limit 
si 

; and so for every positive rational value of a we obtain 

r ~ 5 a -f 1' 

the inte,gral formula 



a+ 1 


This formula remains valid for negative rational values of a, provided 
we exclude the value a = —1 for which the formula used above for the 
sum of the geometric progression loses its meaning. We have now to 


investigate the limit of the expression 


g-1 

ga+l — 1 


for negative values of a, 


say a = —rjs. To do this we put = t; we obtain 


q s= = q—0'-~s)ls ~ 


We accordingly seek to determine the limiting value of 


We leave it to the reader to prove that this limit is again equal to 
— ?— :j-; that is, that we have the integral formula 

pb 

/ x'^ dx = 

Ja a + 1 

for the general case of rational values of a either positive or negative, 
"vnth the exception of o: = —1. 

The form of the right-hand side of this equation shows that the ex- 
pression is not valid for a == — 1, since both numerator and denominator 
would then be zero. 

It is natural to suppose that the range of validity of our last formula 
extends also to irrational values of a. "We shall actually establish this in 
§ 7 (p. 129) by a simple passage to the limit. 


5. Integration of sinx and cosx. 

As a last example we consider the function f{x) = sin a;. This too we 
shall treat by means of a special device. We express the integral 

rb 


f 


sina;c2a; 


as the limit of the following sum: 

= ^{sm(a “h -h sm(a + . -f- sin (a + nh)}, 

where Ji = --- . We multiply the right-hand bracket by 2 sin and 



87 


II] EXAMPLES OF INTEGRATION 

recall the well-known trigonometrical formula 

2 &mu sin 23 = cos(2i — v) — eos(w -f v); 


provided h is not a multiple of 27 t, we thus obtain the formula 


h 

• 2 sin - 
2 


3(a + “ cos^a -r 


4- ... d- cos { 


A 

2 sin 


^ jcos(a + ^) - cos(a + I . 

“2 I j 


Since a + tiA = 6, the integral becomes the limit of 
h 


2 sin - I 

2 I 


f cos 4 ^ j — cos ^6 4 I as ^ 0. 


Now we know from Chapter I (p. 47) that as k tends to 0, the expres- 
7i h 

sion approaches the. limit 1. The desired Hmit is then simply 

<503 a — cos h, and we thus arrive at the integral formula 


/ 

a 


sin a; dx = — (cos 6 — cos a). 


In the same way, as the reader may verify for himself, we obtain the 
formula 

/ cosa; dx = sin6 — sin a. 
da 

Almost every one of these examples has been attacked by means of 
■some special method or particular device. The essential point of the 
systematic integral and differential calculus is the very fact that instead 
•of such special devices we utilize considerations of a general character 
which lead us directly to the desired result. In order to arrive at these 
methods we must now turn our attention to the other fundamental con- 
cept of higher analysis, the derivative. 


Exaiviples 

1. Find the area bounded by the parabola y= 2a;® 4 4 1» the 

ordinates a; = 1 and a; = 3, and the rc-axis. 

'2. Find the area bounded by the parabola y = 4 1 ^^^d the straight 

tine y = 3 4 22. 
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3. Find the area bounded by the parabola if- — 5x and the straight 

line 2j — I -T X. 

4. rind the area bounded by the parabola y = and the straight, 
line y = ax -f h, 

5. Using the methods in the text, evaluate the integrals 

(a) j [x-{-lY^dx, (6) j sinyfcdx, (c) J c 


where a is an arbitrary integer. 

6. Use the formulse obtained in Ex. 5, along wdtii the identities’. 
sin2x= cos2,r, cos^.^ = i — i cos 2a', to prove that 

fb _ Z? — a , sin 26 — sin 2a 

J * T" ^ 4 ’ 

•J a “ 

h — a sin 26 ~ sin 2a 
s 


/ 


pb 

7. By use of Ex. 1, p. 2S, evaluate / o^dx, using division into equal 

d a 

sub-intervals. 

pi 

8. Evaluate / (1 — xf^dx (where n is an integer) by expanding the 

•'o 


bracket. 


3. The Derivative 

The concept of the derivative, like that of the integral, is of 
intuitive origin. Its sources are (1) the problem of constructing 
the tangent to a given curve at a given point and (2) the problem 
of finding a precise definition for the velocity in an arbitrary 
motion. 

1. The Derivative and the Tangent. 

We shall first take up the tangent problem. If P is a point 
on a given curve (see fig. 7), we shall, in conformity with naive 
intuition, define the tangent to the curve at the point P by means 
of the following geometrical limiting process. In addition to the 
point P, we consider a second point P^ on the curve. Through 
the two points P, P^^ we draw a straight line, a secant of the 
curve. If we now let the point move along the curve towards 
the point P, this secant ■will tend to a limiting position which is 
independent of the side from which P^ approaches P. This 
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limiting position of the secant is tke tangent, and the statement 
that such a limiting position of the secant exists is equivalent 
to the assumption that the curve has a definite tangent or a 
definite direction at the point P. (We have used the word as- 
sumption ’’ because we have actually made one. The hyiDothesis 
that the tangent exists is valid for most simple curves, but is by 
no means true for all curves, or even for all continuous curves. ) 

Once we have represented our curve by means of a function 
y = fi^) ■ti-e problem arises of representing our geometrical 
limiting process analytically, 
using the function f{x). We 
take the angle which a straight 
line I makes with the oj-axis as 
being the angle through which 
the positive cc-axis must bo 
turned in the positive direction'-' 
in order to become for the first 
time parallel to the line I Let , 
ai be the angle which the 
secant PP^ forms with the 
positive cr-axis (cf. fig. 7) and a the angle which the tangent 
forms with the positive cr-axis. Then if we disregard the case of 
a perpendicular tangent we obviously have 

lim % — a, 

where the meaning of the symbols is perfectly clear. If x, y{=:f(x)) 
and y^[=zf(x-^) are the co-ordinates of the points P and P^ 
respectively, we immediately havef 



— X x-^ — X 

and thus our limiting process is represented by the equation 


* That is, in such a direction that a rotation of * 77/2 brings it into coincidence 
"with the positive ^/-axis; in other words, counter-clockwise. 

t In order that this equation may have a meaning, we must assume that 
0 < 1 ~ I < 3, 8 being chosen sufficiently small. In what follows, corre- 
sponding assumptions will often be made tacitly in the steps leading up to 
limiting processes. 
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Tie expression 

fjxi) -fix) ^ ^ ^ 

— X x^ — X Ax 

we call the difference quotient of the function y since the 

s\TQbols Ay and Ax denote the differences of the function 
ij zz=:f[x) and of the independent variable x. (Here, as on p. 79, 
the symbol A is an abbreviation for difference, and is not a factor.) 
The tangent of a, the direction angle of the curve, ^ is therefore 
equal to the limit to which the difference quotient of our function 
tends when tends to x. 

We call this limit the derivative f of the function y f{x) 
at the point x and, as Lagrange did, use the symbol y' = f'{x) to 

denote it, or, as Leibnitz did, the sjnnbol 1 ™ or or ^ fix). 

^ ^ dx dx dx^^ ^ 

On p. 100 we shall discuss the meaning of Leibnitz’s notation in 
more detail; here we would point out that the notation f(x) 
■expresses the fact that the derivative is itself a function of x, 
since it has a definite value for each value of x in the interval 
which we are considering. This fact is sometimes emphasized by 
the use of the terms derived function^ derived curve (see p. 99). 
We again quote the definition of the derivative; 

/' {x) == lim 

Xi — > X Xj^ X 

or 

dx dx xi~>x x^ — X aa: 0 Ax 

= lim "~/(^ ) 

/2~^n h. ’ 

where in the last expression we have replaced x^hj x+ k 
It is impossible to find the derivative merely by putting 
2*1 =: a? in the expression for the difference quotient, for then the 
nimierator and denominator would both be equal to 0 and we 

^ The slope or gradient of the curve is given hj tana, and hence the term 
theemve derivative of the function represented by 

coefficient is also used, particularly in the older text- 

t C auchy s notation l)f[x) is also occasionally found in the literature. | 
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sliould be led to tbe meaningless expression 0/0. On tbe con- 
trary, the actual performance of tbe passage to tbe limit in each 
individual case depends upon certain preliminary steps (trans- 
formation of tbe difference quotient). 

For example, for tbe function /(a:) = we have* 


x^~~ X ^1 — 3 ? 

This function % + re is not the same function as ■ 1 , for the function 


■ X is defined at one point where the quotient is undefined, 

1 

namely, the point == x, Por all other values of aq the two functions 
are equal to one another; hence in the above passage to the limit, in 
which we specifically required that =1= x, we obtain the same value 

iC 2 - ^2 

for lim — as for lim {Xi + a;). But since the function oji -f x is de- 

X ^ X 

fined and continuous at the point x^ = x, we can do with it what we could 
not do with the quotient, namely, pass to the limit by simply putting = x, 
For the derivative we then obtain the expression 




d(x^) 

dx 


= 2x. 


Tbe carrying out of sucb a process, i.e. tbe actual formation of 
“tibe derivative, is called tbe dijferentiation of tbe function /(x). 
We shall see later bow this process of differentiation can 
actually be carried out in all important cases. 

Now tbe fact that tbe problem of differentiating a given 
function bas a definite meaning apart from tbe geometrical 
intuition of tbe tangent is of great significance. Tbe reader 
will recall that in tbe case of tbe integral we freed ourselves 
from tbe geometrical intuition of area, and on the contrary based 
tbe notion of area on tbe definition of tbe integral. Now, inde- 
pendently of tbe geometrical representation of a function 
y == f(x) by means of a curve, we shall define tbe derivative of 
the function y =/(x) as being tbe new function y' =/(x) given 
by tbe equation above, provided always that tbe limit of tbe 
difference quotient exists. , If this limit exists we say that tbe 
function /(cc) is differentiable. From now on we shall assume that 
function dealt with is differentiable unless specific men- 


* Cf . p. 89, second footnote. 
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tion is made to tlie contrary.^ It should be observed that if the 
function f{x) is to be differentiable at the point x the limit as 

h 0 of the quotient must exist inde'pendently 

of the manner in which h tends to 0, whether it be through positive 
values or through negative values or without restriction as to 
sign. 

Once we have found the derivative /'(a;), we take the direction 
which makes an angle a with the positive ir-axis given by the 
equation tana==/'(a^) as the direction of the tangent to the 
curve at the point {x, y). We thus avoid the difficulties which 
arise out of the indefiniteness of the geometrical view, since we 


iV 



0 


X 


0 


Fig. 8. — Tangents to graphs of increasing and decreasing functions 


base the geometrical definition on the analytical and not vice 
versa. 

Nevertheless, the visualization of the derivative as the tangent 
to the curve is an important aid to understanding, even in purely 
analytical discussions. Accordingly we shall at once accept the 
following statement based on geometrical intuition: 

If f (x) is positive and the curve is traversed in the direction of 
increasing x, then the tangent slants upwards, and therefore at the 
point in question the curve rises as x increases] if, on the other hand, 
f'(x) is negative, the tangent slants downwards and the curve falls 
as X increases (see fig. 8). Analytically this follows from the 

— j - jn fix) 

remark that the limit of — AiJ cannot be positive 

unless the function is increasing at the point x, by which we 

* Examples of eases in wiiicli tlds assumption is not satisfied will be given 
later (see p. 97). 
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mean that for all values of h sufficiently close to 0 tEe value of 
h) is greater or smaller than /(a;) according as h is positive 
or negative. We can, of course, make a corresponding statement 
for the case where f (x) is negative. 

2. The Derivative as a Velocity. 

Just as naive intuition led us to the notion of the direction 
of the tangent to a curve, so it causes us to assign a velocity to a 
motion. The definition of velocity leads us once again to exactly 
the same limiting process as we have already caUed differentia- 
tion. 

Let us consider, for example, the motion of a point on a 
straight line, the position of the point being determined by a 
single co-ordinate y. This co-ordinate y is the distance, with its 
proper sign, of our moving point from a fixed point on the line. 
The motion is given if we know ^ as a function of the time t, 
y If this function is a linear function/(^) = ct+ 6, we call 

the motion a uniform motion with ike velocity c, and for every pair 
of values t and t^ which are not equal to one another we can write 

c = 


The velocity is therefore the difference quotient of the function 
ct + b, and this difference quotient is completely independent 
of the particular pair of instants which we fix upon. But what 
are we to understand by the velocity of motion at an instant t 
if the motion is no longer uniform? 

In order to arrive at this definition we consider the difference 


quotient 


t-j^ — t 


, which we shall call the average velocity in 


the time interval between ti and t. If now this average velocity 
tends to a definite limit when we let the instant come closer 
and closer to t, we shall naturally define this limit as the velocity 
at the time t. In other words: the velocity at ike time t is the deri- 
ixxtive 


Erom this new meaning of the derivative, which in itself has 
nothing to do with the tangent problem, we see that it really is 
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appropriate to define tlie limiting process of differentiation as a 
purely analytical operation independent of geometrical intuitions. 
Here again the differentiability of the position-function is an 
assumption which we shall always tacitly make, and which, in 
fact, is absolutely necessary if the notion of velocity is to have 
any meaning. 

As a simple example of the connexion between motion and velocity 
we consider the case of a freely falling body. We begin with the experi- 
mentally established law that the distance traversed in time t by a freely 
falling body is proportional to and therefore can be represented by a 
function of the form 

y = /(O = 


As on p. 91, we find immediately that the velocity is given by the ex- 
pression f'(t) = 2at, which shows ns that the velocity of a freely falling 
body increases in proportion to the time. 


3. Examples. 

We now proceed to work ont a number of examples of the actual dif- 
ferentiation of functions. We begin with the function y = /(a;) = c, where 
c is a constant. It is then always true that f(x + — /(^) = c — c = 0,. 

f(x -j“ Jli'j ,/(^) 

so that lim r = 0; that is, the derivative of a constant is zero^ 

Ji 

For a linear function y = f(x) = ca; -p 5, we find that 


lim 



ch 


Further, we shall differentiate the function 


y = /(^) = 


at first assuming that (x is a positive integer. Provided =|= x, we have- 

Xj — X Xi — x’ 

the right-hand side of this equation is equal to -f ^ a; 
as we see either by direct division or by using the formula for the sum of 
a geometric progression. The new expression for the right-hand side ofi 
the equation is a continuous function, and so we can carry out the passage- 
to the limit {x^ -> x) by simply replacing aq everywhere by x. Bach term" 
is then and since the number of terms is exactly a, we obtain, 
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We arrive at the same result if a is a negative integer — (E; we miistj 
however, assume that x is not zero. We then find that” 

1 - i 

a;, - ^ iTi - a; - a; ~~ 

_ 4“ . . . -f 

• 


Once again we can carry out the passage to the limit simply by replacing 
Xj everywhere by x. Then just as above we obtain for the limit the 
expression 

-13-1 

x-p 


Hence for negative integral values of a the derivative is again given by 

y'= aa;“--i. 

Finally, we shall prove the same formula where x is positive and a any 
rational number. We suppose that a = p/g, where p and q are both in- 
tegers and, moreover, positive. (If one of them were negative no essential 
changes in the proof would be needed; for a = 0 the result is already 
known, since x^ is then constant.) We now’ have 

U^\) — /(a--) ^ 

— X Xi — X 


If we now put — 5 and x-^^^ = 5^, we obtain 

/(^i) -/w __ 5 -f . . . + 

-- a: -f- • • • -f 


After this last transformation we can immediately perform the passage 
to the limit (a;i a; or, w’hat amounts to the same thing, 5i 5)> 
obtain for the limiting value the expression 


or finally 


■w' = ? — •? = ? ajP/S'-l 

q 5 *^”^ 9. 9. 9 * 

r{x)^y'=^ajx^^\ 


which is formally the same result as before. We leave it for the reader to 
prove for himseM that the same differentiation formula holds for negative 
rational indices also. We shall come back (p. 130) to the differentiation of 
powers once we have developed the theory in a more connected form. 

As a further example we finally consider the differentiation of the 
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fcrigonometric functions, sin re and cos re. We use the elementary trigono- 
metrical formula 

sin (re -f ^) — sinre __ sin re cosh + cos re sink — sin re 
_ ^ 


cosh'— 1 , sinii 

; sinrc cosre— — . 

h h 


Now from Chapter I, § 7 (pp. 47-48), we know that 

„ sin^ , T cos^ — 1 ^ 

lim — ■ = 1, iim = 0. 

/j_^0 h A— >0 h 

For the required derivative we thus immediately obtain 

£?(smre) __ 


y 


dx 


The function y — cosre can be differentiated in exactly the same way. 
Starting with 

cos(re4- A) — cosre cos^ — 1 . smh 

i — 1 — i = cosre — sinre , 

h h h 

and taking the limit as ^ 0, we at once obtain the derivative 

' — (cosre) __ 


4. Some Fundamental Rules for Differentiation. 

Just as in the case of the integral, certain simple but funda- 
mental rules for forming the derivative follow immediately from 
the definition. If <j} (x) = f{x) + g (x), then ({>' (x) — f {x) -f g'{x)\ 
ain, ]iijj{x) = cf{x) (where c is a constant), then if;'{x) = cf'{x). 
we have 

<f>{x+h) — j>{x) _ /(rr + A)— / (x) g{x + h) — g{x) 


h h 

and our statements follow directly by passage to the limit. 

According to these rules, for example, the derivative of the 
function (f>{x) = f{x) ax -j- b (where a and b are constants) is 
given by the equation 

<j/ (a;) = f' (x) 
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5. Differentiability and Continuity of Functions. 


It is useful to note that if we know that a function can 
be differentiated we need not give any special proof of its 
•continuity. 

If a function is differentiable, then it is necessarily continuous. 
For if the difference quotient approaches a 


■definite limit as h tends to zero, the numerator of the fraction, 
that is, f{x + h) — f{x), must tend to zero with h] and this fact 
•expresses the continuity of 
the function f{x) at the 
point X, 

The converse of this, 
however, is absolutely false; 
it is not true that every con- 
tinuous function has a de- 
rivative at every point. The 
simplest example disprov- 
ing this assumption is the 
function f{x) — \x\, i.e. f{x) = —x for a? g 0 and f{x) = x for 
.X ^ 0; its graph is shown in fig. 9. At the point cc = 0 this 
function is continuous, but has no derivative. The limit of 





h 


is equal to 1 if A tends to 0 through positive 


values, and is equal to —1 if A tends to zero through negative 
values; if we do not restrict the sign of A, no limit exists. ^Ye 
say that our function has different right-hand and left-hand 
derivatives at the point x, where by right-hand derivative and 
left-hand derivative we mean respectively the limiting values of 


J{x + h) —fix) 
h 


as A approaches 0 through positive values only 


and negative values only. The differentiability of a function thus 
requires not merely that the right-hand and left-hand derivatives 
•exist, but that they are equal. Geometrically the inequality 
of the two derivatives means that the curve has a sharp 
corner. 

As further examples of points where a continuous function is 
not differentiable we consider the points where the derivative 
becomes infinite, i.e. the points at which there exists neither a 
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right-Eand nor a left-hand derivative, the difierence quotient 

' increasing beyond all bounds as A*->0. For 

h 

example, the function y=f{x) = is defined and con- 

tinuous for all values of x. For all non-zero values of x its deri- 
vative is given (p. 95) by the formula ^' == j x"^. At the point 

« = 0 we have /(^+ ^ and we see at once 

I h 

that as ^ 0 the expression has no limiting value, but, on the 

contrary, tends to 00. This state of affairs is often briefly de- 
scribed by saying that the function possesses an infinite deri- 



vative, or the derivative oo^ at tha point in question; we should 
remember, however, that this merely means that as h tends to 0 
the difference quotient increases beyond all bounds, and that the 
derivative in the sense in which we have defined it really does 
not exist. The geometrical meaning of an infinite derivative is 
that the tangent to the curve is vertical (cf. fig. 10). 

The function y ~f{x) = '\/x, which is defined and con- 
tinuous for a? ^ 0, is also non-differentiable at the point x= 0, 
Since y is undefined for negative values of x, we here consider 

the right-hand derivative only. The equation U" = -L 

h 's/h 

shows us that this derivative is infinite; the curve touches the 
«^-axis at the origin (fig. 11). 

Finally, in the function y= we have a case in 

which the right-hand derivative at the point jr = 0 is positive 
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and infinite, while the left-hand derivative is negative and 
infinite, as follows from the relation 


As a matter of fact, the 
continnons curve y = x^, 
the so-called semi-cuhical 
famhola or NeiVs para- 
bola, has at the origin a 
cusp perpendicular to . the 
ic-axis (cf. fig. 12). 

6. Higher Derivatives and i 



sir Significance. 


The derivative f'(x) of a function is itself a function of 
the graph of which we call the derived curve of the given curve. 
For example the derived curve of the parabola ^ is a 



straight line, represented hj the function y = 2x, The derived 
curve of the sine curve y = smx is the cosine cxirve y = cosx; 
similarly, the derived curve of the curve y=:cosx is the curve 
y = —sin a?. (Any of these latter curves can be obtained from 
the others by translation in the direction of the jr-axis, as is 
shown in fig. 13.) 
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It is now quite a natural step to form the derived curves 
of the derived curves, i.e. to form the derivative of the function 
f(x) = (fyix). This derivative 


provided that it really exists, we shall call the second derivative 
of the function /(a;), and we shall denote it hj f"{x). 

Similarly, we may attempt to form the derivative of /'(a;), 
the so-called third derivative of f{x), which we then denote by 
f''(x). In the case of most functions of importance there is noth- 
ing to hinder us from imagining this process repeated as many 
times as we like, and from thus defining an ?^-th derivative 
Occasionally it will be convenient to call the function f{x) its 
own O-th derivative.* 

If the independent variable is interpreted as the time t and 
the motion of a point is represented by means of the function 
/(Q, the physical meaning of the second derivative is found to 
be the velocity with which the velocity f{t) changes, or, as it is 
usually called, the acceleration. Later (pp. 158-159) we shall 
discuss the geometrical interpretation of the second derivative in 
detail. Here, however, we may note the following facts: at a 
point where f\x) is positive, f{x) increases as x increases; if, on 
the other hand, f\x) is negative, f{x) decreases as x increases. 

7. The Derivative and the Difference Quotient. 

The fact that in the limiting process which defines the deri^ 
vative the difference Ax tends to 0 is sometimes expressed by 
saying that the quantity Ax becomes infinitely small. This expres- 
sion indicates that the passage to the limit is regarded as a pro- 
cess during which the quantity Ax is never zero, yet approaches 
zero as closely as we please. In Leibnitz’s notation -the passage 
to the limit in the process of differentiation is symbolically ex- 
pressed by replacing the symbol A by the symbol d, so that we 
can define Leibnitz’s symbol for the derivative by the equation 

dx 

* The terms second, third, . . . , nddi differential coefficient are also used; of. 
•second footnote, p. 90. 
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If, however, we wish to obtain a clear grasp of the meaning of 
the differential calcnliis we must beware of regarding the deri- 
vative as the (Quotient of two quantities which are actually 

“ infinitely small Tke difference quotient ^ absolutely must 

Ax 

be formed with differences Ax which are not equal to 0 . After 
the forming of this difference quotient we must imagine the 
passage to the limit carried out by means of a transformation or 
some other device. We have no right to suppose that first Ax 
goes through something like a limiting process and reaches a 
value which is infinitesimally small but still not 0, so that Ax 
and Ay are replaced by ‘‘ infinitely small quantities ’’ or in- 
finitesimals ” dx and dy, and that the quotient of these quanti- 
ties is then formed. Such a conception of the derivative is in- 
compatible with the clarity of ideas demanded in mathematics: 
in fact, it is entirely meaningless. For a great many simple- 
minded people it undoubtedly has a certain charm, the charm of 
mystery which is always associated with the word “ infinite 
and in the early days of the differential calculus even Leibnitz 
himself was capable of combining these vague mystical ideas 
with a thoroughly clear understanding of the limiting process. 
It is true that this fog which hung round the foundations of the 
new science did not prevent Leibnitz or his great successors 
from finding the right path. But this does not release us from 
the duty of avoiding every such hazy idea in our building-up 
of the differential and integral calculus. 

The notation of Leibnitz, however, is not merely attractive 
in itself, but is actually of great flexibility and the utmost 
usefulness. The reason is that in many calculations and formal 
transformations we can deal with the symbols dy and dx 
in exactly the same way as if they were ordinary numbers. They 
enable us to give neater expression to many calculations which 
can be carried out without their use. In the foUoAving pages 
we shall see this fact verified over and over again, and shall 
find ourselves justified in making free and repeated use of it, 
provided we do not lose sight of the symbolical character of 
the signs dy and dm. 

For the second and higher derivatives also Leibnitz has 
devised a notation of great suggestiveness and practical utility. 
He thinks of the second derivative as the limit of the “ second 
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difference quotient ’’ in the following manner. In addition to 
the variable x we consider x-\-'h and = x-\- 2h. We 
then take the second difference quotient as meaning the first 
difference quotient of the first difference quotient, i.e. the ex- 
pression 


h 


where y=f{x), =/(%), and y^=f{x^). If we also write 

li = Aa; and — Ay^, y^-~ y = Ay, we may appropriately 
call the expression in the last bracket the difference of the differ- 
ence of y or the second difference of y and write symbolically * 

^2 “ + r = “ Ay = A{Ay) == A2y. 


In this sjnnbolic notation the second difference quotient is then 
A^y 

bitten — where the denominator is really the square of Aa;, 

[Axy ’ 


while in the numerator the number 2 symbolically denotes the 
repetition of the difference process. This symbolism for the 
difference quotient f led Leibnitz to introduce the notation 


»"“/"(»)= g, 


=/■"(*) 


for the second and higher derivatives, and we shall find that this 
notation also stands the test of use. 


8. The Mean Value Theorem. 

Between the derivatiye J =f{x) and the difference quotient 

there easts a simple relation which is important for many 
purposes. This relation is known as the mean value theorem. 


Here AA - A^ is not a square, but merely a symbol for 
uiuerence or second difference 


' difference of ; 


t We must emphasize that the statement that the second derivative mav be 
represent as the limit of the second difference qnotient reS proo? For 
3 derivative, not in this vra.y, but m the limit 

difference quotient of the tot derivative. U aotu“ fact to 
nTni W ^?dent. provided to second derivative is continuou^ the 

proof, however, is not given, as we have no particular need of it here. 
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and is obtained in the following way. We consider the difference 
quotient 


Ax 


of a function f{x), and assume that the derivative exists every- 
where in the interval x^, so that the graph of the curve 

has a tangent everywhere. The 
difference quotient will be re- 
presented by the direction of the 
secant (see fig. 14 ); it is, in fact, 
the tangent of the angle a shown 
in the figure. Let us imagine 
this secant shifted parallel to 
itself. At least once it will reach 
•a position in which it is a tangent 
to the curve at a point between 
a?! and Xg, namely, at the point 
of the curve which is at the 
greatest distance from the secant. Hence there will be an inter- 
mediate value i such that 



Fig. 14. — ^To illustrate the mean value 
theorem 


Xi X2 

This statement is called the mean valm theorem of the differential 
calculus. We can also express it somewhat differently by noticing 
that the number i may be written in the form 


where 0 is a certain number between 0 and 1. In applications of 
the mean value theorem we shall often find that 6 cannot be 
more accurately determined than this, but it will usually turn 
out that a more accurate value is not needed. When accurately 
formulated, then, the mean value theorem runs as follows: 

If f(x) is continuous in the closed interval and 

differentiable at every ‘point of the open interval < x < Xg, then 
there is at least one value 0, where 0 < 0 < 1, such that 
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If we replace % by x and by aj + h, we can express tke 
mean value tbeorem by the formula 

f{x+ h)-f{x) _ 
h 

We wish to emphasize that while it is essential that f(x} 
should be continuous for all points of the interval, including the 
end-points, we need not assume that the derivative exists at 
the end-points. This apparently trivial remark is actually useful 
in many applications. 

If at any point in the interior of the interval the derivative 
fails to exist, the mean value theorem is not necessarily true. 

This is shown by -the example 
f{x)=\x\, p. 97. 

We can complete our intuitive 
argument by the following con- 
siderations. There is at least one 
point P on the curve which has 
^ the greatest possible distance from 
the chord joining the points on the 
curve whose abscissae are ajj and 
x^ (see fig. 15). At this point the- 
curve by hypothesis has a definite tangent. We shall now 
prove that this tangent must be parallel to the chord. By 
definition the tangent is the limiting position of the secaiit 
and is obtained by joining P to a point Q on the curve 
and letting the point Q move towards P. Since by hypothesis 
Q IS not farther from the chord than P, the line PQ produced 
in the direction P to Q must either cut the chord or run parallel 
to it; and this must be the ease, no matter on which side of P 
the point Q lies. This, however, is only possible if the limitino- 
position IS paraUel to the chord. If we denote the abscissa of the 
pomt P by the letter f, the slope /'(|) of the tangent at P is then 

equal to the slope of the chord, hence for the number 

^ in the theorem we may simply take the abscissa of P. 

The rigorous proof of the mean value theorem is usually 
Jveloped m the following way. We first establish Rollers 
theory which is a social ease of the mean value theorem: 

If a function (f>{x) is continuous in the closed interval x^ ^ x ^ x^ 



Fig. 15. — To illustrate the mean 
value theorem 
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and dijferentiahte in the open interval < x < Xg, and if in 
addition cl>{Xi) =0 and <;4(x2) = 0, then there exists at least one 
point I in the interior of the interval at which = 0. 

In fact, there must be at least one point interior to the 
interval, at which the function (^(x) takes on its greatest or its 
least value (cf. Chap. I, Appendix I, § 2, p. 63); to be specific, 
we assume that ^ is a point where is a maximum, so that 

for every x in the interval (l)[x) ^ Then for everv number 

h whose absolute value | A | is small enough it is certainly true 
that ^(^) — ^(1^ + A) ^ 0. If A is positive, 

^ 0 ; 

h 

we now let h tend to zero through positive values and 
obtain ^ 0. If, on the other hand, h is negative, 

^ ^ 0, and thus by letting h tend to zero 

through negative values we obtain (^'(^) ^ 0; comparing this 
with the preceding inequality, we see that = 0, which 
establishes our theorem. 

We now apply Eolle’s theorem to the function 


=f{x) -f(Xj) - - — ^ {f(x,) -/(%)}. 

*2 — % 

This function obviously satisfies the condition = ^(Xo) = 0, 
and is of the form (/> (x) — /(x) + ax + 6 with constant coeflacients 

a = — and b. By p. 96, we know that 

Xg — Xi 

==/'W + a, 


and thus by Eolle’s theorem we have 

0=<l>'{i)==fW + a 

for a suitably chosen intermediate value i; hence 




/te) 

Xg— Xi 


and the mean value theorem is proved. 


* This function, apart from a factor independent of x, is the distance of the 
point (x. fix)) of the curve from the secant; the reader can easily verify this^ 
for himself. 
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As the first of many applications of the mean value theorem we shall 
prove the following. Let the function f(x) he continuous in the closed interval 
a g X ^ b and have a derivative f(x) at every foint of the o^en interval 
a < X < b. Then if f'(x) is ^positive everyiohere in o. < x < h, the function 
f(x) is monotonic increasing in the interval a^x^b; and liJceivise if 
i'{x) is negative in a < x < b, then f(x) is monotonic decreasing. 

We shall prove the first statement; the second can be proved in 
a similar way. Suppose that f'{x) > 0, and let and Xo > % be any two 
values of a: in the closed interval. Then by the mean value theorem 

/(^’ 2 ) - fM = (^2 ““ ( 5 ), 

where ajj < ? < Xn. Since both factors on the right are positive, this 
proves that fixf) > fM; hence f{x) is monotonic increasing. 

9. The Approximate Representation of Arbitrary Functions by 
Linear Functions. Differentials. 

The equation lim ^ ^ =zf'[x) defining the deri* 

h-^O a 

vative is equivalent to the equations 

f{x + h) —f{x) = hf'(x) + eh 
or 2 / + Ay = /(a; + Aa?) == f[x) + f'{x) ^x+ e Aa?, 

where e is a quantity which tends to xero with h = Aa?. li 
for the moment we think of the point x as fixed and the incre- 
ment Aa; as variable, then by this formula the increment of the 
function, that is, the quantity Ay, consists of two terms, namely, 
a part hj'{x) which is proportional to h, and an “ error ” which 
can be made as small as we please relative to h by making h 
itself small enough. Thus the smaller the interval about the 
point X which we consider, the more accurately is the function 
f{X'{‘h) (which is a function of h) represented by its linear part 
f{x) 4- hf'{x). This approximate representation of the function 
/(x + A) by a linear function of h is expressed geometrically by 
the substitution for the curve of its tangent at the point x. Later, 
in Chapter VII, we shall consider the practical application of 
these ideas to the performance of approximate calculations. 

Here we merely remark in passing that it is possible to use 
this approximate representation of the increment Ay by the 
linear expression hf\x) to construct a logically satisfactory 
definition of the notion of a differential ”, as was done by 
Cauchy in particular. 
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Wlule the idea of the difierential as an infinitely small quan- 
tity has no meaning, and it is accordingly futile to define the 
derivative as the quotient of two such quantities, we may still 
try to assign a sense to the equation /^(a;) = dyjdx in such a way 
that the expression dyjdx need not be thought of as purely 
symbolic, but as the actual quotient of two quantities dy and dx. 
For this purpose we first define the derivative /(:r) by our limit- 
ing process, then think of x as fixed and consider the increment 
h = Ax as the independent variable. This quantity h we call 
the differential of x, and write h ~ dx. We now define the ex- 
pression dy = y'dx= hf{x) as the differential of the function y; 
dy is therefore a number which has nothing to do with infinitely 
small quantities. So the derivative y 
y' r= f{x) is now really the quotient 
of the differentials dy and dx] but 
in this statement there is nothing 
remarkable; it is, in fact, merely 
a tautology, a restatement of the 
verbal definition. The differential 
dy is accordingly the linear part of 
the increment Ay (see fig. 16 ). ^ 

We shall not make any im- 
mediate use of these differentials. 

Nevertheless, it may be pointed out for the sake of completeness 
that we may also form second and higher differentials. For if 
we think of h as chosen in any manner, but always the same 
for every value of x, then dy = hf'{x) is a function of x, of which 
we can again form the differential. The result will be called 
the second differential of y, and will be denoted by the s}mibol 
d^y = df(x). The increment of hf'(x) being h{ff{x + h) — 
the second differential is obtained by replacing the quantity in 
brackets by its linear part hf"(x), so that d-y=hf"{x). We 
may naturally proceed further along the same lines, obtaining 
third, fourth, . . . differentials of y, &c., which can be defined 
by the expressions hff'''{x), ¥ff'^[x), and so on. 

10. Remarks on Applications to the Natural Sciences. 

In the applications of mathematics to natural phenomena 
we never have to deal with sharply defined quantities. Whether 
a length is exactly a me'^re is a question which cannot be decided 



Fig. r6. — The differential dy 
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by any experiment and wkich consequently has no '' physical 
meaning Again, there is no immediate physical meaning in say- 
ing that the length of a material rod is rational or irrational; we 
can always measure it with any desired degree of accuracy in 
rational numbers, and the real matter of interest is whether or 
not we can manage to perform such a measurement using rational 
numbers with relatively small denominators. Just as the ques- 
tion of rationality or irrationality in the rigorous sense of “ exact 
mathematics has no physical meaning, so the actual carrying 
out of limiting processes in applications will usually be nothing 
more than a mathematical idealization. 

The practical significance of such idealizations lies chiefly 
in the fact that if they are used all analytical expressions 
become essentially simpler and more manageable. For example, 
it is vastly simpler and more convenient to work with the 
notion of instantaneous velocity, which is a function of only 
one definite time-instant, than with the notion of average 
velocity between two different instants. Without such idealiza- 
tion every rational investigation of nature would be condemned 
to hopeless complications and would break down at the very 
outset. 

We do not intend, however, to enter into a discussion of the 
relationship of mathematics to reality. We merely wish to 
emphasize, for the sake of our better understanding of the theory, 
that in applications we have the right to replace a derivative 
by a difference quotient and vice versa, provided only that the 
differences are small enough to guarantee a sufficiently close 
approximation. The physicist, the biologist, the engineer, or 
anyone else who has to deal with these ideas in practice, will 
therefore have the right to identify the difference quotient 
with the derivative within his limits of accuracy. The smaller 
the increment h= dx of the independent variable, the more 
accurately can he represent the increment Ay =f{x -f h) —/{x) 
by the differential dy = hf{x). So long as he keeps within the 
limits of accuracy required by the problem, he is accustomed 
to speak of the quantities dx — h and dy = }hf{x) as infinitesi- 
mals These “ physically infinitesimal ” quantities have a 
precise meaning. They are finite quantities, not equal to zero, 
which are chosen small enough for the given investigation, 
e.g. smaller than a fractional part of a wave-length or smaller 
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than the distance between two electrons in an atom; in general, 
smaller than the degree of accuracy required. 


Examples 


1. * Replace the statement At the point x = ^ the function f{x) is 
not differentiable by an equivalent statement not using any form of 
the word “ differentiable 

2. Differentiate the following functions directly by using the de- 
finition of the derivative: 

... 1 ... 1 , . 1 .1 

(e) sinSa:. (/) Qosax, (g) sin^a:. (h) cos‘-.r, 

3. Find the intermediate value 5 of the mean value theorem for the 
following functions, and illustrate graphically: 

(a) 2x. (b) xK (c) + 2x. (d) ll{x^ + 1). (e) 

4. Show that the mean value theorem fails for the following functions 
when the two points are taken with opposite signs, e.g. = — 1, rr., = L. 

{a)llx. {h)\x\. (c)x^^i^ 

Illustrate graphically, and compare with the previous example. 


4. The Indefinite Integeal, the PEimTivE Function, and 
THE Fundamental Theoeems of the Diffeeential and 
Integeal Calculus. 

As we have already mentioned above, the connexion between 
the problem of integration and tbe problem of differentiation is 
tbe corner-stone of tbe differential and integral calculus. This 
connexion we will now study. 

1. Tbe Integral as a Function of the Upper Limit. 

Tbe value of tbe definite integral of a function /(a:) depends on 
tbe choice of tbe two limits of integration a and h. It is a func- 
tion of tbe lower limit a as well as of tbe upper limit h. In order 
to study this dependence more closely we imagine tbe lower 
limit a to be a definite fixed number, denote tbe variable of in- 
tegration no longer by x but by u (of. p. 82), and denote tbe upper 
limit by x instead of 6 in order to suggest that we sball let tbe 
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upper limit vary and that we wish to investigate the value of 
the integral as a function of the upper limit. Accordingly, we 
write 


J f{u)du= 


We call this function an indefinite integral of the function 

f{x). When we speak of an and 
not of the indefinite integral, we 
suggest that instead of the lower 
limit a any other could be chosen, 
in which case we should ordi- 
narily obtain a different value 
for the integral. Geometrically 
the indefinite integral for each 
value of X will be given by the 
area (shown by shading in fig. 17) 
Fig. 17 under the curve y = f{u) and 

bounded by the ordinates u = a 
and u= X, the sign being determined by rules given earlier 

(p.81). 

If we choose another lower limit a in place of the lower limit 
£f, we obtain the indefinite integral 



The difference Y(cc) — ^{x) will obviously be given by 
f f{'ii)du, 

which is a constant, since a and a are each taken as fixed given 
numbers. Therefore 

Y(a;) = <5 (x) -f const.; 

Different indefinite integrals of the same function differ only 
hy an additive constant. 

We may likewise regard the integral as a function of the lower 
limit, and introduce the function 

=_£ f{u)du, 

in wMch 6 is a fixed number. Here again two such in- 
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tegrals with different upper limits b and jS differ only by an 
additive constant j f{u)du. 


2. The Derivative of the Indefinite Integral. 

We will now difierentiate the indefinite integral ^>(a;) with 
respect to the variable x. The result is the following theorem: 
The indefinite integral 


of a continuous function f(x) always possesses a derivative €>'( 
and, moreover, 


that is, differentiation of the indefinite integral of a given con- 
tinuous function always gives us back that same function. 

y\ 


^ a X Xf XoX+h X 

Fig. 1 8. — Diffarentiation of the indefinite integral 

This is the root idea of the whole of the differential and integral 
calculus. The proof follows extremely simply from the inter- 
pretation of the integral as an area. We form the difference 
quotient 

3) (a: + A) — O (x) 
h ' 

and observe that the numerator 

px px-rh 

3> (a; + A) — O (a;) = / f(u)du— f{u) du = / f{u) dit 

is the area between the ordinate corresponding to x and the 
ordinate corresponding to cc + A. 

ISTow let Xq be a point in the interval between x and a; + A at 
which the function f{x) takes its greatest value, and % a point 
at which it takes its least value in that interval (cf. fig. 18). 
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Then the area in question will lie between the values A/(^o) 
hf(x^), which represent the areas of rectangles with the interval 
from X to x+li Bi>s base and /{Xq) and/(aji) respectively as alti- 
tudes. Expressed analytically, 

^ 0 (a; + A) — ' 


This can also be proved directly from the definition of the in- 
tegral without appealing to the geometrical interpretation.* 
To do this we write 


px+h 

I f(u)du =lim. 


where Uq = x, u^, U 2 , • • . , Un= x k are points of division of 
the interval from x to X+ h, and the greatest of the absolute 
values of the difierences Au^ ~ tends to zero as n 

increases. Then Au^/Ji is certainly positive, no matter whether 
h is positive or negative. Since we know that /( cCq) ^ f(x^) 

and since the sum of the quantities Au^ is equal to A, it follows 
that 

f(Po) ^ ^ • 


and thus if we let n tend to infinity we obtain the inequalities 
stated above for 

il 


If A now tends to zero, hothfix^) andf{x^) must tend to the 
limit /(x), owing to the continuity of the function. We therefore 
see at once that 


as stated by our theorem. 

Owing to the difierentiability of we have the following 
theorem, by § 3, No. 5, p. 97: 

The integral of a continuous function f(x) is itself a continuous 
function of the uj)per limit. 

* Compare also the later discussion on p. 127 . 
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For the sake of completeness we would point out that if we 
regard the definite integral not as a function of its upper limit 
but as a function of its lower limit, the derivative is not equal 
to f{x)j but is instead equal to —f(x). In symbols: if we put 


then 

The proof follows immediately from the remark that 
J f (u) du = f(u) du, 

3. The Primitive Function; General Definition of the Indefinite 
Integral. 

The theorem which we have just proved shows us that the 
indefinite integral at once gives the solution of the follow- 
ing problem: given a function f(x), to determme a function F(x) 
such that 


This problem requires us to reverse the process of differentiation. 
It is a typical inverse problem such as occurs in many parts of 
mathematics and such as we have already found to be a fruitful 
mathematical method for generating new functions. (For ex- 
ample, the first extension of the idea of natural numbers was 
made under the pressure of the necessity for reversing certain 
elementary processes of calculation. The formation of inverse 
functions has led and will lead us to new kinds of functions.) 

A function F{x) such that F[x)~f{x) is called a primitive 
function of f(x)^ or simply a 'primitive of f{x); this terminology 
suggests that the function /(a;) arises from F{x) by difierentiation. 

This problem of the inversion of differentiation or of the 
finding of a primitive function is at first sight of quite a different 
character from the problem of integration- From p. Ill, however, 
we know that: 

Every indefinite integral 0 (x) of the function f(x) is a primitive 

Yet this result does not completely solve the problem of find- 
ing primitive functions. For we do not yet know if we have 
found all the solutions of the problem. The question about the 
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group of all primitive functions is answered by the following 
tleorem, sometimes referred to as the fundamental theorem of 
the differential and integral calculus: 

The difference of two 'primitives Fx(x) and of the same func- 

tion f(x) is always a constant: 

F^{x) — F^ix) == c. 

Thus from any one primitive function F(a;) we can obtain all the 
others in the form 

F{x) + c 

hy suitable choice of the constant c. Conversely, for every value of 
the constant c the expression Fi(a:) == F(x) + c represents a primi- 
tive function o/f(x). 

It is clear that for any value of the constant c the function 
F{x) + c is a primitive, provided that F{x) itself is one. For 
(cf. p. 96) we have 

[Fix + A) + c} - {F{x) + c) _ F{x + ^) - F{x) 

h h ’ 

and since by bypothesis tie rigbt-land side tends tof(x) a,sh-^0, 
SO does the left-hand side, and therefore 

1 

dx 

Thus to complete the proof of our theorem it only remains 
to show that the difference of two primitive functions Fi{x) and 
Ff^x) is always a constant. For this purpose we consider the 
difference 


and form the derivative 
G'ix) = lii 

/ 

Both the egressions on the right-hand side, by hypothesis, have 
the same lnmt/(a?) as thus for every value of x we have 

G (x) = 0 . But a function whose derivative is everywhere zero 
must have a graph whose tangent is everywhere parallel to the 
iP-axis, i.e. must be a constant; and therefore we have Gix) = c, 
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as we stated above. We can prove this last fact without relying 
upon intuition, by using the mean value theorem. Applying the 
mean value theorem to G{x), we have 

Gix^) — G{x^) = (x^ — i 

But we have seen that the derivative G'(x) is equal to 0 for every 
value of X, and hence in particular for the value hence it follows 
immediately that G{Xi) = Gix^). Since % and are arbitrary 
values of x in the given interval, G{x) must be a constant. 

Combining the theorem just proved with the result of No. 2 
(p. Ill), we can now make the following statement: 

Every primitive function P(x) of a given function f(x) can he 
represented in the form 

F{x) = c-\-<^{x) = c+ f{u)du, 

where c and a are constants, and conversely, for any constant values 
of a and c chosen arbitrarily this expression ahvays represents a 
primitive function. 

It may readily be guessed that the constant c can as a rule 
be omitted, since by changing the lower limit a we change the 
primitive function by an additive constant. In many cases, 
however, we should not obtain all the primitive functions if 
we omitted the c, as the example f{x) = 0 shows. For this 
function the indefinite integral of No, 1 (p. 110) is always 0, inde- 
pendently of the lower limit; yet any arbitrary constant is a 
primitive function oif{x) = 0. A second example is the func- 
tion /(a;) = 'y/x, which is defined for non-negative values of x 
only. The indefinite integral is 


and we see that no matter how we choose the lower limit a the 
indefinite integral <5(cc) is always obtained from | (xf^^ by addition 
of a constant which is less than or equal to zero, namely, the con- 
stant — yet such a function as + 1 is also a primi- 
tive function for \/x. Thus in the general expression for the 
primitive function we cannot dispense with the additive constant. 
The relationship which we have found suggests an extension 
of the idea of the indefinite integral. We shall henceforth call 

every expression of the form 0 + ^ (^*5) = c + f f{u)du an inde- 
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finite integral oif{x). In other words, we shall no longer make any 
distinction between the primitive function and the indefinite in- 
tegral. Nevertlieless, if the reader is to have a proper under- 
standing of the interrelations of these concepts it is absolutely 
necessary that he should clearly bear in mind that in the first 
instance integration and inversion of differentiation are two 
entirely different things, and that it is only the knowledge of 
the relationship between them that gives us the right to apply 
the term indefinite integral ” to the primitive function also. 

It is customary to represent the indefinite integral by a 
notation which in itself is perhaps not perfectly clear. We write 

F(x) = c+ f(u)du=: f f{x)dx; 


that is, we omit the upper limit x and the lower limit a and also 
the additive constant c and use the letter x for the variable of 
integration. It would really be more consistent to avoid this 
last change, in order to prevent confusion with the upper limit x 


which is the independent variable in F(x). In using the notation 
J f{x)dx we must never lose sight of the indeterminacy con- 
nected with it, i.e, the fact that that symbol always denotes an 


indefinite integral only. 


4. The Use of the Primitive Function in the Evaluation of 
Definite Integrals. 

Suppose that we know any one primitive function F{x) = 
Jf{x)dx for the function /(cc) and that we wish to evaluate the 
definite integral f f{u) du. We know that the indefinite integral 


being also a primitive of f{x\ can only differ from F{x) by an 
additive constant. Consequently 

and the additive constant c is at once determined if we recollect 
that the indefinite iategral <^{x)= f{u)du must take the 

*'a 

value 0 when x— a. We thus obtain 0 = 0(a) = F{a) -j- c, 
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whence c = —F{a) and <5 {x) == F{x) — F{a). In particular, 
for the value a? == 6 we have 


which gives us the important rule: 

If F(x) is any 'primitive of the function i[x) 'whatsoever^ 
the definite integral ofi{x) between the limits a and h is equal to the 
difference F(b) — F(a). 

If we use the relation F[x) ==f{x) this maj be written 
in the form 


dx 


dx. 


This formula can easily be proved and understood directly. We 
divide the interval a^x^b into sub-intervals .... 


and consider the sum S ^ 
Acc„ 


On the one hand, this sum is 


simply S AF = F{b) ~ F(a), independently of the particular 
subdivision; hence its limit is F{b) — F{a). On the other hand, 


its limit is also equal to J F'(x) dx, 


as follows from the mean value 


theorem. For AF/Ax^ — F'(U, where is a point intermediate 
between the ends and x^ of the interval Ax^,. The sum is 
therefore equal to SAa;^F'(|^); and by the definition of integral 

, . rb 

this tends to the limit / F'{x)dx as the subdmsion is made finer. 


which establishes our formula. 

In applying our rule we often use the symbol ] to denote 
the difference F{b) — F{a)\ i.e. we write 


f f{x) dx = F(b) — F{a) = F{x) 


meaning by the vertical line that in the preceding expression 
first the value b, and then the value a, is to be substituted for x, 
and finally the difference of the resulting numbers is to be found. 


5. Examples. 

We are now in a position to illustrate by a series of simple 
examples the relationships between the definite integral, the 
indefinite integral, and the derivative, which we have just in- 
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vestigated. Ih virtue of the theorem on p. Ill, from each of 
the integration formulae directly proved in § 2 (p. 82) we can 
derive a differentiation formula. 

On p. > we obtained the integration formula 



for every rational number a 4= 1 and all positive values of a and b; if we 
replace the variable of integration by u and the upper limit by x, this may 
be written 

1 

From this it follows by the fundamental theorem that the right-hand side 
is a primitive function of the integrand, i.e. the differentiation formula 


is valid for every rational value of a #= — 1 and all positive values of x. 
By direct substitution we find that this last formula is also true for 
a = —1, if a; > 0. The result obtained exactly agrees with what we have 
already found (p, 95) by direct differentiation. Thus by using the fun- 
damental theorem after we had carried out the integration, we could have 
saved ourselves the trouble of that differentiation. 

Further, from the integration formula 


/ 


cos u du ^ sinx sin a 


given on p. 87 it follows that — sin a; = cos x, in agreement with the 
result found on p. 96. ^ 

Conversely, however, we may regard every directly-proved differen- 
tiation formula F'{x) = f(x) as a connexion between a primitive function 
F{x) and a derived function /(a;), that is, we may regard it as a formula 
for indefinite integration and then obtain from it the definite integral of 
f{x) as on p. 117. This very method is frequently made use of, as we 
shall see in Chapter IV (p. 205). In particular, we may start from the 
results of § 3 (p. 94) and obtain the integral formulse of § 2, p. 82, in virtue 
of the fundamental theorem. For example, from p. 95 we know that 
d 

aja+x = (a -f l)a;« . Therefore — — is a primitive function or indefinite 
ax a ^ 1 * 

integral of x\ provided that a 4= —1, and thus by p. 117 we again arrive 
at the integral formula above. 
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Examples 


1. From the differentiations performed in Examples 2, 3 on p. 109, set 
up the corresponding integrations. 


2. Evaluate (a) f — ~ — . (b) 

Jo (x+l)^ Jo 

3. Using Example 2, prove from the definition of the definite integral 
that 

/.N .r 1 , 1 . .111 


(а) lim n\ 

n—^m L(71 -f* ] 

(б) lim 

«-»« L(ra® 4 


■__L_ + __L_ + ... + J_ 

.(»4 1P (»4 2)2 (2ny 


.{rfi 4 1)2 («,' 


5. SiiviPLE Methods of Graphical Integration 

An indefinite integral or primitive function of f{x) is a func- 
tion y = F(x) wliicli not only can be visualized as an area, but 
like any other function can be represented graphically by a 
curve. Our definition immediately suggests the possibility of 
constructing this curve approxi- 
mately and thus obtaining a graph 
of the integral function. To begin 
with we must remember that this 
last curve is not unique, but on 
account of the additive constant 
can be shifted parallel to itself 

in the direction of the 2 /-axis. We q , 

can therefore require that the in- pig. ig.-oraphicai kitegration 
tegral curve shall pass through 

an arbitrarily selected point, e.g. if x=l belongs to the 
interval of definition of f(x), through the point with the 
co-ordinates x== 1, y= 0. The curve is thereafter determined 
by the requirement that for each value of x its direction is given 
by the corresponding value oif{x). To obtain an approximate 
construction of a curve which satisfies these conditions, we seek 
to construct not the curve y = F{x) itself, but a polygonal path 
(broken line) whose comers lie vertically above previously as- 
signed points of division of the a;-axis and whose segments have 
approximately the same direction as the portion of the integral 
curve between the same points of division. For this purpose we 
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divide our interval of the a:-axis by means of the points x= I, 
Xi, 225 .. . into a certain number of parts, not necessarily all 



of the same length, and at each point of division we erect the 
parallel to the ?/-axis. Then (fig. 19 ) we draw through the point 
1 , y =0 the straight line whose slope is equal to /(I); 

through the intersection of 
this line with the line 2 = 
we draw the line with the 
slope through the in- 

tersection of this line with 
2 = 22 we draw the line with 
slope and so on. In 

the actual practical con- 
struction of these lines, we 
erect at each point ■ of divi- 
sion the ordinate to the 
curve y = /(2), and project 
these ordinates on to any 
parallel to the y-axis; to 
be specific, let us suppose 
that they are pro j ected on, to 
tie jf-axis teE We then obtain the direction of the integral 
curve by joiiung the point with co-ordinates a: = 0 and =/(») 
to the point x=—l,y=o. By carrying over these directions 
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parallel to themselves we obtain, a polygonal path whose corners 
lie vertically above the given points of division of the a:-asisand 
whose direction, agrees with the direction of the integral curve at 
the initial point of each interval. This polygonal path can be made 
to represent the integral curve with any desired degree of accuracy 
by making the subdivision of the interval fine enough. We can 
frequently improve the accuracy of the construction by choosing 
for the direction of each segment of the polygon that direction 
which belongs not to the begumiag but to the mid-point of the 
corresponding interval (cf. figs. 20 and 21).* 

In fig. 21 the construction described above is carried out for the func- 
tion f(x) = X. By graphical integration we obtain an approximation to the 
integral curve, which is the parabola y — — In addition, fig. 20 

shows an approximation to the integral function of the function /(a;) = 1/a;. 
We shall study this integral later in greater detail— it will turn out to be 
the logarithmic function. Finally, the reader would be well advised to 
work out some other examples for himself, e.g. the graphical integration 
of the functions sin x and cos x. 

Esajiples 

■ 1. By graphical integration with the interval \ = construct the 
following integral curves: 

(a) rx‘d):(0^z^2). (b) 

Jo Ji * 

0 

1 

In particular, evaluate I r— ^ dx. 

*'0 1 T ^ 

6. Further Remarks on the Connexion between .the 
Integral and the Derivative 

Before we begin to follow up the relationships found in § 4 
(p. 109) systematically we shall illustrate them from another 
point of view, which is closely related to the intuitive idea of 
density and to other physical concepts. 

* We may mention in passing that graphical integration (that is, the find- 
ing of the graph of a primitive I{x) of a function /(a:) which is itself given by 
a graph) can also be performed by means of a mechanical device, the so-called 
integraph. In this mechanism a pointer is moved along the given curve and 
a pen automatically traces one of the curves y = F{x) for which F{x)=f{x). 
The indeterminacy of the constant of inte^ation is expressed by a certain arbi- 
trariness in the initial position of the instrument. For integrating devie^ 
generally see B. Williamson, iTikgrd Calmlm, pp. 214-217 (Longmans); Die- 
tionary of Applied Physics, Vol, IH, pp. 45(M:57 (Macmillan, 1923). 
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1. Mass Distribution and Density; Total Quantity and Specific 
Quantity. 

We suppose that any mass whatsoever is distributed along 
a straight line, the a;-axis, the distribution being continuous but 
not necessarily uniform. We may, for example, think of a vertical 
column of air standing on a surface of area 1; as ir-axis we take 
a line pointing vertically upwards and as origin the point on 
the earth’s surface. The total mass between two abscissae 
and a ?2 is then determined in the following way by means of 
a so-called sum-function F(x), We measure distance along the 
line from the initial point of the mass-distribution, cc == 0, and 
by F{x) we mean the total mass between the abscissa 0 and 
the abscissa x. The increment of mass from the abscissa cc^ to 
the abscissa X 2 is then given simply by 


a sign is thus assigned to the increment, and this sign changes 
if Xi and x^ are interchanged. 

The average mass per unit length in the interval to is 


If we assume that the function F{x) is difierentiable, then as 
X 2 -> Xi this value tends to the derivative F'{x^), This quantity 
is precisely what is usually called the specific mass or density 
of the distribution at the point x^, as a rule, of course, its value 
depends on the particular point chosen. Between the density 
fix) and the sum-function F{x) there accordingly exists the 
relation 

F{x)=jj{u)iu-, fix) = 

The sum-function is a primitive function of the density, or, 
what amounts to the same thing, the mass is the integral 
of the density', conversely, the density is the derivative of the 
sum-function. 

Exactly the same relation is very frequently encountered 
in physics. For example, if by Q{t) we denote the total amount 
of heat needed to raise unit mass of a substance from tempera- 
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tiii 6 ^0 to temperature t, then to raise the temperature from ^ 
to ^2 amount of heat equal to 

Q (^ 2 ) Q (^ 1 ) 

is needed. Between and the average amount of heat used 
per unit increase in temperature is then 


If we once again assume the difierentiability of the function 
Q {t) we obtain in the limit a function 


which we call the specific heat of the substance. This specific 
heat is in general to be regarded as a function of the tem- 
perature. 

Here again, between specific heat and total quantity of heat 
there exists the characteristic relation of integral and derivative, 


We shall meet with the same relations in all cases where 
total quantity and specific quantity are contrasted, e.g. 
electric charge as contrasted with density of charge, or the 
total force on a surface as contrasted with the force-density or 
pressure. 

In nature it usually happens that what we know directly is 
not the density or specific quantity, but the total quantity: thus 
it is the integral which is primary (as the name “ primitive ” 
suggests) and the specific quantity is only arrived at after a 
limiting process, namely, differentiation. 

Tncidentally it may be noted that if the masses considered 
are by their nature positive, the sum-function F{x) must be a 
monotonic increasing function of x, and consequently the specific 
quantity, the density /(a;), must be non-negative. Nothing hinders 
us, however, from considering negative quantities also (e.g. 
negative electricity); then our sum-functions F(x) need no longer 
be monotonic. 
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2. The Question of Applications. 

The relation of the primitive sum-function to the density of 
distribution perhaps becomes clearer when it is realized that 
from the point of view of physical facts the limiting processes 
of integration and difierentiation represent an idealization, and 
that they do not express anything exact in nature. On the con- 
trary, in the realm of physical actuality we can form in place of 
the integral only a sum of very many small quantities and in 
place of the derivative only a difference quotient of very small 
quantities. The quantities Acc remain different from 0; the 
passage to the limit Aa? 0 is merely a mathematical simplifi- 
cation, in which the accuracy of the mathematical representation 
of the reality is not essentially impaired. 

As an example we return to the vertical column of air. Ac- 
cording to the atomic theory we find that we cannot think of 
the distribution of mass as a continuous function of x. On the 
contrary, we will assume (and this, too, is a simplifying ideali- 
zation) that the mass is distributed along the jr-axis in the form 
of a large number of point-molecules lying very close to one 
another. Then the sum-function I{x) will not be a continuous 
function, but will have a constant value in the interval between 
two molecules and will take a sudden jump as the variable x 
passes the point occupied by a molecule. The amount of this 
jump will be equal to the mass of the molecule, while the average 
distance between molecules, according to results established it 
atomic theory, is of the order of cm. If now we are per- 
forming upon this air column some measurement in which masses 
of the order 10^ molecules are to be considered negligible, our 
function cannot be distinguished from a continuous function. 
For if we choose two values x and a; + Aa; whose difference Lx 
is less than 10”^ cm., then the difference between F{x) and 
F[x -f Lx) will be the mass of the molecules in the interval; 
since the number of these molecules is of the order of 10^, the 
values of F{x) and F'(a; -f- Aa;) are, so far as our experiment is 
concerned, equal. As density of distribution we consider simply 

the difference quotient jg ^n 

^ Aa; Lx ^ ^ ^ 

important physical assumption that we do not obtain measurably 
different values for this quotient when Aa; is allowed to vary 
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between certain bounds, say between 10'^ and 10~^ cm. Now 
iet us imagine that F{x) is measured and plotted for a large 
number of points about 10"^ cm. apart, and that the points thus 
found are joined by straight lines; we obtain a polygon, and 
by rounding off the corners we finally obtain a curve vith a 
continuously turning tangent. This curve is the graph of some 
function, say F-^[x). This new function F^{x) cannot within the 
limits of experimental accuracy be distinguished from F{x)j 
and its derivative is within the same limits equal to AFjAx; 
we thus have found a continuous differentiable function which 
for the purposes of physics is the function F{x). 

It is perhaps appropriate to discuss yet another example of 
the concepts of sum-function and density of distribution. In 
statistics, e.g. in the kinetic theory of matter or in statistical 
biology, these concepts frequently occur in a form in which the 
nature of the mathematical idealization is particularly clear. 
Let us consider e.g. the molecules of a gas confined in a vessel 
and observe their velocities at a given instant of time. Let the 
number of molecules be N, and let the number of those with 
velocities less than x be N^{x), Then<I)(x) denotes the ratio of 
the number of molecules moving with velocities between 0 and 
X to the total number of molecules. This sum-function is, of 
course, not continuous, but is sectionally * constant and suddenly 
increases by l/N when x as it increases passes a value which 
is equal to the velocity of some molecule. 

The idealization which we shall make here is that we shall 
think of the number N as increasing beyond all bounds, ^ e 
assume that in this passage to the limit N oo the sum-function 
^{x) tends to a definite continuous limit function F(x). That 
this is really the case (i.e. that we can with sufficient accuracy 
replace <l>(a;) by this continuous function F{x)) is obviously an 
important physical assumption; and it is another such assump- 
tion to suppose that this sum-function F{x) possesses a deri- 
vative F'{x) =f{x), which we then caU the density of distri- 
bution. The sum-function is connected with the density of dis- 
tribution by the equations 

F{x) = f{u) du ; F{b) — Fia) = £f{x) dx. 


* Grer. stilchweise; cf. Chap. IX, § 3. 
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This density of distribution is occasionally referred to as the 
specific probability that a molecule possesses the velocity x. 
The idealization we have just carried out plays a great part in 
the kinetic theory of gases originated by Maxwell; in exactly 
the same mathematical form it appears in many problems of 
mathematical statistics. 

7. The Estbiation of Integrals and the Mean Value 
Theorem op the Integral Calculus 

We close this chapter with some considerations about a matter 
of general significance, the whole importance of which will not 
appear until somewhat later. The point in question is the 
estimation of integrals. 

1. The Mean Value Theorem of the Integral Calculus. 

The first and simplest of these estimation rules runs as fol- 
lows: if in an interval a^x'^h the continuous function f{x) 
is everywhere non-negative (is either positive or zero), then the 
definite integral 

f{x)dx 

is also non-negative. Similarly, the integral is not positive if the 
function is positive nowhere in the interval. The proof of this 
theorem follows directly from the definition of the integral. 

From this the following theorem arises: if 


everywhere in the interval a ^ ^ 6, then 

f fix)dx^ f g{x)dx 

‘'a 

also. Jor by our first remark the integral of the difference 
f{^) — 9ip) is non-negative and by onr addition rule (of. p. 82) 

f if(x) — g{x))da>= f’ f{x)dx— f g{x)dx. 

Let M be the greatest and m the least value of the function 
f{x) in the interval ab. The function M — f(a)) is non-negative 
in the interval, and the same is true for the function f{x) — 
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From the above remark we immediately obtain the double 
inequality 

J mdx^ f{x)dx^ Mdx. 

But mdx= m J dx—m(b—a) andlikewise J Mdx=M(b— a), 

whence m{b — a) ^ J f{x)dx^M(b — a). The integral under 

consideration can therefore be represented as the product of 
(6 — a) and sonae nunaber /x between m and M: 

J f{x)dx=iJL(b — a), m\ . M, 

As a rule there is no need to state the exact value of this mean 
value IX. We may, however, state that it will be assumed by the 
function at one point | of the interval a ^ | ^ 6 at least, since 
in its interval of definition a continuous function assumes all 
values between its greatest value and its least. As in the case 
of the mean value theorem of the differential calculus, the exact 
statement of the value | is in many cases unimportant. We may 
therefore put p- = f{i), where | is an intermediate value of x, 
and we then have 


jf f{x)dx= (6- 


This last formula is called the mean value theorem of the integral 
calculus. 

We can generalize the theorem somewhat by considering, 
instead of the integrand /(a?), an integrand of the form/(cc) p(x), 
where f (x) is an arbitrary non-negative function, which, like f (x), 
is to be assumed continuous. Since mf {x) ^f{x)p(x) ^ Mp(x), 
we immediately obtain the relation 

p{x)dx^ j f{x)f{x)dx^MJ p{x)dx, 
or, in a single equation, 

t f p{x)dx, 

Ja *^a 

where | is again a number interrnediaie between a and b. 
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We have thus proved the following theorem: 

If f(x) and p(x) are continuous functions m a ^ x ^ b, and 
p(x) ^ 0, ^ ^ 

I f{^)p («) dx = f{^) p {x) dx, 
where a ^ | ^ b. 


2. Applications. The Integration of for any Irrational Value 
of a. 

The mean value theorem and the equivalent integral estimates 
immediately afford us an insight into an intuitive and easily 

apprehended fact: the value 
of an integral changes very 
little if . the function itself is 
everywhere changed very little. 
In precise language: if in the 
whole interval a^x^h the 
absolute value of the difference 
of two functions f{x) and g{x) 
is less than a number €, then 
the difference of their inte- 
grals is in absolute value less 
than €(6 — a). In symbols: 
if throughout the interval 
a^x^b we have j f(x) — g(x) j < e, then 

jjT f(x)dx- fg{x)dx 
or, otherwise expressed, 

— e{b — a) +J^g{x)dx < f f{x)dx < g{x)dx-\- €(6 — a). 

Jig. 22 illustrates this theorem very clearly. For the curve 
y—fix^) we draw the “paraUel curves” y=f(^x)-\-€ and 
y=f^) — e. By hypothesis the function g{x) keeps within the 
^ip bounded by these “ paraUel curves It is clear from this 
that the areas which are bounded by the curves f(x) and g(x) 
differ from one another by less than half the area of the strip, 
and the area of the strip is just 
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f {/(*) + e^dx—J {f{x) — e}dx= 2e{b — a). 

No appeal to intuitioa is needed. Since 

— ^ + 9(^) </(*) < € + g(xy, 

it follows, by considerations analogous to those on p. 126 , that 
£ {— e + 9{3:)}dx <j^f{x)dx [g(x) + €]dx, 

which as the result of the fundamental rules of integration takes 
the form 

—e(b — a)+j g{x)dx<f f(x)dx< / g{x)dx+ e{h — a)-, 

'^a 

tere we have merely replaced the integral of a sum by the cor- 
responding sum of integrals, and have noticed that 

/ €dx=^€(b — a). 

Ja 

As an indication of the importance of this theorem, we shall 
show that with its help we are able to integrate the function for any 
irrational value of a, or, more exactly, to calculate the definite integral 

pb 

/ x°- dx. Here we assume that 0 < a <b. 
da 

We represent the index a as the limit of a sequence of rational numbers 
aj, ag, . . • , • • • j so that a = lima„; here we can assume that none 

n—^ao 

of the values ol^ is equal to — 1, since a itself is different from — i. For 
the power x^ we then use the definition 

x°' — lim 


and notice the following: no matter how small a positive number s we 
choose, we can always find an n so large that in the whole interval * 
a ^ 6 we have \ x°--- x°^\ < e. 

* This can be proved quite simply as follows. (Cf. Appendix I, § 3, p. 69). 
Remembering that x^- is monotonic, and putting Bn ~ cin — a, we have 

- aS« I -{- I 1 - 6S« 1 ); 

for lies between a® and 6*, so that ^ ao- + 6®, and likewise 1 ~ a;Sn lies 
between 1 — a^n and 1 — 65«, so that | 1 — x^n | ^ ( ) 1 — flSn j -h j 1 — 6Sn |). 
From 1iTn a^n = lim 65n = 1, it follows that 

Hm I 1 — ( lim I 1 — *“0; 

so if ??/ is chosen large enough the right-hand side of the inequality is less than e. 
This gives us | — x°- \ < e simultaneously for all values of a; in the interval 

a^x^b. 

(e798) 


10 
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Now we need only s-pply the relationship mentioned above to the 
functions f(z) = x°- and g{x) = obtaining 

pb pb pb 

— s(5 — a) -f z^ndx < j x<^dx < / x^^dx -f z{h — a), 

Ja da da 

The integrals on the right and on the left, however, may be evaluated in 
accordance with the result on p. 85, giving 


— £(5 ct) -f- 


(6«n+l — 


b I 

< I x^dx < (6®n+i — + s(^ — a). 

an+ 1 


f x^c 

da 


If we now let the number £ steadily decrease and tend to 0, the cor- 
responding values of n increase beyond all bounds; the numbers a'"", 
and must then converge to a, a\ and 6“ respectively, and we immediately 
obtain the result 


a 


x°-dx = 


a + 1 


(Ja+l _ 


In other words, the integration formula that holds for rational values of a 
holds also for irrational values of a. 

From this it follows in virtue of the fundamental theorem of p. Ill 
that for positive values of x the differentiation formula 

d 

aja+l = (a + l)x^ 
ctx 

already obtained for rational values of a remains valid for irrational values 
of a also. 


Examples 

1. Find the intermediate value 5 of the mean value theorem of the 
integral calculus for the following, and interpret geometrically: 


pb 

(a) / 1 dx. 

(6) 

pb 

/ XdXm 

da 


•'a 

(c) f x^dx. 
da 

id) 

r^dx 

Ja 


2. Let f{x) be continuous. Prove, from the mean value theorem of the 
integral calculus, that the derivative of the indefinite integral of f(x) is 
equal to f{x), 

3. (a) Evaluate f ad-l^dx. What is lim Interpret geometri- 

do a n— >-00 

cally. (h) Bo the same for /„ = / x^dx. 
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4.* Let the function /(O be continuous for all values of 5, and let 
F{x) be defined by the equation 

•^(*) = ^ 


where S is an arbitrary positiTe number. Prove that: 

(a) the function F(x) possesses a continuous derivative for all values 
of x; 

(b) in any fixed interval a we can make ( F{x} ~ f{x) | < s, 

where s is an arbitrary pre-assigned positive number, by choosing S small 
enough. 


5.* SchwarFs inequality for integrals. 

Prove that for all continuous functions /(a;), g{x) 

J ig{x)fdx ^ (J" f(x)g(x)dxj . 


Appendix to Chapter II 

1. The Existence oe the Definite Integral op a 
Continuous Function 

We have still to give a proof of the fact that the definite 
integral of a continuous function between the limits a and b 
(a < b) always exists. For this purpose we recall the notation 
of § 1 (p. 79), and consider the sum 

F, = iM)Ax,, 

v= 1 

It is certainly true that 

^ = S /MAx^ fMAx^ == K, 

V = 1 V = 1 

where /(u^) denotes the least and/(Uj,) the greatest value of the 
function in the v-th sub-interval. The problem is to prove that 
F^ tends to a definite limit independent of the particular manner 
of subdivision and of the particular choice of the quantities 
provided that as n increases the length of the longest sub-interval 
tends to zero. To establish this it is obviously necessary and 
sufiScient to show that the two expressions ^ and F^ converge 
to one and the same limit. 
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No matter how small the positive number e is chosen, we 
know by the uniform continuity of f{x) that in every suffi- 
ciently small interval the “oscillation” |/(m„) — 1 is 
less than e; so that if the subdivision is fine enough we cer- 
tainly must have 

= i -/K)} <e{b- a). 

V — 1 

We therefore see that as n increases this difference must tend 
to zero, and so we can content ourselves with proving that one 
of the sums, say converges. This convergence will be proved 
as soon as we show that | — F^^ | can be made as small as de- 

sired by requiring that the corresponding subdivisions (which 
we shall refer to as “ subdivision n ” and subdivision m ” 
respectively) go beyond a certain degree of fineness. This degree 
of fineness is characterized by the property that for both sub- 
divisions the oscillation of the function in each sub-interval is 
less than € (e > 0). We pass to a third subdivision whose points 
of division consist of all the points of subdivision n and of 
subdivision m taken together. This new subdivision, which has 
say I points of division, we denote by the suffix I, and we con- 
sider the corresponding upper sum Fi. We shall now estimate 
the value of \Fn — F^\ by first obtaining estimates for the 
expressions \Fn—Fi\ and \F^—Fi\, We assert that the 
following two relationships hold: 

F^^Yi^K and 

The proof follows at once from the meaning of .our expressions. 
Let us consider say the i/-th sub-interval of the subdivision n. 
This sub-interval will consist of one or several sub-intervals of 
the subdivision 1] the terms corresponding to these intervals 
will each consist of two factors, one of which is a difference Aa: 
and the other of which is certainly not greater than f{u^) and 
not less than/(u^). . The sum of the lengths Lx of those intervals 
of the subdivision I which lie in the v-th sub-interval of the 
coarser subdivision n is, however, exactly Lx^, We therefore 
see that the corresponding contribution to the sum Fi must 
lie between the limits / {u^Lx^ and/(t?y)Aaj^. If we now sum over 
all the n sub-intervals we obtain the first of the above inequali- 
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ties; the second is obtained in exactly the same way if we con- 
sider the subdivision m instead of the subdivision n. 

We have abeady seen that — Fn< €{b~~ a); it is like- 
wise true that F^ — ^ < €(6 — a). From the inequalities for 
Fi proved above, it therefore follows that 

0^Y^-¥i<€{b-a) and 0 ^ < e(& - a). 

Thus it is also certain that 

I = 1 (fT- #0 - (1^ - ^7) 1 < 26(6 - a). 

Since e can be chosen as small as we please, this relation shows 
us by Cauchy’s convergence test (p. 40) that the sequence 
of numbers F^ actually converges. At the same time we see 
at once from our argument that the limiting value is completely 
independent of the manner of subdivision. 

The proof of^ the existence of the definite integral of a con- 
tinuous function is thus complete. 

Our method of proof teaches us still more. It shows us that 
in many cases we are also led to the integral by a somewhat 
more general limiting process. If, for example, f{x) = cj>(x)ilj(£) 
and the interval from a to 6 is subdivided into n parts by the 
points of division x^, we consider instead of the sum 
the more general sum 

where and are two not necessarily coincident points of 
the v-th sub-interval. This sum will also tend to the integral 

f f{x)dx= I (f){x)ijj(x)dx 

as n increases, provided that the length of the longest sub-interval 
tends to zero. 

A corresponding statement holds for all sums fonned in an 
analogous way; for example, the sum 

tends to the integral 



FUNDAMENTAL IDEAS 


m 


[Chap. 


The proof of these facts follows lines exactly similar to the above 
and hence need not be worked out in detail. 


% The Eelation between the Mean Value Theorem of 
THE Differential Calculus and the Mean Value 
Theorem of the Integral Calculus. 

Between the mean value theorem of the difierential calculus 
and that of the integral calculus there exists a simple relation 
which is arrived at by way of the fundamental theorem (p. Ill) 
and which we give as an instructive example of the use of that 
theorem. We take the mean value theorem of the integral 
calculus in its more special form, 

J^f{x)dx=(b—a)f{^). 

If we put Jf{x)dx~ F{x), so that f(x) = F'{x), the theorem 
just written takes the form 

F{b)-F{a)={b-a)F{i) 

or 

b — a 

Here we can obviously choose for F{x) any function whose 
first derivative F'{x) —f{x) is continuous, and thus for such 
functions the mean value theorem of the difierential calculus is 
proved. 

If we consider the more general form of the mean value 
theorem of the integral calculus, 

f^f{x)‘p{x)dx=f{^) p{x)dx, 

where ^ is a function which in our interval is continuous and 
positive and f{x) is an arbitrary continuous function, we are 
led to a correspondingly more general mean value theorem oi 
the difierential calculus. We put 

J f(x)p (x) dx = ^(a:), i.e. f{x)p (x) = F'{x), 

j f{x)dx = G(x), i.e. f(x) = G'{x)-, 


and 
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the above mean value formula then takes the form 
F{h) - F{a) = {(?(6) - G{a)}f{^), 

or, since /(a;) = — J, 

F{b)-F{a) _F'(i) 

G{b)-Q{a) <?'(!)’ 

where a =4= 6, 

This formula, in which ^ once again denotes a number inter- 
mediate between a and h, is called the generalized mean value 
theorem of the di:ffierential calculus. For this to be valid it is 
obviously sufhcient to assume that F{x) and G{x) are continuous 
functions with continuous first derivatives and that in addition 
G'{x) is everywhere positive (or everywhere negative). For with 
these assumptions the whole process can be reversed. 

Finally, it should be observed that in the present discussion 
of the mean value theorem of the differential calculus we have 
had to make assumptions more stringent than the theorems in 
themselves require- (Of. § 3, No. 8, p. 103, and later p. 203.) 

Example 

1. Show that if f{x) has a continuous derivative in the intervai 
a ^ a; ^ 6, then f{x) can be represented as the difference of two monotonic 
functions. 



CHAPTER III 

Differentiation and Integration of the 
Elementary Functions 

1. The Simplest Rules for Differentiation and 
THEIR Applications 

In Mglier analysis and its applications it is usually tiie case 
fcliat the problems of integration are more important than those 
of difierentiation, but that differentiation offers less difficulty 
than integration. Consequently the natural method of building 
up the integral and differential calculus is first to learn to dif- 
ferentiate the widest possible classes of functions and then by 
virtue of the fundamental theorem (Chap. II, § 4, p. 116) to make 
the results thus obtained available for the solution of integration 
problems. In the following sections it will be our task to carry 
out this programme. To a certain extent we shall make a 
fresh start, since we shall work out the most important differen- 
tiations and iutegrations systematically without calling upon 
the results of last chapter. In this development of the subject 
certain rules for differentiation, with the first of which we are 
already acquaiuted (p.‘96), will play an important part. 

1. Buies for Differentiation. 

We assume that in the interval which we are considering the 
functions /(a;) and g{x) are differentiable; our rules then run as 
follows: 

Rule 1. Multiplication by a constant. 

If c is a constant and <j> (x) = Gf(x), then ^ (x) is differentiable, 
and 

= cf'(x). 

136 
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This follows immediately from the relation 

+ h) — <j>{x) _ f{x + h) —f(x) 

- c 

if we take tte limits as A 0. 

Rule 2. Derivative of a sum. 

If <j)(x) =/(a;) + g{x), then is differentiable, and 


that is, tke processes of differentiation and addition are inter- 
changeable. The same holds for the sum of any finite number (w) 
of terms 

• = SX(x), 

1 

for which we obtain 


We may pass over the proof, which after Chap. II, § 3 (p. 88) is 
fairly obvious. 

Rule 3. Derivative of a product. 

If <f){x) ^f{x)g{x), then (f>{x) is differentiable, and 

4'i^) + 9¥)f\^)- 

The proof follows from the equation 

) — <ji(x) __f{x+h)g{x+h)—f(x)g(x) 
h h 


=f{x+h)^- I 


h 


f{x+h}—f{x) 

h 


In this last expression the passage to the limit A 0 can be 
directly carried out, yielding the formula stated. 

This formula takes a stiU more elegant form if we divide * 
throughout by <f>{x) —f(x)g(x). We then obtain 


/(a?) 

* W© miist, of course, assnine that is nowhere equal to zero. 
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Bj repeated application of this product formula we obtain 
by induction for the derivative of a product of n factors an 
expression consisting of n terms, each of which consists of the 
derivative of one factor multiplied by all the other factors of 
the original product. In symbols: 

f (®) = £ • • -M^)} 


— /l'(^)/ 2 (^) • • ■ Sn{^) + k(x)f^{x)f^{x) . . .fjx) 


n 


= S/;(a;) 




+ • • • . . ./„'(*;) 


or on division * by =k{^)k{^) ■ ■ •/«(») 

=kM r f fM 

ki^) ki^) fn(^) F=i/„(a:)‘ 

Rule 4. Derivative of a quotient. 

For a quotient 

(^[x) =‘^M 

the following rule_ holds; the function 4>{x) is differentiable at 
every point at which g{x) does not vanish, and 

6'{x) = - g'ikfik 

If ^(a:) Oj this can be written 

_ g'jx) 

f{^) g(xy 

If we accept the differentiability of ^{x) as a hypothesis, we 
can apply the product rule to /(a:) = <f>{x)g{x) and conclude that 

f{x)= <f>[x)g'{x) + g{x)j>'{x). 

By substituting^ for ^(x) on the right and solving for ^'{x) 
we obtain the rule stated above. In order to prove the differen- 
* We must, of eomse, assume that ^x) is nowhere equal to zero. 
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tiability of cl>{x) as well as the rule we use the following method. 
We write 

f{x+h) _f{x) 
j,{x-]rh) — ^{x) _ g{x + h) g{x) 
h h 

_ g(x + Ji) — g{x) 

h h 

9{x)g{x: + h) 


If we now let h tend to 0, we arrive at the result stated; for by 
hypothesis the two terms obtained by performing the division 

on the right have definite limits, which are respectively 

, . . This at once proves both the existence of the limit 

{^(*)} 

on the left-hand side and the difierentiation formula. 


2. Differentiation of the Eational Functions. 

To begin with, we shall again deduce the differentiation formula 

d 

= nx'^ ^ 
dx 

for every positive integer n, basing the proof on the rule for 
differentiating a product. We think of as a product of n 
factors, x^ = X , , . X, and thence obtain 

— »« = 1 . x”-^ + 1 . a:"-! + . . . + 1 . x”-^ = wx"-b 

dx 

The second derivative of the function cc” results if we use 
the above formula and the first rule of differentiation: 

— x” == n{n — l)x^ K 
dx^ 

Continuing the process, we obtain 

= n{n — l){n—' 2)cc” ^ 
da^ 


== 1 . 2 . . . 71 - = ^ 2 ^! 

dx^ 
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From the last of these it is clear that the l)-th derivative 
of vanishes everj^where. 

In virtue of our first two rules, a knowledge of the differ- 
entiation of powers at once enables us to differentiate any 
polynomial 

y = Gq + -f . , . -f 

We have simply 
y' = a 

and further ‘ 

. . + n{n-- 

and so on. 

The differentiation of any rational function now follows 
with the help of the quotient rule. In particular, we shall 
again deduce the differentiation formula for the function 
where n == — m is a negative integer. The application of the 
quotient rule, together with the fact that the derivative of a 
constant is equal to zero, gives us the result 

-( 

dx\ 

or, if we take m = —n, 

d n 
— CC” = 

dx 

which agrees formally with the result for positive values of n 
and with the results given earlier (p. 95). 

3. Differentiation of the Trigonometric Functions. 

For the trigonometric functions since and coscc we have 
already (p. 96) obtained the differentiation formulae 

^ d 

-- sma;= cosx and ^ cos£r= —since. 

dx dx 

The quotient rule now enables us to differentiate the functions 

Sr=tan£i;=?^ and y = cotcr = 

cos a; sin x 


1 \ m 

x^) 
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According to the rule, the derivative of the first of these func- 
tions is 

cos^x + sin^cc _ 1 

y ■ j 

cos^a; 


and we obtain the result 

d 1 

— taniT == — ~ = sec^a; = 1 + tan^a;. 
ax cos - 35 

Similarly, we obtain 

cot a; = — = — cosec^cc ==—{14. cot^a;). 

dx sin^a? 

2. The Corresponding Integral Formula 

1. General Eules for Integration. 

The fundamental theorem of p. 116 and the definition of the 
indefinite integral reveal to us the possibility of writing down 
an integral formula corresponding to each differentiation formula. 
The following rules of integration (of which the first two have 
already been mentioned on p. 82 ) are completely equivalent to 
the first three rules of differentiation. 

Multiplication by a constant: If c is a constant, then 

. J cf{x)dx ~ cj f{x)dx. 

Integration of a sum: It is always true that 

/ {/(a:) + g{x)}dx=f f{x) dx+Jg {x) dx. 

To the third rule of differentiation corresponds the rule for 
the integration of a product, or, as it is usually called, the rule 
for integration by parts. On integration the product rule gives 

/ f f(^)9'{^)dx+fg{x)f'(x)dx. 

The indefinite integral on the left is obviously f(x)g{x) (except 
possibly for an additive constant), and we can therefore VTite 
the rule for integration by parts in the following form: 

f f{x)g' (x) dx =f {x)g{x) -f g{x)f'(x) dx. 
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This last integration formnla, the counterpart of the rule for 
the differentiation of a product, has been given here only for 
the sake of completeness; it' will not ‘become important for us 
until the next chapter (p. 218). 

2. Integration of the Simplest Functions. 

Corresponding to the differentiation formula for special 
functions which we have recently found, we now set down the 
equivalent integration formulae. The formula 

— _ a;” = nx^ ^ 
dx 

when expressed as an integration formula becomes 

/yt/i 

; = W 4= 0. 

n 

For this formula merely means that the derivative of the right- 
hand side is equal to the expression under the integral sign 
on the left. If we replace by + 1, we obtain the integral 
formula 

x^dx— ^ ^ =}= — 1. 

^+1 

This formula holds for every integral index n (where n<0 
it of course holds only if cc =j= 0) with the exception of = —1, 
for which the denominator 7^+1 would vanish. Later (p. 167) 
this exceptional case will be studied in detail. 

The fundamental theorem of the integral calculus at once 
permits us to use our integral formulae for the determination of 
areas, that is, of definite integrals. By p. 117 we immediately 
obtain 


x'>^dx = 

71 + 1 ^ 

where iE is negative we assume that a and b are of the same 
sign, since otherwise the integrand would be discontinuous in 
the interval of integration. 

To the differentiation formulae for sma;, coscc, tana;, and cotx 
correspond the following integration formulse; 




From these formulae we obtain by way of the fundamental rule 
of Chap. II, § 4 (p. 117) the value of the definite integral between 
any limits, the only restriction being that when the last two 
formulae are used the interval of integration must not contain 
any point of discontinuity of the integrand. For example, 

’ • I* 

coaxdx = since = sin6 — sina. 

\a 

It scarcely needs to be emphasized that with the help of 
the first two rules of integration we are now in a position to 
integrate any polynomial in x, and, in fact, any linear combina- 
tion with arbitrary constant coefficients of the functions inte- 
grated here. The following point, however, should be noted. 
Eules of integration and rules of differentiation must according 
to the fundamental theorem be equivalent to one another; it 
is therefore possible first to prove the general integration rules 
of this section and then to read off the differentiation rules of 
the preceding section. The reader would be well advised to 
carry out this suggestion for himself. 


Examples 

1. Find the numerical values of all the derivatives of cc® — at a: = 1. 

2. What is the numerical value of the eleventh derivative of 

317^9 -- 202x^ -j- 76 at a; == 13^? 

3. Differentiate the following fimctions and write down the correspond- 
ing integral formulae: 

(а) oa; + 6. 4- 26a; c 

(б) 25cx\ 

(c) a -f 2hx ^ 

ax -i-b . (a;® — VSa;^ + 4)(a;® + V 8a;^ -}- 4) 

4. Let P(x) =^ 0 - 1 - ajX + + • - • * 

(а) Calculate the polynomial Fix) from the equation F{x) — F'{x) = P{x). 

(б) * Calculate F{x) from the equation CqF{x) -f CiF'{x) -}- cj^"{x) = P\x), 
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5. Differentiate the following functions and write down the corre- 
sponding integral formnlse: 

(a) 2 sin a; cos x. (c) x tan x. 


(S) 


1 + tan X 


sin a; -f- cos x 

\^) • 

sm a; — cos x 


(e) 


sma; 


■ Recalling that sec x = -i— , cosec x = -i- , find the derivatives 

A j * -d c a COS a; sma; 

mdicated m Ex. 6-9: 


6. — sec a;. 
dx^ 


o 

8. — cosec X. 
da^ 


7. — sec a; tana;. 9. tana; sin a;. 

dx^ dx^ 

10. Find the limit as w oo of the absolute value of the ^^-th deri- 
vative of — at the point a; — 2. 

X 

Evaluate: 


l. /(a 


oosa:+ 1 
sm^ xf 


11* ^ i^ct/X ”V ^'}dx, 

12. J{axP‘ 4- 26a; 4- c)dx. 

13. f(^x^^W-\-6x^-^Sx^+l)dx, 17. f hx^lsiax-^^- 

J ^ \ XT cos^a;/ 

14. / \ i -r — 4" — Ida;. 18. / sec a; tana; da;. 

J \x^ x^ x^J d 


da?. 


3 . The Inveese Function and its Deeivative 

1. The General Formula for Differentiation. 

We have seen earlier (pp. 21 and 67) that a continuous func- 
tion fix) has a continuous inverse in every interval in which 
it is monotonic. More exactly: 

If a ^ X ^ b is an interval in which the continuous function 
y = f (x) is monotonic^ and if f (a) = a and f (b) = j3, then x is a 
function of y which in the interval between a and ^ is one-valued, 
continuous, and monotonic. 

As we have already shown on p. 92, the concept of the deri- 
vative gives us a simple means for recognizing that a function is 
monotonic and therefore has an inverse. For a differentiable 
function is certainly always monotonic increasing if f{x) is 
greater than zero throughout the correspond,ing interval, and 
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similarly is monotonic decreasing if/'(cc) is everywhere less than 
zero in the interval. 

We shall now prove the following theorem: 

If in the interval a < x < b the function y — f(x) is differen- 
tiable, and in that interval either f'(x) > 0 everywhere or else 
f(x) <1 0 everywhere, then the inverse function x = <^(y) also 
possesses a derivative at every point of its interval of definition, 
and between the derivative of the given function y = f (x) and that 
of the inverse function x = ^(y) there exists for corresponding 
values of x and y the relationship f'(x) . ^'(y) == 1, which we can 
also write in the form 

^ = i. 

dx dx’ 
dy 

In this last formula we again observe the flexibility 
of Leibnitz’s notation. It is just as if the symbols dy 
and dx were quantities which could be operated with like 
actual numbers. The proof of this formula is correspondingly 
simple if we regard the derivative as the limit of the difierence 
quotient, 

y' == f'(x) = lim ^ = lim 

where x and y —fix), and Xj^ and y^ = f{Xj), respectively denote 
pairs of corresponding values. By hypothesis the first of these 
limiting values is not equal to zero. On account of the continuity 
of y=.fix) and x == f{y) the equation limAa; = 0 is equivalent 
to lim hy = 0, and consequently the relations yx->y and x-^-^x 
are also equivalent. Therefore the limiting value 

hvr\ -± = lim 

exists and is equal to — . On the other hand, the li m i t ing value 

‘ fi^) ^ 

is by definition the derivative ({/(y) of the inverse function <f>{y), 
and thus our formula is proved. 

This formula has a simple geometrical meaning, which is clearly shown 
in fig. 1. The tangent to the curve y = S(x) or a: = forms with the 
(E798) 
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positive a;-axis an angle a, with the positive ^-axis an angle p, and from 
the geometrical meaning of the derivative 

f'(x) = tan a, 9' (2/) == tan p. 

Since, however, the sum of the angles 
a and p is 'k/ 2, tan a tan p == 1, and 
this relationship is exactly equivalent to 
our differentiation formula. 



Fig. I. — Differentiation of the 
inverse fxanction 


We have hitherto expressly 
assumed that either f'(x) > 0 or 
f'(x) < 0, i.e. that f'{x) is never 
zero. What, then, happens if 
f{x)= 0 ^. If f{x )=0 every- 
where in an interval the function 
is constant there, and consequently has no inverse, since the 
same value of y must correspond to all values of x in the interval. 
If the equation f'(x) = 0 is 
true only at isolated points, 
and if for the sake of sim- 
plicity f(x) is assumed con- 
tinuous, then we must dis- 
tinguish whether on passing 
through these points f(x) 




Fig. 3. — Cubical parabola 


changes sign or not. In the first case this point separates a point 
where the function is monotordc increasing from another where 
it is monotonic decreasing. In the neighbourhood of such a point 
there can be no single-valued inverse function. In the second 
case the vanishing of the derivative does not destroy the 
monotonic character of the function y=^f(x), so that a single- 
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valued inverse exists. But the inverse function will no longer 
be differentiable at the corresponding point; in fact, its derivative 
will be infinite there. The functions y = and y = at the 
point £c = 0 offer examples of the two types. Figs. 2 and 3 
illustrate the behaviour of the two functions where they pass 
through the origin and at the same time show that one of the 
functions, namely y ^ has a single-valued inverse, but that 
the other function, y = has not. 

2. The Inverse of the Power Function. 

The simplest example of an inverse function is offered by the 
functions y=x^ for positive integers n and, as we at first assume, positive 
values of x. Under these conditions ^ is always positive, so that for 
all positive values of y we can form a unique positive inverse function 

The derivative of this inverse function is immediately obtained m accor- 
dance with the above general rule by the following calculations; 

^ _ 1 _ 1 1 _ 

dy dy dy n 

dx 

and if we now denote the independent variable by x, we may finally 
write 


dx 


^ (a;i/») = _ a: 
dx n 


which agrees with the result obtained directly on p. 94, 

The point x — 0 requires special consideration. If x approaches 0 
through positive values, d{x'^I^)/dx, where n > 1, will obviously increase 
beyond all bounds; this corresponds to the fact that for ?» > 1 the deri- 
vative of the w-th power f(x) = a;” vanishes at the origin. Geometrically 
this means that the curves y = x^l^, n> 1, touch the y-axis at the origin 
(cf. fig. 17, p. 34). 

For the sake of completeness it should be noted that for odd values of n 
the assumption that a; > 0 can be omitted and the function ^ = a:” can be 
considered for aU values of x without loss of its monotonic character or of 

d 1 

the uniqueness of its inverse. The differentiation formula ^(2/^'”) = ” yVn-i 


still holds for negative values of y; for a; = 0, w > 1, we have 


d(x^) 

dx 


0 , 


which corresponds to an infinite derivative (dxjdy) of the inverse function 
at the point y = 0. 
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3. Tile Inverse Trigonometric Functions. 

In order to form the inverses of the trigonometric fimctions 
we once again consider the graphs of sin a;, cos a;, tana;, and cotx. 
We at once see from figs. 14 and 15, p. 25, that for each of these 
functions it is necessary to select a definite interval if we are 
to speak of a unique inverse; for the lines y = c parallel to the 
a;-axis cut the curves in an infinite number of points, if at all. 



For the function y— sina; the derivative y' = cos a; will e.g. 
be positive in the interval — 77/2<a;<7r/2. In this interval 
the sine accordingly has an inverse function; we write the in- 
verse function of the sine in the form * 

X — arc sin?/ 

(read arc sine y\ this means the angle whose sine has the value y). 
This function runs monotonically from — 7r/2 to +7r/2 as ?/ tra- 
verses the interval —1 to +1. If we especially wish to emphasize 
that we are considering the inverse function of the sine for this 
very interval, we speak of the jyrincijpal value of the arc sine. 
If we form the inverse function for some other interval in which 
sin a; is monotonic, e.g. the interval -(-7 t /2 < a; < 877/2, we 
obtain another branch ” of the arc sine; without the exact 
statement of the interval in which the values of the function 
must lie the arc sine is a multi'ple-valued function^ and in fact 
has an infinite number of values. 

In general, the fact that arc siny is multiple- valued is 
expressed by the statement that to any one value y of the sine 
there corresponds not only the angle x but also the angle 
2Jc7t + X, as well as the angle (2h + 1)77 — x, where h is any 
integer (cf. fig. 4). 

* Tte notation x = is also used in EnglisL. books. 
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The difierentiation of the function arc sin^ is performed 
in virtue of our general rule by the following short calcula- 
tion: 

^ = 1 = JL = ^ ^ 

dy y* cos a? : — sin^cc) 

where the square root is to be taken as positive if we confine 
ourselves to the first interval mentioned.* 

If the independent variable is finally changed back from 
y to X, the difierentiation formula for the function arc since is 
obtained in the following form: 

d 

~ arc sinaj = 
dx 

Here it is assumed that the arc sine lies between —Trl2 and -\-tt12, 
and the square root sign is chosen positive. 



For the inverse function of coscc, denoted by arc cos cc, 
we obtain the difierentiation formula 

d 

rp arc coscc = - 
dx 

in exactly the same way. Here we take the positive sign of the 
root if the value of arc coscc is taken in the interval between 0 
and TT (not, as in the case of arc smx, between —7rl2 and -r'^/2); 
cf. fig. 5. 

A word remains to be said about the end-points x== 1 and 

aj =: -|-1. The derivatives become i nfinit e on approaching these 
end-points, corresponding to the fact that the graphs of the 

* If instead of tMs we had chosen the interval 7r/2 < a; < 3^/2, correspond- 
ing to the substitution of a? + for a;, we should have had to use the negative 
square root, since cos x is negative in this interval. 
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inverse sine and inverse cosine must possess vertical tangents at 
these points. 

We can deal with the inverse functions of the tangent and 
cotangent in an analogous way. The function y — tan x, whose de- 
rivative 1 /cos^a; for a; 4= w/2 + hn 
is everywhere positive, has a 
unique inverse in the interval 
— 7r/2 < iT < 7r/2. We call this 
inverse function x = arc tanj/ 
or (by interchange of the letters 
X and y)y= arc tana;. We see at 
once from fig. 6 that the original 
many- valuedness of the inverse 
— ^i.e. the many- valuedness which 
occurs if the interval of the 
values of the function is not 
fixed — ^is expressed by the fact 
that for each x we could have 
chosen instead of y any of the 
values y + IcTT (where h is an 
integer). For the function y=^Go%x the inverse x = arc coty, or 
(by interchange of x and y) y= arc cot a;, is uniquely determined 
if we require that its value shall lie in the interval from 0 to tt; 
the many- valuedness of arc cot a; is otherwise the same as for 
arc tana;. 

The differentiation formulae may be found as follows: 

, <^a; 1 . 11 

X = arc tmy, cos^a? == = : 

dy dy 1 + tan^a; l-\~ y^ 



K 

2 



/ 

0 ^ 


% 



/ 



Fig. 6. — ^The inverse tangent function 


dx 


X = arc ooty, 


dx 

dy 


-sm^a? == — 


1 + cot^ii; 1 + 2/^’ 
or finally, if we denote the independent variable by x, 


--- arc tana? = 
dx 


1 

T+^ 


Tr~ arc cot a; = 
dx 


1 + x^ 



Ill] 


INVERSE FUNCTIONS 


^ 5 ^ 


4. The Corresponding Integral Formulse. 

Expressed in the language of the indefinite integral, the 
formulse which we have just derived read as follows: 


f — ^ dx = arc since, L_ 

— J ^/n ^ 

1 


/r 


-f- x^ 


dx = arc tana;. 




V(i “ 
1 


dx - 


-arc cos a;, 


+ 


dx ~ —arc cotce. 


Between the pair of formulse on the left and that on the right, 
which express each indefinite integral in the form of two functions 
which appear entirely difierent, no contradiction exists. We 
must remember that in the case of the indefinite integral an 
arbitrary additive constant remains at our disposal. If we choose 
these constants so that they differ by - 77/2 and recall that 
7r/2 — arc cos a; = arc since and likewise 77/2 — arc cot a? = arc tana: 
this formal disagreement is immediately cleared up. The in- 
definiteness simply depends on the fact that the indefinite 
integral is not a single definite function, but a whole family of 
functions which differ from one another by arbitrary additive 
constants. The equation for an indefinite integral specifies not 
the value, but only a value, of it. As we have already remarked, 
it would be more correct to express this fact by always including 
the undetermined constant, thus writing, not 

j f{x)dx= F{x), 

. but J f{x)dx = F(x)-\- c. 

For convenience, however, it is usual to avoid this more detailed 
form; the reader should therefore be all the more careful to bear 
in mind the indefiniteness which is always associated with the 
shorter form (see also p. 116). 

From the formulae for indefinite integration there immedi- 
ately follow formulae for definite integration, as on p. 117. 
In particular, 

b 

= arc tan 6 — arc tana. 


/ 


dx 


1 + x^ 


• = arc tana? 
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If we put a = 0, & = 1 and recall that tanO = 0 and tan7r/4 = 1, 
we obtain the remarkable formula 

, 1 dx. 

0 1 

The number tt, which originally arose from the consideration 
of the circle, is by this formula brought into a very sim'ple relation- 



ship with the rational function ■ , and is expressed by the area 

defined as shown in fig, 7. 


Examples 

1. If 2 / = y, ?/ = 16 corresponds to a; = 8. Find ^ for a; == 8: solve 

ic- ^ dx 

y=-jioix and find ~ iox y = 16, and show that the values of these 
4 dy 

derivatives are consistent with the rule for inverse functions, 

2. Prove that (a) arc sin a-}- arc sin P — arc sin(a V 1 — p Vl — 

(6) arc sin a + arc sinps=aro cos(vT^^^ a|3); 

(c) arc tan a 4- arc tan p == arc tan — JlJE., 

1 — ap 

Dffierentiate the expressions in Ex. 3-10 and write down the corre- 
sponding integral formulae: 

3. 6. Va; g arc sin a; 

1 -f a: 1 tana; arc tana; 

7. are sin a;, arc cos a;. 10, 6 arc cot a; -f- 

8 ^ “b arc tana; 

1 — arc tana; 


4. Vaicos^a;. 

6 . 

1 — Va: 


arc cosa; 
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squares, find 
p. 121). 

4. Differentiation of a Function of a Function 

1. The Chain Rule, 

The preceding rules for differentiation enable us to differen- 
tiate every function which can be expressed as a rational expres- 
sion whose terms are functions with known derivatives. We 
can, however, take yet another important step forward and 
differentiate all those functions obtained by compounding func- 
tions with known derivatives. Let 4^{x) be a function which is 
differentiable in an interval a-^x^b and assumes all values 
in the interval a ^ ^ We now wish to consider a second 

differentiable function g{^) of the independent variable cf), in 
which the variable (f) ranges over the interval from a to We 
can now regard the function g{(l>) = g{(l>{x)] =f(x) as a function 
of a? in the interval The function f{x) = g{(f>{x)] 

will then be called a function of x compounded from the 
functions g and <f), or a function of a function. 

If, for example, c^{x) = 1 — and g{o) = V 9, this compound func- 
tion is simply f{x) == V (1 — x^). For the interval a ^ a; ^ 6 we here take 
the interval 0 ^ a ^ 1. The values of the function cj)(x) exactly fill up the 
interval 0 ^ 9 ^ 1; the compound function f(x) = V {I — x^) is there- 
fore defined in the interval 0 ^ a; ^ 1. 

Another example of the compoimding of functions is the function 
f{x) = V(1 + x% where the compoimding process may be indicated by 
the equations 


; graph paper, plot y 
1 


/ 


I + X^ 


on a large scale. By counting 


1 + x^ 


dx, thus obtaining an estimate for ~ (cf. Ex, 1, 


and where the value of the function 9(0;) runs through all positive 
numbers ^ 1, so that the function f(x) = g{^{x)} can be formed for all 
values of x. 

In compounding functions in this way we must naturally be careful 
to restrict ourselves to intervals a ^x for which the compound 
function is defined. For example, the compound function V(1 — a:^) is 
defined only for values of a; in the region — 1 ^ ^ 1, and not in the 

region 1 < a; ^ 2, for when a; is in this last interval the values of the 
function 9(0;) consist of negative numbers, for which the function g(<p) is 
not defined. 

Just as we can compound two functions with one another, we can and 
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must consider functions in wMch the compounding process is performed 
more than once. Such a function is 

V (1 + arc tan x^) 

which can he built up by the compounding process 

^{x) = x^, 4 ( 9 ) = 1 -{- arc tan 9 , §^( 4 ) = V = f{x). 

For the differentiation of compound functions we have the 
following fundamental theorem, the chain rule of the differential 
calculus: 

The function f (x) = g{^(x)} is differentiable, 'and its derivative 
is given by the equation 

or, in Leibnitz’s notation, 

dy _ dy dcl> 
dx d^ dx^ 

In words: the derivative of the compound function is the product 
of the derivatives of the ccnistituent functions. 

The proof of this formula follows very easily if we recall the 
meaning of the derivative. For any arbitrary ' Act; 4= 0 and cor- 
responding values of and Agr there exist two quantities e 
and rj, tending to 0 with Ax, such that 

Ag = f{(f>)A^ + €A 0 and A^ = <j>\x)Ax + pAx] 

we have only to calculate rj from the second equation and, where 
A^ 4= 0, € from the first equation, while if A(f> = 0 , we put € = 0 . 
If in the first of these equations we now substitute the value of 
A<^ from the second equation, we obtain 

or ^ = g'wm + {vm + 4'i^) - 

In this equation, however, we can let Ax tend to 0 , and at once 
obtain the result stated, since the bracket on the right tends to 
zero with Ax. Consequently the left-hand side of our equation 
has a limit ff{x), and this limit is equal to the first term on the 
right-hand side, as was stated.* 

* We could also have proved the rule by carrying out the passage to the 

limit Ax 0, and consequently 0 , in the equation ^ ^ The 

Ax A<l> Ax 
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By successive application of our formula we can immediately 
extend it to functions wMcli arise from the compounding of more 
than two functions. If, for example, 

y = 9{y), u = (l>{v), V = ip{x), 


we can think of y=f{x) as a function of x; its derivative is 
given by the rule 


dx 


du dv dx 


The case of a function compounded of an arbitrary number of 
functions is essentially similar. The proof may be left to the reader. 


2. Examples. 

As a very simple example we consider the function where we 

put a = piq, q being a positive integer and p a positive or negative integer, 
so that a is an arbitrary positive or negative rational number. Let z be 
positive. By the chain rule with 

y =: == 

we have the formula 

2 2 

so that for arbitrary rational values of a we obtain the differentiation 

formula ^ 

— 

dx 


in agreement with the result already foimd in another way in Chap. 11, 
§ 3 (p. 94). 

As a second example, we consider 

2/=V(l — a; 2 ) or y=V9, 


where 9 = 1 — a;^ and — 1 < a; < 1. The chain rule gives us 


Further examples are given in the following brief calculations; 
1. y = arc sin ^/(l — z?), 

dy __ 1 dV (1 — 

dx V{1 - (1 — a;^)} dx 

__ 1 — zr I 

V(l-a;2)“ "^V(l-a;2)‘ 


method in the text is, however, to be preferred, since it avoids the necessity 
for considering the case *= 0 specially. 
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2V(1 + ic) ' (1 - (1 + 

The chain rule for differentiation can also be expressed in the form of 
an integration formula, in agreement with the fact that to each differen- 
tiation formula there corresponds a completely equivalent integration 
formula. Nevertheless, we will pass over this formula for the present, 
since we have no immediate need of it here and, moreover, it is discussed 
in detail later (Chap. IV, § 2, p. 207). 

3. Further Remarks on the Integration and Differentiation of 
x°- when a is Irrational. 

In view of the elementary definition of the power by the equation 
= lim 

where the numbers form a sequence of rational numbers with the limit a, 
we might be tempted to effect the differentiation of x°- by direct passage 
to the limit in the differentiation formula 


dx'^ 


We are not entitled to do tins unless we have the right to conclude that 

d . d 


from the relation there foUows the relation — x 

dx 


■ ^ £c“. There 


is, however, a very serious objection 
to such a passage to the limit. For 
in any arbitrarily small neighbour- 
hood of a given curve other curves 
may be drawn whose direction at 
arbitrarily selected points differs 
from the direction of the original 
curve by any desired amount; for 
example, we may approximate to 
a straight line by a wave l 3 dng ar- 
bitrarily near it, the angle between the wave and the line reaching a 
value as high as 45° (see fig. 8). In other words, the above example 
shows us that from the fact that two functions differ only very little from 
one another^ we cannot immediately coT^lude that their derivatives also are 
everywhere nearly equal to one another. This objection forbids us to 


Fig. 8. — ^Approximation to a straight line 
by -wavy curves 
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perform the apparently obvious passage to the limit, in the absence of 
further justification. 

In this respect, however, the integral behaves quite differently from 
the derivative. We have already observed on p. 128 that if two functions 
differ by less than s throughout the interval from a to 6, their integrals 
must differ by less than s (6 — a). We there used this result to establish 
the validity of the differentiation formula 


1 ^ 
1 dx 




or, replacing a + 1 by a, 

— a;® = 
dx 

In this indirect way, therefore, the relation x^n -y — 3;^ given above 
is verified. 

The above discussion is a characteristic example of the interrelations 
of the differential calculus and the integral calculus. Yet in principle it 
is preferable to replace (as we shall do on p. 173 et seq.) the elementary 
definition of a;® by another, essentially simpler, definition which \nli lead 
us once more to the same result, and this time directly. 


Examples 

Differentiate the following functions: 


11. sin(a;2). 

12. V(1 -r sin^o;}. 


1. {X + If. 

2. (3x + 5)2. 

3. (x^ - So;® - x^f. 

4. -J_. 

1 -f re 


6. (ax bf (n an integer). 

7. i 

a; + V (a:2 — 1) 

ax^ + 6a; + c\ 

Ix^ - 1 - mx + nj 

9. ( V(1 — 

10. siii2a;. 


13. a;2 sin—. 

a;- 

14. tan L5. 

I — X 

15. sm(a;2 Bx ~r 2). 

16. arc sin (3 -f ^)> 

17. arc sin (cos a;). 

18. sin{arc cos V(1 — x '^) ). 

a/2 — ^72 

19. a; ^ — a; ^ . 

20. [sin (a; + 7) ] 

21. [arc sin (a cos a; -j- 6) ]®. 
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5. Maxima and Minima 

Now that we have attained a certain mastery of the problem 
of difierentiating the elementary functions and the functions 
compounded from them, we are in a position to make a variety 
of applications. Here we shall consider the simplest of these 
applications, the theory of maxima and minima of a function, 
in conjunction with a geometrical discussion of the second deri- 
vative, and then in the next section we shall again take up the 
thread of the general theory. 

1. Convexity or Concavity of Curves. 

By definition the derivative ^f(^) of a function f{x) gives 
the slope of the curve y=f(x). This slope can itself be repre- 




d 

sented by a curve y' == tbe derived curve of 

the given curve. The slope of this last curve vfill be given by the 
d ^ " 

derivative =/"(a:), the second derivative of 

f{xl and so on. If the second derivative f'{x) is positive at a 
point >c— so that owing to continuity (which we here assume) it 
18 positive in a certain neighbourhood of the point then the 
derivative/ (k) must increase as it passes this point in the direc- 
tion of increasing values of x. Hence the curve' y =f(x) turns 
its convex side towards the direction of decreasing values of y. 
The opposite is true if/"(a:) is negative. In the first case, there- 
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fore, tlie curve in the neighbourhood of the point lies above the 
tangent, in the second case below the tangent (see figs. 9a and 6). 

Special consideration is required only in the case of points 
where f'{x) = 0. On passing through such a point the second 



derivative /''(a;) wiU, as a rule, change its sign. Such a point will 
then be a point of transition between the two cases indicated 
above; that is, the tangent will on one side be above the curve, 
and on the other side below it, so that besides touching the 
curve it will also cross it (see fig. 10). Such a point is called a 
point of inflection of the curve, and the corresponding tangenxj 
is called an inflectional tangent. 

The simplest example is given by the fimction y = o^, the cubical 
parabola, for which the a;-axis itseM is an inflectional tangent at the point 
a; = 0. Another example is given by the function S{z) = sin x, for which 
f'(x) == d{mix)ldx = cos a;- and f'(x) = d?(%jRx)ldx^ = —sin x. Conse- 
quently f'(0) — 1 and /''(O) = 0; since the sign of {"(x) changes at a = 0, 
the sine curve has at the origin an inflectional tangent inclined at an 
angle of 45° to the a;-axis. 

It must,, however, be noted that points can exist where f'(x) = 0 
although the tangent does not cut the curve, but remams entirely on one 
side of it. For example, the curve y = x^ lies entirely above the a:-axis, 
although the second derivative f"{x) vanishes for a: = 0. 

2. Maxima and Minima. 

We say that a continuous function or a curve y =f(x) has a 
maximum {minimum) at a point | if in at least some neighbour- 
hood of the point x = i the values of the function f{x) iox i 
are all less than /(f) (greater than /(f)). By a neighbourhood of 
a point we mean an interval a ^ cc ^ j8 which contains the 



i6o DIFFERENTIATION AND INTEGRATION [Chap, 

point i in its interior. Geometrically speaking, such maxima 
and minima are respectively the wave-crests and wave-troughs of 
the curve. A glance at fig. 11 shows us that the value of the 

maximum at one point P 5 
may very well be less than 
the value of the minimum 
at another point PgJ “tfins 
the concept of maximum 
and minimum is always to 
some extent relative, on 

Fig. n. —Maxima and minima aCCOUUt of the restriction tO 

a certain neighbourhood. 

If we wish to fix upon the actual greatest or least value of 
the function we must employ special means for deciding how 
this value is to be selected from among the maxima or minima. 

The point for us at present is to find the (relative) maxima 
or minima, or, to use a word that covers both maxima and 
minima, the relative extreme values {extrema) of a given func- 
tion or curve. This problem, which is very frequently en- 
countered in geometry, mechanics, and physics and which occurs 
in many other applications, formed one of the principal incentives 
for the development of the differential and integral calculus in 
the seventeenth century. 

We see at once that if the function is assumed to be differen- 
tiable, the tangent to the curve at an extreme value ^ must be 
horizontal. Hence the condition 



= 0 

is a necessary condition for an extreme value; by solving this 
equation for the unknown | we obtain the points at which an 
extreme value may possibly occur. Our condition, however, is 
by no means a sufficient condition for an extreme value; there 
may be points at which the derivative vanishes, i.e. at which 
the tangent is horizontal, although the curve has neither a maxi- 
mum nor a minimum there. This occurs if at the given point 
the curve has a horizontal inflectional tangent cutting it, as in 
the above example of the function y = at the point x — 0, 

The expressions turning value, turning poinA, are also used. On the other 
hand, the terms stationary value, stationary point, include inflections as well 
maxima and minima. 



(II] 


MAXIMA AND MINIMA 


i6i 

If, however, we have found a point at which /'(a;) vanishes, 
we may immediately conclude that the function has a maximum 
at that point if /"(I) < 0, a minimum if f'{^) > 0. For in the 
first case the curve in the neighbourhood of this point lies com- 
pletely below the tangent, in the second case completely above 
the tangent. 

Instead of basing the deduction of our necessary condition 
on intuition we could, of course, have given an easy proof by 
purely analytical methods (cf. the exactly analogous considera- 
tions for Kolle’s theorem, p. 105). If the function j{x) has a 
maximum at the point then for all sufficiently small values of 
h different from 0 the expression /(|) —f(i+h) must be posi- 

f(^ 4- A) — f(^) 

tive. Therefore the quotient — 1 — ±11! wiU be positive or 

negative, according as h is negative or positive. Thus if h tends 
to zero through negative values the limit of this quotient cannot 
be negative, while if A tends to zero through positive values the 
limit cannot be positive. But since we have assumed that the 
derivative exists these two limits must be equal to one another 
and, in fact, to f(i), which therefore can only have the value 
zero; we must have = 0. A similar proof holds for the case 
of a minimum. 

We can also formulate, and prove analytically, conditions 
which are necessary and sufficient for the occurrence of a maximum 
or a minimum, without involving the second derivative. We 
suppose that the function /(x) is continuous and has a continuous 
derivative f{x) which vanishes only at a finite number of 
points. 

Then f(x) has a maximum or a minimum at the point x = | if, 
and only if, the derivative f'(x) changes sign on passing through 
this point; in particular, the function has a minimum if the deri- 
vative is negative to the left of ^ and positive to the right, while in 
the contrary case it has a maximum. 

We prove this by using the mean value theorem. First, we 
observe that to the left and right of ^ there exist intervals 
ii<^ < i i (extending to the nearest points 

at which f'(x) = 0) in each of which f'{x) has only one sign. If 
the signs of f'{x) in these two intervals are different, then 
f(i + A) —fii) = hf\i -f dh) has the same sign for all numeri- 
cally small values of h, whether A is positive or negative, so that 

(e798) 12 
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/(I) is an extiieme value. If /(a?) Fas the same sign in both in- 
tervals, then hf(i + 6h) changes sign when h does, so that 
is greater than/(|) on one side and less than/(^) on 
the other side, and there is no extreme value. Our theorem is 
thus proved. 

At the same time we see that the value /(|^) is the greatest 
or least value of the function in every interval, containing the 
point in which the only change of sign of f{x) occurs at 
^ itseH. 

The mean value theorem on which this proof is based can 
still be used even if f{x) is not difierentiable at an end-point 
of the interval in which it is applied, provided that j[x) 
is diSerentiable at all the other points of the interval; for 
example, the above proof stiU holds if f\x) does not exist 
at a; = |. This leads us to the following more general result: 
if the function f{x) is continuous in an interval containing the 
point and everywhere in this interval, with the possible 
exception of i itself, has a derivative /'(a:) which vanishes at not 
more than a finite number of points, then f(x) has an extreme 
value at the point x — i if, and only if, the point | separates 
two intervals in which f(x) has different signs. For example, 
the function y=z\x\ has a minimum at a? == 0, since y' > 0 
for 0 ? > 0 and y' <0 for x <0 (cf. fig. 9, p. 97). The function 
y = likewise has a minimum at the point a? = 0, even 
though its derivative |cc“^ is infinite there (cf. fig. 12, p. 99), 

In addition we make the following remark on the general 
theory of maxima and minima: the finding of maxima and 
minima is not directly equivalent to the finding of the greatest 
and least values of a function in a closed interval. In the case 
of a monotonic function these greatest and least values wiU be 
assumed at the ends of the interval and are therefore not maxima 
and minima in our sense; for this latter concept refers to a 
complete neighbourhood of the place in question. Thus for ex- 
ample the function f{x) = a: m the interval 0 ^ a; ^ 1 assumes 
its greatest value at the point a? = 1, and its least value at a; = 0, 
and a corresponding statement holds for every monotonic func- 
tion. The function y = arc tan x, whose derivative is 1 /(I + x^), 
is monotonic for — co < a: < + °° j and in that open interval 
possesses neither a maximum nor a minimum, nor a greatest 
or a least value. 
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If after fin d in g the zeros of f'(x) we wish to make sure that 
we have thereby found the points at which the function has its 
greatest or least values, we can often make use of the following 
criterion: 

A point ^ at which f'(x) vanishes gives the least or greatest 
value of the function f(x) in a whole interval, if throughout that 
interval f"(x) > 0 or f'{x) < 0 respectively. 

For if I and ^ + A both belong to the interval 

/'(I + A) + h) = hra + eh), 

by the mean value theorem. Hence at the point x = i + h the 
derivative/' (a;) has the same sign as h or the opposite sign, accord- 
ing as/"{cc) > 0 or f'{x) < 0; the statement then follows from 
the remark following the theorem at the top of p. 162. 

3. Examples of Maxima and Minima. 

Ex, 1. Of all rectangles of given area, to find that with the least peri 
meter. 

Let be the area of the rectangle and x the length of one side (here 
we must consider x as ranging over the interval 0 < a? < x ); then the 
length of the other side is a^fx, and half the perimeter is given by 

- 

X 

We Iiave f'{x) = 1 — ' f"{x) = 


The equation /'(?) = 0 has the single positive root ^ — a. For this value 
f'\x) is positive (as it is for any positive value of x); it therefore gives the 
required least value, and we obtain the very plausible result that of ail 
rectangles of given area the square has the smallest perimeter. 

Ex. 2. Of all triangles with given base and given area, to find that 
with the least perimeter. 

To solve this problem, we take the a;-axis along the given base AB 
and the middle point of AB as the origin. If <7 is the vertex of the triangle, 
h its altitude (which is fixed), and {x, h) are the co-ordinates of the vertex, 
then the sum of the two sides of the triangle AC and BG which are to be 
determined will be given by 

/(a:) = ^/{{x + af + h^)} +V{{x- af + h^} 
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+ + . . \ + 

■' ^ ‘ ^/{{x + af + h^'^ V{(a: + a)2+ ■s/ {{x - af + h^fl 


__ ^2 12 

“ V{(a;+a)2+A2}3“^V{(a;-a)2 + ^3}3‘ 

We see at once (1) that /'(O) vanishes, (2) that f''{x) is always positive; 
hence at £c = 0 there is a least value. For since f\x) > 0 the first 
derivative f(x) always increases and therefore cannot be equal to zero 
at any other point, so that the point a; = 0 must really give the least 
value of f{x). This least value is accordingly given by the isosceles triangle. 
Similarly, we find that of all triangles with given perimeter and given 

base the isosceles triangle has 
^ A the greatest area. 

A L Ex. 3. To find a point on 

\ B ^ given straight line such that 

\ >{ the sum of its distances from 

h \ L two given fixed points is -a 


mmimum. 


-Law of reflection 


4o(\/p\ I ^ Let there be given a straight 

0 x-MP ^ ^ X line and two fixed points A 

and B on the same side of the 
line. We wish to find a point 

Fig. .a.-Law of reflection 

that the distance PA + PB 
has the least possible value. 

We take the given line as the a;-axis and use the notation of fig. 12, 
Then the distance in question is given by 

f(z) = V(a^ + *3) 4- V{(a: — 0)2 + 

and we obtain 

f'(x) = ^ 4- z — a 

V[x^ 4 - h^) V{{x ~ 0)2 4- A, 2 }’ 

nx) = ^ 1 I -(* - a)^ 


V {x^ -}- A2) V {(x - a)2 -b 


V{(0-0)2 4 -V} 

^ , V 

V(a:2 4- h^f V{(a:— a)2 4. 

Tile equation/' (5) = 0 accordingly gives us 

a-5 

V(?2+ *2) V{(5 - 0)2 4- A^2}’ 

COS a == cos p. 
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which means that the two lines PA and PB must form equal angles 
with the given line. The positive sign of f"{x) shows us that we really 
have a least value. 

The solution of this problem is closely connected with the optical law 
of reflection. By an important principle of optics, known as Fermat’s 
principle of least time^ the path of a light ray is determined by the property 
that the time that the light takes to go from a point ^ to a point B under 
known conditions must be the least possible. If the condition is imposed 
that a ray of light shall on its way from A \,oB pass through some point 
on a given straight line (say on a mirror), we see that the shortest time 
will be taken along the ray for which the “ angle of incidence ” is equal 
to the “ angle of reflection 

Ex. 4. The Law of Refraction . — ^Let there be given two points A and 
B on opposite sides of the a;-axis. Which path from ^ to corresponds to 
the shortest possible time if the velocity on one side of the a;-axis is Cj 
and on the other side Cg? 



It is clear that this shortest path must lie along two portions of straight 
lines meeting one another at a point P on the a;-axis. Using the notation 
of fig. 13, we obtain the two expressions V (h^ + and V ~f (a — x)-} 
for the lengths PA, PB respectively, and we find the time of passage along 
this path by dividing the lengths of the two segments by the corresponding 
velocities and adding. This gives us 

/(a;) = i + 3?) + -^ w + (® — ^)®}. 

Cl ^2 


for the time taken. 

By differentiation, we obtain 


f'(.x) = 


/'■w= 


1 X 1 o — a; 

ci V(h^~hx^) ^ V{h^^ -j- (a- xfY 

1 h^ , 1 _ 

Cl V {h^ + Cg V {^ 1 ^ -r (a — rc)^ }® 


As we readily see from the figure, the equation — 0, i.e- 


1 


1 


X 


a — X 
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is equivalent to the condition — since sin p, or 


sin p Co 

We leave it to the reader to prove that there is *01117 one point which 
satisSes this condition and that this point actually yields the required 
least value. The ph3'Sicai meaning of our example is again given by 
the optical principle of least time. A ray of light travelling between two 
points describes the path of shortest time. If c^ and Cg are the velocities of 
lisht on either side of the boundary of Wo optical media, the path of the 
light vill be that given by our result, which accordingly gives Snell’s law 
of refraction. 

Examples 


1. Find the maxima, minima, and points of inflection of the following 
functions. Graph them, and determine the regions of increase and de- 
crease, and of convexity and concavity: 

(a) (h) - x), (c) 2a;/(l -f x% 

{d) a^l{x^ -f !)• (fi) sin-.r. 

2. Determine the maxima, minima, and points of inflection of 
aj® 4- Zpz 4 q- Discuss the nature of the roots oi Zpx + g = 0. 

3. Which point of the hyperbola — ^x^ = 1 is nearest to the 
point a? = 0, ^ = 3? 

4. Let P be a fixed point vith co-ordinates Xq, in the first quadrant 
of a rectangular co-ordinate system. Find the equation of the line through 
P such that the length intercepted between the axes is a minimum. 

5. A statue 12 ft. high stands on a pillar 15 ft. high. At what distance 
must a man 6 ft. high stand in order that the statue may subtend the 
greatest possible angle at his eye? 

6. Two sources of light, of intensities a and 6, are at a distance d apart. 
At which point of the line joining them is the illumination least? (Assume 
that the illumination is proportional to the intensity and inversely pro- 
portional to the square of the distance.) 

7. Of ail rectangles with a given area, find 

(a) the one with the smallest perimeter; 

(b) the one with the shortest diagonal. 


8. In the ellipse 


a? 



1 inscribe the rectangle of greatest area. 


9. Two sides of a triangle are a and b. Determine the third side so that 
the area is a maximum. 


10. A circle of radius r is divided into two segments by a line gf at a 
distance k from the centre. In the smaller of these segments inscribe the 
rectangle of greatest possible area. 

11- Of all circular cylinders with a given volume, fibad the one with the 
least area. 
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12. Given the parabola = 2px, p > 0, and a point F{x 

within it < 2^?$), find the shortest path (consisting of two line seg- 
ments) leading from P to a point Q on the parabola and then to the focus 
F{x = ip, y= 0) of the parabola. Show that the angle FQP is bisected 
by the normal to the parabola, and that QP is parallel to the axis of the 
parabola. (Principle of the parabolic mirror.) 

13. * A prism deflects a beam of light travelling in a plane perpendicular 
to the edge of the prism. What must the relative position of prism and 
beam be for the deflection to be a minimum? 

14. Given n fixed numbers . , . , determine x so that S (a,. — x)^ 

is a minimum. * - 1 

15. Prove that if p > 1 and x > 0, — I ^ p{x ~ 1). 

16. Prove the inequality 1 ^ ^ 0 ^ cc ^ 

X 7Z 2 


17. Prove that (a) tanrc ^ a;, 0 a; < -. 

™ - - 2 
(6) cosa; ^ 1 — — . 

2 

18. * Given aj > 0, ag > 0, . . . , a„ > 0, determine the minimum of 

-f- • • • + G'n-l + ^ 
n 


for a? > 0. Use the result to prove by mathematical induction that 

^ ■+•... -f- 

V « 


6. The Logakithm and the Exponential Function 

The systematic relations between the difierential calculus 
and tbe integral calculus lead naturally to a convenient method 
of approach to the exponential function and the logarithmc 
Although we have already (pp. 25, 69) investigated these 
functions, we now define them afresh and develop their theory 
again without making any use of our previous definition and 
the results based on it. We begin with the logarithm, and then 
obtain the exponential function as its inverse. 

1. Definition of the Logarithm. The Differentiation Formula. 

We have seen that indefinite integration of the power oj” 
for integral indices n in. general leads to a power of x. The 
only exception is the function 1/a;, which does not appear as the 
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derivative of anv of the functions which we have dealt 
with so far. It is natural to suppose that the indefinite 
iiite,gral of the function Ijx represents a new sort of function; 
so, following up this idea, we will proceed to investigate the 
function 



for a: > 0. We call it the logarithm of x, or, more accurately, the 
natural logarithm of x, and write it y^logx or y= nat loga;. 
We have denoted the variable of integration by ^ in order to 
avoid confusion with the upper limit x. 

The choice of the number 1 as lower limit is an arbitrary one, 
which, however, will soon prove its convenience. 

In the course of the following argument it will appear that 
the logarithm defined here is the same as the logarithm which we 

previously (p. 70) defined in an 
''elementary way”. But, as we 
once more emphasize, the results 
of the following investigations are 
independent of those obtained 
earlier. 

Geometrically our logarithmic func- 
tion means the area shown shaded 
in fig. 14, which is bounded above by 
the rectangular hyperbola y ~ 1/5, 
below by the 5-axis, and at the sides by the lines 5=1 and 5 = a;. This 
area is to be reckoned positive if a; > 1, negative if a; < 1. For a; = 1 the 
area vanishes, and we therefore have log 1 = 0. 



According to the above definition the derivative of the 
logarithm is given by the formula 


dx X 

Here let us expressly emphasize that we assume through- 
out that the argument x is positive; the logarithm of 0 or 
of any negative value cannot be formed in accordance with 
the formula above, for the integrand 1/f becomes infinite 
when ^ = 0. On the other hand, if we choose some negative 
number, say —1, for the lower limit, we can form the integral 
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with, a negative upper limit x, i.e. we can consider the expres- 
sion 


111 


{x < 0 ). 


Owing to the significance of the integral as the limit of a sum or 
as an area, we see that for a? < 0 

di_ 


In conformity with this we 
indefinite integration as 


The logarithm can, of course, 
he represented by means of a 
graph. This graph, the loga- 
rithmic curve, is shown in fig. 
15. We have abeady seen (p. 
119 seq.) how to construct it. 

2. The Addition Theorem. 

The logarithm defined as 
above obeys the following 
fundamental law: 

log(a&) = loga + log 6. 


general write the formula for 



The proof of this addition theorem follows directly from the 
difierentiation formula. For, writing 2;= log (ax), and appljdng 
the chain rule, we have 

dz _ 1 ^ _ 1 

dx ax' X 


But 


1 

dx 


can in 


and since the functions z and logx have the same derivative 
they differ only by a constant, so that 2; = logx + or 

log ax = logx + c. 
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This being true for all positive values of x, we first put a? = 1 to 
find c; since log 1 = 0, this yields 

log a = c. 

Substituting this value for c, we have 

hgax = logo; + log a, 

whence, for x=by 

logab = loga + log 6, 
which was to be proved. 

Tor arbitrary positive nmnbers a^, a^, . . . , a„ tbe equation 

• • • ®n) — log®i “f* logflg + . . . + loga„ 

follows from tbe addition theorem for the logarithm. 

In particular, if all the numbers cq, 02 , . . . , are equal to 
one and the same number a, we have 

logo" = n logos. 

Similarly, it follows that 

loga + log- = logl = 0, 
a 

so that logo! = — log — . 

a 

If, further, we put ^a — a it follows that logos = nloga, or 


From this by repeated use of the addition theorem we fini^ 
that, when m is a positive integer. 


The equation loga' = v loga 

IS thus proved for all positive rational values of r, and for r = 0 
It IS obviously correct. For negative rational values of r it is 
also valid, for then 

loga’- = log A = _loga-r = r loga. 
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3. Monotonic Character and Values of the Logarithm. 

The value of the logarithm obviously increases when x in- 
creases, and decreases when x decreases; the logarithm is there- 
fore a monotonic function. 

Since the derivative 1/a; becomes smaller and smaller as x 
increases, the function increases more and more slowly as x 
increases. Nevertheless, as x increases beyond all bounds the 
function log a; does not tend to a positive limit, but becomes 
infinite; that is to say, for every positive number 4, no matter 
how large, there are values of x for which loga; > A. This fact 
follows very readily from the addition theorem. For log 2^ = 
n log 2, and since log 2 is a positive number, by taking x== 2^ 
with sufficiently large values of n we can make logx as large 
as we please. 

Since log (1/2”) = — n log2, we see that as x tends to zero 
through positive values logo; is negative and increases numeri- 
cally beyond all bounds. 

Summing up these results: 

The function loga; is a monotonic function which assumes 
all values between — 00 and 00 as the independent variable x 
ranges over the continuum of positive numbers. 

4. The Inverse Function of the Logarithm (the Exponential 

Function). 

Since the function y = logo; {x > 0) is a monotonic function 
of X which assumes all real values, its inverse function, which we 
shall at first denote by a; = E{y), must be a single- valued mono- 
tonic function defined for every real value of y\ it is differentiable, 
since loga; itself is differentiable. We interchange the notation 
for the dependent and independent variables, and proceed to 
study the function E[x) in detail. In the first place, it must 
clearly be positive for every value of x. Further, we must have 

^( 0 ) = 1 ; 

for this equation is equivalent to the statement that log 1 = 0. 

Secondly, from the addition theorem for the logarithm there 
immediately follows the multiplication theorem 

Eia)E{^) = E(a+^). 
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To prove this we need only notice that the equations 


are equivalent to 

a=Ioga, ^=log6, a+^=logc. 

Since by the addition theorem for the logarithm a + jS = loga5, 
it must be true that c = ah, which proves the multiplication 
theorem. 

From this theorem we derive a fundamental property of the 
function y == E{x), which gives us the right to call our function 
the exponential function and to write it symbolically in the form 

In order to obtain this property we observe that there must 
be a number — which we shall call ^ e — for which 

loge = 1. 

This is equivalent to the definition 


Using the multiplication theorem for the function B(x), we have 

E(n) == 

and, in the same way, for positive integers m and n, 


which we could also have found directly from the addition 
theorem for the logarithm. 

The equation E{r) = thus proved for positive rational 
numbers r holds also for negative rational numbers in virtue of 
the equation 

E{T)E{-r) = £(0) = 1. 

The function E{x) is therefore a function which is continuous 
for all values of x, and which for rational values of x coincides 
with e®. These facts give us the right to caU our function e® for 

♦ Its identity with the number e considered on p. 43 will he proved in No, 6 
(p. 175). 
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arbitrary irrational values of x also * (It should be noticed that 
here the continuity of e® is an immediate consequence of its 
definition as the inverse function of a continuous monotonic 
function, while if the elementary definition is adopted the con- 
tinuity must be proved.) 

The exponential function is difierentiated, according to the 
formula 

d 

— e® = e® or y' = y. 

CLOO 

THs formula expresses the important fact that the derivative oj 
the exponential function is the 
function itself 

The proof is extremely 
simple. For we have x = log^, 
whence, by the formula for the 
differentiation of the loga- 
rithm, we have ~ and 
dy y 

then by the rule for inverse 
functions 

dx 

, , 1 Fig. 16. — The exponential function 

as was stated. 

The graph of the exponential function e“, the so-called exponential 
curve, is obtained by reflection of the logarithmic curve in the line which 
bisects the first quadrant. It is shown in fig. 16. 

5. The General Exponential Function a® and the General 
Power x\ 

The exponential function a® for an arbitrary positive base a 
is now simply defined by the equation 

* If we anticipate the fact, which will be proved on p. 175, that our number e 
is identical with the number so denoted previously, we have now proved that the 
definition given here yields the same exponential function with base e as was 
formerly defined by the process of raising to powers. For, according to that 
elementary definition, we defined the values of e® for irrational x‘s as the limit 
of the expressions e®«, where takes on a sequence of rational values with the 
limit X, 
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wiich agrees witE the earlier definition in virtue of the 
relation 

Using the chain rule we immediately obtain 

a* = A 
dx dx 

== a® log a. 

The inverse function of the exponential function is 

called the logarithm to the base a and is written 

X = log^y, 

while the logarithmic function previously introduced, when a 
distinction is necessary, is spoken of as the natural logarithm, 
or logarithm to the base e. 

From the definition it follows immediately that 

logy == X loga = logaV • 

which shows us that the logarithm of y to an arbitrary positive 
base a 4= 1 is obtained by multiplying the natural logarithm of 
y by the reciprocal of the natural logarithm of a, the modulus 
of the system of logarithms to the base * a. 

Instead of our previous definition of the general 'power 
x"" (x > 0) we shall now define this power by the equation 

x^ — 

The rule for difierentiating the power follows immediately 
from the definition, using the chain rule; for 

~ 

dx X 

in agreement with our previous result (cf. p. 155). 

* If we take a « 10 we obtain the ordinary “ Briggian ’’ logarithms, which 
have already been met with in elementaiy mathematics and which are advan- 
tageous for use in numerical calculations. 
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6. Tlie Exponential Function and the Logarithm represented 
as Limits. 

We are now in a position to state important limiting relations 
referring to the quantities introduced above. We begin with the 
formula for differentiating the function /(ir) == logo;, 

l = f{x) = lim = lim log(^+^)-Iog^ 

X h—^0 ^ h—^Q h 

= lim llog/l + -Y 

h-^Oll \ X/ 

If we put - = «, this becomes 

X 

lim y log(l + zh) = z. 


Since the function e® is continuous for all values of x, this implies 
that 

= lim = liin(l + . . (a) 

h — ^ 0 h — ^ 0 


If in particular we give h the sequence of values 1 
we have 


1 1 
3 ’ 


1 

n * 


lim 

n— >-00 



= e\ 


. . (&) 


If to z we assign the value 1, formula (a) gives the following 
important fact: 

As h tends to zero^ the expression (1 -f h)^^^ tends to the 
number e: 

hm (1 + A)^^^=e. 

h-^O 

Formula (6) gives 

lim (1+ -)”==€, 


which proves that the number e is the same as the number 
denoted by the symbol e on p. 43 . 

From the differentiation formula for a®, 

, — a® 

a® logu = lim • 

A->0 


h 


9 
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it follows for a; = 0 that 

— 1 

loga = lim — - — j 
k-^o A 


a formula which expresses the logarithm of a directly as a 
limit. 

To this equation we append the remark that by its means 
we can complete the relation 

Ja a + 1 ^ ^ 


established earlier. AVe have always been obliged to exclude 
the case a== — 1. Now, however, we can trace what happens 
when the number a tends to the limit —1. If we put a = 1 
the left-hand side will by our definition of the logarithm have 
the limi t ^ 

*'l X 

9 

the right-hand side therefore has the same limit when a — 1, 
This fact, moreover, is in accordance with the formula 


1 

log6= lim — — ; 
h->o n 


we need only write a + 1 = A. 

We have thus cleared up the exceptional case a = — 1 in 
the integration formula which we have so often used. The 
formula above is still meaningless when a = —1, but as a limit 
formula it retains its significance as a — 1. 


7. Pinal Remarks. 

Here we briefly review the train of thought followed out in 
this section. We first defined the natural logarithm y logic 
for a; > 0 by means of an integral, whence we immediately 
deduced the difierentiation formula, the addition theorem, and 
the existence of an inverse. We then investigated the inverse 
function ?/ = e®, where the number e was seen to be the number 

* We have here carried out the passage to the limit a — 1 under the 
integral sign without further investigation; cf. the discussion on p. 128 e/ 
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wiose logarittm is 1, and we derived its diSerentiation formula, 
as well as limit expressions for it and for the logarithm. The 
introduction of the functions y = af = e*" and j/ = a® == 6^ 
followed naturally. 

In the discussion given here, as contrasted with the “ elemen- 
tary treatment, the question of continuity causes no difficulty, 
since the logarithm is defined as an integral and therefore as a 
continuous and difierentiable function, whose inverse function 
is also continuous. 


Examples 


1. Sketoh the function ?/ = - (1 ^ a; ^2) on a large scale, using 
graph paper, and find logg2 by counting squares. 

Differentiate the functions in Ex. 2-5: 

2. aj(loga; — 1). 4. log{a:d- V(1 -f a:-)}. 

3. log logo;. 5. log{ V(1 -{- logo:) — sin a;}. 


6. Differentiate log—) {a) by using the chain rule and the 

V (2 + x) 

quotient rule, without preliminary simplification; (&) first simplifying 
by means of the theorems on logarithms. 

7. (a) Differentiate y = + 

V 

(b) Differentiate the same function, first taking logarithms and sim- 
pHfying. 

( x\^ 

1 + . - j =1. 

9. Show that the function t/= cosa;-f & sina:) satisfies the 

equation 

y" + 2cLy' + (a^ -f l)y = 0 
for all values of a and h. 


10. * Show that ~ when cc =i= 0, where is 

dx'^ 

a polynomial of degree 2n — 2, Establish the “ recurrence formula ” 

11. Find the maximum of «/= where X and a are constants. 

Find the locus of this maximum when X is allowed to vary. 

12. Differentiate (a > 0). 

13. Differentiate ( 
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7. Some Applications of the Exponential Function 

In this section we shall consider some miscellaneous problems 
involving the exponential function, and we shall thus gain an 
insight into the fundamental importance of this function in all 
sorts of applications. 

1. Definition of the Exponential Function by Means of a Dif- 
ferential Eanation. 

We can define the exponential function by a simple theorem, 
whose use will save us many detailed investigations of particular 
cases. 

If a function y = f (x) satisfies an equation of the form 

ay 

ivkere a is a constajit other than zero, then y has the form 

y ==/(») = 

where c is also a constant, and conversely, every function of the form 
satisfies the equation y' = ay. The latter is usually briefly 
referred to as a differential equation, since it expresses a relation 
between the function and its derivative. 

In order to make the theorem clear, we notice first of all 
that in the simplest case a = 1 the above equation becomes 
y' = y. We know that y=e^ satisfies this equation, and it is 
clear that the same is also true oi y = ce^, if c is an arbitrary 
constant. Conversely, we can easily see that no other function 
satisfies the diflerential equation. For if z/ is such a function, we 
consider the function u = ye"^. We must then have 

u' = y'e~^ — ye~^ = e~^{y' — y). 

But the right-hand side vanishes, since we have assumed that 
hence u! = 0, so that by p. 114 et seq. is a constant 
c and y = ce®, as we wished to prove. 

The case of any non-zero value of a can be treated in exactly 
the same way as the special case a = 1. If we introduce the 
function u = ye'^^, we obtain the equation u' = y'e~'°^ — aye''^» 
Hence from the assumed difierential equation we find that 
u' = 0, so that ^ = c and y = ce^. The converse is clear. 
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We will now apply tFis theorem to a mimber of examples 
and thus make it more intelligible. 


2. Interest Compounded Continuously. Eadioactive Disintegra- 
tion. 


A capital sum, or principal, wMch has its interest added to it at 
regular periods of time, increases by jumps at these interest periods in 
the following manner. If 100a is the rate of interest per cent, and if further 
the interest accrued is added to the principal at the end of each year, 
then after x years the accumulated amount of an original principal of 1 


will be 


(1 + af . 


If, however, the principal had the interest added to it not at the end 
of each year, but at the end of each w-th part of a year, then after x years 
the principal would amount to 


Taking a: = 1 for the sake of simplicity, i.e. reckoning the interest at 
100a per cent for one year, we find that if the interest is computed in this 
latter way the principal 1 amounts after one year to 


If we now let n increase beyond all bounds, i.e. if we let the interest be 
calculated at shorter and shorter intervals, the limiting case will signify 
in a sense that the interest is compounded continuously, at each instant; 
and we see that the total amount after one year will be times the original 
principal. Similarly, if the interest is calculated in this manner, an original 
principal of 1 will have grown after x years to an amount here x may 
be any number, integral or otherwise. 

The discussion in No. 1 (p. 178) forms a framework within which 
examples of this type are readily understood. We consider a quantity, 
given by the number 2 /, which increases (or decreases) with the time. 
Let the rate at which this quantity increases or decreases be proportional 
to the total quantity. Then if we take the time as the independent variable 
X, we obtain a law of the form z/' = ay for the rate of increase, where a, 
the factor of proportionality, is positive or negative according as the 
quantity is increasing or decreasing. Then in accordance with No. 1 the 
quantity y itself will be given by a formula 

y = ce**. 


where the meaning of the constant c is immediately obvious if we con- 
sider the instant a; = 0, At that instant = 1, and we find that c = yo 
is the quantity at the beginning of the time considered, so that we may 
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I So 


A characteristic example of the use of these ideas is the case of radio- 
actii'B disintegration. The rate at which the total quantity y of the radio- 
active substance is diminishing at any instant is proportional to the total 
quantity present at that instant; this is a priori plausible, as each portion 
of the substance decreases as rapidly as every other portion. Therefore 
the quantity y of the substance expressed as a function of the time satis- 
fies a relation of the form y' = —hy, where h is to be taken as positive 
since we are dealing with a diminishing quantity. The quantity of sub- 
stance is thus expressed as a function of the time hj y = where y^ 

is the amount of the substance at the beginning of the time considered 
(time X — 0). 

After a certain time t the radioactive substance wiU have diminished 
to half its original quantity. This so-called half-value period is given by 


the equation 


m 


^—kr 


whence we immediatelv obtain t = 

h 


3. Cooling or Heating of a Body by a Surrounding Medium. 

Another typical example of the occurrence of the exponential function 
is offered by the cooling of a body, e.g. a metal plate, which is immersed in 
a very large bath of given temperature. In considering this cooling we 
assume that the surrounding bath is so large that its temperature is un- 
affected by the cooling process. We further assume that at each instant 
all parts of the immersed body are at the same temperature, and that the 
rate at which the temperature changes is proportional to the difference 
between the temperature of the body and that of the surrounding 
medium (Newton’s law of cooling). 

If we denote the time by x and the temperature difference hy y = y{x), 
this law of cooling is expressed by the equation 

y' = 

where ib is a positive constant whose value depends on the body itself. 
From this instantaneous relationship, which expresses the effect of the 
cooling process at a given instant, we now wish to derive an “ integral 
law ” which will allow us to find the temperature at an arbitrary time x 
from the temperature at an initial time a; = 0, The theorem of No. 1 
(p. 178) immediately gives us this integral law in the form 

y = ce“^, 

where h is the above-mentioned constant depending on the body. This 
shows that the temperature decreases “ exponentially ” and tends to 
become equal to the external temperature. The rapidity with which this 
happens is expressed by the number k. As before, we find the meaning 
of the constant c by considering the instant x — 0; this gives us yo = 
so that our law of cooling can finally be written in the form 
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It is obvious that the same discussion will also apply to the heating 
of a body. The only difference is that the initial difference of temperature 
is in this case negative instead of positive. 

4. Variation of the Atmospheric Pressure with the Height above 
the Surface of the Earth. 

As a further example of the occurrence of the exponential formula we 
shall deduce the law according to which the atmospheric pressure varies 
with height. We here make use (1) of the physical fact that the atmospheric 
pressure is equal to the weight of the column of air verticalh" above a 
surface of area 1, and (2) of Boyle’s law, according to which the pressure 
of the air {p) at a given constant temperature is proportional to the density 
of the air (o). Boyle’s law, expressed in symbols, is jp = na, where a is a 
constant which depends on a specific physical property of the air and in 
addition is proportional to the absolute temperature — here we are not 
concerned with this, as we shall assume that the temperature is constant. 
Our problem is to determine ^ = f(h) as a function of the height (Ti) above 
the surface of the earth. 

If by _po denote the atmospheric pressure at the surface of the earth, 
i.e. the total weight of the air column supported by a unit area, and by 
a(X) the density of the air at the height X above the earth, the weight of the 

rh 

column up to the height h will be given by the integral / c(X)f/X. The 
pressure at height h will therefore be ^ 

P==/W = i?o~f 

Jo 

By differentiation this yields the following relation between the pressure 
P = f(h) and the density a(A): 

a(h) = —f'(h) = -p'. 

We now use Boyle’s law to eliminate the quantity o from this equation, 
thus obtaining an equation 

p'= — Ip 
a 

which involves the unknown pressure function only. Prom p. 178 it follows 
that 

p = jQi) = . 


If as above we denote the pressure at the earth’s surface, i.e. /(O), by pQ, 
it follows immediately that c = po> consequently 

P = m = Poe-^l‘-- 

Changing to logarithms, we obtain 

h = alog— . 

P 
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These two formulse find frequent application. For example, if the constant 
a is knoTO they enable us to find the height of a place from the barometric 
pressure, or to find the difference in height of two places by measuring the 
atmospheric pressure at each place. Again, if the atmospheric pressure 
and the height h are kno'mi we can determine the constant a, which is of 
great importance in gas theory. 

5. Advance of a Chemical Keaction, 

We now consider an example from chemistry, namely, the so-caUed 
unimolecular reaction. We suppose that a substance is dissolved in a rela- 
tively large amount of solvent, say a quantity of cane sugar in water. If a 
chemical reaction takes place, the chemical law of mass action in this 
simple case states that the rate of reaction is proportional to the quantity 
of reactmg substance present. If we suppose that the cane sugar is being 
transformed by catalytic action into invert sugar, and if by u{x) we denote 
the quantity of cane sugar which at time x is still unchanged, the velocity 
of reaction will be —duldx, and in accordance with the law of mass action 
an equation of the form 

du , 

= -~-]cu 

dx 

holds, where is a constant depending on the substance reacting. From 
this instantaneous law we immediately obtain, as on p. 178, an integral 
law, which gives us the amount of cane sugar as a function of the time: 

u(x) = ae“*®. 

This formula clearly shows us how the chemical reaction tends asymptoti- 
cally to its final state w = 0, that is, complete transformation of the re- 
actmg substance. The constant a is obviously the quantity present at 
time a; = 0. 

6. MaMng and Breaking an Electric Circuit. 

As a final example we consider the growth of a (direct) electric current 
when a circuit is completed (or its decay when the circuit is broken). If 
R is the resistance of the circuit and E the impressed electromotive force 
(voltage), the current I will gradually increase from its original value 0 
to the steady final value E/B. We have therefore to consider J as a func- 
tion of the time. The growth of the current depends on the self-induction 
of the circuit; the circuit has a characteristic constant L, the coefficient 
of self-induction, of such a nature that as the current increases an electro- 
motive force of magnitude Ldijdx, opposed to the external electromotive 
force Ey is developed. From Ohm’s law, according to which the product 
of the resistance and the current is at each instant equal to the actual 
efiective voltage, we obtain the relation 
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Here we put 

m 

K 

we immediately find that f{x) = — - f{x), so that by the theorem 

1j 

on p. 178 f(x) ~ Recalliug that /(O) = 0, we see that 

E 

f[0) = — and thus we obtain the expression 
Jl 

/ = /W + |=|(l-e-a</i) 

for the current as a function of the time. 

Prom this expression we see that when the circuit is closed the current 
tends asymptotically to its steady value E/E. 

Examples 

1. The function f(x) satisfies the equation 


(a) is differentiable, either /(cr) s 0 or elsef(x) = e^, 

(d)* If f(x) is continuous, either f(x) = 0 or else f(x) = e^, 

2. If a differentiable function f(x) satisfies the equation 
then f(x) = oc logx. 

3. A quantity of radium weighs 1 gm. at time t = 0. At time t = 10 
(years) it has diminished to *997 gm. After what time will it have diminished 
to *5 gm.? 

4. Solve the following differential equations: 

(а) y' = a(2/ — P). (c) y' - ccy 

(б) y' ccy— p. (d) y' — cxy ^ Pev^'. 

8. The Hyperbolic Functions 

1. Analytical Definition. 

In many applications the exponential function does not enter 
alone, but in combinations of the form 

or — 

2 2 

It is convenient to introduce these and similar combinations as 
special functions; we denote them as follows: 
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sinia; = 



cosh 05 : 


-j- e 


tanho; = 



cothcc = 


-j- e ^ 


and we call them the hyperbolic sine, hyperbolic cosine, hyper- 
bolic tangent, and hyperbolic cotan- 
gent respectively. The functions 
sinho?, cosho5j and tanho? are de- 
fined for all values of x, while in 
the case of cotha? the point a? == 0 
must be excluded. This notation 
is designed to express a certain 
analogy with the trigonometric 
functions; it is this analogy, which 
-we are about to study in detail, 
that justifies special consideration 
of our new functions. In figs. 17, 
18, and 19 the graphs of the hy- 
perbolic functions are shown; the 
dotted lines in fig. 17 are the 
graphs of 2 / = and y = ^e'^, 
from which the graphs of sinha; and cosh a; may easily be 
constructed. 




We see that cosh a; is an even function, i.e. a function which 
remains unchanged when x is replaced by —x, while sinhx is an 
odd function, i.e. a function that changes sign when x is replaced 
by —X. (Cf. p. 20.) 




is, by its definition, positive for all values of x. It has its least 
value when a; = 0; coshO = 1. 

Between cosh a; and smhx there exists the fundamental re- 
lation 

cosh^a; — sinh^a; = 1, 

which follows immediately 
from the definitions of these 
functions. If we now denote 
the independent variable by ^ 
instead of a? and write 

X — coshi, ^ = sinhi, 
we have 

2/2=1; 

that is, the point with the co- 
ordinates X = cosh^, y == sinhi 
moves along the rectangular 
hyperbola — j/^ = 1 as t 
runs through the whole scale 
of values from — oo to +oo. 

According to the defining equation, a; ^ 1, and we may easily con- 
vince ourselves that y runs through the whole scale of values — co 
to -f CO as ^ does; for if t tends to infinity so does e\ while tends 
to zero. We may therefore state more exactly that as t runs from 
— 00 to -f 00 j the equations x — cosh^, y = sinh^ give us one 
branch, namely, the right-hand one, of the rectangular hirperbola. 



2. Addition Theorems and Formnlse for Differentiation. 

From the definitions of our functions there follow the formula, 
known as addition theorems: 

cosh (a -f 6) = cosh a cosh 6 + sinha sinh6, 

8inh(a + 6) = sinha cosh6 + cosha sinh&. 



o 
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and in these equations put 

= cosha -f- sinha, e““ = eosha — sinha, 
e" = cosIi& + sinh6, e”® = cosh 6 — sinh6. 

The analogy between these formulse and the corresponding 
trigonometrical formulse is clear. The only difierence in the 
addition theorems is one sign in the first formula. 

A corresponding analogy holds for the differentiation for- 
mula. Eemembering that d{e^)ldx = e®, we readily find that * 

cosho; = sinha:, sinha; = cosha;, 
dx dx 

^ta.nhx= — -^cothx=— ^ 
ax cosh^a: dx 

3. The Inverse Hyperbolic Functions. 

To the hyperbolic functions a: = cosht, |/=sinht, there 
correspond inverse functions, which we denote f by 

t — &i cosha;, t= ax sinhy. 

Since the function sinht is monotonio increasing throughout the 
interval — oo < t < -}- oo , its inverse function is uniquely de- 
termined for all values of y; on the other hand, we learn from a 
glance at the graph (cf. fig. 17, p. 184) that t— ax cosha; is not 
umquely determined, but has an ambiguity of sig n , for to a 
given value of a; corresponds not only the number t hut also 
the number — Since coshf ^ 1 for all values of t, its inverse 
ar cosiia; is defined only for x^\. 

We can express these inverse functions very easily in terms 
of the logarithm, by regarding the quantity e* = m in the de- 
finitions 



as unknown and solving these (quadratic) equations for u. Then 

. U—X + - 

since u = e* can have only positive values the square root in 
cosecL coaTenieat to introduce the functions sech» = l/cosha;, 

t The notation coah-ia:, &c., is also used; of. footnote, p. 148. 
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tlie second equation must be taken with the positive sign, while 
in the first either sign is possible. In the logarithmic form, 

t = log {x + V(^^ — 1)) = ar coshic, 
t = log {y + ^/{y^+ 1)) = ar sinhj/. 

In the case of ar cosh a; the variable x is restricted to the interval 
ic ^ 1, while ar Binhy is defined for all values of y. 

The formula gives us two values, log{a;-f 1)} 

\og{x— — 1)], for ar cosher, corresponding to the two 
branches of ar cosher. Since 


{x + ^/{x^— 1 )} {x — ^{x^ ~ 1 )} = 1 

the sum of these two values of ar cosh a; is zero, which agrees 
with a remark made above. 

The inverses of the h 3 q)erboKc tangent and hyperbolic co« 
tangent can be defined analogously, and can also be expressed 
in terms of logarithms. These functions we denote by ar tanha: 
and arcothx; and, expressing the independent variable every- 
where by a;, we readily obtain 

1 1 + cc 

ar tanha; = -■ log — U- in the interval —1 < a; < 1, 

2 1 — a; 


ar cotha; 


1 

2 


log 


X -(- 1 
X — 1 


in the intervals x < —1, x > 1. 


The difierentiation of these inverse functions may be carried 
out by the reader himself; here he may make use of either the 
rule for differentiating an inverse function or the chain rule in 
conjunction with the above expressions for the inverse functions 
in terms of logarithms. If x is the independent variable, the 
results are 


~ ar coshx = + 
dx 


'\/{x^ — 1)’ dx 


1 


— ar cothx = - — ^ 

dx dx 1 — i 

The last two formulse do not contradict each other, since the 
first holds only for — 1 < x < 1 and the second only for x < — 1 

d 

and 1 The two values of ate cosha;, expressed by the 

dx 
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sign + in the first formula, correspond to the two different 
branches of the curve 2/ = ar cosh a? = log (a: ±^/{x^ — I)}. 

4. Further Analogies. 

In the above representation of the rectangular hyperbola by the quan- 
tity t we did not attempt to bring out any geometrical meaning of the 
parameter” Htself. We shall now return to this matter, thus gaining still 
more insight into the analogy between the trigonometric functions and the 
hj^erbolic functions. If we represent the circle with equation y- ~ 1 
by means of a parameter t in the form x = cos^, y ~ sint, we can interpret 
the quantity t as an angle or as a length of arc measured along the cir- 
cumference; we may, however, also regard t as twice the area of the cir- 
cular sector corresponding to that angle, the area being reckoned positive 
or negative according as the angle is positive or negative. 



Fig. 20. — ^Parametric representation 
of the hyperbola 



Fig. 21. — To illustrate the hyperbolic 
functions 


We now make the analogous statement that for the h 3 rperboliG func- 
tions the quantity t is twice the area of the hyperbolic sector* shown 
shaded in fig. 20. The proof is obtained without difficulty ff we refer the 
hyperbola to its asymptotes as axes by means of the transformation 
of co-ordinates 

y=v'2§, x-\-y= V2ri, 
or 

with these new co-ordinates the equation of the hyperbola is = J. 
We thus see immediately that the area in question is equal to the area 
of the figure ABQP; for the two right-angled triangles OPQ and GAB 

*Just as the notation arc cos a? recalls that t is an arc of a circle of 
reference, so f = arcc^ha; recafis that i is a certain area connected with a 
rectangular hyperbola. 
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have the same area, according to the equation of the hyperbola, 
two points A and P obviously have the co-ordinates 


5 = 


1 

V2’ 



and 



73 = 


V2 


The 


respectively, and for double the area of our figure we thus obtain 

2 / ( 1 / 2 '/ 3 ) = log(a; + ?/) = log { a; V(a :2 ~ 1 )}. 

^11 \/ 2 

Comparison of this expression with the formula of p. 187 for the inverse 
function t= ar cosha; shows us that our statement about the quantitv t 
is true. 

In conclusion, it may be pointed out that, as shown in fig. 21 , the 
hyperbolic functions can be diagrammatically represented on the hyper- 
bola, just as the trigonometric functions can be represented on the circle.* 


Examples 

1 . Prove the formula 

sinha -f sinhS = 2 si ) coshf^LI 

2 / \ 2 

Obtain similar formulae for sinha — sinh&, coshtj -f cosh&, cosh^ — cosh 5 

2. Express tanh(a i b) in terms of tanha and tanhh 
Express coth(fl^ ± 2>) in terms of cotha and cothh 
Express sinh Ja and coshja in terms of cosh a. 

3. Differentiate 

(a) eoshic 4 - sinha:; (&) ( 0 ) logsinhfa: -f cosh®a:); 

25/ 

(d) ar cosh a; + ar sinh x; (e) ar sinh (a cosh x); ( f ) ar tanh -7^ — . 

4 . Calculate the area bounded by the catenary y == cosh a;, the ordinates 
cc = a and x= h, and the a;-axis. 


9. The Oeder op Magnitude of Functions 

The various functions that we have met in this chapter 
exhibit very important difierences as regards their behaviour 
for large values of the argument or, as we also say, in the order 

* The numerical values of the hyperbolic functions, which are useful in a 
variety of calculations, are to he found in many tables. We may mention the 
following: J, B. Dale, Piw-figure Tables of Mathematical Functions (Arnold, 
1918); K. Hayashi, Fllnfstellige Tafeln der Kreis^ und HyperbelfunktiGnen 
(Berlin, 1930); E. Jahnke and F. Emde, Funktionentafeln mit Formeln mid 
Kurven (German and English, Leipzig, 1933). 
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of magnitude of their increase. On account of the great importance 
of this we shall here discuss the matter briefly, even although it 
is not directly connected with the idea of the integral or of the 
derivative. 


1. The Concept of Order of Magnitude. The Simplest Cases. 


If the variable x increases beyond all bounds, then when 
a > 0 the functions a;*, log a;, 6®, will also increase beyond 
all bounds. As regards the manner of this increase, however, 
we can imm ediately point out an essential difference between 
them. For example, the function a? will become infinite to a 
higher order than we mean thereby that as x increases the 
quotient o?jx^ itself increases beyond all bounds. Similarly, we 
shall say that the function af becomes infinite to a higher order 
than a:-® if a > ^3 > 0, and so on. 

Quite generally, we shall say of two functions f{x) and g{x) 
whose absolute values increase with x beyond all bounds that 
f{x) becomes infinite of a higher order than g{x), if as x increases 
I f( x) 

the quotient ^ ^ ^ increases beyond all bounds; we shall say 


that f{x) becomes infinite of a lower order than g(x) if the 

I fi^) I 


quotient 


! 9i^)\ 


tends to zero as x increases; and we shall 


say that the two functions become infinite of the same order of 

fix) 

magnitude if as a; increases the quotient dAJ possesses a limit 


different from 0 or at least remains between two fix:ed positive 
bounds. For example, the function aa? + + c =f{x), where 

a 4= 0, wiU be of the same order of magnitude as the function 


for the quotient ^ has the 

limit \ a \. On the other hand, the function a? xfi-1 becomes 
infinite of a higher order of magnitude than the function 
+ L 

A sum of two functions /(a?) and fiix), where /(a;) is of higher 
order of magnitude than ^{x\ has the same order of magnitude 

as f{x\ For | == 1 1 -p and by hypothesis 

this expression tends to 1 as a? increases. 
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We might be tempted to measure the order of magnitude of 
functions by a scale, assigning to the quantity x the order of 
magnitude 1 and to the power (a > 0) the order of magnitude 
a. A polynomial of the n-th degree then obviously has the 
order' of magnitude n\ a rational function, the degree of whose 
numerator is higher by h than that of the denominator, has 
the order of magnitude h 

2. The Order of Magnitude of the Exponential Function and of 
the Logarithm. 

It turns out, however, that any attempt to fix the order of 
magnitude of arbitrary functions by the above scale must end in 
failure. For there are functions that become infinite of higher order 
than the power of jr, no matter how large a is chosen; again, 
there are functions which become infinite of lower order than the 
power no matter how small the positive number a is chosen. 
These functions therefore will not fit in anywhere in our scale. 

Without entering into a detailed theory of the order of magni- 
tude we shall prove the following theorem: 

If a is an arbitrary number greater than 1 , then the quotient 

— tends to infinity as x increases. 

X 

To prove this we construct the function 
a^ 

(j) (ic) = log — = a? logu — logo;; 

X 


it is obviously sufficient to show that this increases beyond aU 
bounds if x tends to +00. For this purpose we consider the 
derivative ^ 

' ^'(x) == loga — - 

X 


and notice that for x ^ c = ; 


this is not less than the 


positive number - log a. Hence it follows that for x ^ c 
j){x) — <j} (c) =J <j> [t)dt ^ jf ^ logo di'^\[x — c) log a, 


(f>{x)'^(j> (c) + f (iz? — e) log a, 
and the right-hand side becomes infinite as x increases. 



£92 DIFFERENTIATION AND INTEGRATION [Chap. 

We stall give a second proof of tHs important theorem. 
If we write y a = 6 = 1 + h l^ave 6 > 1 and A > 0. 
Let n be the integer such that n^x we may take 

X > 1, so that n'^l. Applying the lemma of p. 31, we have 

^ ^ A^. 

\x / \/x 's/x '\/(?^+l) y'(rf4-l) ^"2^ 

so that 


and therefore tends to infinity with x. 

From the fact just proved many others follow. For 
example, for every positive index a and every number a j> 1 
the quotient a^jof tends to infinity as x increases; that is: 

The exponential function becomes infinite of a higher order of 
magnitude than any power of x. 

In order to see this, we need only show that the a-th root of 
the expression, that is, 

/ x\ 

X a xja a y 

tends to infinity. This, however, follows immediately from the 
preceding theorem, when x is replaced by y = xja. 

We can prove the following theorem in a similar fashion. 
For every positive value of a the quotient (loga;)/a;°' tends to 
zero when x tends to infinity; that is: 

The logarithm becomes infinite of a lower order of magnitude 
than any arbitrarily small positive power of x. 

The proof follows immediately if we put logx = y, by which* 
our quotient is transformed into yje^-^. We then put e® == a; 
then a is a number > 1, and our quotient yja^ approaches 
0 as ^ increases. Since y approaches infinity as x does our theorem 
is proved.^ 

* Another very simple proof may be suggested: for a; > 1 and e > 0 


if we choose € smaHer than a and divide both members of this inequality by ic®, 
then as a: — > 00 it follows that (logo;) jxP- 0 
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With these results as a basis we can construct functions of 
an order of magnitude far higher than that of the exponential 
function and other functions of an order of magnitude far lower 
than that of the logarithm. For example, the function e®"' is of 
a higher order than the exponential function, and the function 
log logic of a lower order than the logarithm; and we can obvi- 
ously repeat these iteration processes as often as we like, piling 
up the symbols e or log to any extent we please. 


3. General Remarks. 


These considerations show that it is not possible by systematic 
reasoning to assign to all functions definite numbers as orders 
of magnitude in such a way that when two functions are com- 
pared the function of the higher order of magnitude has the 
higher number. If, for example, the function x is of the order 
of magnitude 1 and the function of the order of magnitude 
1 + €, then the function x logx must be of an order of magnitude 
that is greater than 1 and less than 1 + € no matter how small 
€ is chosen. But there is no such number. Apart from this, 
however, it is easy to see that functions need not possess a clearly 
defined order of magnitude. For example, the function 

^ approaches no definite limits as x increase; on 

the contrary, for x== nrr (where n is an integer) the value is 


— , while for x — 

UTT 


(n + l^n it is 



Although the numerator and denominator both become infinite, 
the quotient neither remains between positive bounds, nor tends 
to zero, nor tends to infinity. The numerator, therefore, is neither 
of the same order as the denominator, nor of lower order, nor of 
higher order. This apparently startling situation merely means 
that our definitions are not designed in such a way that we 
can compare any pair of functions. This is not a defect; we 
have no desire to compare the orders of such functions as 
the numerator and denominator above, since knowledge of the 
value of one of them gives us no useful information about 
the other. 


(E7d8) 


14 
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4. The Order of Magnitude of a Function in the Neighbourhood 
of an Arbitrary Point. 

Just as we can inquire into the behaviour of a function when 
% increases without limit, we may also ask ourselves whether 
and how functions that become infinite at the point a? = | may 
be distinguished as regards their behaviour at that point. We 

farther state that the function f(x) == becomes infinite 

of the first order at the point x= and correspondingly that the 

function ; becomes infinite of the order a, provided that 

\x-^Y 

a is positive. 

We then recognize that the function becomes infinite 

of higher order, and the function log \x — 1 1 infinite of lower 
order, than all these powers; i.e. that the limiting relations 

lim([a;— oo and lim(|cc— . log| cr— ^ | ) = 0 


hold. 

In order to see this we merely put 


= y; our state- 


ments then reduce to the known theorem on p. 192, since 

I a? — and | ~ ll"" . log| cc — 1 1 = — ( 

and y increases beyond all bounds as x tends to The method 
of reducing the behaviour at a finite point to the behaviour at 

infinity by the substitution - — = y frequently proves useful. 

5. The Order of Magnitude of a Function tending to Zero. 

Just as we seek to describe the approach of a function to 
infinity more definitely by means of the concept of order of 
magnitude, we may also specify the way in wMch a function 
approaches zero. We say that as the quantity Ijx 

vanishes to the first order, the quantity where a is positive, 
to the order a. We find once again that the function 1/logx 
vanishes to a lower order than an arbitrary fower x“% that is, for 
every positive a the relation 

. logo?) = 0 


holds. 
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In the same way we say that for x = ^ the quantity x — |* 
vanishes to the first order, the quantity | a; — | j“- to the order a. 
With the above results it is easy to prove the relations 

limj I a? 1^ . log I a; I )= 0, lim( | x = 0 

which are usually expressed as follows: 

The function - — - — vanishes as x-^0 to a lower order than 
log I X I 

any fower of x; the exponential function vanishes to a higher 

order than any power of x. 


Examples 

1. Compare the following functions with powers of x as regards their 
order of magnitude as a; cx): 

(а) — 1 . 

(б) (loga)^. 

(c) sin a;. 

(d) sinho;. 

(e) sin a; . arc tanic* 

2. Compare the functions of Ex. 1 with (loga;)'^. 

3. Compare the functions of Ex. 1 with powers of a; as a; 0. 

4. Does the l im it Hm exist? 

5. What are the limits, as a; -> c», of and 

6. Let /(a;) be a continuous function vanishing, together vith its first 
derivative, for a; = 0, Show that f(x) vanishes to a higher order than x 
as a; — ^ 0. 

7. Show that f{x) = when 6o 

qX , , . . . , 

of the same order of magnitude as x^'^, when a; co. 

8. * Prove that e® is not a rational function. 

9. * Prove that e® cannot satisfy an algebraic equation with poly- 
nomials in ^ as coefficients. 


' x^l^siax 4 - 

(g) 

(h) x^ 1. 

U) log (a; log a:). 
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Appendix to Chapter III 

1. Some Special Functions 

From time to time we have made it clear by examples that the 
general concept of function contains many possibilities foreign 
to naive intuition. As a rule these examples were not giveiv in 
terms of single analytical expressions. Here, therefore, we wish 
to show that it is possible to represent various typiical discon- 
tinuities and abnormal phenomena by means of very simple 
expressions built up from the elementary functions. We begin, 
however, with an example in which no discontinuity is present. 

1 . The Function y = 

This function (cf. fig. 22), wMch is defined in the first instance only for 
values of x other than zero, obviously has the limit zero as a: 0. For by 
the transformation ^ our function becomes y = e“^ and lim = 0. 

. ^ ^ ^ 

Hence in order to extend our function so that it is continuous for a? = 0 


01 

Fig. 23 

we define the value of the function at the point a; = 0 by the equation 

t/{0) = 0. 

By the chain rule the derivative of our function for a;={= 0 is 2 /'= — 

a® 

If X tends to 0, this derivative will also have the limit 0, as we find imme- 
diately from p. 194 et seq. At the point a; = 0 itself the derivative 

— lim 

>0 h A-~>o h 

is also zero. 

If we form the higher derivatives for a; 4 = 0, we shall obviously always 
obtain the product of the function and a polynomial in l/x, and the 
pas^ge to the limit a; ^ 0 will always yield the limit 0. All the higher 
derivative will likewise vanish, like y', at the point a; = 0. 
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Thus we see that our function is continuous everywhere and differen- 
tiable as many times as we please, and yet at the point a; = 0 it vanishes 
with all its derivatives. We shall later realize (Chap. VI, Appendix, p. 336) 
how remarkable this behaviour really is. 


2. The Function^ = 

We may readily convince ourselves that for positive values of x this 
function behaves in the same way as the function just dealt with; if x 
tends to 0 through positive values the function tends to 0, and the same 
is true of all its derivatives. If we define the value of the function at 



a; = 0 as y(0) = 0, all the right-hand derivatives at the point x = 0 will 
have the value 0. It is quite another matter when x tends to 0 through 
negative values; for then the function and all its derivatives become 
infinite, and left-hand derivatives at the point jr = 0 do not exist. At the 
point a; = 0, therefore, the function has a remarkable sort of discontinuity, 
quite unlike the infinite discontinuities of rational functions considered 
on pp. 22, 53 (cf. fig. 23). 

3. The Function y = tanh 

We have already seen on pp. 33, 52 that functions with “ jump dis- 
continuities can he obtained from simple functions by a passage to the 
limit. The exponential function defined on p. 171 and the principle of 
compounding of functions give us another method for constructing functions 
with such dkcontinuities from elementary functions, without any further 
limiting process. An example of this is the function 

, , 1 

y = tanh - = -.rj— 

and its behaviour at the point a; = 0. The function is in the first instance 
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not defined at this point. If we approach the point x^O through posi- 
tive values of x, we obviously obtain the limit 1; if , on the other hand, we 
approach the point x—0 through negative values, we obtain the limit — 1. 

The point a; ==: 0 is therefore a 
point of discontinuity; as x 
increases through 0 the value 
of the function jumps by 2 (cf. 
fig. 24). On the other, hand, the 
derivative 

cosh2(l/a;) 


0 




approaches the limit 0 from both sides, as follows readily from* § 9, 
p. 194. 

4. The Function y = x tanh 

a: 

In the case of the function 


the above discontinuity is removed by the factor x. This function has 
the limit 0 as a; ^ 0 from either side, so that we can again appropriately 



define ^(0) as equal to 0. Our function is then continuous at ic = 0, but 
its first derivative 


y' = tanh- — 

X 


1 1 
X cosh2(l/a;) 


* Another example of the occurrence of a “ jump ” discontinuity is given 
by the function ^ arc tan- as a: 0. 

X 



SOME SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 


199 


III] 

has jtist the same kind of discontinuity as the preceding example. The 
graph of the function is a curve with a comer (cf. fig. 25); at the point 
a; = 0 the function has no actual derivative, but a right-hand derivative 
with the value -rl s-U-d a left-hand derivative with the value — 1. 

5. The Function y x sin j;(0) = 0. 

We have already seen that this function is not composed of a finite 
number of monotonic pieces — as we may say, it is not “ sectionaliy * 
monotonio ” — but that it is nevertheless continuous (p. 54). Its isst 
derivative 

y' = sin- — - cos-, (x 0) 

XXX 

on the contrary, has a discontinuity at a; = 0; for as x tends to 0 this deri- 
vative oscillates contiiMially between bounding curves, one positive and one 
negative, which themselves tend to -f co and —00 respectively. At the 

actual point a: = 0 the difference quotient is ^ s sin-; since 

fi h 

as -> 0 this swings backwards and forwards between 1 and — 1 an 
infinite number of times, the function possesses neither a right-! 
derivative nor a left-hand derivative. 

2. Eemarks on the Differentiability of 
Functions 

The derivative of a function which is continuous and has a 
derivative at every point need not be continuous. 

As the simplest example of this we consider the function 

y = /(a;) = x^ sin -. 

This function is in the first instance not defined at a; = 0; we shall define 
/(O), its value there, as 0, so that the function is now defined and con- 
tinuous everywhere. For all values of x different from zero the derivative 
is given by the expression 

fUx) = — cosi . i 2a; sin- = — cos - -f 2a; sini 

X x^ X X X 

When X tends to 0, f'{x) has no limit. If, on the other hand, we form the 
difference quotient ^ sin-, we see at once that 

thifl tends to 0 as A does. The derivative therefore exists for a; = 0, and 


* Ger. stUckweise; cf. p. 438, footnote. 
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has the value 0. In order to grasp intuitively the reason for this para- 
doxical behaviour we represent the function graphically (of. hg. 26), It 
swings backwards and forwards between the curves and «/ = — 

which it touches alternately. Thus the ratio of the heights of the wave- 
crests of our curve and their distances from the origin steaddy becomes 
smaller. Yet these waves do not become flatter; for their slope is given 

bv the derivative j'(x) = 2rsin-— cos-; at the points x= — where 

" X X ztitt: 

cosi = : 1 this is equal to —1, and at the points x^ where 

re (2n -f- 

cos- = — 1 it is equal to -{-1. 

X 



In contrast to the possibility illustrated here, that a deri- 
vative may exist everywhere and yet not be continuous, we 
state the following simple theorem, which throws light on a 
whole series of earlier examples and discussions: if we Imow 
that in a neighbourhood of a point x a the function f{x) is 
continuous and has a derivative /'(a;) everywhere, except that 
we do not know whether /'(a) exists, and if in addition the equa- 
tion lim /'(a:) = h holds, then the derivative f{x) exists at the 

X — > a 

point a also, and /'(a) = 6, The proof follows immediately from 
the mean value theorem. For we have 

where | is a value intermediate between a and a + A. 1th now 
tends to 0, by hypothesis f'{i) tends to &, and our statement 
follows at once. 

A companion theorem to this is the following, which may 
be proved in a similar way: if the function f{x) is continuous 
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in and for a <x<b possesses a derivative wiich 

increases beyond all bounds as x tends to a, then tbe rigkt-iiand 

diSerence quotient ^ also increases beyond ail 

bounds as h tends to 0, so that no finite right-hand derivative 
exists at a; = «. The geometrical meaning of this state of affairs 
is that at the point with the (finite) co-ordinates (a, /(a)) the 
curve has a vertical tangent, 

3. Some Special Fobmul-® 

1. Proof of the Binomial Theorem. 

Our rules for differentiation enable us to give a simple proof 
of the binomial theorem; this proof will be introduced here as 
an example of the method of undetermined coefficients which we 
shall find important later. We wish to expand the quantity 
(1 -f x)”’ in powers of x for all positive integral values of n. We 
see at once that the function (1 + x)^ must be a polynomial of 
degree n, i.e. it must be of the form 

(1 + x)^ =aQ + aiX + a^x^+ ... + 

and the problem now is to determine the coefficients If we 
pnt X ==0, we at once obtain ao = 1. If we differentiate both 
sides of the equation once, twice, three times, &c., we obtain 
the equations 

n(l + -f . . . + 

nin — 1 ) (1 + = 2^2 + 3 . 2a^ + ... + n{n— 


Since these equations hold for ah values of cr, we can put a? = 0 
in each of them and thus obtain for the coefficients « 2 > • • • 
expressions 




= n. do 


1) _ n{n —l){n — 2) 


1.2 


1.2.3 


n(n—l){n — 2)...{n—k+l)_/n\ 

M W 


We thus finally obtain the binomial theorem in the form 

(1 + a;)” =1 + «ai+ ( 2 )*^+ •••+ • • • + *"• 
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2. Sneeessive Differentiation. Leibnitz’s Rule. 


In connexion with the above we leave the reader to prove 
as an exercise that the successive differentiation of a product 
be performed according to the following rule {Leibnitz^s rule): 


^(f„\ =^a4- I 

(Zx" ^ \1/ dx 


d?g 

\2 / dx^ 


+ 


/ n \ df d^'-^g . 

— ij dx dx‘^~^ dx^ 


The repeated differentiation of a compound function y = /{<jS( 2 ;)}, 
however, follows no such easUj remembered law. From the rules 
for differentiation in last chapter (the product rule and the chain 
rule) we have 

^ ^ ^ = f'ci' 
dx d<f> dx ’ 

dx^ 


3. Further Examples of the Use of the Chain Rule. The Dif- 
ferentiation of The Generalized Mean Value 

Theorem. 

To form the derivative of the function a;® we write 
whence we obtain 

j 

_ X® = aj®(loga; + 1) 
dx 

hj the chain rule. Similarly, we can carry out the differentiation 
of the more general expression by means 

of the cham rule, in the following way: 

=f{x)f^-Kf'ix){logf{x) + 1 }. 

As a further application of the chain rule we here give a proof 
of the theorem which we have already called the generalized 
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mean value theorem of tie differential calculus (p. 135), tie 
theorem being established here under less stringent conditions. 
Let G{x) = w be a function which in the closed interval 
is continuous and monotonic, and which in the open interval 
a <x<b has a derivative which is nowhere equal to 0, and let 
F{x) be a function which is also continuous ioi a -^x-^b and 
differentiable for a <.x <.h. By means of the inverse function 
x = ^{u) of G{x) we introduce the new independent variable 
u instead of cc in F{x), thus obtaining the compoimd function 
f{u) = F{^{u)y, according to the chain rule, 

f'iu) =F'{xW{u) =1^^. 

The ordinary mean value theorem, applied to the function f{u) 
and to the interval between % == Q{a) and = G{h), shows 
us that for an intermediate value o) 

/W-/K) — fv...-, or 

G{b)-G{a) G'ii)’ 
where ^ is a value intermediate between a and 6, 

Examples 

L Find the second derivative of f[g{h{x)}], 

2. Differentiate the following functions: 

(a) (6) (cosa;)*^^^. 

(c) log^(*) u{x), (that is, the logarithm of u{x) to the base v(x); v(x) > 0). 

3. Prove Leibnitz’s rule. 

4. Find the n-th. derivative of; 

(a) {d) QO^mx^mkx, 

(b) {logxf. (e) e® cos 2a:. 

(c) sin a; sin 2a:. (/)(! + 

5. * Find the 7 i-th derivative of arc sin a: at a: = 0, and then that of 

(arc sma;)^ at a: = 0. 

6. Prove that S k{Jc — 1) = n{n — - 1)2”“®. 



CHAPTER IV 


Further Development of the Integral 
Calculus 

The rales for differentiation which we formulated in the pre- 
ceding chapter have given ns extensive powers over the problem 
of differentiating given functions. Almost always, however, the 
inverse problem of integration greatly exceeds it in importance. 
Hence we must now study the art of integrating given functions. 

The results attained by means of our differentiation formulae 
may be summed up as follows: 

Every function which is formed from the elementary functions 
by means of a “ closed expression ” * can he differentiated, and its 
derivative is also a closed expression formed from the elementary 
functions. 

On the other hand, we have not met with any exactly corre- 
sponding fact applying to the integration of elementary functions. 
We do know that every elementary function, and, in fact, every 
continuous function, can be integrated, and we have integrated 
a large number of elementary functions either directly or by 
inversion of differentiation formulae and have found their in- 
tegrals to be expressions involving elementary functions only. 
But we are still far from being able to find a general solution of 
the following problem: given a function f{x) which is expressed 
in terms of the elementary functions by any closed expression, 

to find an expression for its indefinite integral, F{x) = Jf{x) dx, 

which is itself a closed expression in terms of the elementary 
functions, 

* By tiiis we mean a function which, can he hnilt Tip from the elementary 
ftmctions by repeated application of the rational operations and the processes 
of compounding and inversion. 

In this connexion it should, however, be emphasized that the distinction 
between “ elementary ” ftmctions and others is in itself quite arbitrary." 
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[Chap. IV] ELEMENTARY INTEGRALS 

Thio fact is tliat this problem is in general insoluble; it is by 
no means true that every elementary function has an integral 
which itself is an elementary function. In spite of this, it is 
extremely important that we should be able actually to carry 
out such integrations when they are possible, and that we should 
acquire a certain amount of technical skill in the integration of 
given functions. 

The first part of this chapter wEl be devoted to the develop- 
ment of devices useful for this purpose. In this connexion we 
would expressly warn the beginner against merely memorizing 
the many formulae obtained by using these technical de^'ices. 
The student should instead direct his efiorts towards gaming a 
clear understanding of the methods of integration and learning 
how to apply them. Moreover, he should remember that even 
when integration by these devices is impossible the integral 
does exist (at least for all continuous functions), and can actually 
be calculated to as high a degree of accuracy as is desired by 
means of numerical methods which will be developed later 
(Chap. VII, p. 342). 

In the latter part of the chapter we shall endeavour to deepen 
and extend our conceptions of integration and integral, quite 
apart from the problem of the technique of integration. 


1. Elementary Integrals 


Eirst of all we repeat that to each of the differentiation 
formulae proved earlier there corresponds an equivalent integra- 
tion formula. Since these elementary integrals are used time and 
again as materials for the art of integration, we collect them in 
a table (p. 206). The right-hand column contains a number of 
elementary functions, the left-hand column the corresponding 
derivatives. If we read the table from left to right we obtain 
in the right-hand column an indefinite integral of the function 
in the left-hand column. 

We would also remind the reader of the fundamental theorems 
of the differential and integral calculus, proved in Chap. 11, 
§ 4 (p. 117), in particular, of the fact that the definite integral 
is obtained from the indefinite integral F{x) by the formula 


f" fix)dx = Fix) 


= Fib) - Fia). 
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F'ix) ==f{x) 


1. (a=F -1). 



I 3. c®. 

I 4. (a #= 1). 

0 . sinx, 

\ 6. cos X. 


F{x) = lf{x)dx . 

b’ 

(Z 1 
log I a; |. 

e® 

log a 
— cos a;, 
sin a:. 


i 


. ( ~ cosec^ x). 


o. — 

eos^a; 
9, sinha;. 
10. cosh a: 


(= sec® a;). 


I 

i 


11 . 

12 . 


1 

smh®a; 

1 

cosh® a; 




cosech®a;). 

sech®a;). 




( I a; I < 1). 



— cot a?. 

tana;. 

cosh a;, 
sinha;. 

— cotha?. 

tanha;. 

f arc sin a;. 

1 — arc cos a;, 
f arc tana;. 

I — arc cot a;. 


15. 

16. 


1 

^ V(a:® — 1) 


(\x\> 1). 


1 - a;® 


I a; 1 < 1. 
hi >1 


ar sinha; = log {a? -j- V(1 -j- a;®) }. 

ar cosha; = log {a; ^ V(a;® — 1) }. 

j -I 1,1 -j- X 
ar tanha; = - log — ! — . 

2 1 — a; 

ar cotha; = - log ^— 

2 ®a;-l 
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Finally, for the technique of integration the reader should 
have the elementary rules of integration collected in Chap. II, 
§ 1 (PP- 81-82) at Ms finger-tips. 

In the following sections we shall attempt to reduce the 
calculation of integrals of given functions in some way or other 
to the elementary integrals collected in tMs table. Apart- from 
deduces wMch the beginner certainly could not acquire syste- 
matically, but wMch, on the contrary, occur only to those vith 
long experience, this reduction is based essentially on two useful 
methods. Each of these methods enables us to transform a given 
integral in many ways; the object of such transformations is to 
reduce the given integral, in one step or in a sequence of steps, 
to one or more of the elementary integration formulae given 
above. 


2. The Method op Substitution 

The first of these useful methods for attacking integration 
problems is the introduction of a new variable (i.e. the method 
of substitution or transformation). The corresponding integral 
formula is just the chain rule of the difierential calculus expressed 
in the integral form. 

1. The Substitution Formula. 

We suppose that a new variable u is introduced into a func- 
tion F{x) by means of the equation x = (^(w), so that F{x) 
becomes a function of u: 


By the chain rule of the differential calculus 
dG dF ,f. . 

If we now write 

r(x)=f{x) and <?'(«) = ■ 

or the equivalent expressions 

F{x) = J f{x)dx and G{u)= Jg(u)du, 
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thea oa tlie one hand tte chain rale takes the form 

and on the other hand G{u) = F(x) by definition, that is, 

and we obtain the integral formula equivalent to the chain rule, 

//(■^(w)) = j f(x)dx, {x = 

This is the basic formula for the substitution of a new variable in an 
integraL It means that if we wish to find an indefinite integral of 
a function of u, which is given in the special form/(^(tt))</>'(w), 
then we can instead find the indefinite integral of the function 
f{x) as a function of x and after integration return to the variable 
u by putting x = ^{u). ,,, 

If, for example, we apply the formula to the integrand 
we obtain 

or, replacing u by x, 

If in this important formula we substitute particular functions, such as 
tp (fc) = log a; or 9 (a:) = sin a; or 9 {x) = cos x, then we obtain * 

f - = log 1 log a:], 

J X log X 

cot xdx = log 1 sin a; |, f tan xdx — — log | cos x [ . 




A further example is 

J a(u)(p'(u)du= J la:3= l[<p(M)p, 


where f(x) — x. This yields for 9 {u) = log u 

* These and the following formnlas are verified by showing that differentia- 
tion of the result gives us back the integrand. The formulae, moreover, are 
of course only averted as true in so far as the expressions occurring in them 
have a meaning. 
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We finally consider the example 


/ 


sin” u cos udu. 


Here a; = sin = 9 (u), and hence 

f sin” u cos udu = f x^dx = 

J J n 1 n 1 ‘ 

In many cases, However, we shall use the above formula in 
the reverse, direction, starting with the right-hand side, the 

integral J f{x)dx. We now have to evaluate or simplify a pre- 
scribed indefinite integral F{x) = J f{x)dx by uitroducing the 

new variable of integration u by means of the transformation 
formula x = (l>{u), then working out the indefinite integral 

= f n4>{u))cj>'{u)du. 


and finally replacing the variable u in this integral by x. In 
order to carry out this last step we must be certain that a definite 
value u does actually correspond to the value x, i.e. that the 
function x = <^(w) has an inverse. Accordingly we now make 
the following assumption, in which we regard x as the primary 
variable. In the interval under consideration u = \(j{x) .is a mono- 
tonic differentiable function whose derivative does not 

vanish anywhere in the interval. The inverse function — which 
under these conditions is definite and single-valued — we denote 
by a; = (l>{u); its derivative is then given by (j)\u) = llip'{x). As 
the basic formula for the substitution of a new variable u in an 
integral, we obtain 

j f(x) dx== Jfi4> {u)) (/>' (u) du (u=iIj (x)) . 


The indefinite integral J i(x)dx can be obtained by cahuhtbig 
the indefinite integral J i{(f>{u))<f>' {u)dvL and finally introducing x 


instead of u for the independent variable by means of the equation 

It is therefore not sufficient merely to express the old variable 
X in terms of the new one u, and then to integrate with respect 
to this new variable; before integrating we must multiply by 

fE798) 15 
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the derivative of the original variable x with respect to the new- 
variable u. 

The corresponding formula for definite integration bet^veen 
tw^o limits is 


fix) dx — (u)) <f> (u) du. 


In the neio integral we have to choose those limits of integration 
tvhich are obtained by subjecting the old integration limits to the 
transformation x = ^(u), u = 

In most applications the integrand f{x) will appear at the 
outset as a function of a function, SB.jf{x) = A(w), where u ~ 

It is then more convenient to write oux integral formula in a 
aiightly different form by identifying the expression f{(j>{u)} with 
the expression h[u). If for u w^e make the substitution u — 

X = j){u), then our transformation formula is simply 

J h{ilj{x)]dx = j' h(u)^du. 

As a first example we consider the integration of the function 
f{x) — sin 2 x, taking u = 6 (a:) = 2 x and h {u) — sin u. We have 


If we now introduce u= 2 x into the integral as the new variable, then 
it is transformed, not into T sin u du, but into 


1 

2 


/ 


sin udu= cos u = 

2 


2 cos 2a:; 


this may of course be verified at once by differentiating the right-hand 
side. 

If we integrate for x between the limits 0 and 7c/4, the corresponding 
limits for u are 0 and w/2, and we obtain 


i 


.r,4 I 

sm 2 xdx — ^ 



1 

^ coszt 
2 


1 

0 “ 2 - 


—7—. Here we take; 

1 W X 

u ~ liftix) ~ ^/ X, whence (^{u) — uK Since 9' (u) == 2 u, we have 



i 
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2. Another Proof of the Substitution Formula. 

Our integration formula can also be explained in another 
and more direct manner, hj aiming at the formula for definite 
integration and basing the proof on the meaning of the definite- 
integral as a limit of a sum. To calculate the integral 

f h{il;{x))dx 


(for the case a < 6), we begin with an arbitrary subdivision of 
the interval a and then make the subdivision finer 

and finer. We choose these subdivisions in the following way. 
If the function u = ilt(x) is assumed to be monotonic increasing, 
there is a (1, 1) correspondence between the interval a 
on the ir-axis, and an interval a^ti ^ ^ of the values of 
u == where a = jS = ip{b). Vie divide up this «- 
interval into n parts of length A^^; there is a corresponding 
subdivision of the cc-interval into sub-intervals which in general 
are not all of the same length. We denote the points of division 
of the ir-interval by Xq = a, x^, • • • ? = b and the lengths 

of the corresponding sub-intervals by 

AcTj, Aa?2, ... 5 Aa‘,j. 

The integral we are considering is then the limit f of the sum 

V — 1 

where the value is arbitrarily selected from the r-th sub- 
interval of the ic-subdivision. This sum we now write in the 

form 'EJi{u^) — - Au, where By the mean value 

v^i Au 

Ax 

theorem of the differential calculus where is a 

suitably chosen intermediate value of the variable u in the r-tii 
sub-interval of the w-subdi vision and x= cf) (u) denotes the 


* The assumption that these sub-intervals are all equal is by no means 
essential for the proof. 

t This limit exists (for Au 0) and is the integral, since on account of the 
uniform continuity of x <j){u) the greatest of the lengths Ax tends to 0 
with Au. 
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inverse function of u = ijs{x). If we now select the value in 
such a wav that and -q, coincide, i.e. -q, = 

then our sum takes the form 

S (q^.}Au. 

V=1 

If we here make tke passage to the limit we immediately obtain 
the expression 

dx 

I h(uy^du, 

A du 

as the limiting value, that is, as the value of the integral 
we are considering, in agreement with the formula given 
above. 

We have therefore proved the following theorem: 

Let h(u) be a continuous function of uin the interval a ^ u ^ ^8. 
Then if the function u = \js{x) is continuous and monotonic and has 

a continuous non-vanishing derivative ^ in a ^ x ^ b, and 


J }i[ifj{x)}dx= J h{u)dx— J h{u)^du. 


This formula exhibits the advantage of Leibnitz’s notation. In 
order to carry out the substitution u= ijs [x), we need only write 
dx 

— du in place of dx, changing the limits from the original values 
du 

of X to the corresponding values of u. 


3. Examples. Integration Formulae. 

With the help of the substitution rule we can in many cases 
evaluate a given integral J f(x)dx if we reduce it by means of a 

suitable substitution x = <l>{u) to one of the elementary in- 
tegrals in our table. Whether such substitutions exist and 
how to find them are questions to which no general answer 
can be given; this is rather a matter in which practice and 
ingenuity, in contrast to systematic method, come into their 
own. 

As an example, we shall work out the integral f ^ — 

J ^ {ffi — x^) 
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by means of the substitution ^ x~ = au, u == ip{x) = xia. 
dx= a du, by which, using No. 13 of the table on p. 206, we 
obtain 

r dx f adit . x 

/ “77“2 / — TTi 5 =arcsinw=arc sin-,for l:cj<|al. 

J ^ a'yy{l—yr) a s s ^ 


By the same substitution we likewise obtain 
dx r ctdu 


r dx __ r 
•J o? A- x^ J i 


/. 


dx 


1 1 37 

9/-! , ov ^ = - arctan-, 

o?{l-\-u^) a a a 


ar sinh- 


^/{a^ + x^) 


_ j-artanh?for 

f dx __ \a a 

■^^“liarcoA^fo. 

a a 


X 

X 


<\a\ 

>l«l 


formulae which occur very frequently and which can easily be 
verified by differentiating the right-hand side. 

In conclusion, we again emphasize the following point. In 
our substitution process we have made the assumption that the 
substitution has a unique inverse x= cj) (u), and indeed that 
ilj'{x) is nowhere equal to zero in the interval under consideration. 
If oiu* assumption is not fulfilled, application of the substitution 
formula may easily lead to wrong conclusions. If = 0 at 
isolated points of the interval of integration only, we can avoid 
these difloLculties by subdividing this interval in such a 'way that 
ijj'{x) vanishes only at the ends of a sub-interval; we can then 
apply the substitution to each sub-interval separately.! 

* For the sake of brevity we take the liberty of writing the symbols dx 
and du separately, x.e. dx == <^'{11) du instead of dxjdu — (ef. pp. 106-107). 

t An application of this method at once leads to the following result, which 
applies to many special cases: if the derivative ifi'{x) vanishes at a finite number 
of points, but the function ^(a;) remains monotonic, then the substitution for- 
mula remains valid. 
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Further Examples of the Substitution Method 


111 tMs section we bring togetKer a number of examples 
T.iiicli tlie reader may consider carefully by way of practice. 

By tlie substitution w = 1 ~ x-, du — :±'2x dx, we deduce that 
X dx 


j 


^ (I ~ 

L' dx 


- ^ ±V(1 ± X-), 


J ±ilogil ±a:2|. 


In these formulae we must take either the sign -f in all three places 
or the sign — in all three places. 

By the substitution == arc 4- by du == a dx {a 4= 0), we obtain 


/ 


111 , Z. I 

— - = - log j ax -f- 6 , 

a x -f 0 CL 


f {ax 4- by^-dx = 

J u(y.4- 1) 


{ax 4- (a 4= — 1), 


y sin(«.c T- b)dx— — i cos((z:r 4- ?>); 

a 


-smxdxy we 


similarly, by means of the substitution u — cosar, du - 
obtain 

J' tana? dx — —log j cosa?|, 

and by means of the substitution u = sin a;, du = cos a; dx, 

J cotx dx = log I sina: | 

‘ cf. p. 208). Using the analogous substitutions u = cosh a;, du = sinha: dx 
and u == sinha?, du = coshxdx, we obtain the formulae 

j tanha: dx = log | coshx |, 

J cothx dx = log j sinha? |. 

In irirtue of the substitution u = - tana?, du — - sec^a? dx, we arrive at 

b b 

the two formulse 


r dx = i. f ^ 

J a- sin-x — b- cos-x b'^ I aF~ I 

I — tan-x 4 - I 

J g- 

= \ arc tan (- tanx^ 
ab \b / 


dx 

eos^x 



ir\ 

and 
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' dx 

sin^o; — 6® cos^a; 


We evaluate the integral 


— i ar taiih tana;^ 

ab \b / 

— i ar coth tanajY 

ab \b / 


by writing sina; = 2 sin - cos- = 2 tan - cos-*, and putting 11 = tan* so 
that dw == i sec^ - dx; the integral then becomes 


f dx _ 

r du . \ X 


/ — == log 1 tan - . 

f sinrc 

' u i 2 


If we replace by a; -h tc/2, this formula becomes 

The substitution u — 2x yields, if we aEo apply the known trigono- 
metrical formulae 2 cos^a; = 1 -f cos2a; and 2sm2a;=i — cos 2a;, the 
frequently used formulae 

J Gos^xdx = J (a; -f sina; cos a;) 

J sin^a; dx — ^ {x siax cos a;). 

By the substitution x~ cos w, equivalent to 'U— arc cos x, 
or, more generally, x— a cos (a 4= 0 ), we can reduce 

J^/{l — x^)dx and J'^{a^ — x^)dx 

respectively to these formulae. We thus obtain 

f \/{a^ — x^)dx = ~ arc cos ? + ? ~ 

J 2^2 

Similarly, by tbe substitution x = a cosh^^ we obtain the formula 

J ■s/{x^ — ap‘)dic= — cosh ^ 1 V 

and by tbe substitution cc = a sinhw 

J'\/{a^ + x^)dx == ~ ar sinE ^ -f | V 
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The substitutiou u=-.dx= — ^du leads to the formulse 

X w 


f-r 


dx 


/: 


xy{x- — a^) 
dx 


1 . a 

arc sin 

a X 


1 . . a 

= — - ar siiiJa 
x^/ix^-rd^) a x 


r dx 
d xW(a^ — x^) 


1 T a 
- ar cosn 
a X 


xy{a^ — x^) 

Tinally, we consider the tliree integrals 

J &mmx sinwic dx, J sinmx cosnx dx, J cosmx cosnx dx, 

where 7n and n are positive integers. By well-known trigo- 
nometrical formulse we can divide each of these integrals into 
two parts, wTiting 


smmx 


sinnx = -{cos(m — n)x — cos(m -f n)a;}, 


sinma? cosnx = ^ {sin(7?i + n)x + sin(m — n)x^^, 
coswias cosnaj = ^ {cos(m n)x-\- cos(m — n)a;}. 


If we now make use of the substitutions u= n) x and 
^z=[m — n)x respectively, we directly obtain the following 
system of formula: 




sin im sin nx dx = - 


\ sm{m—n)x sin(m-r^^)a;'] ^ 


7n—n 


w-j-n J 


■■n. 


[l / sin2mir\., , 




sin ma; cos 'mdx=^\ 


f 1 f cos(wi-f-9-i)x , cosfm— n)a;l 

— - ^ ^ ^ C. lif ^^4:^ 

2 I m-\-n qn — n } 


1 1 /cos2wx\ .. 

I ^ ^ n\ 

^ 2 \ j 
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1 fsm(m+ 2 ^)a; sin(m — n)x\ ^ 


J cosmx cosnxdx= | ^ 


2 1 m + n 

/sm2mx , 

2 V-^ + ‘ 


m — n 


^ if m = n. 


If in particular we now integrate from —77 to we obtain 
from these formuke the extremely important relations 


sin mo; smnxdx ■■ 


c 

/» + 7r 

/ sinma;coswa;dJa?= 0, 

*' — 77 

X + TT , 

COS mx cos nx dx = - 


j 0 if m 4 = 

if m = % 


0 if m • 
7T if m ■ 


■■n, 
- n. 


These are the orthogonality relations ” of the trigonometric 
functions, which we shall meet with again in Chap. IX (p. 438). 


Examples 

Evaluate the following integrals and verify the results by differen- 
tiation: 



^ dx. 


r ^ + 

V(1 — a-) 



10. J 


V (0 -f 2 x -f X-) 

J 

f' + at^dx. 

11. J 

1' dx 

V(3 - 2.1- - iP) 

4 . 

J 

f^Sl^dx. 

12. J 

f xdx 

' X 

x^~-x-\-l 


p dx 

.Z.J 

f xdx 

J 

^ a: (log a;)” 

V(a:“ — 4 a; 4 - 1 ) 

J 

f Zdx 

U.J 

f {x 4 - l)dx 

' 9:^2 - 6:r + 2* 

' V (2 4- 2a; - Bx-} 

7. 

J 

f . dx 


f dx 

1 •y' ^^2 _ 2 a; 5 ) 

f 2:5 4. a: -1- r 

8. 

f 6=^ lix. 

16 .^ 

f . 

/ 2 + 3a; 

f aj2 __ a; 1 
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IT. / 

dx 

23. 1 

arc tan x , 
f dx. 

J 

X- -r ‘2a X — b 

J 

0 1 + 

JS. 1 

" dx. 

24. i 

f cos” X sin X dx. 

J 

19. j 

1 — X 

^ sin^ X cos"^ X dx. 

J 

0 

xdx 

20. 1 

1 sin- X cos'"^ X dx. 

r 

26. I 


J 

J 

a i + X-f 

-6 ^.3 

# 7-/1 ^ ^ ^ 

n.j 

f o^{\ 1 — x~)'^ dx. 

. 27.^ 

f , dx [1 < a < 0 ), 

a 1 ^ 

22. 1 

f 

28. , 

1 X sin 2x^ dx. 

J 

’ V(1 - x‘-^) 

J 

1 

0 


29. Evaluate / (1 — xY'dx (where is a positive integer) by sub- 
stitution. '^0 


4. Integration by Parts 

The second useful method for dealing with integration 
problems is given by the formula for differentiating a product: 

U9)' =f9+f9'- 

1. General Remarks. 

If we write this formula as an integral formula, we obtain 
{cl p. 141) 

f{x)9{x) = J g(x)f'{x)dx -{- J f{x)g' {x)dx 

or ff{x)g' {x)dx =f{x)g{x) — j g[x)f'(x)dx. 

This formula will be referred to as the formula for integration 
by parts. The calculation of one integral is thereby reduced to 
the calculation of another integral. For if we split up the inte- 
grand of an integral J oj {x) dx into a product oo (x) = f{x) (f> (x), and 
if we can find the indefinite integral 

9ix:) = f^{xi)dx 

of the one factor <f> (x), so that <j) (x) — g\x), then by our formula 
the mtegrBlJcja{x)dx= J f{x)<f>{x)dx= f{x)g'(x)dx is reduced 

to Jg(x)f' {x)dx, which in some cases can be found more readily 
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than the original form. Since a given function cu (x) which occurs 
as an integrand can be regarded as a product/(a;) i (x) = f{x)g' (x) 
in a great many different ways, this formula provides us with 
a very effective tool for the transformation of integrals. 

Written as a formula for defifiite integration, the formula for 
integration by parts is 

dx = f{x)g{x) t ~ {x)f {x) dx 

•'a \a ''a 

) ~f{a)9(a) — f g{x)f{x)dx. 

For in order to obtain the formula for definite integration from 
the formula for indefinite integration (Chap. II, § 4, p. 117) 
we have only to replace the 
variable appearing on both 
sides in the formula for the 

indefinite integral (1) by the K r 

value a? = 6, (2) by the value ^ 

x=^ a, and write down the / -j 

difference of these two ex- j 

pressions. . j 

A simple interpretation of oc ^ I 

this formula, at least with p 

suitable restrictions on the ^ ^ 

functions involved, can be 
given. Let us suppose that 

y=zf{x) and z~g{x) are monotonic, and that f{a)=A, 
f{h) = B, g (a) == a, g (b) = we can then form the inverse 
of the first function and substitute in the equation, thus ob- 
taining 2 as a function of y. ' We assume that this function is 
monotonic increasing. Since dy —f'{x)dx and dz == g'{x)dx the 
formula for integration by parts can be written 

B ]8 

J zdy -A-Jydz= Bp — Aa, 

in agreement with the relation made clear by fig. 1, 

area NQLK + area PMLQ = area 03ILK - area OPQN. 

The following example may serve as a first illxistration: 

logo; dx= J logic .l,dz. 
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We write the integrand in this way in order to indicate that we intend to 
put f{x) = logo: and g'{x) = 1, so that we have f'(x) = 1/x &ndg{x) = x. 
Our formula then becomes 

J logxdx == X logx ~ J - (lx= X logo; — «. 

This last expression is therefore the integral of the logarithm, as may be 
verified at once by differentiation. 


' 1 . Examples, 

The following further examples may help the reader to grasp this 
method. 

If we put f{x) = X, g'{x) = e®, we have f'(x) = 1, g{x) = e®, and 


J xe^dx— e^(x— 1 ). 


In a similar way we obtain 

J X sina; dx = —x coso; -f s 

J X cos a* dx= X sina; -j- oosa;. 

For f{x) = logx, g'{x) = x^, we have the relation 

/ x°' \os,xdx= ^ Aogaj— — ^ — \ 

a-f-lV® a+l/ 

Here we must assume a == — 1. For a = — 1 we obtain (cf. p. 208) 
f - logxdx= {logxf — f logs; . — ; 

^ X d X 

transferring the integral on the right-hand side over to the left, we have 

/ i logxdx = i( 

X 

We calculate the integral Jaxosmxdx by taking /(a;) = arc sin a;, 

g'(x) s= 1. From this we obtain 

/ f* X dx 

arc sin £c da; = a; arc sina; — / — . 

J V(l-~ a;2) 

The integration on the right-hand side can be performed as in § 3 (p. 214); 
we thus find that 

j arc sina dx — z arc sina; -j- V (1 — z% 
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In the same way we calculate the integral 

/ arc tanx dx^ x arc tana; ~ i log (1 + a;®) 

and many others of a similar type. 

The following examples are of a somewhat different nature; here a double 
application of the method of integration by parts brings us back to the 
original integral, for which we thus obtain an equation. 

Integrating by parts twice, we obtain 

/ smhx da; = — ^ cosba; -f - f cosbxdx 
^ 0 b d 

Bhx + ~ e®® sinba; J sin&a; dx, 


= — - coal 
0 


and, solving this equation for the integral J < 


sin bx dx. 


I 


e^® sin ho; dx : 


- e“®(a sin 6a; — b cos bx). 


^24- 62 

In a similar way it follows that 

gflx QQg bxdx=- . e®® (a cos 6a; -j- 6 sin 6a;). 


3. Recurrence Formulae. 

In many cases the integrand is a function not only of the 
independent variable, but also of an integral index ?i, and on 
integrating by parts we obtain, instead of the value of the in- 
tegral, another similar expression in which the index n has a 
smaller value. We thus arrive after a number of steps at an 
integral which we can deal with by means of our table of integrals. 
Such a process is called a recurrence process. The following 
examples illustrate this: by repeated integration by parts we 
can calculate the trigonometrical integrals 

X dx, j sin” x dx, J sin”* x cos” x dx, 

provided that m and n are integers. For we find that 

Jcos'^xdx = cos”"'^^; since + — 1) J cos^^^x xdx; 

we can write the right-hand side in the form 

sina; + (n — l) f cos‘^''^xdx — (n — 1) f ms'^xdx. 
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tlnis obtaining the recurrence relation 

fcos'^^xdx == - cos"~^ccsina;+ ^ f cos'^~‘^xdx. 

J n n 

This formula enables us to keep on diminishing the index in 
the integrand imtil we finally arrive at the integral 

Jcosxdx= sina; or Jdx= x, 

according as n is odd or even. In a similar way we obtain the 
analogous recurrence formulae 


Jsia'^xdx ■ 


1 . 


, 71—1 

sm” ^x cosx -4- 

n 71 


J sin^^ ^xdx 


and 


/ 


sin'"a; cos’^a; dx - 


sin’^’^^a; cos'^'^a; , 7i — 1 


71 ^ 


sink’s: cos’^“^ a* dx. 


7n -r 71 


771 n 

In particular, these formulae enable us to calculate the integrals 

r . o , 1 


and 


J sin-2; dx= - (^7 — sino; coso;) 
J cos- 2; dec = - (a; + sin 2; cos a'), 


as we have already done by the method of substitution (p. 215). 

It need hardly be mentioned that the corresponding integrals 
for the hyperbolic functions can be calculated in exactly the same 
way. 

Eurther recuirence formnlse are given by the following transformations: 

J {logx)'^dx = x(\ogx)'^ — m J (loga;)”^“^c?a;, 

j x'^e^dx^ x'^e^ — m J x‘^~^^dx, 

J sina; dx = —x'^^ cosx -i- m J x'^~^ cosx dx, 

J oosxdx = x'^ sina; ^ ^nj x'^~^ sina;i?a;, 

f (log x)'^dx= — — _ 5^ ,. „ f (log x}"^^ dx (ij =J= — 1). 

^ a -f 1 ft-t- J 
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4. Wallis’s Product. 

The recurrence formula for the integral J sin^o; dx leads in 

an elementary way to a most remarkable expression for the 
number rr as an infinite product. We suppose that n > 1. and 
in the formula 

/ 7 1 fb 1 r 

sm^x (fa; = — - sin^"^a; cos a; + / sin^'-a; dx 

n 71 ^ 


we insert the limits 0 and 7r/2, thus obtaining 


J W2 

/ sin'^xdx = / sin”~2 

“'o n Jo 


xdx for >2 > L 


If we again apply the recurrence formula to the right-hand side 
and continue the process, we obtain, distinguishing between the 
cases n = 2m and n = 2m. -f- 1, 


r 


7 2m — 1 2m — 3 

smr^^xdx = . 

0 2 m. 2m 2 


dg 2m 1 2m — 1 


■i/> 

• sin xdx, 

b Ja 


tvhence 


/ ^\n?‘'^xdx- 
J(\ 


/ su 

Jo 




2m — 1 2m — 3 
2m 2 ?? 2 - — 2 

2m 2m — 2 

2m + 1 2m — 1 


1 77 

9 ' 9 ’ 


9 


By division this yields 


_ 2 . 2 4.4 6.6 2 m . 2222 

2 O ‘ ^ ‘ 5?7 “ ' (2m-- l).(2m + i) 


/ sin-^a:;da? 

.77/2 

Jn 


The quotient of the two integrals on the right-hand side cori’ 
verges to 1 as m increases, as we recognize from the following 
considerations. In the interval 0 < a; < 7r/2 we have 

0 < sin^”*+^aj ^ sin-^^ai; ^ 
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consequently 

.rr/2 .7r/2 

Jq ^0 ‘'0 


/•W2 

If we b-ere divide each, term by sin 2 ’^+% ^3. notice that by 
the first formula proved above 


i 


. 77/2 

gij^2m Ixdx 


we have 


f sin.-^'^^xdx 

Jq 

.12 

J 


2m + 1 ^ 1 

2m * 2 }}i 


,.(2 

mi^'^xdx 


f sin^^'^^xdx 


^ 1 + — , 

2 wi 


from which the above statement follows. 
The relation 

7 T ,.2 2 4 4 6 6 2 m 
- = lim ■ 


zm 


2 m—^cc 1 3 3 5 5 7 2m — 1 2m + 1 
consequently holds. 

This product formula (due to Wallis), with its simple law of 
formation, gives a remarkable relation between the number tt 
and the integers. If we observe that 


,. 2 m 

lim 

2m i- 1 


= 1, we can write 


lim 


» 32.52.. .( 2 m— If" 2 ’ 


and if we take the square root and then multiply mumerator and 
denominator by 2 . 4 . . . (2m — 2) we find that 



= lim 

iw->oo 


2.4 


3.5 


(2m- 2) 
(2m— 1) 


'\/2m= lim 

OT— >00 


2 ^ 4 ^.. (2m— 2)^ 
(2m — 1)1 


V2m 


-lim V2m 

m-^ao {2m)! 2m 
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From tMs we finally obtain 

lim = V'-, 

772-5^00 (2m)! \/m 

a form of Wallis's product which will be of use to us- latei 
(cf. Chap. VII, Appendix, p. 363). 


Examples 


Evaluate the integrals in Ex. 1-14: 

I. 2. f . y dx, 3. fx^oosxdx. 

J sin- a; d (i _ J 

4. J oi^e~~‘°^dx. 5. J x^ cos nxdx (n a positive integer). 

■0. I X“ sin nxdx (7^ a positive integer). 7. J cosx^ dx. 

■S. J sin'^xdx. 9. J oos^xdx. 10. Jx^Vi — x^dx, 

II. f x^e^ dx, 12. (72-4=1). 

J d 

13. J x'^logxdx (m 4= 1). 14. J x^ {log x)^ dx, 

15. Prove the formula 

J e^p{x)dx = e^{p(x) — p'(x) -f- p"{x) h . . . 

vrhere p{x) is any polynomial. 

16. Show that for all odd positive values of n the integral J e~^'x^dx can 
foe evaluated in terms of elementary functions. 

17. Show that if n is even the integral J e~^"x^dx can be evaluated 

in terms of elementary functions and the integral Je~^~dx (for which 
tables have been constructed). 

IS. Prove that 

f (f f(t)dt)du= f f(u){x—u)du. 

Jq \Jq j c/q 

19.* Ex. 18 gives a formula for the second iterated integral. Prove 
that the n-th. iterated integral of f{x) is given by 

— ] f f{u){x-~ u)^~^du. 

( 71 - l)\Jo 


(E 798) 


16 
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5. Integration of Rational Functions 


The most important general class of functions integrable in 
terms of elementary functions consists of the rational functions 


R(x) = 


/w 

9i^)’ 


where /(x) and g{x) are polynomials: 

f(x) = a^x’^ + + . . . + flo. 

g{x) = b„x”- + + • . • + ho 4= 0). 


We recall that every polynomial can be integrated at once and 
that the integral is itself a polynomial. We therefore need 
only consider those rational functions for which the deno- 
minator is not a constant. Moreover, we can always assume 
that the degree of the numerator is less than the degree (n) 
of the denominator. For otherwise we can divide the poly- 
nomial f{x) by the polynomial g{x) and obtain a remainder 
of degree less than n; in other words, we can write 
f(x) = q{x)g{x)-rr{x), where q{x) and r(x) are also poly- 
nomials and r(x) is of lower degree than n. The integration of 

ULa is then reduced to the integration of the pol 3 nioniial q{x) 
9 (^) f (^x) 

and of the ‘‘ proper ’’ fraction -y-r. We further notice that the 
fix) 9W 

function LL2 can be represented as the sum of the functions 

a^.x'' ^ x^' 

"TW, so that we need only consider integrands of the form - 7 - 7 * 
g{xy ^ ^ g[x) 


1. The Fundamental Types. 

We shah, not at once proceed to the integration of the most 
general rational function of the above type, but shall instead 
study only those functions in which the denominator g{x) is of a 
particularly simple type, namely, 

g{x)=x, g{x) = l + x^, 

or, more generally, 

g{x) = xN g{x) = (1 + x^)^ 
where n is any positive integer. 
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To this case we can reduce the somewhat more general case 
in which g{x) = [ax + a power of a linear expression 
aa; + j 8 (a 4= 0 ), or g[x) = [ax- + %x + cY, a power of a 
definite quadratic expression. In the first case we introduce 
a new variable | = acc + ^. Then d^jdx = a, and a; = (^ — /S) a 
is also a linear function of Each numerator /(a?) becomes a 
polynomial of the same degree, and consequently 

■^<*1 

ad 


/ 


{ax + P)« 




In the second case, we write 

ax^ + ^bx -f c — - (ax + bf + ~ 
a a 


[d- = ac-- h-, d > 0), 


observing that, since we have assumed our expression to be 
definite, ac — must be positive and a 4 By introducing 
the new variable 

^ ax -f- 6 

^ T' 


we arrive at an integral with the denominator 

Hence in order to integrate rational functions whose de- 
nominators are powers of a linear expression or of a definite 
quadratic expression it is sufficient to be able to integrate the 
foliowdng types of functions: 

I x^^ 

(x2 + 1)^’ (x^-p !)«’ 

We shall, in fact, see that even these types need not be treated 
in general, for we can reduce the integration of every rational 
function to the integration of the very special forms of 
three functions obtained by taking v = 0 . Accordingly we now 
consider the integration of the three expressions 

II X 

(X^+ 1)”’ (x2-fl)«* 

♦ A quadratic expression Q{x) — ax“ -r 2bx t c is said to "be definite if for 
all real values of x it takes values having one and the same sign, i.e. if the 
equation Q{x) — 0 has no real roots. For this it is necessary and sufficient 
that ac — should b© positive. 


d^ 1 ’® 
a ■ ‘ J 
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2. Integration of the Fundamental Types. 


Iiite 2 xatioii of the first type of fimction, — , immediately yields the 

a: j 


expression log | aj | if = 1, and the expression - 


- if > 1, 


{n— l)x^ 

so that in both cases the integral is again an elementary function. Func- 
tions of the third type can be integrated immediately by introducing the 
new variable 5 == -f 1, whence we obtain 2xdx = and 


J {x^ +1)" 2 j 5” I 


{ 2 +1) it ^ = 1, 


2(n- l)(a:2-f i)«-i 


if w > 1. 


Fmally, in order to calculate the integral 




dx 


If' 


where n has any value exceeding 1, we make use of a recurrence method. 
For if we put 

1 1 


(a;2 -h 1)« {x^ -h l)«-i (x^ + 


so that f-A-= [ f 

J (a;2 -1- If J {x^ -f If-i J 


dx 

{x^ -K 1)^’ 


we can transform the right-hand side by integrating by parts, using the 
formula on p. 218 with 


fix) = X, 


?'{*) = 


X 

{^+ if 


Then, as we have just found above. 


g{x) = — 


1 1 
2 in - l)(a:2+ x)n-i’ 


and consequently we obtain 



dx 

{a;2 -i- i)n 


X 

2(ri - l)(a;2-|- If-i 


2n — 3 f dx 

[x^ 4 - ly^ 


The calculation of the integral is thus reduced to that of the integral 
If — 1 > 1 we apply the same process to the latter integral, and 
continue the process imtil we finally arrive at the expression 


/ 


dx 

+ 1 ) 


arc tan x. 
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We thus see that the integral * can be explicitly expressed in terms of 
rational functions and the function arc tana;. 

Incidentally, we could also have integrated the function ^ 

directly using the substitution x— t&nt; we should then have obtained 
dx = sec^ t dt and 1/(1 + = cos^ t, so that 

and we have already learned (p. 222) how to evaluate this intesrai. 


3. Partial Fractions. 

We are now in a position to integrate tlie most genera i 
rational functions, in virtue of the fact that every such functioi: 
can be represented as the sum of so-called partial fractions, 
i.e. as the sum of a polynomial and a finite number of rational 
functions, each one of which has either a power of a linear 
expression for its denominator and a constant for its numerator, 
or else a power of a definite quadratic expression for its 
denominator and a linear function for its numerator. If the 
degree of the numerator /(a;) is less than that of the denominator 
g[x) the polynomial does not occur. We are now in a position 
to integrate each partial fraction. For according to p. 226 the 
denominator can be reduced to one of the special forms and 
{x^ -f- 1)”, and the fraction is then a combination of the 
fundamental types integrated on p. 228. 

We shall not give the general proof of the possibility of this 
resolution into partial fractions. On the contrary, we shall 
confine ourselves to making the statement of the theorem in- 
telligible to the reader and to showing by examples how th^^ 
resolution into partial fractions can be carried out in typical 
cases. In actual practice only comparatively simple functions 
are dealt with, for otherwise the computations become far too 
complicated. 


^ The integral of the function ' 


' can be calculated in the same way; 
by the corresponding recurrence method we reduce it to the integral 
dx 


I 


1 - a;® 


=* ar tanha; (or ar cotha;). 
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As we know from elementary algebra, every polynomial 
g(-jc) can be vTitten in the form 

tj(x) = a{x-- {x— {x^+ 2b^x+c^Y ^ . . . 

Here the numbers ag, . . . are the real and distinct roots of 
the equation g(x) = 0, and the positive integers Z 2 • • • indicate 
the numbers of times they are repeated; the factors -f- 2b^,x + c, 
indicate definite quadratic expressions, of which no two are the 
same, with conjugate complex roots, and the positive integers 
Tj ^25 • • • numbers of times that these roots are repeated. 

We assume that the denominator is either given to us in 
this form or else that we have brought it to this form by calcu- 
lating the real and imaginary roots. Let us further suppose that 
the numerator f{x) is of lower degree than the denominator 
(cf. p. 226). Then the theorem on resolution into partial 
fractions can be stated as follows, Tor each factor {x — a)^, 
where a is any one of the real roots and I is the number ol 
times it is repeated, we can determine an expression of the 
form 

j- 4. _ , ' _ 

(x — a) ^ {x — a)- (x — ay’ 

and for each quadratic factor Q{x) =- x^ 2bx + c in out 
product which is raised to the power r we can determine an 
expression of the form 

Hi -f C^x j Hg +C^x ^ + GrX 

Q ' e- ‘ ‘ ' 

fix') 

in such a wav that the function is the sum of all these ex 

fix) 

pressions. In other words, the quotient can be represented 

as a sum of fractions each of which belongs to one or other of 
the types integrated on p. 228.* 


* Here we gire a brief sketch of the method by which the possibility of this 
decomposition into partial fractions is proved. If g{x) (x — a)^h{x) and 
h(a) =1= 0, then on the right-hand side of the equation 

. & ^ /(g) _ J_ mMa) 

yix) h{a){x — a)fc h{a) {x — a)^h{x) 
the nujiieracor obviously vanishes for x ~ a; it is therefore of the forir. 
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In particular cases the splitting up into partial fractions can he done 
easily by inspection. If, for example, g(x) x- — 1, we see at once that 


1 „ 1 11 1 
1 2a;— 1 2a;-fl’ 


60 that 




a; — 1 
a: -p 1 


More generally, if g{x) = {x — a) (x— p), that is, if g(x) is a non-definite 
quadratic expression with two real zeros a and g, we have 

1 _ 1 1 1 1 
(a; — a) (a: — ( 3 ) cc — ^ x ~ ol x ~ B x — ^ 


so that 


/ 


dx 

(x— a)(x~ P) 



X — 0: 
X— j3 


4. Example. The Bimolecular Reaction. 

A simple example of the application of this easy reduction to partial 
fractions is given by the so-called bimolecular reaction. Let us suppose 
that we have two reagents whose original concentrations in mols per unit 
volume are a and 6, where we assume that a < b, and let us suppose that 
in time t there is formed in the unit volume a quantity x (mols) of the 
product of reaction. Then, according to the law of mass action (of. p. iS2), 
in the simplest case — reaction between one molecule of each of the re- 
agents — the rate of increase of the quantity x is given by the equation 
dx 

-r == Jc(a — x)(b — x). The problem is to determine the function x{i}, 
at 

If, inversely, we think of the time ^ as a function of x, we have 

^ == 1 ^ 1 / 1 __ 1 \ 
dx h{a — x) (h — x) k{b -—a) \a — x b — 

hence by integration 

ht = — — log ^ -f c, for a; < a < 6. 

a — b b — X 


■h{a){x - a)w/^(a;), wheie fj^{x) is also a polynomial, the integer 771 ^ 1, and 

/i(a) #: 0. Writing ~~ = j8, this gives us 
ri{a) 

m _ jg ^ fiix) 
g{x) {x “ a)* (a; — A(a?)* 

Continuing the process, we can keep on diminishing the degree of the power 
of {x — a) occurring in the denominator until finally no such factor is left. 
On the remaining fraction we repeat the process for some other root of y(^), 
and do this as many times as g(x) has distinct factors. This being done not 
only for the real but also for the complex roots, we eventually arrive at the 
complete analysis .into .partial fractions. 



THE INTEGRAL CALCULUS [Chap. 


We determine the constant of integration c by the condition that at time 
t = 0 no product of reaction has yet been formed, so that 


We thus obtain finally 



1 ^ 
log-- 


0. 




and if we solve for x this gives the required function x(tY. 
^ ab{l- 

h — (iQ(a—b)kt 


5. Further Examples of Resolution into Partial Fractions. The 
Method of Undetermined Coefidcients. 

If g(x) = (a; — a^) [x — . . .{x— a^), where =[= aj, if 

i 4= kj i.e. if the equation g(x)— 0 has only single real roots, the 
expression in terms of partial fractions has the simple form 

1 Clr^ I Ojc) I 

g{x) X — ' X — ^ x — 

We obtain explicit expressions for the coefidcients ag, . . . if we 
multiply both sides of this equation by {x — a^), cancel the common 
factor {x — a^) in the numerator and denominator on the left 
and in the first term on the right, and then put x = a^. This 
gives 

1 

£3q= . 

(oi — tta) (ai — Og) . . . (oj — a„) 

As a typical example of a denominator g{x) with multiple roots, we 

consider the function i The prehminary statement 

x^{x — 1 ) 

1 _ « _s_ ^ 

x^{x- 1) “a: - 1 X ^ 

in accordance with p. 230 leads us to the required result. If we multiply 
both sides of this equation b 3 ’ x^(x — 1) we obtain the equation 

1 = (a -p h)7^ — (5 _ q)x — c, 

* The reader will observe that the denominator on the right is i.e* 

the derivative of the function g{x) at the point x = a^. 
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true for all values of x, from which we have to determine the coefficients 
a, b, c. This condition cannot hold unless all the coefficients of the poly- 
nomial (a + b}x^ — (b — c}x c — 1 are zero, i.e. we must have 
a-j- b — b— c = c-h l = 0orc = —1, 6 = ~1, a = L V’e thus obtain 
the resolution 

1 _ 1 __ 1 1 
x^(x—l) X—1 X 

and consequently 

I =log|a;-l|-log|a:|-i-l 

J X-{X — I) X 

We shall now split up the function (which is an example of 

x(x^ 4- 1) 

the case where the zeros of the denominator are complex) in accordance 
with the equation 

1 ___ a ^ bx~ c 

x{x^ 4-1) x~^ x^~^ 1 

For the coefficients we obtain a4-& = c= a— 1 = 0, so that 
I _ I__ a; 

-f 1) x -• V 

and consequently 

/ -7-^-Tt = log 1 * I - 5 log ^ 

^ x(x^ 4 - 1 ) 2 

As a third example we consider the function — 1 — . Even Leibnitz 

-r 1 

found this a troublesome integration. We can represent the denominator 
as the product of two quadratic factors: 

3* + 1 = (iS + 1)2 - = (i*’ + 1 + V2x} {x- + 1 -v'2a;). 

We know, therefore, that the resolution into partial fractions will have 
the form 

1 _ ax -{-b cx-T d 

aj^4-l -f V2a; -f 1 V2a;-rl 


To determine the coefficients a, 6, c, d, we have the equation 
(0 + c)a^ + (6 + d — aV2 + cV2)a;2+ c- 5^2-)- dv'2)r 
+ (b + d- 1) = 0, 


which is satisfied by the values 


a 


1 

2V2’ f 


c 



We therefore have 

1 1 a! + V2 _ 1 _ X-V2 ^ 

x*+l~ 2V2' a:2 + V2a:+ 1 2v2'^Vrv27TT 
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and, applying the method given on p. 227, we obtain 

/ == -i.,- log ! -f y/2x -f 1 1 — log I — '\/2a; + 1 | 

J 4V2 ‘ 4V2 

g- __L- arc tan (V 2a; -{- 1) "f — aic tan (V 2a; — 1). 
2\'2 2V2 ^ 

which may easily be verified by differentiation. 


Examples 


Integrate: 


1. 

f dx 


f dx 

j 2x - 3j;2' 

1 -f a;® 

0 

p dx 


r (^ - 4) 


j X- — X 

{x^+l){x-2) 

3. 

r 3 dx 

10. J 

^ ^ dx. 

j x{x— if 

{x^-l){x+2) 

4. 

r a-- — a; — 1 

U.J 

f dx. 

J 3a-- — 2x — 5 

1 — X^ 

5. 

f* dx 

n*j 

f dx 

1 (X- ir-(x"--piy 

K'-i- l’ 

6. 

f X- dx 

13. J 

r _ 


j {x-ir-(x^--i) 

— 2 

7. 

p dx 

U.J 

f dx 

j l-a:3- 

x^(x^ -j- 1)2 


6. Integration oe Soivie Other Classes of Functions 


1. Preliminary Remarks on the Rational Representation of the 
Trigonometric and Hyperbolic Functions. 


The integration of some other general classes of functions can 
be reduced to the integration of rational functions. We shall 
be better able to understand this reduction h we begin by stating 
certain elementary facts about the trigonometric and hyperhohc 

sc 

functions. If we put t ~ tan elementary trigonometry gives 

z 

US the simple formulse 


2 { 1 - 

smx — , coss = ; 

1 + 42 1 + 
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for 


1 ^ t- . 

— — = COS- - and == sin- 

l + 2 1 + ^2 2 


and hence from the elementary formula 


a ^ X . C.X 

smiz; = 2 cos- - tan - and cosa; = cos- - ~ sm- - 
2 2 9 0 


we obtain the above equations. These equations show that sin x 
and Q>osx can he expressed rationally in terms of the quantity 

X X 

t = tan From t = tan - we have by difierentiation 
2 2 


dt 

dx 


1 


1 cos-a;/2 


l + ■ 1 , dx 2 

— - — , so that == 


dt 1 - 


dx . 


hence the derivative — is also a rational expression in L 




The geometrical representation of our formulte and their geometrical 
meaning are given in fig. 2. Here the circle -f- i>“ = 1 in a zu'-piane is 
■shown.* If X denotes the angle POT in 
the figure, then -w = cosx and v— sin a:. 

The angle OSP with its vertex at the 
point u = —I, V = 0 is equal to x/2, by 
a theorem in elementary geometry, and 
we can read off the geometrical meaning 
of the parameter t from the figure; 
i — tan = OB. If the point P starts 
from 8 and runs once round the circle in 
the positive direction, i.e. if x runs through 
the interval from — tt to H-tc, the quantity 
t will run through the whole range of 
values from — oo to + exactly once. 



Fig. 2. — Parametric representauen 
of the trigonometric functions 


We may correspondingly express the Eyperbolic functions 
coshfc = -1(6“ + 6“"®) and sinh£c= i(e® — e""®) as rational func- 
tions of a tEird quantity. The most obvious way is to put e® = r, 
so that we have 


cosh a; == 



sinha; 



which are rational expressions for sinhcc and cosh a;. Here again 
dxjdt^ 1/t is rational in t. But we obtain a closer analogy 
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witi. the trigonometric fumdtions by introducing the quantity 

/ = tanh-; we then arrive at the formulae 

2 

siniia; = 1, cosna? = 

I — I — f 

Bv difierentiating t = tanh? we obtain,, as on p. 235 , the rational 
expression 

dx _ 2 

dt 1 — 

for the derivative dxjdt. Here again the quantity t has a geometri- 
cal meaning similar to that which it has in the case of the trigo 
nometric functions, as we see at once from fig. 3 . 



Fig. 3. — Parametric representation of the hyperbolic functions 


But whereas in the case of the trigonometric functions t 
must run through the whole range of values from — co to + 00 
in order to give all pairs of values of cos a; and sin a?, in the 
case of the hyperbolic functions t is limited to the interval 

Having made these preliminary remarks, we proceed to our 
integration problem. 

2. Integration of i?(cosJt;, sinx). 

Let R{cobx, sin a?) denote an expression which is rational in 
the two functions sin sc and cos a?, i.e. . an expression which is 
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formed rationally from these two functions and constants, such as 
3 sin^ic + cosa; 

3 cos^x -f sina; 


If we apply the substitution t == tan - the integral 


J R (cosx, sinaj) dx 


is transformed into the integral 



1 - f 2t \ 
i + fi' 1 + ty 



dt 


and under the integral sign we now have a rational function of t. 
Thus we have in theory obtained the integral of our expression, 
since we can now perform the integration by the methods of the 
preceding section. 


3. Integration of i?(cosh.^t:, sinh.Jt:). 

In the same way, if i? (cosh a;, sinha?) is an expression which 
is rational in terms of the hyperbolic functions cosher and sinhjr, 
we can eSect its integration by means of the substitution 


t == tanh 

2 


Recalling that 

dx 2 

jt “ 


we have 

J R(cos]ix, s,inhx)dx= J 


2t 


1 + ^2 


1 - ^2’ 1 - f\/ 


1 -- f- 


dt 


(According to a previous remark we could also have introduced 
T = as a new variable and expressed coshx and sinhir in terms 
of T.) The integration is once again reduced to that of a ratioiicil 
function. 


4. Integration of 

The integral J R{x, '\/{l — x^)}dx can be reduced to the ty]3e 
treated in No. 2 by using the substitution 

X == cosu, %/(! — x^) = sinti, dx = — sinw du*. 
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from this stage the transfonnation t — tan - brings us to the 

2t 

integration of a rational fonctiorL Incidentally, we could have 
carried out the reduction in one step instead of two by using 
the substitution 

dx — 4i 

di “ (1 + 

u 

that is, we could have introduced t — tan - directly as the new 
variable and thereby obtained a rational function to integrate. 

5. Integration of jR{x, \/{x^ — 1)}. 

The integral J R{x, is transformed by the sub- 

stitution X — coshii into the type treated in No. 3 (p. 237). Here 
again we can arrive at our goal directly by introducing 


6. Integration of \/{x^+ 1)}. 

The integral JR{x, ^/{x^ l)}dx is reduced by the trans- 
formation rr=sinhw to the t 3 rpe considered in No. 3 (p. 237), 
and can therefore be integrated in terms of elementary functions. 
Instead of the further reduction to the integral of a rational 

function bv the substitution e" = r or tanh - = we could have 

2 

reached the integral of a rational function at a single stroke by 
either of the substitutions 

r=a;+v'(a:^+l), + 


7. Integration of R{x, \/{ax^ + 2b x + c)}. 

The integral J 2bx+ c)}dx of an expression 

which is rational in terms of x and the square root of an arbitrary 
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T^nlvnomial of the second degree in x can immediately ^^be re- 
duced to one of tbe types just treated, '^'e ^ite (cf. p. -■ ) 


• p , ac — w 

aK2+26a5+c=-(aa;+6)“+— 

Qi 

_ i)2 0 we introduce a new variable i by mean- 

r rv^o+inn ^ whereupon the surd takes 

of the transformation ^ 

( ffic — 6® ^ ^2 ^ I _ Hence our integral when expressed 


the form 


If, finally, ao—h^< 0, 'we put I = 
the surd the expression 


f £ • nf +Fp tvne of No. 6. The constant a must here 
tSvt 1 order SJ*. »». ^7 !«« «.l values. 

^ If ac __ = 0, a > 0, then by way of the formula 

+ 2dr + «) = V® - - j 

.e see tkst tie iutegesud ,as rstiousl “J 

P g_^d obtain for 
V(6--acl 

— ag (|2 _ 1)1. If a is positive, 

tliC ouav* ve— 1. ^ ( (X ^ 

to the type of No. 4 (p. 237). 

8. Further Examples of Reduction to Integrals of Rational 

Of " s of fmctions W 

duction to rational mexeni surds of linear 

(1) rational expressions mv f, . g)!. (2) expressions of 

egressions, E{x, V{ax + h), V{'^^ , P)), U V 
f e p J . where a, 6, a, ^ are constants, 

the form ^ f ^ + jS/ J ... 8), 

I,tlefiretose,emtrod«e.th..e,™ble{-V(o ■ 

BOtlat<o+f=P,»"'l<»“«‘l““'*^ 

f-f ,„4 *„«; 
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then + b), ■\/{ax + dx 

^ I ~ 

ttMcIi is of the type discussed in No. 7. 

If in the second case we introduce the new variable 


we have 



__ air + & __ — iPf + b & ^ aP— ha 

ax+ p' — a' (af" — af 

and we immediately arrive at the formula 





- [r ^ A 
J \ a’ _ af 

which is the integral of a rational function. 




9. Remarks on the Examples. 

The preceding discussions are chiefly of theoretical interest. 
In the case of complicated expressions the actual calculations 
would be far too involved. It is therefore expedient to make 
use, when possible, of the special form of the integrand to sim- 
plify the work. For example, in order to integrate the expression 

: — it is better to use the substitution t = tana? 

sin^cc-f O“cos^a; 

instead of that given on p. 237, for sin^a; and cos^cc can be ex- 
pressed rationally in terms of tana;, and it is therefore unneces- 

sary to go back to t = tan*-. The same is true for every expres- 
sion formed rationally from* sin^cc, cos^a;, and since cosx. More- 
over, for the calculation of many integrals a trigonometrical form 
is to be preferred to a rational one, provided that the trigono- 
metrical form can be evaluated by some simple recurrence method. 

* For sin x cos® = tan® cos® ® can of course be expressed rationally in terms 
of tan ®. 
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Jor example, althougli the integrand in J x^['\/(l — dx can 

be reduced to a rational form, it is better to write x = sin u 
and bring it to the ioiaij Bm^uoo^^'^udu, since this can easily 
be treated by the recurrence method on p. 222 (or by using the 
addition theorems to reduce the powers of the sine and cosine 
to sines and cosines of multiple angles). 

For the evaluation of the integral 

/ 

•J a cosa; + 0 sma; 


instead of referring to the general theory we determine a number A and 
an angle 6 in such a way that 

a=Asin6, 6=Acos6; 

that is, we write 

= V 4 - 62, sin 0 = ^ ~ 3 * 

The integral then takes the form 

I r dx 
A J sin(a; -f- 0)^ 

and on introducing the new variable x-{- Q we find (cf. p. 215) that the 
value of the integral is 

i log tan 


Examples 


Integrate: 

‘■/r 

2 , 


=■/ 

'•/ 


X 


dx 
cos a: 

dx 

'0 3 + cosa? 


dx 

’•J 

f dx 

1 4- sina?' 

1 4“ cos^a;' 

dx 


f dx 

1 4" cosa; 

3 4“ sin^a: 

dx 


f tan^xdx. 

2 4- sina; 

dx 

10. 

f dx 


sina T* cos a; 


11. f 

d 3 cos^a; -f sin^a: 

12. J — 4:) dx. 


(E798) 


17 
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9a:-) dx. 


14. 


15. 


/ 

/ 


dx 

(x — 2) V' (a:^ — 4a: -j- 

a: V (a:^ + dx. 


3)‘ 


16 ./ 

18 ./ 


dx 

V X V (1 — x) 

V(l + x) + V(l — x) 
V(1 + a:) — V(1 -x) 

l + V(a:-a+l) 


dx. 



dx 

V (a: — a) 4- V (a: — 6) 


7. Remarks on Functions which are not Integrable 
IN Terms op Elementary Functions 


1. Definition of Functions by means of Integrals. Elliptic 
Integrals. 

With the above examples of types of functions whicli can be 
integrated by reduction to rational functions, we have practi- 
cally exhausted the list of functions which are integrable in 
terms of elementary functions. Attempts to express general 
integrals such as 



dx 

UiX -r . . . + 


J "\/ (0^0 “i~ “h • • • “f* 


^dx m terms of elementary functions have always ended 

X 

in failure; and in the nineteenth century it was finally proved 
that it is actually impossible to carry out these integrations in 
terms of elementary functions. 

If, therefore, the object of the integral calculus were to inte- 
grate functions in terms of elementary functions, we should 
have come to a definite halt. But such a restricted object has 
no intrinsic justification; indeed, it is of a somewhat artificial 
nature. We know that the integral of every continuous function 
exists and is itself a continuous function of the upper limit, and 
this fact has nothing to do with the question whether the integral 
can be expressed in terms of elementary functions or not. The 
distinguishing features of the elementary functions are based on 
the fact that their properties are easily recognized, that their ap- 
plication to numerical problems is often facilitated by convenient 
tables or, as in the case of the rational functions, that they can 
easily be calculated with as great a degree of accuracy as we please. 
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Where the integral of a function cannot be expressed by 
means of functions with which we are alreadj acquainted, there 
is nothing to hinder us from introducing this integral as a new 
higher ” function in analysis, which really means no more than 
giving it a name. Whether the introduction of such a new func- 
tion is convenient or not depends on the properties which it 
possesses, the frequency with which it occurs, and the ease with 
which it can be manipulated in theory and in practice. In this 
sense the process of integration therefore forms a basis for the 
generation of new functions. 

After all, we are already acquainted with this principle 
from our dealings with the elementary functions. Thus we found 
ourselves obliged (p. 167) to introduce the previously unknown 
integral of I/oj as a new function, which we called the logarithm 
and whose properties we could easily determine. We could have 
introduced the trigonometric functions in a similar way, making 
use only of the rational functions, the process of integration, 
and the process of inversion. For this purpose we need only take 
one or other of the equations 

, f"" dt . dt 

arc tan a; =/ ^ — : — ;; or arcsmir = 


as the definition of the function arc tana; or arc sin a; respectively, 
in order to arrive at the trigonometric functions by inversion. 
By this process the definition of these functions is separated 
from geometry, but we are naturally left with the task of develop- 
ing their properties, also independently of g€ometry^'''• 

The first and most important example which leads us beyond 
the region of elementary functions is given by the elliptic integrals. 
These are integrals in which the integrand is formed in a rational 
way from the variable of integration and the square root of an 
expression of the third or fourth degree. Among these integrals 


the function ^ 

u{s) = f - 

*' n \ 


dx 


turns out to be of particular importance. Its inverse function 
plays a correspondingly important part. In particular, for 


* We shall not go into the development of these ideas here. The essential 
step is to prove the addition theorems for the inverse functions, i.e. for the 
sine and the tangent. 
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k = 0 we obtain u{s) = arcsina; and s(u) == sin^ respectively. 
Tlie function s(u) has been as thoroughly examined and tabu- 
lated as the elementary functions. This, however, leads us 
away from the line of the present discussion and into the realm 
of the so-called elliptic functions, which occupy a central position 
in the theory of functions of a complex variable. 

Here we shall merely remark that the name elliptic inte- 
gral ” arises from the fact that such integrals enter into the 
problem of determining the length of an arc of an ellipse. 
(Cf. Chap. V, p. 289.) 

We may further point out that integrals which at first sight have 
quite a different appearance turn out after a simple substitution to be 
elliptic integrals. As an example, the integral 

/ dx 

V (cos a — cos x) 


is transformed by means of the substitution u = cos - into the integral 

z 

du 


-W2 f -= 

J va- 


the integral 


%/(! - m2)(i _ W) 
dx 


f 


V (cos 2x) 


by means of the substitution u- sin a; becomes 

/ du 

V(l- 


cos a/2* 


and finally the integral f 

J V (1 — sin^ x) 

is transformed by the substitution w = sin a; into 

/ du 

V (1 — u^){l — kV) 


2. On Differentiation and Integration. 

Another remark on the relation between differentiation and 
integration may be inserted here. Differentiation may be 
considered a more elementary process than integration, since 
it does not lead us away from the domain of known functions. On 
the other hand, we must remember that the differentiability 
of an arbitrary contmuous function is by no means a foregone 
conclusion, but a very stringent additional assumption. We 
have, in fact, seen that there are contmuous functions which 
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are non-diiSereiitiablc at isolated points, and we may mention 
without proof that since Weierstrass’ time many examples have 
been constructed of continuous functions which do not possess 
a derivative anywhere at alL^ (There is therefore much less 
in the mathematical definition of continuity than simple intuition 
would lead us to suppose.) In contrast to this, even though in- 
tegration in terms of elementary functions is not always possible, 
in all circumstances we are certain at least that the intem'al of 
a continuous function exists. 

Taken all in all, we see that integration and difierentiatioii 
cannot be simply classified as more elementary and less elementary, 
but that from some points of view the one and from other points 
of view the other should be thought of as the more elementary. 

In so far as the concept of integral is concerned, we shall see 
in the next section that it is not closely bound up with the 
assumption that the integrand is continuous, but that it may be 
extended to wide classes of functions with discontinuities. 


8. Extension of the Concept op Integeal. I^^iproper 
Integrals 

1. Functions with Jump Discontinuities. 

In the first instance we see that there is.no difficulty in ex- 
tending the concept of integral to the y ^ 
case where the function to be in- 
tegrated has jump discontinuities at 
one or more points in the interval 

of integration. For we need only 

take the integral of the function as 0 
the sum of the integrals over the Fig- 4 -—The integral of a 

_ . T ^ • 1 • 1 j -L discontinuous function 

separate sub-intervals in wnicJi the 

function is continuous.f The integral then retains its intuitive 
meaning as an area (cf. fig. 4). 

* Cf. Titciiniarsh, The Th&ory of Fv/iwtions (Oxford, 1932), §§ 11*21— 11'23 
(pp. 350-354). 

t We should reaUy observe that in our previous definition of integral we 
took the interval as closed and the function as continuous in the closed interval. 
This gives us no trouble, since in each closed sub-interval we can extend the 
function so that it is continuous by taking for the value of the function at the 
end-point the limit of the function as x approaches the end-point from the 
interior of the interval. 




n ^ #■*. 

‘‘T '' 
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i:. FunctioEs with lEfinite DiscoEtinEities. 

It :s «vpt;V' ;.t EifiePrnt inatt^'r when the hinctioii has an infiiiite 
''I’.iT'j.uitv ii. t!ie interior of the interval or at one of its ends, 
in ".r >‘7 to fonnnktte the notion of integral in this case we 
iLtnidr/o^ a further l imi ting process. Before stating 
r:i- Lvneral definition we shall illustrate some of the possibilities 
r.*y n>“ans of examples. 


We ]‘e:in with the intecral 



where 7. is a pjsitive namber. The integrand 1 becomes infinite as 
-- ei, and we therefore eamiot extend the integral to the lower limit 0. 
We c:.in. however, try to find wEat happens when we take the integral 
fr the positive limit s to the limit 1, say, and finally let s tend to 0. 
Ai'-j.-.T.'iinj to the elementary rules of integration, we obtain, provided 


a ~ i, 


n 



«l-a 


)• 


We immediately recognize that the following possibilities occur: (1) a is 
gieiter than i; then as t the right-hand side tends to x: (2) a is 

less than 1; then the right-hand side tends to the limit 1,'(1 — a). In the 
second ease, theref^'jre, we shad simply take this limiting value as the 
integral between the limits 0 and 1. In the first case we shall say that 
the inregrai from 0 to 1 does n^jt exist. : ,3'; In the third ease, where 7=1, the 
intejrai wiil be equal to —logs and therefore as s 0 it approaches no 
liiiiit, but tends to x ; that is, the integral from 0 to 1 does not exist. 

Another example cf the extension of the integral of a function up to an 

infirite dhcontinuitv is dven bv the intesrrand We find that 

v{l — ac") 

f Id = arc sin (1 — s). 

j;3 V T 


If we let £ tend to 0, the right-hand side converges to a definite limit, 

/*^ dx 

we therefore call tMs the value of the integral / — : , 

- Jo V(l-x2) 

though the integrand becomes infinite at the point a: = 1. 


-.'2; 

even 


In order to extract a perfectly general concept from these 
examples, we notiee in tke first place that it clearlv makes no 
essential difierence whether the discontinuity of the integrand 
lies at the upper end or the lower end of the interval of in- 
tegration. We now mate the following statement: 
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If in an interval a ^ x ^ b the function f(x) is continuous 
tcith the single excepion of the end-'point b, we define / f (x) dx <25 

Ja 

the limit 

lim / f{x) dx 


— ivhere the point b — e approaches the eyid-point b from the in- 
terior of the interval — provided that such a limit exists. 

In tbis case we say that the improper integral / f (x) dx con- 

X a 

verges. If, however, no such limit exists, we say that the integral 
j f(x)dx does not exist or does not converge or that it diverges. 



An analogous definition holds for the case where the lower 
limit of the interval of integration, and not the upper, is the 
exceptional point. 

Even improper integrals can be interpreted as areas. In the first instance, 
of course, there is no sense in speaking of the area of a region which extends 
to infinity; yet one may attempt to define such an area by means of a passage 
to the limit from a bounded region with a finite area. For example, the 
above results for the function hnply that the area bounded by the 
a; -axis, the line a; = 1, the line cc = s, and the curve y = 1/af- tends to a 
finite limit as s -> 0, provided that a < 1, and that it tends to infinity if 
a ^ 1. This fact may be simply expressed as follows: the area between 
the a:-axis, the y-axis, the curve, and the line a; = 1 is finite or iofinito 
according as a < 1 or a ^ 1. 

Intuition can, of course, give us no precise information about the 
finiteness or infiniteness of the area of a region stretching to infinity. Of 
such a region we can only say that the more closely its sides approach one 
another the more likely it is to have a finite area. In this sense fig. 5 ilLus- 
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the iz::z t!:at for a < 1 the area under our curve remains finite, 
for I it is iniinite. 


Iii Older to find out vrliether a function /(a?) ivMcE lias an in- 
lirJto diseontiiiuity at tte point x = b can be integrated up to 
b, T';e can often save ourselves a special investigation by using 
tie following criterion: 

Let the function f(x} be positive * in the interval a 

and let lim / (r) = x . Then the integral f f{x) dx converges if the 

exist both a positive number p. less than 1, and a fixed number 
M independent of such that everywhere in the interval 

a ^x<b the inequality /(a-) ^ is true: in other words, 

if at the point x = h the function f (x) becomes infinite of a lowei 
order than the first. On the other hand, the integral diverges, 
if there exist both a number ^ 1 and a fixed number N, such 
that evertwrhere in the interval a'^x <b the inequality 

f{x) ^ ^ — is true; in other words, if at the pomt x = b 

(o ~ a:)-’ 

the fimctmn f fx) becomes infin ite of the first order at least. 

The proof follows almost immediately by comparison with 
the xery simple special case discussed above. In order to prove 
the first part of the theorem we observe that for 0 < e < 6 ~ a 
we have 

,6-. jj 




As €- 


■ 0 the integral on the right, which is obtained from the 
integral (p. 128) by a simple change of notation, has a limit, 
and therefore remains bounded. Moreover, the values of 


/ 


f(x)ix increase monotonically as €->-0; since they are also 

bounded, they must possess a limit, and the integral J f(x)dx 
therefore converges. ^ 

The parallel proof of the second part of the theorem is left 
as an exercise for the reader. 


♦ In the Appendix to Cliap. Till (p. 418) we sfiaJl see that tMs restriction 
of sign can eadly be removed. 
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We likewise see at once that exactly analogous theorems hold 
where the loiver limit of the integral is a point of infinite dis- 
continuity. If a point of infinite discontinuity lies in the interior 
of the interval of integration, we merely use this point to 
di\dde the interval into two sub-intervals and then apply the 
above considerations to each of these separately. 

As a further example we consider the elliptic integral 

f' < 1 ). 

Jo V(l- 

From the identity 1 — = (1 — a:)(l -f a?) we see at once that as a; 1 

the integrand becomes infinite only of order i, "whence it follows that the 
improper integral exists. 


3. Infinite Interval of Integration. 

Another important extension of the concept of integral 
consists in taking one of the limits of integration as infinite. 
In order to make this extension precise, we introduce the 
following notation: if the integral 

/ f{3:)dx, 

where a is fixed, tends to a definite limit when A increases posi- 
tively beyond all bounds, we denote the limit by 

f f{x)dx, 

v'a 


and call it the integral from u to 00 of the function f{x). Of 
course such an integral does not necessarily exist or, as we often 
say, converge. 


Simple examples of the various possibilities are again yielded by the 
fnnctions f(x) = 1 /a^. 







Here we see that, if we again exclude the case a = 1, the integral to infinity 
exists for the case a > 1, and in fact 



1 


a- T 


on the . contrary, when a < 1 the integral no longer exists. For the 
case a = 1 the integral again clearly fails to exist, since logo: tends to in- 
finity as X does. We see, therefore, that with regard to integration over an 
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inrlnite iriti-rval iht i .r'* do not behave in the same way as for 

inrejrri'’;' .n an to tb/ orijic. This statement also is made plausible hj a 
''it :ij. o. F'jr we st^e that the larger y. is, the more closely do the 
ijraw in to'.vards the ;r-axis when x is large, so that we can readily 
the area iinder consideration tends to a definite limit for 
ientiy larae viiues of y. 

ig criterion for the existence of an integral with 
R!i iid'irite limit is often useful. We again assume that for siiffi.- 
cienily large values of x. say for x ^ a, the integrand has always 
same sign, which without loss of generality we can choose 
to positive.^ Then we have the following statement: 

The integral / I {x)dxcorti'erges if the function i{x) vmiishes at 

if\ni(itg to a higher order than the first, that is, if there is a number 
v > I such that for all values of x, no matter how large, the 

relation 0 <f{x) ^ is true, where Ji is a fixed number inde- 

X" 

pendent of x. Again, the integral diverges if the function remains 
positive and vanishes at infinity to an order not higher than ike 
first, that is, if there is a fixed number N > 0 such that xf(x) ^ N. 

The proof of these criteria, which runs exactly parallel to 
the previous argument, can be left to the reader. 

f —dx{a > 0). The integrand 

s ^ 

vanishes at infinity to the second order. As a matter of fact, we see at 

r l 11 

__ dic — , and therefore 

_ ar a A 



Another equally simple example is 

-i-- dx = Mm (arc tan A — arc tan 0) = 

4. The Gamma Function, 

A further example of particular importance in analysis is 
ofiered by the so-called gamma function 

= e~^x^’'^dx (n > 0 ). 

•As we Bhall see in the Appendix to Chap. Vm (p. 418), this restriction 

of sign can easily ^ 
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Here also the criterion of convergence is satisfied; e.g. if we 
choose V — 2, we have limx’' . = 0, since the expo- 

3C— >00 

neEtial function e~‘^ tends to zero to a higher order than any 
power 1/x^ (m > 0). This gamma function, which we can think 
of as a function of the number n (not necessarily an integer), 
satisfies a remarkable relation, which we can arrive at in the 
following way by integration by parts. To begin with, we have 

+ {n — 


If we take this formula between the limits 0 and A and then 
let A increase beyond all bounds, we immediately obtain 

r(n) {n — 1) f e~^x^~^dx = (n— l)r(?i — 1 ), 

*/ 0 

and by this recurrence formula, provided /x is an integer and 

0 < ft < n, 

r(>i) = (n — 1) (n — 2) {n — fi) f e''^x^^^~‘'^dx. 

In particular, if n is a positive integer, we have 

T(n) = {n — l)(n — 2) d .2 A f e~'^dx, 

Jq 


and since 

it follows finally that 



r{^) ={n- l){n -2)... 2 A =={71 -1)1 


This expression of a factorial by an integral is of importance 
in many applications. 


X QO ^QO 

dx, I dx 
*'0 

also converge, as we may easily convince ourselves by means of our 
criterion. 


5. The Dirichlet Integral. 

A convergent integral, important in many applications, 
whose convergence does not foUow directly from our criterion, 
and which is a simple case of a type investigated by Dirichlet, is 

Jo X 
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This inteirrai is easily seen to be convergent if the upper limit 
is rinite. fur -> 1 as a: -> 0. Its convergence in the infinite 

X 

inr^-rval is due to the periodic change of sign of the integrand, 
wl'iieii eaiisrs the contributions to the integral from neighbour- 
ing ii^tervals of length 77 almost to cancel one another. In order 
£-0 inahe use of this fact we wTite the expression 


-h X 


in the form 

^AB ■ 


L-l .T 




sin 2 * 

X 


smx 


dx ■ 


'sinif 


'A-rr t 


dt. 


introduce in the last of the three integrals on the right the new 
variable x = t — tt, whence sini = — sina\ and obtain 


D 


AB ■ 


■j: 


.A-z 


sma- 


dx ■ 




-j: 


sin a 


dx ■ 


-L 


Sin a 


A X-r 77 


dx. 


Addition of this to the original expression for gives us 


j^A z jjTnYi g jjQ_ ^ 


X 


-da 




sma 


X ' dA x{x -r- 7 t) 
From this it follows, if we assume that B > A > 0 , that 

^^dx 


dx. 


k i 


‘I 77 ^ f da 


for we may use the method of p. 127, observing that 
^ 1 ^ sina ^ 1 
a X “a 


and 


1 ^ sina ^ 1 
a- ~ a (a -r w) a- 


for positive values of a. The integral on the right is conver- 
gent, by our criterion, and our formula shows that -> 0 

as .4 and B both tend to infinity. Now 


■®0B -^0^ — ^AB y 

and it follows from Cauchy "*5 convergence test that Dq^ tends 
to a definite limit as j8--> co. In other words, the inte^gral I 
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exists. Another proof of this is given in the Appendix to Chap. 
VIII (p. 418), and on p. 450 we shall farther show that I has the 
value 77 / 2 . 

6. Suhstitution. 

It is obvious that all rules for the substitution of new variables, 
Ac., remain valid for convergent improper integrals. As an 

example, in order to calculate J xe'~^^dx we introduce the new 
variable u = and obtain ^ 

f dx—^f e^^du—^m - (1 — e''^) = 

Jo 2 J 0 2 

Another example of the use of substitution in the investigation 
of improper integrals is given by the Fresnel integrals, which 
occur in the theory of diffraction of light: 

-CO 

Ft= sin (x^) dx, i’g = / (^“) 

Jo Jo 

The substitution x^ = u yields 

i/-siM r 1 

‘ iJt -v/a SJo V» 

Integrating by parts, we have 

r-^sinw , cos A cosB ^cosu 

L 7^ v3~ 

As A and B tend to 00 the first two terms on the right tend to 
0, and by the criterion of p. 250 the integral also tends to 0. 
Hence by the same argument as for the Dirichlet integral we see 
that the integral converges. The convergence of the integral 
F 2 IS proved in exactly the same way. 

These Fresnel integrals show that an improper integral may 
exist even although the integrand does not tend to zero as x-^ 00 . 
In fact, an improper integral can exist even when the integrand 
is unbounded, as is shown by the example 


/ 2^^cos(t^^)^u. 
When = nir, i.e. when u= Vnn, n = 


0, 1, 2, , the in- 
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t*: 2 niri(l tl\ /f7reos?27r= ±2Vn77, so tLat tlie integrand 

i- ;:ii bounded. By the substitution ifi== x, however, the integral 

!£ reduced to 



cos (a:-) dx^ 


which we have just shown to be convergent. 

By means of a substitution an improper integral may often 
be transformed into a proper one. For example, the transfor- 
mation X = sin u gives 


ix 

*^0 y\l — xr) 



On the other hand, inte.grais of continuous functions may be 
transformed into improper integrals; this occurs if the trans- 
formation u = i (x) is such that at the end of the interval of 
integration the derivative 6'(x) vanishes, so that dx/du is infinite. 


Examples 

Test the convergence of the improper integrals in Ex. 1-11: 

dx ^ dx 

''X 

dx 


dx r* ax 

-Z J-l 

. f-j ^ 0. f- 

i-, Jij 1 


COS a: 


6 . I 


dx 


Ja ^ ^ ^ - ffi) (2: - a.) “ «c) - G4)' 

ail ditferent and lie between A and B, 


where 


f ^ arc tan x 

8. f 

Jq 1 ~ a:- 

Jo 


T'*' 

r / i\"] 

12.* Prove that / sin- 

\ 7: [x-^ -j dr do 


L ^ r-'J 

13.* Prove that lim j 

^r— > * Ji 

r _ 0 

0 1 - 

14. For what values of 

^—1 

8 is (a) c 

gent? 

Jq 1 t- a: 


arc tana; 


r* arc t« 

i TdU 


11. 


15.* Does f dt converge? 

Jq 1 4 * t 
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16.* (a) If a is a fixed positive number, prove that 


2S5 


lim 




+ a:- 


.dx= t:. 


(b) If fix) is continuous in the interval — 1 ^ a; ^ 1, prove that 
h 


lim 

A_^0 1 -{- 


■ f{x)dx= 


Miscellakeotjs Exai^eples 
Evaluate the integrals in Ex. 1-7: 

garc 


2. J sin^ X cos^ X dx. (By a shorter method than that of the text, 
using trigonometrical identities.) 

3. Jdogxfdx. 4. o. /. 


f Vl — e-^dz. 




8. * Prove that lim / e^^dt= 0. 

X — ^ X Jq 

9. Assuming that ] a ( 4= | p |, prove that 

1 

lim — / sin olx sin Bx dx = 0 . 
T-^xTJo 

/ I ^ 

cos 2a; dx. 


1 Q 

11.* Prove that the substitution x = ^ where aS — yP 4= 0, 

transforms the integral ^ 


I; 


dx 


V ax^ + ba^ cx^ dx -i- e 
into an integral of similar type; and that if the biquadratie 
ax^ ba?' cx^ dx ^ e 

has no repeated factors, neither has the new biquadratic in t which takes 
its place. 

Prove that the same statements are true for 

J R{x, V ax^ + 6a;® 4“ “T da; -p e)dx^ 
where jR is a rational function. 
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■ 2n 

1 

{n - 1)2 

I 11* 1 

14. * FroTe tliat lim . , = — 

15. * If a is any real number greater than —1, evaluate 

.. 1 ^ -f 2 =^ -f 3 ''^ 4- . . . -f n°- 

Inn — ^ ; _j ! . 


i2. Fini the Hmit as -> X' of 

rt -F 1 + 2 

IS.* Find the Hmit of 

1 i 1 . . 

\ ft- — 0 ^2 — 1 \‘‘n“ — 4 “ 


Appendix to Chapter IV 

The Second ]^Iean Value Theoeem op the Integral 
Calculus 

TEe method of integration by parts affords us an easy method 
for proving an important theorem on the estimation of integrals, 
usually eaUed the second mean value theorem of the integral 
calculus. 

Let us suppose that the function (j> {x) is monotonic and con- 
tinuous in the interval a ^ and that the derivative (f>'{x) 

is continuous; and let us further suppose that/(x) is an arbitrary 
function continuous in the same interA’al. Then the second mean 
value theorem of the integral calculus is expressed as follows. 
There exists a number i, such that a ^ | ^ 6, for which 

jj{x)j>(x)ix = tf> (a) fj{x)dx i- <f>{b) f{^)dx. 

To prove this we notice first that we can assume that 

\ = 0; for replacing 6{x) by ^(x) — <f>{b) changes both sides 
of the equation by the same amount, and gives us a function 
which vanishes at x = 6. Moreover, we can assume that 
jia) > 0; for if <fi{a) < 0 we need only replace (f>{x) by — 
which changes the sign of both sides of the equation. (The case 
^(a) = 0 is trivial; for if both and <f>{b) vanish, <f>{x) must be 
identically mm, and out equation Womes 0 = 0.) We therefore 






We now put F{x) — J f{x)dx and apply the formula for 

integration by parts to the left-hand side of the last equation; 
we then have 

/ /(^) ^ (^) dx^ F (x) 4> (x) 

Ja 

The integrated part vanishes, since F(a) and ^(6) are zero. The 
expression —(j>'{x) is everywhere positive, so that we can apply 
the first mean value theorem of the integral calculus. We thus 
find that the integral on the right has the value 

But 

= / f(^)dx and J (— (f)'(x)}dx= (f>{a) -- cj>{b)— 6{a), 

and our theorem is established. 

This theorem can be extended (although we shall not carry 
out the proof) to more general classes of functions. For the theorem 
remains true for all continuous monotonic functions cj>{x), whether 
they have derivatives or not. In fact, it is true for any discon- 
tinuous monotonic function for which we are in a position to 
integrate f{x) cj) (x). 


(E7fi8> 


IS 



CHAPTER V 


Applications 

In tliis chapter^ after disposing of a few preliminaries; we 
shall illustrate how what we have now learned may be applied 
in a great variety of ways in geometry and physics. 

1. Eepresextatiox of Curves 
1. Parametric Representation. 

As we saw in Chap. I (p. 17), in representing a curve by means 
of an equation y^f{x) we must always restrict ourselves to a 
single- valued branch. Hence it is often more convenient — when 
we are dealing with a closed curve, in particular — ^to introduce 
other anahwical methods of representation. The most general 
and at the same time the most useful representation of a curve 
is parametric representation. Instead of considering one of the 
rectangular co-ordinates as a function of the other, we think of 
bfjth the co-ordinates x and y as functions of a third independent 
rariable. a so-called param eter', the point with the co-ordinates 
X and y then describes the curve as t traverses a definite interval. 
Such paranietrie representations have already been encountered. 
For example, for the circle x- -f we obtain a parametric 

representation in the form a? = a cos^, y = asmL Here, as we 
already know, t has the geometrical meaning of an angle at the 
centre of the circle. For the ellipse cc-/a“ — = 1 we like- 

wise have the parametric representation x = a cosi, y=b sin^, 
where t is the so-called eccentric angle, that is, the angle at 
tie centre corresponding to the point of the circumscribed circle 
Mng vertically above or below the point P(a cost, bsint) of 
the eEipse (fig. 1). In both these cases the point with the co- 
ordinates J, y de»?ribes the complete circle or ellipse as the 
parameter t traverses the interval from 0 to 2n. 
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In general, we can seek to represent a curve parametrically 
by taking 


that is, by considering two functions of a parameter t\ the shorter 
notation x[t) and y{t) will henceforth be used where there is no 
danger of confusion. For a given curve these two functions 
^{t) and ijjit) must be determined in such a way that the totality 
of pairs of functional values x{t) and y{t) corresponding to a given 
interval of values of t gives all the points on the curve and no 
points that are not on the curve. If a curve is in the first 
instance given in the form 
y==f(x), we can arrive at a 
representation of this kind by 
first writing x = where 

i(t) is any continuous mono- 
tonic function which in a 
definite interval passes exactly 
once through each of the values 
of X in question; it then follows 
that y=f{<l>{i)}, that is, the 
second function is deter- 
mined by compounding/ and 
We thus see that owing to the 
arbitrariness in the choice of the function ^ we have a great 
deal of freedom in representing a given curve parametrically; 
iu particular, we may actually take t—x and may thus think 
of the original representation y=:f{x) as a parametric repre- 
sentation with the parameter t—x. 

The advantage of the parametric representation is that this arbitrari- 
ness may be utilized for purposes of simplification. For example, we repre- 
sent the curve y= by t akin g x= so that o{t) = 

^t) = The point with the co-ordinates x, y will then describe the whole 
curve (semieubical parabola) as t varies from ~ 00 to co . 

If, on the other hand, a curve is originally given by a para- 
metric representation x = ^{t), y— and we wish to obtain 
fche equation of the curve in non-parametric form, that is, in the 
form y=f{x), we have only to eliminate the parameter t from 
the two equations. In the case of the parametric representations 
of the circle and ellipse given above we can do this at once by 
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'V !.c ;ir;d th:^ equation — cos-^ = L (For a further 
i;>t‘lov .'. j In .ueneraL we should hat’e to find an expres- 
s:t>L iV.T f from tiie equation x= Sit) by means of the inverse 
i .le.-rics!: ! -= ami substitute this in ^ in order to 

rA:u:ii rile repivs»uitation * }/ = if;[<^{x)} = f(x). In such an 
ehniiiijirion. of course, we must ordinarily restrict ourselves to 
a porcini, of the curve; in fact, to a portion which is not cut 
tv^iee by any line parallel to the y-axis. 

Tile parametric representation has associated with it a de- 
finite sense in which the curve is described, corresponding to the 
direction in which the values of the parameter increase; this 
direction we shall call the positive sense. If, for example, the 
point 2 = xii), y ~ y{t) describes a curve C as t traverses an 
interval ^ = k end-points Pq and P^ of the curve 

eonvspond respectively to and then the curve is traversed 
positively in the direction from Pq to P^. If we introduce t = —t 
as a new parameter, the curve C will correspond to the values 
— -q g r ^ —(q of the variable t, and the points Pq and P^ 
will correspond to r == —to respectively. If we 

now trai'erse the curve from Pq to P^ we proceed in the direction 
in which the values of the parameter r decrease, that is, in the 
negative sense. In general, a change of parameter t—t{r) pre- 
serves the sense in which the curve is described if the function 
hr) is nionotonic increasing, but reverses it if the function t{r) 
is monotonic decreasing. 

fi. Interpretation of the Parameter. Change of Parameter. 

In many cases we can give an immediate physical interpre- 
tation to the parameter L namely, time. Any motion of a point 
in the plane may be expressed mathematically by the fact that 
the co-ordinates x and y appear as functions of the time. These 
two fiinetions therefore determine the motion along a path or 
tmjidory in parametric form. 

As an example of this we have the cycloids which arise when a circle 
roil-s along a straight line or another circle. Here we limit ourselves to 
the Eimplest case, in which a circle of radius a rolls along the x-axis, and 

It may happen, however, that the equation y = f{x) obtained in this way 
repre^c'iits mwt than the original parametric representation. Thus for example 
the equations x a sin q y - ^ sin t represent only the Unite portion of the 
line !/ = bxa lying between the points x~ —a^y- —6 and x ~ a, y ^ b, 
whereas the eqaation y « 6x a represents the whole of the line. 
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we consider a point on its circumference. This point then describes a 
“ common ” cycloid. If we choose the origin of the co-ordinate system 
and the initial time in such a way that for time t == 0 the corresponding 
point of the curve coincides with the origin, w^e obtain (cf. fig. 2) the 
parametric representation 

x= a{t— shxt); y = a{l — cost) 

for the cycloid; here t denotes the angle through which the circle has 
turned from its original position; in the case w'here the velocity of 
rolling is uniform it is proportional to the time. 



By eliminating the parameter t we can obtain the equation of the curve 
in non-parametric form, at the cost, however, of neatness of expression. 
We have 


cost = 
and hence 


I ? t = arc cos ^ sint = i ^ — * 

a a V I I 


a; = a arc cos 


a — y 


V{(2a~2/)y}, 


thus obtaining x as a function of y. 


In the parametric representation of a given curve we have a 
great deal of freedom in the choice of parameter (p. 259). For 
example, instead of the time t we could take the quantity 
T — t^ as parameter, or indeed any arbitrary quantity r which 
is related to the origiaal parameter t by an arbitrary equation 
of the form r = co(^), where we assume that for the whole interval 
of values of t considered this function has a unique inverse t = k(t). 
If increasing values of r correspond to mcreasing values of t, 
the positive sense of description remains the same; otherwise 
it is reversed. 

Parametric representation is, of course, not limited to rect- 
angular co-ordinates, e.g. it can just as well be used with the 
polar co-ordinates r and 0, which are connected with the rect- 
angular co-ordinates by the well-known equations x = - 
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r >;!: or oj- — y-j. sirt0== ?y;''?*. cos6=xh^; the equations 
ui i::Lrve woul'i then be r = rit), 6 = d{t). 


A< ,'in example, the straia^iit line may be represented parametrical iy 
, (see fig. 3) in the form 



r = -I-. 6 = a 4- < 

cost 

(p and a being constants), from which we 
immediately obtain the equation of the 
line in polar co-ordinates, 

P 

r = £ , 

cos (6 — a) 

by eliminating the parameter L 


3. The Derivatives for a Curve Eepresented Parametrically. 

li on the one hand a curve is given hv an equation y =f(x), 
and on the other hand it is given parametricallv by a:;== xfiJ), 
then we must have y{t)=f{x{t)y By the chain 
rule for difierentiation it follows that 

dy _ dy dx 
dt dx dt 


or 


y = 


dx X 


where as an abbreviation for difierentiation with respect to the 
parameter t we use a dot over the variable (Newton’s notation), 
instead of the dash the latter we shall reserve for difierem 
tiation with respect to x. 


For the cycloid, for example, we have 


i = a(l — cosf) = 2a sin- 

y = a smi == 2a sm - cos 
2 2 

‘ formulae show that the cycloid has a cusp with a vertical tangent 
at the pK^ints f = 0, ... at which it meets the a:-axis, for on 

approaching these points the derivative y' = y/i =s= cot (^2) becomes 
iatlnlte. At th«» points y is equal to 0; everywhere else y > 0. 
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Tlie equation of the tangent to the curve is 

ii—x)y— {7]^y)x= 0 , 

^here ^ and 7 ] are the “ current ” co-ordinates, that is, the 
variable co-ordinates corresponding to an arbitrary point on the 
tangent. For the equation of the normal, i.e. the straight line 
through a point of the curve perpendicular to the tangent at 
that point, we hkewise obtain 

{i--x)x+ {r] — y)y^0. 

The directio?i cosines of the tangent, that is, the cosines of the 
angles a, ^ which the tangent makes with the x and y axes 
respectively, are given by the expressions 






as we may verify by elementary methods. The corresponding 
direction cosines of the normal are given by 




(See fig. 4.) 

These formulae show us that at every point at which x and y 
are continuous and + ^/^ ={= 0 the direction of the tangent 
varies continuously with t. This is 
the most important case for us; it 
is interesting, however, to illustrate 
by examples the various possibilities 
that arise when our assumptions are 
not fulfilled and we cannot state 
directly that the tangent keeps on 
turning continuously. At a point at 
which x — y=Q the tangent may 
or may not turn continuously. 

As one example we have the curve 

.. _/2 QQ Fig. 4. —Direction cosines of the 

I , y — I aiscussea on pp. yy, tangent and the normal 

259, which has a cusp at the origin 

even though x and y are continuous everywhere. As 
another example we consider the curve cc == y:=::tP, which is 

the straight line y = x. This curve has the same tangent direc- 
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tii.H ♦^v>.cy7;lp'3re: xbe iatT'er is therefore continuons, aitlioiigh 
tb'* 'I^^’ivatives i and fj both Vtinish for ^ = 0. hloreover, at a 
ir'oiiA at A'Licii i* and y are discontinuous the dueetion of the 
may or may not be continuous. For let chit) be any 
iiJtous nioiiotoiiic increasing function, defined for h ^ f ^ 
which has a sharp corner at t == Then the curve 

X = f, y = Alt i. which is the same curve as z/ = has a sharp 
corner at x = L: while the curve x — 6(1), y = 6{t), which is a 
segment of the straight line a;,has a constant tangent direction, 
even though the derivatives x and y do not exist at t = This 
indicates that if we wish to investigate the behaviour of the 
tangent at a point where our theorem does not apply, we should 
hrst use the formidte to find cos a or cos^ as functions of t and 
then investigate these direction cosines themselves. 

From a weli-knowm formula in trigonometry or anahi:ical 
geomv^try we find that the angle between the two curves repre- 
sented parametrically by x~x^{t), y=^i(0 
y = ?/2 (f j respectivtdy (that is, the angle between their tangents 
or normals) is .given by the expression 


cos 3 = — 


. 

\ i*^T ~~ yi)\ {^'2“ ~T- y2“) 


The indeterniiiiacy of the signs of the square roots in the 
last few formulae suggests that the angles are not completely 
determined, since we can still specify either sense of direction on 
the tangent or normal as “ positive 'b Taking the square root 
as positive, as is usually done, corresponds to choosing for the 
positive direction on the tangent the direction in which the 
parameter increases, and for the positive direction on the normal 
the direction obtained by rotating the tangent through an angle 
Try2 in the positive ^ sense. 

The second derivative y” = ^ is obtained in the following 

ax- 

way by means of the chain rule and the rule for diSerentiating 

a quotient: 

^ - (f) I = 1 

dx it dx dt \x/ X d? x 


* Le. in the counter-clockwise sense. 
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4. Change of Axes for Curves Represented Parametrically. 

If we rotate the axes tJirougli an angle a in the positive direc- 
tion, the new rectangular co-ordinates t] and the old ones 
y are related by the equations 

X — ^ cos a — 07 sin a, ^ = x cos a — y sin a, 
y = ^ sin a -f- 77 cos a, 7} ~ —x sma y cos a. 

Thus the new co-ordinates ^ and rj are specified along with x and 
y as functions of the parameter t. By diferentiation we at once 
obtain 

X— cos a — 77 sin a, ^ = x cos a -f y sin a, 
y = ^ sin a + 77 cos a, 77 = — x sin a + cos a. 

Let us suppose that the curve is given in polar co-ordinates 
and that both polar co-ordinates and rectangular co-ordinates 
are given as functions of a parameter t. Then by diferentiation 
with respect to t we obtain from the equations x== r cos d, 
y = f sin 6 the formulae 

^ = r cos^ r sin^ . \ 

y = f sind -j- r cos 6.6, ^ 


which are frequently used in passing from rectangular co-or- 
dinates to polar. As an example we consider the polar equation 
of a curve, r=f(6), which might, for example, arise from a para- 
metric representation r = r{t), 6 = d(t) by elimination of the 
parameter t. The angle ijj between the radius vector to a point 
on the curve and the tangent to the curve at that point is 
then given by 


tan^ = 


m 

m' 


We can convince ourselves of this in the following way. If we 
think of the curve as given by an equation y = F{x) and use 6 
as parameter, so that ^ = 1 and r =f{6), we have 


tan a = = 


y 

X 


f I 

r — • r tan 6 
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'■ * •’ •' an-i ec’jiitior.s (n} above). In addition, tp — a — d, 

.C’€? 

— tail d r r tan- B r 

1 — _v^ tan 0 f—f ‘0 f 



Tliis forninla can also be established by geometrical methods. 

5. General Remarks. 

In discussing giren curves we sometimes consider properties 
wliich do not assert- aii}u:hing about the form of the curve 
itself, but merely something about the position of the curve 
with respect to the co-ordinate system; for example, the occur- 
rence of a horizontal tangent, expressed by the equation y = 0, 
or the occurrence of a vertical tangent, expressed by x = 0. 
Such properties do not persist when the axes are rotated. 

Ill contrast to this, a point of inflection will still be a point 
of inflection after the axes have been rotated. According to the 
formula on p, 265 the condition for a point of inflection is 

iy — xy=0. 

If on the left we replace the expressions x, y, x, y by their values 
in terms of the new co-ordinates tj, we readily obtain 

~ iv • 

Hence from the equation xy — xy==Oit follows that ~ = 0, 
so that our equation expresses a property of the point of the 
curve which is independent of the co-ordinate system. 

We shall often see later that properties which are truly 
geometrical are expressed by formulse which are unaltered in 
form by rotation of the axes. 
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Exaiviples 

1. Find the equation, in non-parametric form, of the curre 

a: = a cos20 cos0 
y — a cos 20 sin0. 

2. A circle c, of radius r, rolls on the outside of a fixed circle C of radius 
J?. The point P on the circumference of c moves with c, and describes a 
curve called the epicycloid. Find the parametric representation of the 
epicycloid (consider c to rotate with constant velocity, and measure time 
so that at ^ = 0 the point P is in contact with the circle C). 

3. Sketch the epicycloid for the special case r= R, and find its para- 
metric equations. (This particular epicycloid is called the cardioid.) 

4. If in Ex. 2 the radius r is less than R and c rolls inside C, the point 
P describes a hypocycloid. Find its parametric equations. 

5. Sketch the hypocycloid (a) for R = 2r, (b) for R ~ 3r. 

6. Sketch the hypocycloid for R — 4:r (the astroid) and find its non- 
parametric equation. 

7. Find the parametric equations for the curve a;® -f 2/® = {folium 
of Descartes), choosing as parameter t the tangent of the angle between 
the r-axis and the radius vector from the origin to the point {x, y). 

S. Show that the length of the tangent to the hypocycloid -r 
= intercepted between the two co-ordinate axes is constant. 

9. Show that the tangent and normal to the cycloid pass through the 
highest and lowest points of the rolling circle at each position. 

10. Find the formula for the angle a between two curves r = f(d) and 
r = p(0) in polar co-ordinates. 

11. Let C be a fixed curve and P a fixed point with co-ordinates Xq, y^. 
The pedal curve of C with respect to P is defined to be the locus of the foot 
of the perpendicular from P on the tangent to C, Find the parametric 
representation of the pedal of <7, if (7 is itseK given parametrically by 

12. Find the pedal curve of the circle C, (a) with respect to its centre M, 
(b) with respect to a point P on its circumference. 


2. Applications to the Theory of Plane Curves 

We shaU consider two different kinds of geometrical proper- 
ties or quantities associated with curves. The first type consists 
of properties or quantities which depend only on the hehitiour 
of the curve in the small, i.e. in the immediate neighbourhood of 
a point, and which can be expressed analytically by means of the 
derivative at the point. Properties of the second type depend on 
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;v!:n]e course of curve or of a portion of the curve, and are 
-•xiv.x',-'— a auahTiciidy bv means of the concept of integral We 
liaii begiPi by eonsilau-ing properties of the second type. 

L Orientation of Areas. 

The idea of area was our starting-point for the definition of 
the integral; but the connexion between definite integral and 
area is still somewhat incomplete. The areas with which we are 
coneerned in geometry are bounded by .given closed curves; on 

the other hand, the area measured by the integral f ^/(xjdx is 

,r, 

bounded only in part’ by the given curve y =/(x), the rest of the 
boundary consisting of lines which depend on the choice of the 
co-ordinate system. If we wished to determine the area interior 
to a closed curve, such as a circle or ellipse, by means of integrals 
of this type* we should have to use some such detfice as breaking 
up the area into several parts, each of which is bounded by a 
single-valued branch of the curve and also by the a:-axis and the 
corresponding ordinates. 

For the discussion oi this general case it is convenient first 
to make some remarks on the determination of the sign of the 
area considered. For any surface bounded by an arbitrary 
closed curve which does not intersect itself, we can relate the 
sign of the area to the purely geometrical idea of the sense in 
which the curve is described, according to the following con- 
vention. We say that the boundary of a region is described in 
the positive sense if we go round the boundary in such a direction 
that the interior of the region is on the left;* the opposite sense 
we call negative. If then we consider a region whose boundary 
is traversed in an assigned sense, a so-called oriented region, we 
reckon the area as positive if this sense is positive, and negative 
if this sense is negative (ef. fig. 6). 

Suppose, in part-icular, that in the interval a^x^h the 
function f{x) is everywhere positive. We consider the closed 
curve obtained by starting at the point x=b = y == 0, 
traversing the x-axis back to the point x = a = x^, y ~ 0, then 

* If we wist to EToid tte words “ right “ and “ left ’’ in such a context, 
we say that the triangle, whose vertices in order are the origin, the point a: = 1, 
y •” ic and the point x = 0, jf = 1, is described in the positive sense if the 
Tertices a» pass^ in the order mentioned. For every other region, we say 
that the bowndary is pcmtively described if it is described in the same sense 
m this triangle; otherwise it is negatively described. 
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proceeding along the ordinate to the curye y=f{x), then along 
this curve to the ordinate x=b, and finally along this ordinate 
to the r-axis (cf. fig. T). The absolute value of the area interior 
to this curve — ^the number of square units contained in it — is, 

as we know, J f(x)dx. Hence, denoting by the area with 

its sign as determined above, the integral gives us the value Aq^ 
except for sign. To determine the sign we need only observe 

n 




that the boundary of the region is traversed in the negative 
sense, so that ^01 is negative; hence we have 


Similarly, if a > 6, we find that according to our convention 
Aqi is positive, while the integral / f(x)dx is negative; hence 

0 a 

in either case Aq^ is given by the above equation. 

2. The General Formula for the Area as an Integral. 

After these preliminaries, the difficulties mentioned at the 
begiiming can now be avoided in a simple way by representing 
our curve parametrically. If we introduce t formally as a new 
independent variable in the above integral, writing x = x (t), 


where % and ti are the values of the parameter corresponding to 
the abscissa Xq= a and aq = 6 respectively. Here we suppose 
that the branch in question of the curve y ^f{x) is related to 
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ur: :!it-rval ^ = h ^7 corresf)ondeiice,^ that /(x) is 

very where po.sitive. and that- iff) never vanishes in this interval. 
As v;e have seen, oiir expression then gives ns the area of the 
n-iioi: bounded by the curve, the lines x = a and b, and 
tilt- v-axis. It is, of course, still subject to the disadvantages 
mentioned above. We shall now show that if the curve x = 
xii\, ^ is a closed curve bounding a region 

of area the area is given by an integral which in form 
is exactly the same as the preceding. 

Let us then consider a closed curve which is represented para- 
metrically by the equations x = x (t), y y {t), the curve being 



described just once as t describes the interval fo = = h- 

In order that the curve may be closed it is essential that 
and yitg) = We shall assume that the deri- 

vatives are continuous except for a finite number of jump-dis- 
continuities at most, and that — t/- is different from zero 
except perhaps at a finite number of points which may be 
corners f of the curve. 

We shall first consider a closed curve which has no corners 
and is convex and of such a type that no straight line intersects 
it ill more than two points. We denote by and Po the points 
at which the curve possesses a vertical tangent; these tangents 
are said to be “ lines of support ” at and Po respectively, 
because the points of the curve in the neighbourhood of P^ and 
Pg lie entirely on one side of the line. We can then (cf. fig. 8) 

* Le. is siicli that everv point of it corresponds to a single value of i in the 
interval and conversely. 

^ A ^continuous curve x = x{t ), ;/ = y{t) is said to have a corner at f * q if 
the pi-sitiTe direction of the tangent approaches a limit as {t — q) 0 through 
|.K^itive values, and approaches a limit as {t — q) 0 through negative values, 
but the two limits are not the same. 
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regard tte area bounded by the curve as the sum of the area Aj^ 
bounded by the closed curve formed as in the pre- 

ceding section, and the area A^^ bounded by the closed curve 
P^FJBAF^. Here we assume that the curve is described in 
the positive sense, as in the figure; by our sign convention - 4^2 
is then positive and A^i negative. We suppose that the point 
x{t), y(t) describes the upper part of the curve from F^ to F^ as 
t goes from Iq to r, and the lower part from F^ to as t goes from 
T to We then immediately obtain 

^i2=~r y{t)x{t)dt 

Ml 

and A21 = —J y{t) x {t) dt; 

bence, for the total area bounded by the convex curve, we have 

Ml 

A — — / y{t)x{t)dt. 

If we denote by absolute area ” of a region the number of 
square units contained in it — which is, of course, never negative 
— then the above expression always gives us the absolute area 
bounded by the curve, except perhaps for sign. In order to see 
what happens when we reverse the sense in which the curve is 
described, we simply take the same integral from to instead 
of from ^0 to our integral becomes 

— f y^dr, 

Jti 

which is equal to — A. We thus recognize the truth of the follow- 
ing statement: 

The area refresented by out formula is 'positive or negative^ 
according as the sense in which the boundary is described’ is positive 
Of negative.^ 

* In drawing the figure we have assumed that y > 0 for ah points of the 
curve. This really does not restrict the generality of the result. For if we dis- 
place the curve through a distance a parallel to the y-axis, without rotating it, 
in other words, replace y by y + a, the area is xmchanged; the value of the 
integral is likewise unaltered, for the above integral is replaced by 


and since the cuirve is closed 
rti . 


fti . 

J axdt ~ a{x{tj) - x(iQ)} = 0 , 
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T^ro sirniAe observations enable us to extend our results. 
F:r.-tiv, our lonriiila remains valid for closed curves wMcb do 
no: iut^-rseet themselves, even when they are not convex, but 
iuive a more .neiieral form as illustrated in fig. 9. Secondly, 
the derivatives may have jump discontinuities or may both 
vaiiisli at a finite number of points, which may represent 
coruers: according to Chap. lY, § 8, p. 245, the function yx 
remains integrable. (The ordinate to a corner-point is considered 
tcj be a line of support if the curve in the neighbourhood of the 
pediit lies entirely to one side of the ordinate). We assume that 
the curve lias only a finite number of lines of support., corre- 
spondiiig to the points Pi, Pg, . . . , P„, and we subdivide the 



curve into the single-valued branches P 1 P 2 ? • • • ? P«-iP«, PnPj. 
Then as in fig. 9 we obtain the area bounded by the curve 
in tie form A = Aj^ — -dog — ... -r n -inv (See 
fig. 9, which illustrates this for the case n = 6.) If we express 
each of these portions of area parametrically and combine 
the expressions into a single integral w'e find that the area 
boimded by the curve is given by the expression 



which as before has the same sign as the ser^e in which the 
boundary cun^e is traversed. 

Our foimiiia even gives us the area, in a certain sense, in the case where 
the curve intersects itself. But we shall not enter into such a discussion 
here: the reader may if he wishes turn to § 2 of the appendix to this chapter 
(p. 3111. 
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We can express otir formula for the area in a more elegant 
symmetrical form if we fcst transform the integral by integration 
by parts: 

[ yxdt^— xydt-\-xy 

to *'to 

Since the curve is closed, 

x{t^) = x{t^\ y{Q=.y{t^\ 

and therefore * 

A = — f yxdt = f xydt. 


If we form the arithmetic mean of the two expressions we obtain 
the symmetrical form 

1 

A = — (yx — xy)dt. 


3 . Remarks and an Example. 

In connexion with these expressions we must make a remark 
of a fundamental nature. Both the proof and the statement 
of the formulae depend on a particular system of rectangular 
co-ordinates. But the value of the area, a purely geometrical 
quantity, cannot depend on the particular co-ordinate system 
chosen. It is therefore important to show that oxlt integrals are 
unaltered in value by a change of co-ordinates. 

If the axes are merely displaced without rotation the integrals 
are clearly unaltered (see the footnote on p. 271 ). Let us then 
suppose that the axes are rotated through an angle a; instead 
of X and y we now have new variables ^ and 7?, defined by the 
equations x = i cos a — 07 sin a, y = a tj cos a, the new 
variables being also functions of the parameter t If we recall 
that x = i cos a — sina and ^ ^ sin a -f 17 cos a, a short 

calculation gives us yx — xy ~ ri^ — so that 

^ = — i — — irj)dt. 

* Instead of finding the second expression for the area bj integration by 
parts, we could have derived it by using the fact that as regards the definition 
of area the a:-axis and the ^-axis are interchangeable, except that the sense 
of rotation which brings the ^r-axis into the y-ax is in the shortest way is 
opposite to the sense which brings the y-axis into the x-axis in the shortest 
way. 


(e798) 


19 
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Tiiis ecraatioii expresses the fact that the area is mdependent 
01 me co-ordinate system. 

Oiir integral expression for the area is also independent of 
the choice of parameter. For suppose that we introduce a new 
parameter t by the equation r = r(t); we have 

dx ixdr dy__dydr 
it dr dt' dt dr dt^ 

so that 



where Tq and r^ are the initial and final values of the 
parameter, corresponding to the parametric values tQ and tj 
respectively.* 

As an example of the application of our formula for the area we con- 
sider the ellipse In order to find its area we take 

a 

the upper and lower halves of the ellipse separately and in this way 
express the area by the integral 

2 - V(a^-x^)dx. 


Ilf however, we use the parametric representation x = a cost, y- ^ 6 sint, 
we find immediately that the area is given by the expression 

) r sin^ i dt 
Jo 

This can be integrated as on p. 215; it has the value 


^ In this section we have based the definition of the area on the concept of 
lEtegral and have shown that this analytical definition has a truly geometrical 
character, since it yields a quantity independent of the co-ordinate system. 
It is* however, easy to give a direct geometrical definition of the area bounded 
by a closed curve which does not intersect itself, as follows: the area is the 
upper bound of the areas of all polygons lying interior to the curve. The proof 
that the two definitians are equivalent is quite simple, but will not be given 
ban* 
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4. Areas m Polar Co-ordinates. 

For many purposes it is important to be able to calculate 
areas using polar co-ordinates. Let r=f{d) be tie equation of 
a curve in polar co-ordinates. Let A{6) be the area of the region 
which is bounded by the a;-azis (that is, the line 6 == 0), the line 
through the origin making an angle 6 with the a;-axis, and the 
portion of the curve between 
these two lines. Then 


For if we consider the radius 
vector corresponding to the 
angle 9 and that correspond- 
ing to the angle 9 + M, and 
denote the smallest radius 
vector in this angular interval 
(cf. fig. 10) by Tq and the greatest by the sector lying 
between the radius vector 9 and the radius vector 9 — A9 
will have an area AA which lies between the bounds 
and Consequently 

1 , 2 < 



Fig. 10. — Element of area in polar co-ordinates 


and on passing to the limit as A9 ->■ 0, we obtain the relation 
given above. By the fundamental theorem of the integral cal- 
culus, the area of the sector between the polar angles a and jS 
is then given by the expression 



If jS > a, this expression cannot be less than zero. Since we 
readily see that as 9 increases the point with co-ordinates (/, 9) 
describes the boundary of the region in the positive sense, this 
is in agreement with our previous convention for sign. 

As an example, let ns consider the area hoimded by one loop of a lemnis- 
cate. The equation of the lemniscate (cf. p. 73) is r®— 2a^cos2d, and 

we obtain one loop by letting 0 vary from — - to This gives us the 
expression ^ ^ 

/•ir/4 

a® / cos 26 dQ 

*/-7r/4 
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i7r the rirea. Tina can be integrated at once by introducing the new vari- 
a’/.e = 2''J; we tind t!i;e value of the integral to be or. 

Length of a Curve. 

Another important geometrical concept associated with a 
curve leads to an integration. This is the leiigth of arc. 

We shall first explain geometrically how we are led to a 
definition of the len^gtL of an arbitrary curve. The elementary 
process of measuring a length consists of comparing the length 
to be measured with rectilinear standards of length. The sim- 
plest method is to apply our standard length to the curve, vdth 
its ends on the curve, and count the number of times that we 
have to repeat the process in order to pass from the beginning to 
the end of the curve: we can refine the method as required by 
iisins smaller and smaller standards of length. By analogy with 
this elementary intuitive idea, we set up the definition of the 
length of a curve in the following manner. We suppose that our 
curve is given by the equations x — x{t), y = y{t)j a ^ 
(This iiieliides curves in the form y==fix), since these can be 
written y=f{i), x= t,) In the interval between a and p we 
choose points tQ = a, , 1^= that order. The points 

on the curve corresponding to these values we join in order by 
line segments, thus obtaining part of a polygon inscribed in the 
curve; we now measure the perimeter of this polygon. This 
length will depend on the way in which the points or, as we 
may also say, the vertices of the polygon, are chosen. We now 
let the number of the points increase beyond all bounds, in 
such a way that the length of the longest sub-interval in the 
interval a ^ ^ S at the same time tends to 0; this makes the 
number of sides of our polygon increase without limit, while the 
length of the longest side tends to 0. The length of the curve 
is then defined to be the limit of the perimeters of these inscribed 
polygons, provided that such a limit does exist and is independent 
of the particular way in which the polygons are chosen. It is 
only when this assumption that the limit exists (assumption of 
redijiaUIity) is fulfilled that we can speak of the length of the 
curve. We shall soon see that very wide classes of curves can be 
proved be rectifiable. 

To expri^ the length analytically by an integral, in fact, we 
think of the curve as represented in the first instance by a function 
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1 / =f{x) with a continuous derivative y'. By the points a = 
x,, . . . 5 == ^ we divide up the interval a^x^b of the 

jr-axis, oX’Cr which our curve lies, into {n— 1 ) subdntervals of 
lengths . . . , In the curve we inscribe a polygon 

whose vertices lie vertically above these points. The total length 
of this inscribed polygon is given according to P}i}hagoras’ 
theorem (cf. fig. 11 ) by the expression 

tvw + - s‘^| 1 + (H)’} A*.. 

But by the mean value theorem of the diferential calculus the 
difierence quotient Ay^/Ax^ is equal to where is an 



intermediate value in the interval Ax^. If we now let 7i increase 
beyond all bounds and at the same time let the length of the 
longest sub-interval Ax^ tend to zero, then by the definition of 
integral our expression will tend to the limit 


Since this passage to the limit always leads us to the same result, 
namely, the integral, no matter how the subdivision of the interval 
is made, we have established the following theorem: 

Every curve j = f(x) for which the derivative f(x) is con- 
tinuous is a rectifiable curve, and its length between x = a and 
X == b (b ^ a) is given by the formula 

s(a,h) = + 
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Ir Dv ? we denot** tut of arc measured from an arbitrary 

f::ori poiAt to tLe point wirb abscissa x, tlie above equation 
:ne foiiowurj expression for tbe derivative of tie length 

oi ari; vv’tL respect to z: 

d.< 

j- = v{i + r-)- 

Our e.\-]ir-,-;oii for the length of arc is still subject to the 
sr'*'. :.!, anu aitincia* assimiption that the curve consists of one 
single-vai'ued branch above the x-asis. Parametric represen- 
tation frees us from this restriction. If a curve of the kind which 
we iiave been considering is given in parametric form bv the 
equations x= x{tj, y— y{t), then by introducing the parameter 
t in the above expression we obtain the parametric form of the 
length of arc 


where a and ^ are the values of t which correspond respectively 
to the points of the curve x = a and x=b. 

This parametric expression for the length of a curve has a 
consiuerable advantage over the previous form in that it is not 
restricted to shigle-valued branches of curves, represented 
b} the equation y — f(xf, but instead bolds for any arbitrary arcs 
oi carves, inciuding closed curves, pro\dded that the derivkives 
£ ar.-.i y are continuous along the arcs. 

We recogrdze this most ei sily if we go back again to the 
formula for the length of the inscribed polygon. We suppose 
that along the arc x and y are continuous. As in the definition, 
we subdivide the interval a g t g jS by points tg = a, 
ti. ....?„= 3, With the difierences At^. and use the corresponding 
points on the curve as vertices of an inscribed polygon; in the 
passage to the limit n -> x we assume that the greatest difference 

X tonds to 0. If we now write the length of the polygon in the 

fomi 


s V (Ar.* - Ay/) = iJ\ (^Y + ( AlA' I At , 

[\AtJ ^ \mJ j 


we see at once that this sum tends to the integral + f) dt; 

we need only recall the generalized method of formation of an 
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integral (cf. p. 133). If the curve is composed of several arcs of 
this type, which may join one another at corners, the expression 
for the length of the curve is simply the sum of the corresponding 
integrals. Collecting the results, we have the following statement: 

If in the interval a ^ t ^ ^ the functions x (t) and- j (t) are 
continuous and their derivatives x(t), j{t) are also continuous, 
except perhaps for a finite number of jump discontinuities, the 
arc of X (t), y = y (t) has a length given by the expression 

fV{x^-^f)dt, 

''a 


where this integral, if necessary, is to be taken as an improper 
integral in the sense of Chap. IV (p. 245). In virtue of this for- 
mula, in which a must be less than j8, there is a meaning in 
ascribing a negative length, given by the same formula, to an 
arc of a curve traversed in the direction in which the value of the 
parameter t decreases. The sign of the length of arc therefore 
depends on the choice of the parameter. If we introduce a new 
parametric expression for the same curve which does not re- 
verse the sense of description, that is, if we introduce a new para- 
meter by the equation r = t(^), where dr^dt > 0, we see a priori 
that our integral formula should give the same value no matter 
whether ^ or r is used as parameter; for the two integrals give 
the length of the same curve and must therefore be equal. This, 
however, may also be verified directly, for 





We now give the expression for the length of arc when the 
curve is expressed in polar co-ordinates. In the last expression 
we have only to substitute for x and y their values as given in 
formula (a) on p. 265 in order to obtain 


s(a, )S) = 


whence 
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If v;e now ciiincie over from tie parametric expression to the 
equation in the form r==fid), by introducing as parameter 
1=6 itself, so that = 1, we have the expression 

0,)^ f\\P^r^)de 

for tie length of arc. 


A simple example of the explicit calculation of the length of an arc is 

given hy the parabola y= i x-; for its length of arc we immediately obtain 

the integral 
becomes 




x/(l ^ x^)dx, which t^ith the substitution a;=sinh? 


r 

•'ar s 


eGsh“li^?U== 


\L 


■ar sinh b 

at 

'ar sinh a 


cosh2M)cftt=~ sinhte cosh^a ! 


ar sinh b 


isr sinh a 


80 that the length of arc of the parabola between the abscissse x = a and 
a: = 5 is given by the expression 

^(a, S') = ' “ {ar sinh 5 -r h V (1 -f — ar sinh a ~ aV (1 


For the catenary y = cosh a: we find that 

fh 

s{a,h)^ I vUj'rsmh^x)dx= I cosharda;, or 5(ff, 5) = smh5— sinha. 
da da 


Finally, let it be noted that in many cases it is convenient 
to introduce as parameter the length of arc reckoned from some 
fixed point on the curve, that is, to take x{s) and 
y = y is). Poirits of the curve on opposite sides of Pq will cor- 
respond to values of s with opposite signs. In this case we have 



whence by differentiation 

XX A- yy = 0; 

these two relations find frequent application, 

6. CtOTalnre of a Curve. 

The area and the length of arc of a curve depend on the 
complete coiuse of the curve. We now insert a discus- 
sion of a concept which has reference only to the behaviour of 
a curve in the neighbourhood of a point, namely, the curvature. 
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If we think of the curve as described uniformly in the posi- 
tive sense, in such a way that equal lengths of arc are passed 
over in equal periods of time, the direction of the curve will 
vary at a definite rate, which we take as a measure of the curva- 
ture of the curve. If, therefore, we denote the angle between 
the positive direction of the tangent (p. 264 ) and the positive 
r-axis by a, and if we think of a as a function of the length of 
arc s, we shall define the curvature h at the point corresponding 
to the length of arc s by the equation h = dajds. We know that 
a = arc tan 2/', and hence by the chain rule 

da da , ds y'* 1 

ds dx ‘ dx 1 + ’ ^^/(l -f- y'-) 

(where the positive sign of the square root means that increasing 
values of x correspond to increasing values of 5). The curvature 
is consequently given by the expression 

y” 

(1 + 2/'-)^ 

Using the parametric formulse for y' and y'" we obtain the 
following simple expression for the curvature of a curve repre- 
sented parametrically: 

7 xij — yx 
{x^ + 

which, of course, can also be found directly from the equation 

a = arc tan - = arc cot ? . 

X y 

In contrast with the previous expression, which is dependent on 
the equation y — f(x) and consequently involves a special 
assumption about the position of the arc with respect to the 
2;-axis, the parametric expression for the curvature holds for aU 
arcs along which x, y, x^ and y are continuous functions of t and 
4= 0 . In particular, it holds for points where cc = 0 , 
i.e. where dyjdx becomes infinite. 

If we introduce the length of arc s as parameter and recall 
that y^= I and xx + yy = 0, we have 

k—xy — yx =y(x-{-y\ 
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We tiiiis obtain a particularly simple expression for tiie curva- 

t“:re. 

The of the curvature is changed if we reverse the sense 
of riescriptioii of the curve, that is, if we replace the parameter 
t or 6' by the new parameter r~~-t or o- = —s. For then x 
and y eliacge sign, but not £ y\ i- or as the following simple 
calculation shows: 


d 

dr 


x{?(r)} = 


dx dt 
It dr 


m (- 1 ); 





(A similar calculation can be made for y,) In the case of the 

expression I: = — - — — first found, this fact is concealed, 

since it is natural and customary to think of the curve as de- 
scribed from left to right, in which case the square root can only 
be positive. 

As an example we consider the curvature of a positively de- 
scribed circle with radius a. If we start from the parametric 
r-orv--:-.:,.!::- a cost, y=asmt, we im m ediately obtain 


ifc = 


1 

a 


The cnrcatuTe of a positively described circle is therefore the re’ 
dij/oml of its radius. This result assures us that our definition 
of curvature is really a suitable one: for in the case of a circle 
we naturally think of the reciprocal of the radius as a measure 
of the curvature. 


Let IIS put 

Ic 


The quantity | p | 


1 

1^1 


is generally called 


the radius of eurraiure of the curve at the point in question. 
For a given point on the cun^e, that circle which touches 
the curve at the point and there has the same sense of descrip- 
tion and the same cur^’ature as the curve, and, more- 
over, has its centre on the positive or negative side of the normal 
according as k is positive or negative, is called the drde of curm- 
lute corresponding to the point. Let us think of the equation 
of the circle (or an arc of the circle containing the point in ques- 
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tion) as written in the form y = g[x). Then at the point in queS' 
tion we have not only f{x) = g{x) and f{x) = g'{x), as follows 
from the fact that the circle and curve touch, but in \irtue of 
the relation 

_ 7 ._ /'(^) 

V{1+/'W + 

we also have 

/"(^) = /'(^). 

The centre of the circle of curvature is called the centre of 
curmtwe corresponding to the given point. Its co-ordinates 
are expressed parametrically by 

py 

-f) 

To prove this we need only make use of the formulae for the 
direction cosines of the normal, on which the centre of curvature 
lies at a distance l/\h \ = |p| from the tangent. These for- 
mulae give us an expression for the centre of curvature in terms 
of the parameter t. As t describes its range the centre of curva- 
ture describes a curve, the so-called evolute of the given curve; 
and since, with x and y, we have to regard x, y, and p as known 
functions of t, the formulae above give parametric equations 
for this evolute. 

For special examples the reader may be referred to § 3 (p. 287 
et seq.) and to the appendix (p. 307 et seq,), 

7. Centre of Mass and Moment of a Curve. 

We now come to some applications which bring us into the 
realm of mechanics. We cbnsider a system of n particles lying 
in a plane. Let m^, mg, . . . , m„ be the masses of these particles, 
and let , y„ be their respective ordinates. We 

then call 

n 

T = 2 + m^y^ + . . . -f »!„y„ 

the moment of the system of particles wUh respect to the x-axis. 
The expression t) = T/M, where M denotes the total mass 
% + mg + . . . + of the system, gives us the height of the 
centre of mass of the system of particles above the x-a,xis. We 
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derlL*:f tlie moment witli respect to the ^-axis and the abscissa of 
tile centre of mass in a corresponding way. 

We shall now see that this idea can easily be extended to 
give ns a ciermition of the moment of a curve along which a mass 
•§ nniformly distributed, and of the co-ordinates | and 17 of the 
centre of mass of such a curve. Merely for the sake of brevity 
we assume that the density has a constant value, say jx, along 
the curve; any continuous distribution could equally well be 
discussed. 

To arrive at this extension we go back to the consideration 
of a system of a finite number of particles and then pass to the 
limit. For this purpose we suppose that the length of arc s is 
introduced as a parameter on the curve, and that the curve is 
subdivided by {n — 1) points of division into arcs of lengths 
A^i, Asv, . . . , As«. The mass /x, As^ of each arc As^ we represent 
as concentrated at an arbitrary point of the arc, say that with 
the ordinate yi. 

By deiimtion the moment of this system of particles with 
respect to the ar-axis has the value 

T= 

If now the greatest of the quantities A^^ tends to 0, this sum 
tends to a definite limit given by the expression 

T = fi I yds= ^ f y^/Xl + y'^)dx, 

which we shall therefore naturally accept as the definition of 
the moment of the curve with respect to the aj-axis. Since the 
total mass of the curve is equal to its length multiplied by 

H J'ds = (j. (Si — So), 

we are inmxediately led to the following expressions for the co- 
ordinates of the centre of mass of the curve: 



These statements are actually definitions of the moment and 
centre of mass of a curve; but they are such straightforward 



V] THEORY OF PLANE CURVES 285 

extensions of tlie simpler case of a number of particles that we 
naturally expect that — as is actually the case — any statement 
in mechanics which involves the centre of mass or the moment 
of a system of particles will be valid for curves also. In 
particular, the position of the centre of mass with respect to 
the curve is independent of the system of co-ordinates. 

8 . Area and Volume of a Surface of Revolution. 

If we rotate the curve y =f{x), for which f(x) ^ 0, about 
the rr-axis, it describes a so-called surface of revolution. The area 
of this surface, whose abscissae we suppose to lie between 
the bounds Xq and x-^ >* Xq, can be obtained by a discussion 
analogous to the preceding. For if we replace the curve by an 
inscribed polygon, instead of the curved surface we shall have 
a figure composed of a number of thin truncated cones. Fol- 
lowing the suggestions of intuition, we define the area of the 
surface of revolution as the limit of the areas of these conical 
surfaces when the length of the longest side of the inscribed polygon 
tends to zero.' We know from elementary geometry that the 
area of each truncated cone is equal to its slant height multiplied 
by the circumference of the circular section of mean radius. 
If we add these expressions and then carry out the passage to 
the limit, we obtain the expression 

= 277 r y^/{1 + y"^)dx = 27 t / y ds 

Uxq *tso 

for the area. Expressed in words, this result states that the area 
of a surface of revolution is equal to the length of the curve 
generating it multiplied by the distance traversed by the centre 
of mass (Guldin’s rule). 

In the same way we find that the volume interior to the 
surface of revolution and boimded at the ends by the planes 
Xq and a; = rci > is given by the expression 

Trf ^y^dx. 

This formula is obtained by following the suggestion of intuition 
that the volume in question is the limit of the volumes of 
the above-mentioned figures consisting of truncated cones. The 
rest of the proof is left to the reader. 
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9. Momeat of Inertia. 

In the study of rotatory motion in mechanics an import-ant 
I nit is played by certain quantities called moments of inertia. 
Tlies^:* expressions will be briefly mentioned here. 

We suppose that a particle ra at a distance y from the cr-axis 
rotates iiniformiy about that axis with angular velocity co (that 
is, in unit time it rotates through an angle co). The Jdneiic energy 
of the particle, expressed by half the product of the mass and 
the square oi the velocity, is obviously 

We call the coeiEcient of icu-, that is, the quantity the 
moment of inertia of the particle about the x-axis. 

Similarly, if we have n particles with masses ?%, 
and ordinates . . . , we call the expression 

2 

the moment of inertia of the system of masses about the r-axis. 
The moment of inertia is a quantity which belongs to the system 
of masses itself, without reference to its state of motion. Its 
importance lies in the fact that if the whole system is set in 
rigid rotation about an axis, without change of the distances 
between pairs of particles, the kinetic energy is obtained by multi- 
plying the moment of inertia about that axis by haH the square 
of the angular velocity. Thus the moment of inertia about an 
axis plays the same part in rotation about an axis as is played 
by the mass in rectilinear motion. 

vSuppose now that we have an arbitrary curve y =f(x) lying 
t»etween the abscissae Xq and % (> 2 * 0 ), along which a mass is 
uniformly distributed with unit density. In order to define the 
moment of inertia of this curve we proceed just as we did in the 
sub-section 7 (p. 284); as before, we arrive at an expression 
for the moment of inertia about the a^-axis, namely, 

f fde = f y^v(l T dx. 

For the moment of inertia about the ^-axis we have the corre- 
sponding expression 

T's, = f Vis == f Vv^(l -f y'^)dx. 
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3 . Examples 

The theory of plane curves with its great variety of special 
forms and properties ofiers us a rich store of examples of 
these abstract concepts. But to avoid being lost in a mass of 
detail we must limit ourselves to a few typical applications. 


1. The Common Cycloid. 

From the equations (cf. p. 261) x = a{t smt), y = a{l — co^i), we 
at once obtain x = a{l — cost), y = asint, whence the length of arc is 

5= f V {x- y‘)dt^ f V { 2a- {I — cost)}dt, 

•'0 


But since 1 — cost = 2 sin®-^ the integrand is equal to 2a sin-, and hence 
for 0 ^ a ^ 2;i: ^ ^ 

t i / 3c\ a 

sin - = —4a cos ~ — 4a 1 1 — cos - ) = Sa sin^ 

2 2 Q \ 2' 4 


If, in particular, we consider the length of arc between two successive 
cusps we must put a = 2 t:, since the interval 0 ^ i ^ 27: of values of the 
parameter corresponds to one revolution of the rolling circle. We thus 
obtain the value 8a; that is, the length of arc of the cycloid between suc- 
cessive cusps is equal to four times the diameter of the rolling circle. 

Similarly, we calculate the area bounded by one arch of the cycloid 
and the a;-axis: 

/*2ir 

I I yxdt~a^f (1 — cost)-dt 
do Jq 

= a- / (1 — 2 cos^ 4- cos^^) dt 

do 

( t sin 2 A j-"’ 

== a® ( i — 2 sini + - -j — ) = Sa^r:. 

2 4 z to 


Tins area is therefore three times the area of the rolling circle. 

For the radius of curvature p = l/I; we have 

_ ^ _2<zV{2(l - oosi)} = -4a I ; 

xy-~yx j 2 

at the points t=0, t= 4:277, . . . this expression has the value zero. 
These are actually the cusps, where the cycloid meets the a-axis at right 
angles. 
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The area of the surface of reroiution formed by rotating an arch of 
the eycluid about the z-axis is given according to our formula (p. 2b5) 
by ^ 

A = 2- ^ lid~3 — 2:: (1 — cosf) . 2a sin - dt 

= Su-r: r f sin^udu 

Jn - Jq 

= 16a- r / (1 — cos-ti) smudu. 

Jq 

The last integral can be evaluated by means of the substitution cos u = v\ 
we find that 

A = 16a-7:f— eosie -r - cos^ti) ■ = 

3 ^'o 3 

As an exercise the reader may calculate for himself the height t; of the 
centre of mass of the cycloid above the z-axis, and also the moment of 
inertia The results are 

4 A j m 256 , 
r = a = ~ — and — a®. 

* 3 2r,s ^ 15 


2. The Catenary, 

The length of arc of the catenary has already been calculated as an 
example in the preceding section (p. 280), and we found its value to be 

s = I coshxdx — sinhh — sinhu. 

For the area of the surface of revolution obtained by rotating the 
catenary about the r-axis, the so-called catenoid, we find 

A = 2r: I coshrxdx — 2- T ^ ^ cosh la; 

Ja " 

=s t: ( 5 a - smii26 — ^ smh2a). 

From this we further obtain the height of the centre of mass of the arc 

from a to h 

^ 6 — a -f I smh25 — ~ sinh2a 


2(smli& — sinha) 


Finally, for the curvature we have 


{1 -r ^ cosh®ar cosh® a;* 
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3, The Ellipse and the Lemniscate. 

The lengths of arc of these two curves cannot be reduced to elementary 
functions, but belong to the class of ” elliptic integrals ” mentioned on 
p. 243. 

For the ellipse y = - V (a® — x-) we obtain 


s = 



l a?- — ) 


«/ 


1 — X- ^2 


V(i- 


where we have put xja — 1 — b^ja~ — By the substitution ^ = sin 9 

this integral can be expressed in the form 

5 = J* V {a^ — (a^ — b^) sm2 9}d9 z=i aj V(1 — sin 2 o)c?o. 

Here, to obtain the semi-perimeter of the ellipse, we must let x traverse 
the interval from — a to which corresponds to the interval 

— 1 ^ ^ ^ “tI or — *w/2 ^ 9 ^ -rw/2. 


For the lemniscate, whose equation in poiax co-ordinates is = 2^2 cos 2 t, 
we similarly obtain 


t = y'V(r2 -f- r^)dt = J 'sj cos2i -p 2a2 

= aV2 f -r ~- — = aV2f — - . 

J V(cos2^) •\/(l — 2 sin^f) 


dt 


If we introduces = tani as independent variable in the last integral, we 
have 


sui®^ = 




dt = 


du 

1 -r 


and consequently 




u^) 


In a complete loop of the lemniscate u runs from — I to -f 1, and the length 
of arc is therefore equal to 


, /*+l 


du 

V(1 — w*)’ 


a special elliptic integral which played a great part in the researches of 
Gauss. 


(e798) 


10 
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Examples 


1. Calculate tlie area bounded by the semicubical parabola y = 
the ar-axis, and the lines x— a and x= h, 

2 . Calcukte the area of the region bounded by the line y = x and the 
lower ball of the loop of the folium of Deseart-es. (Use the parametric 
representation found in Ex. 7, p. 267.) 

3* Calculate the area of a sector of the Archimedean spiral r = aO 

(a > 0 ). 

4. Calculate the area of the cardioid (Ex. 3, p. 267), using polar co- 
ordinates. 


5. Calculate the area of the astroid (Ex. 6 , p. 267). 

6 . Calculate the area of the pedal cuire of the circle -i- = 1 with 
f^pect to a point P (aro, Q) on the ar-axis. Show that this area is least when 
P is at the ori,gin. 

a?® fp 

7. Bo the same for the ellipse — 4 - ^ = 1 . 

a® b® 

8 . Find the parametric representation of the cardioid when the length 
of are is used as parameter. 

9. Bo the same for the cycloid. 

10 . Calculate the length of arc of the semicubical parabola «/ = 

11. Calculate the length of the astroid. 

12 . Caleulate the length of arc of: 

(a'y The Archimedean spiral r = aO (a > 0). 

(b) The iogarithmic spiral r = 

(c) The cardioid (Ex. 3, p. 267). 

{dj The curve r = a (6^ — 1 ). 

13. Find the radius of curvature of (o) the parabola y = x^; (b) the 
ellipse X = a cos c, y=bsmg, as a function of z and of o respectively. 
Find the maxima and minima of the radius of curvature and the points 
at which these maxima and minima occur. 


14. Sketch the curve 


X 



COSU J 

— == au. 
\/u 



du 


and determine its radius of curvature (p). 

15. Show that the expression for the curvature of a curve z = x(0» 
y = y{i} is unaltered by rotation of axes and also by change of parameter 
given by f = 9 (v}, whore ^'(t) > 0 . 




17. Find the volume and surface area of a zone of a sphere of radius r 
i.e. of the portion of the sphere cut off by two paraUel planes distant hn, hj 
respectively from the centre. 

18. Find the volume and surface area of the torus or anchor ring obtained 
by rotating a circle about a line which does not intersect it. 

19. Find the area of the catenoid, the surface obtained by rotating an 
arc of the catenary y — cosh a; about the a;-axis. 

20. Sketch the curve defined by the equations 



What is the behaviour of the curve as t runs from — oo to -f ^ ? Cal- 
culate the curvature Ai as a function of the length of arc. 

21. The curve for which the length of the tangent intercepted between 
the point of contact and the y-axis is always equal to 1 is called the tracirix. 
Find its equation. Show that the radius of curvature at each point of the 
curve is inversely proportional to the length of the normal intercepted 
between the point on the curve and the y-axis. Calculate the length of 
arc of the tractrix and find the parametric equations in terms of the length 
of arc. 

22. Let X = x(t), y = y{t) he a. closed curve. A constant length p is 
measured off along the normal to the curve. The extremity of this seg- 
ment describes a curve which is called a parallel curve to the original curve. 
Find the area, the length of arc, and the radius of curvature of the parallel 
curve. 

23. Find the centre of mass of an arbitrary arc (a) of a circle of radius r, 
{b) of a catenary. 

24. Calculate the moment of inertia about the cc-axis of the boundary 
of the rectangle a ^x ^b, 

25. Calculate the moment of inertia of an arc of the catenary y ~ coshx 
(a) about the a;-axis, (6) about the y-axis. 

26. The equation y = fix) a, a ^x^h, represents a family of 
cmves, one for each value of the parameter a. Prove that in this family 
the curve with the least moment of inertia about the x-axis is that which 
has its centre of mass on the £C-axis. 
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1 p.v Problems in the Mechaxics of a 

Particle 

X*c*;t to geo!i>^try the diixerential and integral calculus are 
indebted to the science of mechanics for their eaiiv 
development. Jleehanies rests upon certain basic principles 
which were first kid dowm by Xewton: the statement of these 
principles involves the concept of the derivative, and their 
application requires the theory of integration. Without analysing 
these i)a5ic principles in detail, we shall illustrate by some 
simple examples how the integral and difierential calculus are 
applied in ineehanies. 


L The FundameEtal Hypotheses of Mechanics. 

Here we shall restrict ourselves to the consideration of a single 
particle, that is, of a point at which a mass m is imagined to be 
concentrated. We shall further assume that motion can only 
take place along a certain fixed curve, on which’ the position of 
the particle is specified by the length of arc $ measured from a 
fixed point on the curve; in particular, tie curve may be a straight 
line, in w’hich case we use the abscissa x as the co-ordinate of the 
point instead of s. The motion of the point is determined by 
t*xpn-rr:ng the co-ordinate s= as a function of the time. 
By the of motion we shall mean the derivative 

or, as we shall also write. 


ds 

It 


= i\t) = s. 


The second derivative, 


dt^ 




we call the acceleration. 

In mechanics we start from the assumption that the motion 
of a point can be explained by means of forces of definite direc- 
tion and magnitude. Xewton’s second fundamental law of 
mechanies may, in the case of motion on our given curve, be 
exprc'Ssed as follows: 

The nmss multiplied^ by the acceleration is equal to the force 
ading cm the partide in the^ direction of the curve; in symbols 

m’s == F, 
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Thus the direction of the force is always the same as that of the 
acceleration; its direction is that of increasing values of ^ if 
the velocity in that direction is increasing, otherwise it is opposed 
to the direction of increasing values of s. 

The law of Newton is in the first instance nothing more than 
a definition of the concept of force. The left-hand side of our 
equation is a quantity which can be determined by observation 
of the motion, by means of which we measure the force. But 
this equation has a far deeper meaning. As a matter of fact, it 
turns out that in many cases we can determine the acting force 
from other physical assumptions, without any consideration of 
the corresponding motion. The above 
fundamental law of Newton is then 
no longer a definition of fcn'ce, but is 
instead a relation from which we can 
draw important conclusions about the 
motion. 

The most important example of a 
known force is given us by gravity. 

From direct measurements we knovr 
that the force of gravity acting on a 
mass m is directed vertically down- 
wards and is of magnitude mg, wtere 
the constant g, the so-called gravita- 
tional acceleration, is approximately equal to 981 if the time 
is measured in seconds and the lengths in centimetres. If a 
mass moves along a given curve, we learn by experiment that the 
force of gravity in the direction of this curve is equal to mg cos a, 
where a denotes the angle between the vertical and the tangent 
to the curve at the point under consideration (cf. fig. 12). 

In the case of motion on our given curve the basic problem 
of mechanics is as follows: if we know the force acting on the 
particle (e.g. the force of gravity), we have to determine the 
position of the point, that is, its co-ordinate a or x, as a function 
of the tune. 

If we restrict ourselves to the simplest case, in which this 
force * mf{s) is known at the outset as a function of the length 
of arc — so that the force is independent of the time — ^we shall 



* Tlie separation of the factor m in the expression for the given force is not 
essential, but makes the formulae simpler. 
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.siio;v how tlie course of the motion along the curve can be found 

kom the equation 

s=lF = f{s}. 
m 

Here we hawe to deal with a differeutml equation, that is, an 
equation from which an unknown function — here s{t ) — is to be 
determiiied and in which the derivative of this function occurs 
as well as the function itself (cf. Chap. Ill, § 7, p. 178). 


2. Body Falling Freely. Eesistance of the Air. 

In the case of the free fail of a particle along the vertical ar-axis, New- 
ton’s law gives ns the diSerential equation 

x^g. 

From this follows xif} = gt -r where Vq is a constant of integration. 
Its meaning is easily found by putting i = 0. We then find :c(0) = Vq; 
that is, To is the velocity of the particle at the instant from which the time 
is reckoned, the initial velocity. By another integration, we obtain 

x'l) = Igf — Vi/ — 

where Xg is also a ec^nstant of integration, w'hose value is again found by 
putting i = 0; we thus find that Xq is the initial position, that is, the co- 
oniinate cf the point at the beginning cf the motion. 

Conversely, w’e can choose the initial position Xq and the initial velocity 
% arbitrarily, and then obtain the complete representation of the motion 
from the equation x ~ ^gf — v^t — x^. 

If we wish to take account of the effect of the friction or air resistance 
■sctiar on the particle, we have to consider this as a force whose direction 
is opposite to the direction of motion and concerning which we must make 
deiiiiite physical assumptions.* We shall work out the results of difierent 
physical assumptions: (a) the resistance is proportional to the velocity, 
being given by an expression of the form —rx, w'here r is a positive con- 
stant; 'ibf the resistance is proportional to the square of the velocity, 
being of the form — In accordance with Newton’s law we obtain for 
the equations of motion 

(fl i = mg ■— rx, (6) mx = 7ng — ri^. 

If we at fiMt consider x = : uit) as the function sought, w© have x(£) = u(t), 

BO that 

(d) mu~ mg — ru, (b) mu = mg ^ ruK 

* These assumptions must be chosen to suit the particular system under 
consideraiion; for example, the law of resistance for low speeds is not the same 
as that for high (e.g. buBet velocities). 
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Vj 

Instead of determining w as a function of t by these equations, we deter- 
mine i as a function of u, writing our differential equations in the form 

(n) _ — j 

au g — Tujm du g - 


ru-/m 


With the help of the methods given in the preceding chapter we can imme- 
diately carry out the integrations and obtain 


(a) t(u) = — - logfl - — u) -i- i, 

r \ mg / 


(6) iiu) = - - log 




+ ^os 


where we have put V (m/rg) = h and where Iq is a constant of integration. 
Solviug these equations for u, we have 

(a) u{i) = — ‘^ 1 ), 


(6) u(t) ■■ 


■ gk 


2 (f— I 


These equations at once reveal an important property of the motion. 
The velocity does not increase with time beyond all bounds, but tends 
to a definite limit depending on the mass m. For 

(a) lim u{t) == (&) lim u(t) = a/—. 

>.Q0 r <->oe V T 

A second integration, performed on our expressions for u{t) = x with the 
help of the methods of the preceding chapter, gives the results (which 
may be verified by differentiation) 

(a) a;(i) = — ?o)/»z -{_ -f c, 

T 

(b) log cosh h/- (t — ^o) ~r c, 

r y m 


where c is a new constant of integration. The two constants of integration 
^0 and c are readily determined if we know the initial position a;{0) = 
and the initial velocity £{0) — u{0) = Vq of the faUing particle. 


3. The Simplest Type of Elastic Vibration, 

As a second example we consider the motion of a particle which moves 
along the a;-axis and is pulled back towards the origin by an elastic force. 
As regards the elastic force we assume that it is always directed towards 
the origin and that its magnitude is proportioiml to the distance from the 
origin. In other words, w© take the force as equal to — lex, where the 
coefficient ifc is a measure of the stiffness of the elastic connexion. Since 
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I' ;s a**i:i;:ed the force is negative when is positive and positive 

when X L= neg.'.tive. Xewton's kw now tells us that 

mx = —kx. 

We cannot expect that this difierential equation will determine the motion 
ccmpletelj, but. it is plausible to suppose that for a given instant of time, 
say i = 0, we can arbitrarily assign the initial position ^(0) = Xq and the 
initial velocity xfO} == that is, in physical language, that we can start 
oil the particle from an arbitrary position with an arbitrary velocity and 
that thereafter the motion is determined by the differential equation. 
Matiiematieaily this is expressed by the fact that the general solution of 
oui differential equation contains two constants of integration, at first 
iindetennined, whose values we find by means of the initial conditions. 
This fact we shall prove immediately. 

We can easily state such a solution directly. If we put 6) = V{k;m), 
we may at once 'verify by differentiation that our differential equation is 
satisfied by all the functions 


x{i) = Cj eoscot -r Co sinoit, 

where and Cj denote constants chosen arbitrarily. On p. 297 we shall see 
that there are no other solutions of our differential equation and hence 
that every such motion under the influence of an elastic force is given by 
the above expression. This expression can easily be put in the form 

x:tj = u si t -- B) = — fl sincoo cosco^ 4- ci coscoB sincof; 

we need only ivrite — if sincao — Cj and a eoscoS = 


^ .. .. ta repeatea alter tJie time T= 27 t/co, which 

is called the period, since the functions sin cot and coscot have the period 
T. The number a is called the maximum displacement or amplitude of the 
oscillation. The number 1 ,T = co/2n: is called the frequency of the 
oscillation; it measures the number of oscillations per unit time. We 
shall return to the theory of oscillations in Chap. XI (p. 501). 

4. Motion OE a Given Curve. 

Finally, we shall discuss the most general form of the problem stated 
above, namely, the problem of motion along a given curve under an arbi 
trary pre-assigned force wi/fa). 

The point m question here is the determination of the function s{t) 
as a function of i by means of the differential equation 


where f{$) is & given iumthn. This differential equation in s can be solved 
completely by the following device. 

We begia by conaadcfing any primitive function F(s) of f(s), so that 
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= /(s), and multiply both sides of the equation s = f(s) = F^s) 

by L We can then write the left-hand side in the form ~ 6-\ as we see 

dt \2 / 

at once by differentiating the expression 5^; the right side FXs)s, however, 
is the derivative of Fis) with respect to the time if in Fis) we regard the 
quantity 5 as a function of t. Hence we immediately have 




or by integration 




where c denotes a constant yet to be determined, 

ds 


Let us write this equation in the form 


V2{F{s) -r c). We see that 


from this we cannot immediately find s as a function of t hj integration. 
But we arrive at a solution of the problem if we at first content ourselves 
with finding the inverse function ^(5^ that is, the time taken by the particle 
to reach a definite position s. For this we have the equation 

^ 1 
ds V2{F(s) -i- c}’ 

thus the derivative of the function i(5) is known, and we have 


d V2{F{s)-^c} 

where Cj is another constant of integration. As soon as we have performed 
this last integration we have solved the problem, for while we have not 
determined the position 5 as a function of t, we have inversely found the 
time i as a function of the position s. The fact that the two constants of 
integration c and Cj are stili available enables us to make the general 
solution fit special initial conditions. 

In the above example of elastic motion we have to identify x with s; 
we have fis)== — and correspondingly, say, F(s) = — We 
therefore obtain 

dt_ 1 
ds V(2c-o>^s^y 

and further 

J V(2c— o>®s2) ‘ 

This integral, however, can easily be evaluated by introducing cos/ V 2c 
as a new variable; we thus obtain 

. 1 .as , 

^ = — arc sin 4- <h» 

CO V2c 



APPLICATIONS 


[Chap. 


29S 

or, hrrumg the inverse mnetion, 

V 2c . 

s = SI. 

o 

We are thus led to exactly the same statement of the solution a-s before. 

From this example we also see what the constants of integration mean 
and how they are to be determined. Ifj for example, we require that at 
the time i = 0 the particle shall be at the point 5=0 and at that instant 
shall have the velocity -itO) = 1, we obtain the two equations 

\ '^c 1 — 

0 ;= _J1 sincoq, 1 = v 2c coscoci, 

from which we find that the constants have the values Cj = 0, c = |. 
The constants of integration c and can be determined in exactly the 
same way when the initial position and the initial velocity Sq (at time 
1 = 0) are prescribed arbitrarily. 

1. A point A moves with constant velocity 1 on a circle with radius r 
and centre the origin. The point A is coimected to a point .S by a line of 
constant length Z(>r;; B is constrained to move on the a?-axis (cf. the 
crank, connecting-rod, and piston of a steam engine). Calculate the velocity 
and accele.ration of B as functions of the time. 

2. A particle starts from the origin with velocity 4, and under the 
infiuenee of gravity slides down a straight wire until it reaches the 
vertical line x = 2. What must the slope of the path be in order that 
the pjirit may reach the vertical line in the shortest time? 

3. A particle moves in a straight line subject to a resistance producing 
the retardation where u is the velocity and h a constant. Find ex- 
pressions for the vel^oeity (u} and the time (t) in terms of 5 , the distance 
from the iiaitial position, and the initial velocity. 

4. A particle cf unit mass moves along the a;-axis and is acted upon 
by a force f(x) = —siox. 

Determine the motion of the point if at time i = 0 it is at the 
point X = 0 and has velocity = 2. Show that &s t 00 the particle 
approaches a limiting p3sition, and find this limiting position. 

ib) if the conditions are the same, except that Vq may have any value, 
show that if I’o > 2 the point moves to an infinite distance as ^ 00 , 

and that if I'jj < 2 the point oscillates about the origin. 

5. Choose axes with their origin at the centre of the earth, whose radius 
we shah denote by i?. According to Newton’s law of gravitation, a particle 
of unit ma» lying on the y-axis is attracted by the earth with a force 

— where p is the “gravitational constant” and M is the mass of 

the earth. 
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(а) Calculate the motion of the particle after it is released at the point 

( > B); that is, if at time i = 0 it is at the point and has the 

velocity = 0. 

(б) Find the velocity with which the particle in {a) strikes the earth, 
(c) Using the result of (&), calculate the velocity of a particle falling 

to the earth from infinity.f 

6.* A particle of mass m moves along the ellipse r= hjil — ecosO). 
The force on the particle is directed towards the origin. Describe 
the motion of the particle, find its period, and show that the radius 
vector to the particle sweeps out ec[ual areas in equal times. 


5. Further Applications: Particle slidinc down a Curve 

1. General Remarks. 

The case of a particle sliding along a frictionless curve under the in- 
fluence of gravity can be treated very simply by the method just describe 
We shall first discuss this motion ' C,. 

in general, and then with special 
reference to the cases of the 
ordinary pendulum and the cy- 
cloidal pendulum. We choose 
axes in such a way that the y-axis 
points vertically upwards, that is, 
opposite to the direction of the 
force of gravity, and consider 
the curve as given in terms 
of a parameter 6 by the para- 
metric equations a; = ©(0) = a:(6), 
y = ri(6) = ^^(0). A portion of 
the curve, for which the motion 
will be studied, is shown in fig. 13. 

At every point of the curve the force of gravity acts downwards (that is, 
in the direction of decreasing y) on the particle with magnitude mg. If we 
denote the angle between the negative y-axis and the tangent to the curve 
by a, according to the hypothesis stated on p. 293 the force acting along 
the direction of the curve is 

2 /' 


0 



Fig. 13 


mgGQS(x.= --mg 




where 


d9 d6 


(Note that here the dash denotes the derivative with respect to 0, and 
not with respect to ic.) If in particular we introduce the length of arc s 

t This is the same as the least velocity with which a projectile would have 
to be fired in order that it should leave the earth and never return. 
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raineter ir. uice r.f (;, we obtain the expression — for the 

ds 

tue curve. Bv Newtons law, therefore, the function s'ti satisfies 
fiierentiai equation 


rht-hand side of this equation is a kno^vn function of 5 , since we 
:he curve and mtist therefore regard the quantities x and y as knov-n 
,cs cf A 

in the last section, w’e miiitipiy both sides of this equation by s*. The 
nd side then becomes the derivative of ~ a- with respect to t. If in 

retie n yis) we regard a as a function of t, the right-hand side of oui 
)n is the derivative of —gy with respect to i. On integratinir. we 
re have " 


where c is a constant of integration. In ordei to fix the meanina of this 
constant, we suppose that at the time t = 0 our particle is at the point 
of the curve for which the value of the parameter is 0^ and the co- 
ordinates are = g'6Q;, and that at this instant its velocitv 

is zero, that is, s.O)— 0. Then putting i = 0 we immediatelv have 
~ c = 0, so that 

2 - yo)- 

New instead of regarding a as a function of t we shall consider the inverse 
function t[s}. For this we at once obtain 


which is equivalent to 


ds ^ {2^'>o - y)y 




ds 

{2?(yo - y)}’ 


where q is a new constant of integration. As regards the sign of the square 
rrot. which is the same as the sign of i, we notice that 0 the particle moves 
along an arc which is lower than everywhere except at the ends the 
sign cannot change. For the sign of s can change only where s = 0 ’that 
IS, where y - = 0. The integrand on the right is known in terms 

of the parameter 6 , since the curve is known. Introducing 6 as ind^ 
pendent vanable, we obtain 


C±f^ £1 


■ a - y) } = ■" -/V 0 ^^) 

where the functions si' = 9 '( 8 ), y' = i'(e), y = .^(Q) known. In ordei 
to detenmne the constant of integration c, we note that for i = 0 the 
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Talue of the parameter must be Oq. This immediately gives us our solution 

in the form 


Jfg V - y)/ 


When integrated this equation represents the time taken by the particle 
to move from the parameter value % to the parameter value 6. The in- 
verse function Q{i) of this function /(8) enables us to describe the motion 
completely; for at each instant t we can determine the point x = 
y {8(if)} which the particle is then passing. 

2. Discussion of the Motion. 

From the equations just found, without an explicit expression for the 
result of the integration we can deduce the general nature of the motion 
by simple intuitive reasoning. 

We suppose that our curve is f/i 

of the type shown in fig. 14, I .4 S 

that is, that it consists of V ^ 

an arc convex downwards; we I \ 

take as increasing from left 

to right. If we initially re- ! 

lease the particle at the point 

A ■^ith co-ordinates x = Xq, ^ ^ 

yssi/o? corresponding to 0= 00, Oj X; X 

the velocity increases, for the 
acceleration s is positive. The 

particle travels from A to the lowest point with ever-increasing velocity. 
After the lowest point is passed, however, the acceleration is negative, 

since the right-hand side —g— of the equation of motion is negative. 
^ ds 

The velocity therefore decreases. From the equation a® = ^2g{y — we 
sec at once that the velocity reaches the value 0 when the particle reaches 
the point B whose height is the same as that of the initial position A. 
Since the acceleration is still negative, the motion of the particle must be 
reversed at this point, so that the particle will swing back to the point A; 
this action wdU repeat itself indefinitely. (The reader will recall that friction 
has been disregarded.) In this oscillatory motion the time which the point 
takes to return from Bto A must clearly be the same as the time taken to 
move from A to B, If we denote the time required for a complete journey 
from A to B and back again by T, the motion will obviously be periodic with 
period T. If 0o and 0i are the values of the parameter corresponding to 
the points A and B respectively, the half -period is given by the expression 


V2g\Jso Kvo — y ^ 1 

._i=| r\l(a±^)ie\. 

V2ff!4 VU{9o)-<K9)>' I 
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If 6'2 is the c-f tLe parameter corresponding to the lowest point of 

the c'r;rTe, tie tin;e which the particle takes to fall from A to this lowest 

k 



S. The Ordinary Pendmlnm. 

The simplest example is given by the so-called simple pendnlnm. 
Here the carve under consideration is a circle of radius 1: 

z = I sin 6, y = — I cos 6, 

where the angle 8 is measured in the positive sense from the position of 
rest. From the genera! expression above we at once obtain 

T = r ^ jl p de 

\ g J_„ V (eos9 — cosa) g ' f . 

j-a\ 

where x{0 < z. < r:] denotes the amplitude of oscillation of the pendulum, 
that is. the angular position from which the particle is released at time 
1=0 with velocity 0. By the substitution 

__sin(6'2j du _ cos (6/2) 
sin (a '2/ dB 2 sin {a/2) 

our expression for the period of oscillation of the pendulum becomes 

y ^ 2 - — 

A g Aj V(1 — “^)(1 — siii“(a/2)) 

We have therefore expressed the period of oscillation of the pendulum 

by an eiiiptie integral. 

If we assume that the amplitude of the oscillation is small, so that 
we may with sufficient accuracy replace the second factor under the 
square root sign by 1, we obtain the expression 

o n du 

as an approximation for the period of oscillation. We can evaluate this 
last integral by formula 13 in our table of integrals (p. 206), and obtain 

the expression 2 t: a/- as an approximate value for T, 

y 9 

4. The Oycloiial Pendulum. 

The fact that the period of oscillation of the ordinary pendulum is 
not strictly independent of the amplitude of oscillation caused Christian 
Huygens, in his prolonged efforts to construct accurate clocks, to seek 
for a curve such that the period of oscillation is strictly independent of 
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fcbe particular position on the curve at which the oscillating particle begins 
its motion.* Huygens recognized that the cycloid is such a curve. 

In order that a particle may actually be able to oscillate on a cycloid 
the cusps of the cycloid must point in the direction opposite to that of 
the force of gravity; that is, we must rotate the cycloid considered pre- 
viously (p. 261) about the a;-axis (cf, fig. 15). We therefore write the equa- 
tions of the cycloid in the form 

X — a(Q — sinG), 
t/= a(l -h cosG), 

which also involves a translation of the curve through a distance 2a in 
the positive ^/-direction. The time which the particle takes to travel from 
a point at the height 

2/0 == a (1 -f cos a) (0 C a < tt) 



down to the lowest point, by the formula worked out on p. 3<)1, is 


T 

4 




de. 


We now use the equation 

cos a — cos Q = 2 f cos^ - — cos® ~ ) ; 

V 2 2/ 

this gives 




. 6 

sin — 
2 


^{cos'“|- cos=?) 


d6. 


We then work out the definite integral, making use of the substitution 

0 a - 0 o a r? 

cos- ™ u cos-, sm — 00 = — 2 cos— du. 

2 2 2 2 


* The oscillation& are then said to be wochronous^ 
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-A- 


du 


ii ■ 


—2 are siiiji. 


iK'i ".ve tiierefcre obtain 


- 



a 


The period of osciliatioa T, therefore, is actually independeat of the ampli- 

tade 2. 


6. Work 


L General Remarks. 

The concept of ivork throws new light on the considerations of the last 
section and on many other questions of mechanics and physics. 

Let IIS again think of the particle as moving on a curve under the 
hifluenee of a force acting along the curve, and let us suppose that its 
position is specified by the length of arc measured from any fixed initial 
point. The force itself will then, as a rule, be a function of s. We assume 
that it is a continuous function /(s) of the length of arc. This function 
iiiii have positive values where the direction of the force is the same as 
the direction of increasing values of s, and negative values where the 
direction of the force is opposite to that of increasing values of s. 

If the magnitude of the force is constant along the path, by the work 
i'Or.f. bii ike force we mean the product of the force by the distance 
ISj— e,; ; traversed, where Si denotes the final point and Sq the initial point of 
the motion. If the force is not constant we define the work by means of 
a limiting process. W e subdivide the interval from Sq to into n equal or 
unequal sub-intervals and notice that if the sub-intervals are small, the 
force in each one is nearly constant; if is a point chosen arbitrarily in 
the v-th sub-interval, then throughout this sub-interval the force will 
be approximately /■Oj,). If the force throughout the v-th sub-interval were 
exactly /{Oj j, the work done by our force w'ould be exactly 

where as usual denotes the length of the v-th sub-interval. If we now 
pass to the limit, letting n increase beyond all bounds while the length 
of the longest sub-interval tends to zero, then by the definition of an 
integral our sum will tend to 

JSi 

which we natur^y call the work done by the force. 



WORK 


305 


If the direction of the force and that of the motion are the same, the 
work done by the force is positive; we then say that the force does u'ork. 
On the other hand, if the direction of the force and that of the motion are 
opposed, the work done by the force is negative; we then say that work 
is done against the force.^ 

If we regard the co-ordinate of position 5 as a function of the time 1, 
so that the force /(a) ^ is also a function of then in a plane with rect- 

angular co-ordinates s and p we can plot the point with co-ordinates 
s = s{t), p = pit) as a function of the time. This point \nll describe a 
curve, which may be called the work diagram of the motion. If w^e are 
dealing with a periodic motion, as in the case of any machine, then after 
a certain time T (one period) the moving point s{i), p{i} will return to the 
same point; that is, the work diagram will be a closed curve. In this ease 
the curve may consist simply of one and the same arc, traversed first 
forwards and then backwards; this happens, for instance, in elastic 
oscillations. But it is also possible for the curve to be a more general 
closed curve, enclosing an area; this is the case e.g. with maciiines in 
which the pressure on a piston is not the same during the forward stroke 
as during the backward stroke. The work done in one cycle, that is, in 
time T, viU then be given simply by the negative area of the work dia- 
gram, or in other words, by the integral 

dt 

where the interval of time from to (q-t T represents exactly one period 
of the motion. If the boundary of the area is positively traversed the work 
done is negative, if negatively traversed the work done is positive. If 
the curve consists of several loops, some traversed positively and some 
traversed negatively, the work done is given by the sum of the areas of 
the loops, each with its sign changed. 

These considerations are illustrated in practice by the vidkator diagram 
of a steam engine. By a suitably-designed mechanical device a pencil is 
made to move over a sheet of paper; the horizontal motion 01 the pencil 
relative to the paper is proportional to the distance s of the piston from 
its extreme position, while the vertical motion is proportional to the steam 
pressure, and hence proportional to the total force p of the steam on the 
piston. The piston therefore describes the work diagram for the engine 
on a known scale. The area of this diagram is measured (usually by means 
of a planimeter) and the work done by the steam on the piston is thus 
found. Here we also see that our convention for the sign of an area, as 
discussed in § 2, Ho. 1 of this chapter (p. 271), is not of exclusively 
theoretical interest. Bor it sometimes happens when an engine is running' 
light, that the highly expanded steam at the end of the stroke has a pres- 

Note that here we must carefully distinguish the force of which we are 
speaking. For example, in lifting a weight the work done by the force of gravity 
is negative: work is done against gravity. But from the point of view of the 
person doing the lifting the work done is positive, for the person must exert 
a force opposed to gravity. 

(E798) 
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Kiire !‘::T\"er thiir. tliat r^-qiiired to expel it on the return stroke; on the 
this sLr..uTi by a positively traversed loop; the engine 
ithf.-if is drawing energy from the flywheel instead of furnishing energy. 

2 . The Mutual Attraction of Two Masses. 

Let us suppose that a particle attracts another particle according to 
Xewton’s law of attraction; as a first example w'e shall consider the work 
dene by the force of attraction as the second particle moves along the 
line Ttining the tw'o particles. According to Xewton’s law of gravitation, 
the attracting force is inversely proportional to the square of the distance. 
If we imagine the first particle at rest at the origin and the second particle 
at the distance r from the origin, the attracting force is given by the 
expression 

where a is a |:>ositive constant. The work done by this force when the 
particle moves from the distance r to the distance ri(<r) is therefore 
positive and equal to the integral 



If, by means of an opposing force, the particle is moved farther away 
from the origin, geirng from the distance r to a distance > r, the work 
done by the force of attraction will, of course, still be given by this integral 
(now negative). The work done by the opposing force has the same numeri- 
cal value, but the oppjsite sign; it is therefore equal to p.('- — iY If we 

\r Tj/ 

think of the final p3siticn as being chosen farther and farther away, this 

approaches the limiting value which we mav call the work which must 

r 

be done against the force of attraction in order to move the particle from 
the distance r to infinity This important expression is called the 
mutual potential of the two particles. Here, therefore, the potential is 
defined as the work required to separate two attracting masses completely; 
for example, the work required in order to tear an electron completely 
away from an atom (ionization potential). 

3, The Stretching of a Spring. 

As a second example we consider the work done in stretching a spring. 
As is usual in the theory of elasticity, we assume (cf. p. 295 also) that the 
force ne«ied to stretch the spring is proportional to x, the increase in the 
length of the spring, that is, p = ibr, where h is a constant. The work 
which must be done in order to stretch the spring from the unstressed 
position sc = 0 to the final position a? = scj is therefore given by the integral 

r ' kxdx = ileXjK 
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4. The Charging of a Condenser. 

The concept of work in other branches of physics can be treated in a 
similar way. For esample, we may consider the charging of a condenser. 
K we denote the quantity of electricity in the condenser by Q, its capacity 
by Cy and the difference of potential (voltage) across the condenser by F, 
then we know from physics that Q = CV. Moreover, the work done in 
moving a charge Q through a difference of potential F is equal to QV, 
Since in the charging of the condenser the difference of potential F is not 
constant but increases with Q, we perform a passage to the limit exactly 
analogous to that on p. 304 and as the expression for the work done 
in charging the condenser we obtain 

where Qi is the total quantity of electricity passed into the condenser and 
Fi is the difference of potential across the condenser at the end of the 
charging process. 


Appendix to Chapter V 

1. Propeeties of the E volute 


Tlie parametric equations 




y 


-f f)’ 




v'(a“ -f f}' 


for the evolute of a given curve x = x{t), y = y(t) (of. p. 283 ) 
enable us to deduce some interesting geometrical relations 
between it and the given curve. For convenience we use the 
length of arc s as parameter, so that 

and xx -- yij = 0, 


p i f 

or py = X and px^ — y. 

We thus have i = py, ^ 
on differentiation these give 

py — py = —py, 7 j^y+ px+ px^ px, 

and therefore ^x-{- ‘qy= 0. 
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co^iiiHS of the normal to tlie curre are given 
ioV — j aiiA r. ;t icniow^ rliat the normal to the curve is tangeid to 
at the centre of curvature: or, the tangents to the evoiute 
are rli^^ ijjrmals of the given curve; or, the evoiute is the “ envelope ” 
of r"-jra(als fci. frj. IG). 

If further we denote the leii.gth of arc of the evoiute. measured 
iToiii an arbitrary hxed [soint, by g, we have 



From the above formuian since we obtain 

• o .o 

cr- = p“, 

SO that if we choose the direction in which cr is measured in a 
suitaide way, 

<7= p, 

provided that ,ar =i: 0, 
or on integration 

cr, <7 q = Pi Pq. 

Thar is. tru: ki.gth of are of fie eroJute heliveen two points is equal 
*0 dyb.rfiH'C of the corns p(.uvIiHg radn of curvature, provided 
that p reuairs c^rerect Jroin zero for the arc under consideration. 

Tnis .ast eonuition is not superduous. For if p changes sign, 
then from the formula a ~ p see that on passing the cone- 
spon.img tcint or the evoiute the length of arc a has a ma vnniini 
or niinirmim: mat is. on passing this point we do not simply 
contmue to reckon a onw'ard, but must reverse the sense in which 
<7 is nieasime^-i. If we wish to avoid this, on passing such a point 
we must change the sign in the above formula, i.e. put & = —p. 
It may also be noted that the centres of curvature which 
correspond to maxima or minima of the radius of curvature are 
cusps of the evoiute. (The proof will not be given here.) 

The geometrical relationship which we have just found can 
be ex|)re55ed in yet another tvay. If we imagine a flexible inex- 
tensible thread laid along an arc of the evoiute and stretched 
so that a part of it extends away from the curve tangentially to 
it, and if in addition the end-point Q of this thread lies on the 
original curve C. then as we unwind the thread the point Q will 
describe the curve 0. This accounts for the name evoiute 
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{evolvere, to tuiwind). TEe cuxTe C is called an involute of the 
evoiute E. On the other hand we may start with an arbitrary 
curve E and construct its involute C by this unwinding process. 
We then see that E conversely is the evoiute of C. 

To prove this we consider the curve E, which is now the 
given curve, as given in the form | = |(a), 7] = r/(c7), where the 
current rectangular co-ordinates are denoted by | and ti and 
the parameter a is the length of arc. The winding is done as 
indicated in fig. 17 ; when the thread is completely woimd on to 
the evoiute E, its end Q coincides with the point A of E corre- 


c 




sponding to the length of arc a. If the thread is now unwoiind 
until it is tangent to the evoiute at the point P, corresponding 
to the length of arc cr ^ a, the length of the segment PQ will be 
(a — a) and its direction cosines will be i and 17, where the dot 
denotes differentiation with respect to <7. Thus for the co- 
ordinates cc, y of the point Q we obtain the expressions 

x=z (a — 

which give the equations for the involute described by the point 
Q in terms of the parameter g. By differentiation with respect 
to cr it follows that 

» = i — i + (a — a)| = (a — <7)1, 
y= ij — i] + (a— a-)rj= {a — aYiij. 
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An 'i U, ut once find tliat 


Whirl shows tliW the line PQ is normal to the involute C. We 
can therefore state that the normals to the curve C are tangent 
to the curve E. But this is the characteristic property of £. the 
ev(i[::te of C. Hence i ' is the evolute of all its involutes. 



X 


Fig. rS. — ^The cvcloid as evolute and involute 


As a particular case we consider the evolute of the cycloid x- ■ t-- smt, 
f = 1 — cost. By pp. 2Sfi 2S3, 


-U'/ ■ 


jr 

yx 




# it** u 

■ X -I.-; 

zij — tjx 


we therefore obtain the evolute in the form 5 == ^ -r sin^, = — l -l cosf. 
If we put t = ’z — T., then ' — 'Sinr and t;. -f- 2 = 1 — cos t, and 

these equations show that the evolute is itself a cycloid which is similar 
to the original curve, and can be obtained from it by 
translation, as indicated in fig. IS. 

As a further example we shall work out the equa- 
tion for the involute of the circle. We begin with the 
circle q = cos^, = sini and unwind the tangent, as 
indicated in fig. 19. The involute of the circle is then 
given in the form 

X == cosf 4 - 1 sinf, y = — sini -f" t cost. 



’g. IQ. — Involute 
of the circle 


Finally, we shall determine the evolute of the ellipse 
X = a cost, y ^ b sint. We at once have 




, i*2 y. a® 
xy ~ yx 






COS^t 
¥ 


sin® 4 


xy — yx h 

which is a parametric representation of the evolute. If from these equations 
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we eliminate t in the usual way, we obtain the equation of the evoiute in 
non-parametric form: 


This curve is called an asiroid. Its graph is given in fig. 2D. By means 
of the parametric equations we may readily convince ourselves that the 
centres of curvature corresponding to the vertices of the ellipse are actually 
the cusps of the astroid. 



Examples 

1. Show that the evoiute of an epicycloid (Ex. 2, p. 267) is another 
epicycloid similar to the first, which can be obtained from the first by 
rotation and contraction. 

2. Show that the evoiute of a hypocycloid (Ex. 4, p. 267) is another 
hypocycloid, which can be obtained from the first by rotation and ex- 
pansion. 


2. Aeeas bounded by Closed Curves 

We saw in § 2 (p. 271) that the area bounded by a closed 
curve cc = a? (t), y=y (t), which nowhere intersects 

itself (a so-called simple closed curve) is given by the integral 


where the value obtained is positive or negative according 
as the sense in which the boundary is described is positive or 
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iK^SiTive. We siiAil nov; extend t-iiis result to more general curves, 
tin::: t:,uve C\ given by tbe equation x=x\f), 

't;. ;Lterse>::s itself in a nnit-e number of points, tliiis divid- 
ii.v tiar Tviane into a iinite number of portions .Rj, R.^ Sup- 

pose lurtber tiiat the derivatives are continuous, except perliaps 
fen a unite number of juinp discontinuities, and that i- — y- z=p 0 _, 
ext-ept pssriiaps at a finite number of values of if which may 
€orresp-0!0-i to corners. Finally, it is assumed that the curve 
has rlnite number of iines of support (p. 270). 

To each region j?^- we then assign an index jXi defined in the 
fodowing way: we choose an arbitrary point Q in not lying 
on any line of support', and erect the line extending from Q 



Fig. 21 

upwards, in the direction of the positive y-axis. We count the 
nimiber of times the curve C crosses the half-line from right to 
left, and subtract the number of times the curve C crosses from 
left to right; the difierence is the index For example, the 
interior of the curve illustrated in fig. 6 (p. 269) has the 
index /x = —1: and in fig. 21 the regions 2?!, . . . , R^ have the 
mdiees /ij = —1, = — L /nj = —2, = —2, = —1. This 

number actually does depend on the region and not on the 
particular point Q chosen in i?,-, as we readily see in the following 
manner. We choose any other point Q' in iZ,-, not on a line of 
support, and join Q to Q' by a broken line lying entirely in the 
region iZ,. As we proceed along this broken line from Q to Q' 
the number of right-to-left crossings minus the number of left- 
to-right crossings is constant; for between lines of support the 
ntmiber of crossings of either type is unchanged, while on 
crossing a line of support either the number of crossings of both 
types increases by one, or else both the numbers decrease by one; 
in either case, the difference is unaltered. In the case where the 
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line of support meets the curve at several different points, say 
A, B, , , . ) H, consider it as several different lines of support, 
FA, FB, ... 5 FE, where F is the point of the r-axis vertically 
below all the points A, B, , H. Our argument then applies 
to each of these lines. Hence the number has the same value 
whether we use Q or Q' in determining it. 

In particular, if our curve does not intersect itself, the interior 
of the curve consists of a single region R whose index is ~~ 1 or 
— 1 according as the sense in which the boundary is described 
is positive or negative. To see this we draw any vertical line 
(not a line of support) intersecting the curve; on this line we 
find the highest point of intersection (P) with the curve, and in 
R we choose a point Q below P and so near it that no point of 
intersection lies between P and Q. Then above Q there lies one 
crossing of the curve, which if the curve is traversed positively 
must be a right-to-left crossing, so that 1: otherwise 

1. As we have just seen, this same value of fi holds 
for every other point of R. For such a curve, and in fact for all 
closed curves, one of the regions, the outside ” of the curve, 
extends unboundedly in all directions; we see immediately that 
this region has index 0, and henceforth neglect it. 

Our theorem about the area is now as follows: the value of 

the integral — / yxdt is equal to the sum of the absolute areas of 
the regions Ri, each area Ri being counted times; in symbols 



I area 


The proof is simple. We assume, as we are entitled to do, 
that the whole of the curve lies above the x-axis (cf. footnote, 
p. 271). The lines of support cut Ri into a finite number of por- 
tions; let r be one of these portions. Then on taking the integral 

— J yxdt for each single- valued branch of the curve, we find that 

the absolute area of r is counted -t-l times for each right-to-left 
branch over r and —1 times for each left-to-right branch over 
r, in all times. The same is true for every other portion of Pg 
hence Ri is counted times. Thus the integral round the com- 
plete curve has the value Sp.,- 1 area Ri | , as stated. This for- 
mula agrees with what we have found for simple closed curves, 
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we re»"‘0'ioii:e from tLe discussion of the values of ft for such 

curves. 

The I :et:!:itioii iriven for the index ft,* has the disadvantage 
beiri'z states] in tenns of a particular co-ordinate system. As 
a matter of fact, howevt^r, it can be shown that the value of fXi 
is iiidep^mdent of the co-ordinate system and depends solely on 
the cui^’e; but we shall not prove this here. 



CHAPTER VI 


Taylor’s Theorem and the Approximate 
Expression of Functions by Polynomials 

In many respects tlie rational functions are the simplest 
functions of analysis. They are formed by a finite number 
of applications of the rational operations of calculation, 
while in the last resort the formation of every other function 
involves a more or less concealed passage to the limit from 
rational functions. The questions whether and how a given func- 
tion can be expressed approximately by rational functions, in 
particular by polynomials, are therefore of great importance both 
in theory and in practice. 

1. The Logarithm and the Inverse Tangent 
1. The Logarithm. 

We begin by considering some special cases in which the 
integration of the geometrical progression leads almost at once 
to the desired approximations. We first remind the reader of 
the following fact. For q=^l and for positive integers we 
have 

= 1 + g + ^ . -f + r„, 

1 — g 



If j g I < 1 the remainder f „ tends to 0 as ti increases, and we 
then obtain (pp. 34-35) the infinite geometric series 

1 4" y + + • • • with the sum , 
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OHT starting-point tve take the formula 

dt 


and expand the integrand in accordance with the above formnia, 
putting q = —t. Then bv integration we at once obtain 

t-t-t-- -I- s 

•2 3 4 • • • ^ 


loa i 1 


IL 


where 



Hence for any positive integer n we have expressed the 
fimetion iog(l — j') approximately by a pohmomial of the ?i-th 


degree, namely, 

X 




. . - (r- 1)«-^ 


5 

n 


at the same time the quantity the remainder, specifies the 
amonnt of the error made in this approximation. 

In order to estimate the accuracy of this approximation, 
we need only have an estimate for the remainder i?„; and such 
an estimate is given us immediately by the integral estimates 
on p. 126. If at first we suppose that x ^ 0, then in the whole 
interval of integration the integrand is nowhere negative and 
nowhere exceeds Consequently 




and we therefore see that. for every value of a; in the interval 
0 ^ a* ^ 1 this remainder can be made as small as we like by 
choosing n large enough I'cf. p. 32). If, on the other hand, the 
quantity ar is in the interval — 1 < x ^ 0, the integrand will 
not change sign and its absolute value wiU not exceed \ ^ + x), 

and we thus obtain the estimate for the remainder 


We see, therefore, that here again the remainder is arbitrarily 
small when n is sufficiently large. Of course, our estimate has 
no meaning when we put a: == —I. 
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Summing up, we can say that 


n 


where the remainder tends to zero as n increases* provided 
that X lies in the interval"*^ — From the above 

inequalities we can, in fact, find an estimate for the remainder, 
independent of x, which is valid for all values of a: iii the interval 
“~1 -f ^ ^ ^ where h is a number such that 0 < 7 ^ ^ 1 . 

For then 


and this formula shows us that in the whole interval the function 
log(l -f is expressed approximately by our pohmomial of the 


)i-th degree, the error being nowhere greater than . 

" " " li I 

We leave it to the reader to convince himself that for ail \ulues 
of X for which | a; | > 1 the remainder not only fails to approach 
zero, but, in fact, increases numerically beyond all bounds as 
n increases, so that for such values of x our polynomial does not 
give us an approximation to the logarithm. 

The fact that in the above interval the remainder i?,. tends 
to zero may be expressed by saying that in this interval we have 
the infinite series f 


iog(l + ir) = a; 


cc- , xP 
77 “ 



for the logarithm. If in this series we insert the particular 
value a; = 1, we obtain the remarkable formula 


This is one of the relations whose discovery made a deep 
impression on the minds of the first pioneers of the differential 
and integral calculus. 


* It is to bo noted that tins interval is open on the left and closed on the 
right. 

t Infinite series will be considered in detail in Chap. Yin (p. 365). 
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The above apprordniation for the logarithm leads us to 
auouher formula which is useful for many purposes, particularly 
iii Liumerical ealcuiations. Provided that — 1 < < 1, we have 

only to write —a’ in place of x in the above formula- to obtain 


log (1 — X}- 


av ^ 


Taking n as even and subtracting, we have 




R 


nj 


where is given by the expression 



On aceo'unt of the relation 


:r. 


n — 1 1 


the remainder tends to zero as n increases, a fact which we 
again express by writing the expansion as an infinite series: 


1, 1-r 

~ ion :: 

2 - 1 — X 


== ar r,anh x == x - 


5 


x‘ 

T 


for all values of x such that 1 x [ <1. 

An advantane of this formula is that as x traverses the in- 
terval from — 1 to 1, the expression : 


- ranges over all positive 
1 — X 

numbers. Hence if the value of x is suitably chosen this series 
enables 11 s to calculate the value of the logarithm of any positive 
number, with an error not exceeding the above estimate for R^. 


2. The Inverse Tangent* 

YTe can treat the inverse tangent in a similar way if we 
begin with the formula, true for every positive integer 
1 

1 -p |2 
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where 




fin 

!+?■ 


By integratioa. we ohtain 

arc tana: = x— — ^ [-•••-r {— 1)”“^ 

3 0 

OC fin 


Sn-l 


— -f- Sffl, 

2n-l 


px pin 

Rn=={~-irj 

‘'0 1 + ^2 


and we see at once that in the interval — 1 ^ a: ^ 1 the re- 
mainder J2„ tends to zero as n increases, for 

rl^l 


\Rn\^ 

‘ Jq 


X 


2n-M 


2n^l 


From the formula for the remainder we can also show fairly 
easily that for | a? | > 1 the absolute value of the remainder 
increases beyond all bounds as n increases. We have accord- 
ingly deduced the infinite series 

a? 

arc tana; = a;-— ~^-r — r*... 


valid for I a? j ^ 1. For a; = since arc tanl == we have 

7r_ 1,1 

1 — -P r • . 

4 3 o 


as remarkable a formula as that previously found for log 2. 


Examples 


1. Prove that x -f- 




Hence find log| to 2 places. 


2 3(1 + 0 ;) 


< log(l + ») < E - ^ -f ^ (a: > 0). 


2. Calculate log - to 3 places, using the series 
5 

a? 

log{l + a;) = a;-^+-- 


Prove that the result is accurate to 3 places. 

3. How many terns of the series for log(l + x) must be used in order 
to obtain log(l + a?) to within 10 per cent if 30 ^ a: ^ 31t 
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2. Taylor's Theorem 

Ai: ::.r.[,iroxhnaTe repr^-'SenTation by rational functions, as in 
above, can also be obtained in the case of an 
arfjitrary function ji a' about which we assume only that for all 
valines, of the independent, variable in an assigned closed interval 
the fiirietion p^js.sesses continuous derivatives up to the 
'id — leth order at least. In most of the cases which actually 
oeeiir the existence and continuity of all the derivatives of the 
furif'tion is known to begin with, so that for n we can choose 
any arbitrary integer. 

The approximation formula which we shall now derive was 
discovered in the early days of the differential and integral cab 
cuius fay Taylor, a student of Xewton’s, and is known as Taylor’s 


L Taylor^s Theorem for Polynomials. 

Ill order to get a clear idea of the problem, we shall begin by 
considering the case where /(a-) = Qq — a^x - 7 - ci.yXr -f . . . t 
is itself a polynomial of the ?i-th degree. ^Ye can then easily 
express the coedteients of this polynomial in terms of the deri- 
vaTivcS of fix} at the point x = 0 . For if we differentiate both 
sides of the equation once, twice, &c., with respect to x and 
then put r = 0, we at once find that the coefficients are 


r 


1 =/' «2 = /"(0)= • - • = Cln=-, (0) 

2 . nl 


Any p.oIynoiniaI/!>‘;; of the > 2 -th degree can therefore be written 

in the form 

Ml =/;0) - z/'(0) - eh"(0) - t f’"{0) - . . . -f ^^'"’(0). 

2. o! nl 

This formula merely states that the coefficients a^. can be ex- 
pressed ill terms of the derivatives at a; = 0 and gives the 

expressions for them. 

We can generalise this “ Taylor series ’’ for the poly- 
nomial slightly if we replace x by | = x -p A and consider 
the function /(I) =/(z-r A) = 5 '(A) as a function of h, for 

* A special case of this theorem is often referred to, without historical 
justificatioia, as Maclaurin's theorem. We shall not follow this usage. 
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rij 

tie moment tkinking of x as fixed and A as the independent 
variable. It then follows that 

aad hence, if we put ii = 0, 

i=m 

If we apply the previous formula to the function/(rr — h) ~ g{h), 
which is itself a polynomial of the K-th degree in Ji, we im- 
mediately obtain the Taylor series 

f{^) =/(2; - 'h) =f{x) -f hf’(x) -f fix) — ^ 

<u, O. 

2. Taylor’s Theorem for an Arbitrary Function. 

These formulae suggest that we should seek a similar formula 
in the case of an arbitrary function f(x), not necessarily a 
polynomial; in this case, however, the formula can lead only 
to an approximation to the fimction by a pohmoniiaL 

We wish to compare the values of the function / at the point 
X and at the point ^ x-r h, so that h== ^ — x. If now /? is 
any positive integer whatever, the expression 


will not, as a rule, be an exact expression for the functional value 
/(!)• We must therefore put 

M) =/(a;) +(i- x)r{x) 4- -... 

nl 

where the expression denotes the remainder when /(£) is 
replaced by the expression f{x) +f'{x) {| — ir) -7- . . . . In the 
first instance this equation is nothing but a formal definition of 
the expression i?„. Its significance lies in the fact that we can 
easily find a neat and useful expression for this remainder i?„. 
For this purpose we think of the quantity i as fixed and the 
( e 798 ) 22 
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ci'ianrity x as the independent variable. The remainder is then 
a fnnetio!: Bv the above equation this function vanishes 

for z = £ : 

EM) = 0. 

Fuitiier, by difierentiation, vre obtain 

ni 

For if we diferentiate the equation defining the' remainder 
with respect to x. we obtain 0 on the left, since /(|) does not 
depend on x and is therefore to be regarded as a constant. On 
the right we diferentiate each term by the rule for products, 
and find that all the terms cancel out except the last one, which 
is written above with a minus sign. 

Xow by the fundamental theorem of the integral calculus 

RJ,x) = RrXx) — PU.i)=f R„'{t)dt = —J Rn{t)dt, 

SO that we obtain the formula 

Rjx)= r~'’ r (t) dt. 

Jx ill 

If we i,ntroduce a new variable of integration r by means of the 
equation r = t — x, this becomes 

Rr.= j ‘Ji — [x + t ) dx. 

Collecting these results, we have the following statement: 

If the function iix) has continuous derivatives up to the 
(n -- l)”th order in the interml under consideration, then 

f(x - h) =fix) - hf’ix) - ^J"{x) -f |/"'(a;) 4- • • ■ 

or (the equimlent expression for h = i — x) 

m =/(x) -a- x)f'(x) + +... 



VI] TAYLOR’S THEOREIM 323 

where the remainder En is given by the formula 

If in particular we put x = 0 and then replace h by x, we 
obtain the formula 

m ==/(o) + ^/'(o) + J/''(o) 4- ... - - i?, 

with the remainder 

R„ = ~ f (x— (t) d-. 

These formulae are known as Taylor’s theorem. They give 
expressions for the functions f{x 4- Ji) and fix) resnectively in 
terms of polynomials of degree nmli and in x respectively (the 
so-called polynomial of approximation), and a remainder. The 
polynomial of approximation is characterized by the fact that 
when A = 0 (or a; = 0, as the case may be) its value and 
that of its first n derivatives are the same as those of the 
given function and its first n derivatives. In contrast 
with the Taylor series for polynomials the remainder and the 
expression for it are essential here. The significance of the 
formula lies in the fact that the remainder, even though it 
has a more complicated form than the other terms of the 
formula, nevertheless affords us a useful means for estimating 
the accuracy with which the sum of the first + 1 terms, 

/(O) + J/'(0) + |J/"(0) + . . . + 

represents the function /(a;). 

3 . Estimation of the Remainder. 

Whether the first w -f 1 terms of Taylor’s series actually give 
a sufficiently good approximation to the function naiurally 
depends on whether the remainder is sufficiently small. We 
therefore now turn our attention to the estimation of this re- 
mainder. Such an estimate can most easily be made by means 
of the mean value theorem of the integral calculus (Chap. II, § 7, 
p. 127). 


* Wiiose representation requires no remainder. 
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W?- tiiis theorem in the form 

/ p I r ) 6 ( r) dr= 6 {6k) 

wLrre //'t) is a continuoas function wMcii is nowhere negative 
in the interval of integration, and ih) is merely a continuous 
function there, while ^ is a number in the interval ^ 0 ^ 0 ^ 1. 
If in the formula for the remainder we take {h r)^- to be 
we obtain 

{« — ii- 

if instead we put p(r) = 1 we obtain tbe expression 

/>! 

which is less important for us and is stated here only for the sake 
of completeness. In these formuloe 6 denotes a certain number 
in the interval 0 ^ ^ ^ 1, whose value we cannot in general 
specify more accurately; as a rule, of course, this value is dif- 
ferent in the two formula for the remainder, and in addition 
depends on n, a*, and h. The first form of the remainder wns 
given by Lagrange, the second by Cauchy, and they are 
eorrespon^iingly named . t 

Our interest will be directed chiefly towards finding out 
whether tie remainder tends to zero as n increases; if this is 
the ease, the larger we choose n the more accurately is f(x 4- h) 
reprt'^ented by the corresponding polynomial in /n In this case 

* We in:iy in fact assarae that 0 < 0 < 1, but this is of no importance 

here. 

Th'fie - xr for the remainder, as well as others, can be derived 

from tie mean vaiue theorem of the diSerential calculus and from the general- 
ized mean value theorem (p. 203) respectively. We apply these theorems to 
the funvicn =Bn>x) - Bni and to the pair of functions En{x) and 

\x “ '* Tespectively, vs-here reconsider | as fixed and make use of the formula 

P^’ix} = - ii (n~l> {X). 

Ti\ 

These methods of deriving the formulae for the remainder throw more stress on 
the fac-T that Taylor’s theorem is a generalization of the mean value theorem; 
they also oSer the advantage, which for many theoretical purposes is important, 
that we need only assume the and not the continuity of the (n -r l)-th 

derivative. On the other hand, however, we lose the advantage of having an 
exact exp resaon for the Temainder in the form of an integral. 
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we say tiat we have expanded the function in an infinite Taylor 
series 

)=fo) -f ~ p”0) - 1 r'(x) 

or, in particular, if we first put x = 0 and then write x in piace 
of h, 

/W =/( 0 ) + ( 0 ) -r p" ( 0 ) - p'” ( 0 ) - . 

We shall meet with examples of this in the next section. 

First, however, we wish to point out the second important 
point of view arising from consideration of Taylor’s series. 
If in the first formula we think of the quantity k as becoming 
smaller and tending to zero, then in the terminology of Chap. Ill, 
§ 9 (p. 195), the various terms of the series will tend to zero 
with different orders of magnitude; we accordingly call the 
expression f{x) the term of zero order in Taylor's series, the 

Jr 

expression hf'(x) the term of first order, the expression (x) 

the term of second order, and so on. From the form of om 
remainder we see the following fact: 

In expanding a function as far as the term of n-th order ice male 
an error which tends to zero with order (n — 1 ) as h 0 . 

On this fact many important applications depend. It shows 
us that the nearer the point x-r Ji lies to the point x. the better 
is the representation of the function /(aj — h) by the polvnomial 
of approximation, and that in a given case the approximation 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the point x can be improved 
by increasing the value of n. 


Examples 


1. Let f{x) have a continuous derivative in the interval a ^ a: g 6, 
and let f'{x) ^ 0 for every value of x. Then if 5 is any point in the inter- 
val, the curve nowhere fails below its tangent at the point a: = = 

(Use the Taylor expansion to three terms.) 


2, Find the value of 0 in Lagrange’s form of the remainder R„ for the 
expansions of - and - in powers of x> 


H i 
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3. Applications. Expansions op the Elementary 
Functions 

We sEa’I now u?e the general results of the preceding section 
in CT'der to express the elementary functions approximately by 
means of pohmomiais and to expand them in Taylor series. 

shall, however, restrict ourselves to those functions for which 
the coeiheients of the expansion in series are given by simple 
laws of formation. The series for certnin other functions will 
be discussed in Chap. VIII (p. 405 et seq.). 


i. The Exponential Ennction. 

The simplest example is offered by the exponential function, 
/ fij = Here all the derivatives are identical with f(x) and 
therefore have the value 1 for x = 0. Hence by using Lagrange’s 
form for the remainder we at once obtain the formula 






• Of ' 


^ (n -h 1)! ^ 


in accordance with § 2 (p. 320 et seq,). If we now let 7i increase 
beyond all hounds the remainder will tend to zero, no matter 
what fixed value of x we have chosen. For | j ^ to begin 
with. We now choose a fixed integer 7n greater than 2 | a’|. 
Then for n ^ m we have 


LI- 

n 


< 


so that 


■ „ i 1 1^1 


: i/: - 1 

.)! : ml 

-m 4 

- 1 

< : ■ 



1 2x 

1 

~ ml 

Or.-rl— ??2 

ml 

2^' 


[ Ot* [To 

1 <- 1 i 

Jl. 


ml 

2« 



n -r 1 


Since the first two factors on the right are independent of n, 
while the number 12^ tends to zero as n increases, our state- 
ment is proved. If we think of the number x not as fixed, but 
as free to vary in the interval —<2 ^ r ^ a, where a is a fixed 
positive number, it follows from the above that if we choose 
m > 2a the estimate 



ml 2” 
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is TaEd pro%'ided n ^ m. For the remainder we have therefore 
specified a hound which holds for all values of x in the interval 
—a^x^a, and which tends to zero as n oz. For the func- 
tion e~ we can therefore write the expansion as an infinite series 


e®= 1 -f 


1 ! 


3 ^ 
9? ’ 


3! ' 


:S f 

f * 

Vi 


the last expression being merely an abbreyiated expression for 
the series. This expansion is valid for all values of x. Thus we 
have again proved that the number e considered in Chap. I 
(cf. p. 43) is the same as the base of the natural logarithma 
(cf. Chap. Ill, § 6). For numerical calculations we must, of course, 
make use of the finite form of Taylor’s theorem with the re- 
mainder: for a; = 1, for example, this gives 


^=1 + 1 + ^- 


1 . 

3! 


1 

ni ‘ (n-iy: 


If we vish to calculate e vith an error of at most 1 10,000, we 
need only choose n so large that the remainder is certainly less 
than 1/10,000; and since this remainder is certainly less than 
3/('?^-f I)’j it is sufficient to choose 7, since SI > 30,000. 
We thus obtain the approximate value 

e=2‘71822 


with an error less than 0*0001. Here we do not take any account 
of the error due to neglecting the figures in the sixth decimal place. 


2. Sin a:, cos.:%;, cosh:^;. 

For the functions sin a;, coscc, sinha;, cosh a: we find the follow- 
ing formulae: f 


m = 

since 

cos a? 

sinha: 

cosha^j 

/'(^) = 

cos a; 

—sin a: 

cosh O’ 

smha5, 

/"(^•) = 

—sin a? 

—cos a: 

sinhx 

cosh 35, 

rix) = 

— cosac 

sinaj 

cosh a: 

sinhar, 

f^'{x) = 

sin a? 

cos 35 

sinha; 

cosh a*. 


* Here we have made use of the fact that e < 3. 


This follows immediately 

^ ^ and 


(cf. p. 43 also) from our series for e; for it is aiways true that -i ^ ^ 
therefore 

+ =14- 1/(1 - J) = 3. 

flf /{») = sina; or f(x) = cosar, the »-th derivative can aiways be repre- 
sented by the expression 

/(«)(a;) =* f{x 4“ Insr) 
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Hence :n the :■ of approximation for sinx and sinlia; 

t'he eoemeieiit^ o: the even powers of x vanisli, while in the polv- 
Lom:iL5 of .y ; : for eosx and coshr the coefficients of 

odd powers vanish. Thus in the first case the i2/i — l)-th 
and the — doth polynomials are identical, while in the 
sec'ond case the 2/Mh and the {2?e — l)-th are identical. If in 
each ease we use the higher of these polynomials we at once 
oLtain. using Lagraiige's form of the remainder, 


Einr = X* - 


3! 51 


-1). 




(2n-l)! 




COSX= 1 • 


X- , X* 

' 21 4! 


(-1)” 


X-n 


-(-lC"O-^^2h,C0S{fo), 
(2n -r 2)! 


sinhx = X 



f 2« - 3)! 


-3.2n-rl 

* ‘ (2n~ l)l 

cosh(^x), 


, T . X* 

cosnx = 1 — 

•!» 


X^ 

s 




(2n ■ 


cosh(dx). 


where in each of the four formulge, of course, d denotes a difierent 
number in the interval 0 g d ^ 1, a number which in addition 
depends on n and on x. In these formulse we can also make the 
approximation as exact as we please for each value of x, since 
the remainder tends to 0 as n increases. We thus obtain the 
four series 





= 2(-ir^A— 

(2v -r 1)1 


cosx = 


2! ‘ 4! 


— t; 


(-ir 
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smhx = X + |- + ~ + 
3! a! 


cosli^=l + ^H-» + 
21 4! 


. y 

p=o(2f)! 


The last two can also be obtained formally from the series for 
e* in accordance with the definitions of the hyperbolic functions. 


3. The Binomial Series. 

We may pass over the Taylor series for the functions log (1 ~ x) 
and arc tan X, which have already been treated directly in § 1 
(p. 315). We must, however, take up the generalization of the 
binomial theorem for arbitrary indices, which is one of the most 
fruitful of Newton’s mathematical discoveries, and which repre- 
sents one of the most important cases of expansion in Taylor 
series. Our object is the expansiou of the function 

f(^) = (1 -r 2 :)“ 

in a Taylor series, where a;> — 1 and a is an arbitrary number, 
positive or negative, rational or irrational. We have chosen the 
function (1 -p instead of of because at the point x = 0 it is 
not true that all the derivatives of are continuous, except in 
the trivial case of non-negative integral values of a. We first 
calculate the derivatives of f{x), obtaining 

f'(x) = a(H- xr\ r\x) = a(a ^ 1) (1 > 

= a(a - 1) . . . (a - V -f-l) (1 -r 

In particular, for a; = 0 we have 

/'(O) = a, /"(O) = a(a - 1 ), . . . , /^(O) = a(a - 1 ) (a - v - 1 ). 
Taylor’s theorem then gives 

(1 + 25)“ =. 1 + aa; + + . . . 

a (a — 1) (a — 2) . . . (a — • -T 1) ^ 

i 1 

n\ 

We have still to discuss the remainder. This problem is not very 
difficult, but nevertheless is not quite so simple as in the cases 
treated previously. Here we shall pass over the estimation of 
the remainder, since the general binomial theorem will be proved 
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in a JiiiYrent and simpler way in Chap. 

\'ni ip. 4 mC et cf. also p. 336). The result, ^rhich we 
mention here in advance, is that whenever | a; i < 1 the re- 
maiiitier tends to 0 and therefore the expression (1 -f ^-T can 
be exmnded in the infinite binomial series 


(1 — xy = 1 ■ 


1 !"- 


ala — 1) 




where for brevity we have introduced the general binomial 

ai a — 1) ... (a — p 4- 1) 


coenicienrs 


(for 0), 


(»)=■■ 


Examples 


1. Expand (i — to two terms plus remainder. Estimate the re- 
mainder. 

2. Use the expansion of Ex. 1 (discarding the remainder) to calcuiate 
A' 2. What is the degree of accuracy of the approximation? 

3. What ilnear function best approximates to 4 a;) in the neigh- 
bourhood of a; = 0? Between what values of a: is the error of the approxi- 
mation less than 'Or.' 

4. What quadratic function best approximates to '^^(1 4 in the 
neighbourliood of a: = 0? What is the greatest error in the interval 

5. 2 ) What linear function, {b) what quadratic function, best approxi- 
mates to T — X) in the neighbourhood of a; = 0? What are the greatest 
errors when —•I ^ z ^ *1? 

6. Ca’culate to 4 places. 

7. Do the same for {a} cos ('01), (b) '\/l26, (c) ^/97. 

S. Expand sm > — in a Taylor series in h. Use this to find sinST 
(=: sin (30' — 1®V; to 3 places. 


Expand the functions in Ex. 9-lS in the neighbourhood of a; = 0 to 
three terms plus remainder (writing the remainder in Lagrange’s form). 

9. sin-x. 14. e"*®’. 

10. cos^x. 15. -i-. 

cosx 


11. log cos X, 

12. tanx. 


16. cotx . 

X 

17 . 

smx X 


13. 


log 


1 


18. 


Iog(l 4 X) 

1 4 


C 08 X 
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19 . (a) Expand to five terms plus remainder; (b) in the power 
series for e- substitute for z the power series for sin a;, taking enough terms 
to secure that the coefficient of is correct. Compare with (a), 

20. Find the pol^uiomial of fourth degree which best approximates to 
tanx in the neighbourhood of x = 0. In what interval does this poRmomial 
represent tanx to within 5 per cent’ 

21. Find the first 6 terms of the Taylor series for y in powers of x 
for the functions defined by 

(a) x 2 -f 2/2 = y, 2/(0) = 0 ; (h) y- == y, y{0) = 1 ; 

(c) x® + ^ = 2 /, y{0) = 0. 


4. Geometrical Applicatioxs 

The behaviour of a function f{x) in the neighbourhood of a 
point X = a, or the behaviour of a given curve in the neigh- 
bourhood of a point, can be studied with increased accuracy by 
means of Taylor’s theorem, for this theorem resolves the increment 
of the function on passing to a neighbouring point x = a — h into 
a sum of quantities of the first order, second order, &c. 

1. Contact of Curves. 

AYe shall now make use of this method in order to investi- 
gate the concept of contact of two curves. 

If at a point, say the point x = a, two curves y = f(x) and 
y = g (x) not only intersect, but also have a common tan- 
gent, we shall say that at this point the curves touch one another 
or have contact of the first order. The Taylor expansions of the 
functions fia-j-h) and g{a-r-h) then have the same terms 
of zero order and of first order in k. If at the point x = a 
the second derivatives of f(x) and g{x) are also equal to one 
another, we say that the curves have contact of the second order. 
In the Taylor expansions the tercos of second order are then 
also the same, and if we assume that both functions have con- 
tinuous derivatives of the third order at least, the difierence 
D(x) =f{x) — g(x) can be expressed in the form 

D(a+h) =/(« +h)-g{a+h) = ^^ I)"'[a ~ eh)= | FQi), 

where the expression F (h) tends to /"'(a) g'^'(a) as h tends to 

zero. The difference D{a+h) therefore vanishes to at least 
the third order with h. 
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tlie contact may be of still higher order, i.e. that the equation 
is also true. If this is not the case, i.e. if 
^ we speak of a contact of exactly the H-th 

order or say that the order of the contact is exactly n. 

From our formulae as well as from our figures we can at once 
state a remarkable fact which is often unnoticed by beginners. 
If the contact of two curves is exactly of an even order, that is, 
if an even number n of derivatives of the two functions have the 
same value at the point in question, while the (n — l)-th deri- 
vatives differ, then in conformity with the above formula* the 
difference f(a h) — g {a -j- h) will have different signs for small 
positive values of h and for numerically small negative values 
of li. The two curves will then cross at the point of contact. 
This case occurs e.g. in contact of the second order if the third 
derivatives have different values. If, however, we consider the 
case of contact exactly of an odd order, e.g. the case of an or- 
dinary contact of the first order, the (iifference/(a — A) — ^ (a — /^) 
will have the same sign for all numerically small values of 1l 
whether positive or negative: the two curves therefore will 
not cross in the neighbourhood of the point of contact. The 
simplest example of this is the contact of a curve with its tan- 
gent. The tangent can cross the curve only at points where the 
contact is of the second order at least; it will actually cross the 
curve at points where the order of contact is even, e.g. at an 
ordinary point of inflection, where f" (a;) = 0 but (x) 0. 

At points where the order of contact is odd it will not cross 
the curve; as examples we may take an ordinary point of the 
curve where the second derivative is not zero, or the curve 
at the origin. 

2. The Circle of Curvature as Osculating Circle. 

When looked at from this point of view the concept of the 
curvature of a curve y=fix) gains a new intuitive significance. 
Through a definite point of the curve with the co-ordinates 
x= a, y=b there pass an infinite number of circles which 
touch the curve at the point. The centres of these circles 
lie on the normal to the curve, and to each point of this normal 

♦ That the order of contact of two curves is a genuine geometrical relation 
which is unaffected by change of axes is a fact which can easily be established 
by means of the formulae for change of axes. 
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A< one sneh tangent circle. We may expect 
that ly ’ choice o£ the centre of the circle we can bring 

al»out a ‘t of the second order between the ciirve and the 

circle. 

As a matter of fact, we know from Chap. Y (p. 2S3) that for 
the circle of ciirvatnre at the point x~ a, whose equation is, say, 
ytzzg^x], we not only have g(a)=f{a) and g'{a]=f{a), 
but also gUa]=f^{aj. Hence the circle of curvature is at 
the same time the osculating circle at the point of the curve 
uixder discussion: that is, it is the circle which at that point has 

contact of the second order 
with the curve. In the 
limiting case of a point of 
inflection, or in general of 
ffx} a point at which the cur- 
vature is zero and the 
radius of curvature is in- 
finite, the circle of curva- 
ture degenerates into the 
tangent. In ordinary cases, 
that is, when the contact 
at the point in question 
does not happen to be of an order higher than the second, the 
circle of curvature will not merely touch the curve, but '^vill 
also cross it (cf. fig. 2). 
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3. On the Theory of Maxima and Minima. 

As we have akeady seen in Chap. Ill (p. 161), a point x = a 
at whici/Ak) = 0 gives a maximum of the function/(x) if/'' (a) 
is negative, a minimum if /"(a) is positive. These last conditions, 
therefore, are sujicient conditions for the occurrence of a maxi- 
mum or minimum. They are by no means necessanj; for in the 
case where /"(a) == 0 there are three possibilities open; at the 
point in question the function may have a maxiTmim or a mini- 
mum or neither. Examples of the three possibilities are given 
by the functions y ~ y = x% and at the point 

X == 0. Taylor’s theorem at once enables us to make a general 
statement of sufficient conditions for a maximum or a minimum. 
We need only expand the function /(a q- powers of h; the 
essential point is then to find whether the first non-vanishing 
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term contains an even power of li or an odd power. In tte first 
case we have a maximum or a minimum according as the co- 
efiicieiit of h is negative or positive; in the second case we have 
a horizontal inflectional tangent and neither maximum nor 
minimum. The reader may complete the argument for himself 
by using the formula for the remainder.^ 

ExAiCPLES 

1. What is the order of contact of the curves ^ = e® and i/ == 1 ~ x -i- 
I sm®a; at a; = 0? 

2. What is the order of contact oi y— sin^x and y — tan^x at x = 0? 

3. Determine the constants a, 6, c, d in such a way that the curves 
y = e-® and y ^ a cosx 4“ & stnx -r c cos2x d sin2x have contact of 
order 3 at x = 0. 

4. What is tne order of contact of the curves 

= xi/, X- -r y-= X 

at their points of intersection? Plot the curves. 

5. What is the order of contact of the curves 

-f ?/2 = 2/, x2 = 2/ 
at their points of intersection? 

6. The curve 2 / = /(x) passes through the origin 0 and touches the 
x-axis at 0. Show that the radius of curvature of the curve at 0 is given 

by p = lim 

7. * Z is a circle which touches a given curve at a point P and passes 
through a neighbouring point Q of the curve. Show that the limit of the 
circle Z as Q P is the circle of curvature of the curve at P. 

8. * B is the point of intersection of the two normals to a given curve 
at the neighbouring points P, Q of the curve. Show that, as $ P, Z 
tends to the centre of curvature of the curve for the point P. (The centre 
of curvature is the intersection of neighbouring normals.) 

9. * Show that the order of contact of a curve and its osculating circle 
is at least three at points where the radius of curvature is a maximum or 
minimum. 

10. Determine the maxima and minima of the function y = 

{See p. 336.) 

* The necessary and sufficient condition given previously (p. 161), how- 
ever, is more general and more convenient in applications, namely: provided 
the first derivative f'{x) vanishes at only a finite number of points, a necessary 
and sufficient condition for the occurrence of a maximum or minimum at one 
of these points is that the first derivative /'(x) changes sign as it passes through 
the point. 
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Appendix to Chapter VI 

1. Example of a Fcxctiox which canxot be expaxbed 
IX A Taylor Series 

Tiie of a fiinction by means of a Taylor 

series vrith ri remainder of the (n — Ij-tb order depends essen- 
tiaLy on the dinerentiability of the function at the point in ques- 
tion. For this reason the function log a; cannot be represented 
by a Taylor series in powers of x, and the same is true of the 
rinetion whose derivative is infinite at a; = 0. 

In order that a function may be capable of being expanded 
in an Taylor series, all its derivatives must necessarily 

exist at the point in question: this condition, however, is by no 
means srJ^cient. A function for which all the derivatives exist 
and are continuous throughout an interval still need not neces- 
sarily be capable of expansion in a Taylor series; that is, the 
remainder E.. in Taylor's theorem may fail to tend to zero as 
d increases, no matter how small the interval in which we wish 
to expand the function. 

The simpk-^t example of this phenomenon is oSered by the function 
p == f z = £-- a" f :r X == 0, /(O) = 0, which we have already considered 
in ihe appendix to Chap. Ill (p. 196}. This function, with all its derivatives, 
is continuoiii in every interval, even at a; = 0, and we have seen that at 
till? pc-int ail the derivatives vanish, i.e. that = 0 for every value 

of K. Hence is Taylor's theorem all the coefiScients of the polynomials 
cf approximatiGii vanish, no matter what value we choose for n. In other 
words, the remainder is and remains equal to the function itself, and 
therefore, except w'hen :r == 0, does not approach 0 as n increases, since 
the function is positive lor every non-zero value of x, 

2. Proof that e is Irrational 

From the formula e==2--'I-T-...-4-— -f- we immediately 

2: nl (7i-fl)! 

deduce that the number e is irrational. For if the contrary is true, that 
is, if e = p q, where p and q are integers, we can certainly choose n 

larger than q. Then nle ^ nl? must be an integer. On the other hand, 

5? 

fi* yjf 

tu + - • - -T — + and since < e < 3, we must 

2! Ji! n + 1 


me 2nl 
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2;are 0 < — — - < 1* 
n — I 


Hence the integer nle = the integer 2nl 


-- 1 plus a non-Tanishing proper fraction, which is impossible. 


Ill 

2 


3. Proof that the Bixomial Series Converges 


111 § 3 (p. 329) we postponed the estimation of the remainder 
in the expansion of f{x) = {l — x)'^ for j x | < 1. This 
estimation we shall carry out here. It is most convenient to 
separate the cases a; > 0 and a < 0. 

we have the expression 


(1 -r 

(1 ^ 

If X > 0, we write the remainder in Lagrange's form, 
R,,{x) 

so that 

i R^(x) I ^ i ^ ^ 


y(n-f i)(^) = a(a ~ 1) . . . (a — w) 


a(a — 1) ... i a — /? j ^ 

(n-rl)l 

I a(a — 1) ... (a — u) i 


(n - 1)! 


ir.^l 


"Writing 6 = [| a j] ~ 1? where [1 a I] means the greatest integer 
which does not exceed j a j, we have 

* R (x)i ~r ~~ 


< _ 


2 ^ 1 . 2 . . . (y^ -- 1) (51 2) (71 ~ 


■pflrrl 


( 6 - 1 )! 


(n -f- 1}! 


”■ (6 - 1)1 ^ ^ 

and since b is fixed, if 0 < a: < 1, this approaches 0 as 
increases. 

For the case — 1 <! as < 0 we write the remainder in Cauchy’s 
form, 


SO that 

i®n(a;)h 






nl 




(E79S) 


23 
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55 ^ 

' z[ <L last factor cacnot exceed a constant- E, 
cf a. A>-o {I — / (1 — 6^ j a; j ) < 1. As before, 

writing i = [ ^ a ^ ] — Is vre have 

[ l!j r. i K i ^ ■ _ - . {« 2) (» -f 3) . . . (w -r b) 

■ ■ (6—1). 

g 0 ^ -r 

(0 — 1 ). 

which LTjrzoiirhsS 0 as 7i increases. 

TLt;s in eitht-r ease when i a* ; < 1 the remainder tends to 
Zero as n increases, 'ustifving the expansion in § 3 (p. 330). 


4. Zeros and Infixities of Functions and So-called 
Indeterminate Expressions 

The Taylor .series for a fnnciion in the neighbourhood of & 
point a* = a enables us to characterize the behaviour of the 
ftiiierifjn in the neighbourhood of this point in the following way. 
We say that a function fiz) at x = a has an exactly n-tii 2 )le zero 
or it vanisices there exoicthj to the order n, if f{a) =0, f'{a) = 0, 
= M_. .... = 0, and /'■■'■Ha) =p 0, Here we assume 

that in the of the point the function possesses 

eo!:tinuou5 utrivaiives to the /j-th order at least. By our de- 
fkitioL we seek to indicate that the Taylor series for the function 
in the i:e:ghlourhood of the point can be written in the form 

/{a_A) = h>(A). 

n. 


in w'liich as h 0 the factor I[li) tends to a limit different from 

0, namely, the value 

If a function 6ix) is defined at all points in the neighbour- 
hood of a point x == a, except perhaps at a? = a itself, and if 


6{x) = 


/(*) 

9{4 


where at the point a: = a the numerator does not vanish, but 
the denominator possesses a v-tupie zero, say that the func- 
tion ilT] becomes itifinite of the v-th order at the point x==a. 
If at the point a:==a the numerator also poasesses a ft-tuple 
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zero and ii fji> v, we say that the function has a (/t — F)-tupie 
zero there; while if <,v we say that the function has a 
(v — jL6)-tuple infinity. 

All these definitions are in agreement with the conventions 
already laid down (cf. Chap. Ill, § 9, p. 194) regarding the be- 
ha™ur of a function. In order to make these relations precise, 
we expand numerator and denominator by Taylor’s theorem, 
using Lagrange’s form of the remainder; the function then has 
the form 

g{a -j- h) nl k'g'-\a — 6-J-i)’ 

in wMch 8 and 6-^ are two numbers between 0 and I and tie 
If 

factors by which and -- are multiplied do not tend to zm*' 

(JLl vl 

as h does, since they approach the limits /'“''(^) and p ' fc 
respectively, which differ from zero. If p. > i\ we then have 

lim ^{a + A) = lim — = 0 . 

;2->o 


The expression accordingly vanishes to the order jx — i\ 
If r > /X, we see that the expression S{a - 7 - h) becomes infinite 
of the order y — p, as A 0. If p. = y, we obtain the equation 


Km (j){a + h) = 

72 ->o 




We can express the content of the last equations in the fol- 
lowing way: if the numerator and denommator of a function 

fix) •, 

i{x) = ''-h-f both vanish at a; = a, we can determine the li.ro.itins’ 

g(.x) 

value as ic -> a by differentiating the numerator and denominaior 
an equal number of times until one at least of the derivatives is 
other than zero. If this happens for numerator and denominator 
simultaneously, the limit which we are seeking is equal to the 
quotient of these two derivatives. If we encounter a non-vanish- 
ing derivative in the denominator earlier than in the numerator, 
the fraction tends to zero. If we encounter a non-vanishing 
derivative in the numerator earKer than in the denominator, the 
absolute value of the fraction increases beyond all bounds. 
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e thus have a tor evaluating the so-cailed indeter- 
expre.rsir,;. m (‘j—a subject that is discussed at exaggerated 
L'-Ggtb in luaiiv '-iXt-.iooks on the difierential and inteCTal eal- 
c-'Jus. In reality the point in question is merely the very simple 
determination of the iimiimg mine of a quotient in tthich the 
i.uri-erator and the denominator tend to zero. The name 
■■ inaet.-rirJnate expression ” usually found in the literature is 
mis'euding a.nd vague. 

\\ e ean arrive at our results in a .somewhat difEerent wav bv 
'• tne proof on the generalized mean value theorem * instead 
of un Tayior s theorem (ef. p. 135). According to this, if 
g'{xj == U, we have 

/(a _ h) -/(g) - f eh) 

g{a — h) — g{a) g'{a -f Bh)' 

where 8 is the same in both numerator and denominator. 
Hence, in particular, when /(a) = 0 = p(a), 

f{a ~ h) _ f{aJ-eh) 
gia -r h) g’(a — Bh)' 

Here is a value in the interval 0 < 6>< 1, and if we put 

h = we obtain 

lim fcA* = lim •0 ? , -^ ) 

s c gia — h) g’ (a h)’ 

It being assumed that the iimit on the right exists. If 
/'(«)= 0 = p'(a), 

we can proceed in the same manner until we come to the first 
index for which it is no longer true tlaaA f^\a) = 0=g^‘^'>{g). 
Then 

h-^c,g[a—h) i^Qg^\a^l)’ 

in which we also include the case in which both sides have the 
limit infinity. 


denvujg oar role has the advantage that in it no use is 
OTSieace of the derivative at the point a = o itself: further, it 
“ which is defined for a: ^ o only, so that the passage 
to the limit i-+aorA-*Ois made from one side only. passage 
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Aa examples we consider 

sina; 1 — cos i 

> » 

X z 

ir -> 0. We have 


log(l -r xf v'(I — s:’; — 1 


sin A' cosO , 1 — cos-i 

iim = = 1; lim 

»— >0 X 1 ar — >0 X 

.. e2«-l „ 

lini = lun = 2: 

*-->0 l0g(l + X) x-^Q 1/(1 -f x) 

a:® tana; 2a; tana: -|- re^/cos^a; 

lioa — = lim 

,_>o V(1 — a;-) — 1 »~>o —xN'{l — X“) 

— — Hm (2 tanx 4- .. ^ 


-^V(I — a?) 


We further note that other so-called indeterminate forms can also be 

reduced to the case we have considered; for example, the limit of — 1 

sinr X 

as X -> 0, being the limit of the difference of two expressions which both 
become infinite, is an “indeterminate form” co — 00 , By the trans- 
formation 

1 1 X — sinx 


we at once arrive at an expression whose limit as x 0 is determined by 
our role to be 

1 — cosx sinx . 

lim = iim : — = 0. 

a_^o X cosx -{- sinx 2 cosx — x sinx 


Examples 


Evaluate the limits in Ex. 1-12: 

T X** — a” 

1. inn . 

x—^a X ■— d 

lim 

Q 24 — 12x2 -h x^ — 24 cosx 

3. lim ! 

*->0 (sinx)® 

«-aj 

/4. lim . 


7 . limf-J J-Y 

\X“ — 1 X — 1/ 

8. lim - lY 

a—^oYsm-x xrj 


9. lim 3 -sinx. 
z— >0 

10. lim (1 4- a;)^K 


« arc sinx 

_ 5. hm . 


6. lim 

a^iTj 2 tanx 


*x_>0 l0g(l -f X) 

12 . lim 


13. Prove that the function y = (x®)®, 2/(0) = 1 is continuous at x = 0. 



CHAPTER VII 


Xumerical Methods 

Prelimixary Eealarks 

Anyone who iias to use analysis as an instrument for 
iLVt-stigating physical or teehnical phenomena is faced by the 
( jiiestioii whether and how the theory can be adapted to yield 
useful practical methods for actual numerical calculations. Yet 
even from the point of \iew of the theorist, who desires only 
to recognize the connexions between natural phenomena, not 
to conquer them, these questions are of no trifling interest. 
For a systematic treatment of numerical methods we refer the 
readier to special textbooks on the subject.^ Here we can only 
discuss some particularly important points which are more or 
less closely connected with the preceding ideas. We wish to 
uirect speicui attention to the fundamental fact that the mean- 
ing of an approximate calculation is not precise unless it is 
supplemented by an estimate of the errors occurring, i.e. unless 
it is aeeompaiiieu by definite knowledge of the degree of 
neeuraev attained. 


1. Numerical Ixtegratiox 

We have seen that even relathmly simple functions cannot 
be integrated in terms of elementary functions and that it is 
futile TO make this unattainable goal the aim of the integral 
calculus. On the other hand, the definite integral of a continuous 
function does exist, and this fact raises the problem of 
finding methods for calculating it numerically. Here we shall 
discuss the simplest and most obtfious of these methods with 

* Cf. e.g. Wiiittaker and Robinson, TAe Calculus of Observations (Blackie & 
Son, Ltd., 1929). 
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the aid of geometrical intuition, and we shall then consider the 
estimation of errors. 

Our object is to calculate the integral I =J f(x)dz, where 

■a is less than b. We imagine the interval of integration divided 
into n equal parts of length 7i = (6 — and we denote the 
points of subdivision by Xq — a, a -- h . . . , b, 

the values of the function at the points of division by fg, /j, 
. . . and similarly the values of the function at the mid- 
points of the intervals by f^io, /go,..., f(2n-vj -z- interpret 
our integral as an area and cut up the region under the curve 
into strips of breadth h in the usual manner. We must now 
•obtain an approximation for each such strip of surface, that is, 
for the integral 

I,==£f{x)dx. 


i. The Rectangle Rule. 

The crudest and most obvious method of approximatins to I 
is directly connected with the definition of integi'al; we replace 
the area of the strip 1^, by the rectangle of area JJi and obtain 
for the integral 1 the approximate expression * 

I ^ Mfi) -r/i - • . ■ -r/n-i). 


'% The Trapezoid and Tangent Formulse. 

We obtain a closer approximation with no greater trouble if we 
replace the area of the strip £, not by the above rectangular area, 

but by the trapezoid of area ^ shown in ng. 1. For 

the whole integral this gives the approximate expression 

I ^ (/o -/„) 

'{the trapezoid formula), since, when the areas of the trapezoids 
are added, each value of the function except the first and the 
last occurs twice. 

* Here and hereafter the symbol means “ is approximately equal to 
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As a rule the approzimation becomes even better if instead 
of choosing the trapezoid under the chord AB as an approxi- 
mation to the area of 1 ve choose the trapezoid under the tan- 
gent to the curve at the point with the abscissa x= 

The area of this trapezoid is simplv and the approxi- 

mation for the entire integral is 

I /K/lr2 2 T • • • "T /(2«~l)/2)5 
which is called the tangent fomiula. 



3. Simpson’s Rule. 

By means of Simpson’s rule we arrive, with very little more 
trouble, at a numerical result which is generally much more 
exact. This rule depends on estimating the area + of 
the double strip between the abscissae x = x^, and a; = -f 2A 
= by considering the upper boundary to be no longer a 
straight line but a parabola; to be specific, that parabola which 
passes through the three points of the curve with abscissae 
+ h and = x^. -f 2h (cf. fig. 2). The equation 
of this parabola is 

I (a? a;,,) (x a:,, Ji) /„.j-2 — ^fv+i +/. 

2 
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(The studeat may verify by direct substitution that for the 
three values of x in question this equation gives the proper values 
of y, namely, /„, and respectively.) If we integrate 
this polynomial of the second degree between the limits and 
^ we obtain, after a brief calculation, the following ex- 
pression for the area under the parabola: 

"I /o \ 

j^ydx— 2hf^+ + 2/^^j^-j-/^), 

= g(/. + C+l + /.+ 2)- 



Fig. a. — Simpson’s rule 

This represents the required approximation to the area of our 
strip, I, + Z^+i. 

If we now assume that n = 2m, i.e. that n is an even number,, 
by the addition of the areas of such strips we obtain Simpson’s 
rule: 

^ ^ (fi +/3 + + • • •/2W-1) 

+ (/2 +/4 + • • • +/2JTO-2) d" 2 (/o "1“ f 27 n)- 
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dx 


4. Examples. 

X a 

we divide the integral from 1 to 2 into ten equal parts, A will be equal 
to and by the trapezoid formula we obtain 


If 


rrj = 1-1 

/j = 0-90909 

rcs = 1-2 

/a = 0-83333 

^3 ” 1 *^ 

/3 = 0-76923 

0 : 4 = 1-4 

/4 = 0*71429 

0 : 5 = 1-5 

/g = 0-66667 

= 1-6 

/s = 0-62500 

ar, = 1-7 

= 0-58824 

= 1-8 

/g = 0-55556 

0:9 = 1-9 

/g == 0-52632 


Sum 6-18773 

To = 1*0 

i/o ~ 0-6 

0 

II 

0 

ifw = 0-25 


6-93773 X 


log,2 0-69377 

This value, as was to be expected, is too large, since the curve has its 
convex side turned towards the a:-axis. 

By the tangent rule, we have 

-f == 

Xi -f \h = 1-15 
aTo -r |a == 1-25 
-r = T35 
a '4 -f iA = T45 
x-^ - 7 - i-A — T55 
-L I ^ = 1-05 

a:- -r JA = 1*75 
-J- |A == TSo 
^9 T" JA == 1*95 


= 0-95238 
/s/o = 0-86957 
f , i . - 0-80000 
== 0-74074 
/e/2 = 0-68966 
/i]/2 = 0-64516 
/13/2 == 0-60606 
/15/2 = 0-57143 
/17/2 = 0-54054 
/,e/“ 0-51282 


6-92836 X 


log,2 ^ 0-69284 


Owing to the convexity of the curve, this value is too small. 
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For tlie same set of subdivisions we obtain tbe most exact result by 
means of Simpson’s rule. We have 


Xi = 1*1 

7 = 0-90909 

:C3= 1-3 

7 = 0-76923 

^5 = 1*5 

7 = 0-66667 

x„ = 1-7 

7 = 0-58824 

.^9= 1*9 

7 = 0-52632 


Sum 3-43955 X 4 


13-83820 


ajg == 1-2 A = 0-83333 
74 = 0-71429 
aig = 1*6 /g = 0-62500 

^8 ~ 1*8 /s = 0*55556 


Sum 2-72818 X 2 


5-45636 

13-83820 

Xq — 1-0 /o ~ 1*0 

^10 ~ 2-0 fiQ ~ 0-5 


20-79456 X -^q 


As a matter of fact 


log, 2 0-69315 

log,2 = 0-693147 . . . 


5. Estimation of the Error. 


It is easy to give an estimate of the error in each of our 
methods of integration if the derivatives of the function f{x) 
are known throughout the interval of integration. We take 
i¥i, Mg, ... as the upper bounds of the absolute values of the 
first, second, . . . derivatives, respectively; that is, we assume 
that throughout the interval | < M^, Then the estimation 

formulae are as follows: 

For the rectangle rule 






n-1 

■AS/, 


<lM^nh^=lM^{b-a)k 
2 2 


For the tangent rule 

or 


Mo 




For the trapezoid rule 




< 


Mg 

12 


For Simpson’s rule 

Iv + IpJrl ”■ g Uv + ^/v+1 +/v+2) 


< 


M^ 

90 
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From tlie last two estimates there also follow estimates for 
the entire integral I. We see that Simpson’s rule has an error 
of much higher order in the small quantity Ji than the other 
rules, so that where is not too large it is very advantageous 
for practical calculations. To avoid wearying the reader with the 
details of the proofs of these estimates, which are fundamentally 
quite simple, we shall content ourselves with the proof' for 
the tangent formula. For this purpose we expand the function 
f{x) in the {v + l)-th strip by Taylor’s theorem: 

/(a;) = L+i+ + )7"(6> 

where | is a certain intermediate value in the strip. If we 
integrate the right-hand side over the interval ^ x x^-\~ 
the integral of the middle term is zero. Since 



as is easily verified, it follows immediately that 

pX^,’rk I 7,3 

jT fix) dx - j < 1/3 — , 

which proves our assertion. 


Examples 
~ /*i 1 

1. From the formula 7 = / dx, calculate 7 ? 

4 do 1 -f 

(а) using the trapezoid formula with h — 0*1; 

(б) using Simpson’s rule with A = 0*1, 

j r^ 

' e~^’dx numerically to within (cf. p. 496). 

0 

ri 1 

3. Calculate / numerically with an error less than 0*1. 

Jq Vl 
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2. Applications op the Mean Value Theorem and op 
Taylor’s Theorem. The Calculus op Errors 

1. The “ Calculus of Errors 

We now come to quite a difierent t 3 rpe of numerical calcu- 
lations. These are applications of the mean value theorem, or 
more generally of Taylor’s theorem with remainder, or finally 
of the infinite Taylor series. As an application which, though 
simple, is quite important in practice we shall consider the cal- 
culus of errors. This rests upon the idea — which lies at the root 
of the whole of the di:Serential calculus — that a function f{x) 
which is difierentiahle a sufficient number of times can be re- 
presented in the neighbourhood of a point by a linear function 
with an error of order less than the first, by a quadratic func- 
tion with an error of order less than the second, and so on. Let 
us consider the linear approximation to a function y = f(x). 
If y i^y = f(x Hx) — f{x -j- h), by Taylor’s theorem we 
have 

kf'(x) + 

where i = x 6h(0 < 6 <l) is an intermediate value, which 
need not be more precisely known. If h= Ax is small 
we obtain as a practical approximation 

Ay RrJ hf'{x). 

In other words, we replace the diSerence quotient by the deri- 
vative to which it is approximately equal and the increment of 
y by the approximately equal linear expression in h. 

We use this fairly obvious fact for practical purposes in th(? 
following way. Suppose two physical quantities x and y are 
connected by the relation ^ = /(a;). The question then arises, 
what ehect an inaccmacy in the measurement of x has on the 
determination of y. If instead of the true ” value x we happen 
to use the inaccurate value a? -f- A, then the corresponding 
value of y differs from the true value y=f{x) by the amount Ay = 
f{x). The error is therefore given approximately 
.by the above relation. 
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We shall understand the use of these relations better if we con- 
sider a few examples. 

Ex, 1. The tangent galvanometer. In determining current by a tangent 
galvanometer we use the formula y = c tan a, where a is the angle of 
deflection of the magnetic needle, c is the constant of the apparatus,, 
and y — I is the intensity of the current. Then 

dg ^ c 

da cos^ a 

and therefore Ai/ ^ A a. The percentage error in the measurement 
is given by cos- a 

lOOAy^ lOOcAa _ 200 
y c cos- a tan a sin 2a 

From this we see that the accuracy reaches the greatest possible value, 
Le. to a given error in the measurement of the angle there corresponds 


Bf 



the least possible error in the determination of the current, when the 
angle a is equal to - /'4 or 45°. 

In particular, let us suppose that it is possible to read the tangent gal- 
vanometer to within half a degree; then | Aa | in radians < J X 0-01745 . . . 

1.745 

and the percentage error will be . If the reading on the galvano- 

sin 2a 

meter is 30°, sin2a=|V3=Jx 1*73205 . . . , and the percentage 


error is less than 2 X 


1*745 


which is about 2 per cent. 


Ex. 2. In a triangle ABC (cf. fig. 3) we suppose that the sides b and c 
are measured accurately, while the angle a = x can only be measured 
with an error 1 Aa; [ <3. Within what limit of error does the value 
y a = v'(5- -n — 2hc cos a) vary? 


We have 


Aa i -be sin a Aa; 
a 


the percentage error is therefore 


lOOAa 1005c 


sin a Aa.. If we take th© 


a 
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special case where h == 400 metres, c = 500 metres, and a = • 60° then 
by the cosine formula y = a ^ 458*2576 metres, and 

200000 _ 1 


If Aa can be measured to within ten seconds of arc, that is, if 
Aa = 10" = 4848 X 10“® radians, 
we find that at worst 

Aa ^ 1*83 cm.; 

that is, the error is at most about 0*004 per cent. 

Ex. 3. The following illustrates a type of application of the above 
methods by which we can often save ourselves considerable trouble in 
physical problems. 

It is known experimentally that if an iron rod has the length at 
temperature 0, then at temperature t its length wiU be 2 = /q( 1 -j- ai), 
where a depends only on the material of which the rod is made. If now 
a pendulum clock keeps correct time at temperature how many 
seconds will it lose per day if the temperature rises to ig* 

For the period of oscillation we have the formula 

'I . dT TZ 
-, whence — = — — . 

dl Vlg 

Hence if the change of length is Al the corresponding change in the 
period of oscillation is 



where = Zo(l odj) and Al = cd^{to — ti). This is the time lost per 
oscillation. The time lost per second is AT jT ^ AZ/2Zi; hence in one day 
the clock loses 43200 A?//i seconds. 

Here the application of our methods has saved us a number of multi-. 
plications and two extractions of the square root. In the longer direct 
process, moreover, we should finally have to subtract T{li) from the almost 
equal value ^(Zq), and a very small error in calculation would cause a rela- 
tively large percentage error in the result.* 

In this case, and in most cases where the function under consideration; 
has several factors or fractional indices, we can reduce the calculation, 
even more by taking the logarithms of both sides before differentiating, 
In the present example we have 

logT = logSTt — 1 log? + \ log?; 
by differentiating, we have 

^ 1 

dl ' W 

* It is a point of this nature that makes the calculations of applied optics. 
BO extremely laborious. 



NLLMERICAL METHODS 


[Chap 


352 


Ji we replace by — this gives 
dl Al 

T W 

in agreement with the preceding result. 


2. Evaluation of it. 


Gregory’s series,^ = _ which wo 

4 3 0 7 

obtained in Chap. VI, § 1 (p. 319) using the series for the inverse 
tangent, is not suitable for the calculation of tt, on account of 
the slowness of its convergence. We may, however, calculate 
w with comparative ease by the following artifice. From the 
addition theorem for the tangent. 


tan (a + jS) = 


tan a + tan jS 
1 — tan d tan 


if we change to the inverse functions a == arc tanw, ^ = arc tan-y, 
we obtain the formula 

arc tanw + arc tan y = arc tan 



If we now choose u and v in such a way that 


u + V 
1 


uv 


1, we 


obtain the value ^ on the right-hand side, and if u and v are 
:small numbers we can easily calculate the left-hand side by 
means of known series. If, for example, we put w = 

2 3 

.as Euler did, we obtain 


— = arc tan - ■ 
4 2 


arc tan 

3 


If we further notice that = we have 

arc tan ^ = arc tan ^ -f- arc tan so that 

237 

77 ][ 

- 7=2 arc tan - + arc tan - . 

4 3 7 

<Using this .formula Vega calculated the number tt to 140 places. 
** Sometimes called X/eibnitz’s series. 
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By means of the equation / 4- 2 ) -f- n — A } = 2, 
^ \ 5 ^ 8 / \ 40 / 3 ’ 


further obtain 


111 
arc tan - = arc tan - + arc tan - 

3 5 8 


L = 2 arc tan 2 -j- arc tan - 4~ ^ arc tan 2. 

4 5 7 8 

This expansion is extremely useful for the calculation of 


7 t by means of the series arc tana; — x — 


■ h . . . ; for 


11 1 

if we substitute for x the value or - we obtain with but 

5 7 8 

few terms a high degree of accuracy, since the terms diminish 
rapidly. We can, however, perform the calculation even more 
conveniently if we base it on the formula 


TT , 120 

_ = arc tan — - • 
4 119 


arc tan - 2 _ = 4 arc tan 2 ■ 
239 5 


arc tan : 


obtained by considerations similar to those above. 


3. Calculation of Logarithms. 


For the numerical calculation of logarithms we transform 
the logarithmic series 2 log ^ = <]) 

2 1 — X 


where 0 < cc < 1 by the substitution 


X 

X — 1 


'into the series 


log_23= ^^log(^ — l) + 2log(:p+ !)■ 


3(2p2_ 1)3 ^ ’ 

where — 1 > 1, that is, > 1. If ^ is an integer and p 1 
can be resolved into smaller integral factors, this last series 
expresses the logarithm of p by the logarithms of smaller integers 

( E 798 ) 24 
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plus a series wEose terms diminish very rapidly and whose sum 
can therefore be calculated accurately enough by use of only 
a few terms. From this series we can therefore calculate 
successively the logarithms of any prime number, and hence 
of any number, provided we have already calculated the value 
of log 2. 

The accuracy of this determination of logjp can be estimated 
more easily by means of the geometric series than from the 
general formula for the remainder. For the remainder of 
the series, i.e. the sum of all the terms following the term 


1 


n{2f - 


, we have 

1)« 


^n< 


{ 14- t t 

_ 1 1 

(n-h2)(2p2->l)«*(2p2^1)2~l’ 



and this formula immediately gives the required estimate of the 
error. 


Let us for example calculate log ^ 7, using the first four terms of the 
series. We have 

p = 7, 2p2 — 1 = 97, 

log7 = 2 log2 -r ~ log3 — -L -j- — . 

o ^ 2 97 3.97s ^ •»' 


— 0-01030928, — ^ 

97 3.97 


! 0*00000037, 


hence 


2 log2 1*38629436, - log3 0*54930614; 
2 


log J 1*94591015. 


Estimation of the error gives 




1 


5.97s 972 _ 1 30 X 10® 


We must, however, note that each of the four numbers which we have added 
is only given to within an error of 5 X 10“®, so that the last place in the 
value of log 7 given above might be wrong by 2. As a matter of fact, 
however, the last place is right also. 
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Examples 

1. To measure the height of a hill, a tower 100 metres high on top of 
the MU is observed from the plain. The angle of elevation of the base of 
the tower is 42° and the tower itself subtends an angle of 6°. What are 
the limits of error in the determination of the height if the angle 42° is 
subject to an error of 1°? 

2. Calculate logg2 to three decimal places by means of an expansion 
in series. 

3. Calculate logg5 to six decimal places, using the values of logg2 and 
loggS given in the text. 

4. Calculate tt to five decimal places, using any one of the formulae in 
sub-section 2 (pp. 352-3). 


3. Numerical Solution of Equations 

In conclusion we shall add some remarks about the numerical 
solution of the equation /(a;) = 0, where /(cc) need not necessarily 
be a polynomial.*^ Every such numerical method is based on 
the plan of starting with some known approximation Xq of one 
of the roots and then improving this approximation. Whence 
this first approximation for the desired root of the equation is 
found, and how good the approximation is, do not particularly 
matter. W^e may perhaps take a rough guess as a first approxi- 
mation, or better, obtain it from the graph of the function 
y = f[x), whose intersection with the a;-axis gives the required 
root (of course with an error depending on the scale and the 
accuracy of the drawing). 

1. Newton’s Method. 

The following procedure which comes down to us from New- 
ton is based on the fundamental principle of the differential 
calculus — ^the replacing of a curve by a straight line, the tangent, 
In the immediate neighbourhood of the point of contact. If we 
have an approximate value Xq for a root of the equation /(a;) = 0, 
we consider the point on the graph of the function y = f{x) 
w’hose co-ordinates are x ~ Xq, y=f{^Q)- WTiat we wish to find 
is the intersection of the curve with the ic-axis; as an approxi- 
mation to this we find the point where the tangent at the point 

*Here, of course, we are only concerned with the determination of real 
roots of f{x) -* 0. 
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x = Xq, y= /{Xq) intersects the a?-axis. The abscissa of this 
intersection of the tangent with the x-sixis will then represent 
a new and, under certain circumstances, a better approximation 
than Xq to the required root of the equation. 

In virtue of the geometrical 
meaning of the derivative, fig. 4 
at once gives 

Xq Xi 

From this we obtain the formula 
for the calculation of the new 
approximation x^: 


f(^o) 

If by this procedure we have found an approximation better 
than Xq, then we repeat the process to find 2 : 2 , and so on, and 
if the curve is of the form shown in fig. 3 these approximations 
will approach more and more nearly to the required solution. 


k 



Fig. 4. — Nevrton’s method of 
approximation 



The usefulness of this process depends essentially on the 
nature of the curve y=f{x). In fig. 4 we see that the successive 
estimates converge with greater and greater accuracy to the 
required root. This is due to the fact that the curve has its convex 
side turned towards the aj-axis. But in fig. 5 we see that if we 
choose the original value Xq badly, our construction does not 
lead to the required root at all. From this we see that in using 
Ne^vton’s method we must examine each individual case to 
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deter m i n e witE wEat degree of accuracj we Eave really solved 
tEe equation. We sEall return to tEis subject on p. 359 . 

2 . TEe Rule of False Position. 

Newton’s metEod, in wEicE tEe tangent to tEe curve plays 
a decisive part, is only tEe limiting case of an older metEod, 
known as tEe rule of false position, in wEicE tEe secant appears 
in place of tEe tangent. Let us 
assume tEat we know two points 

{Xq, ^0) yi) ^ 

EourEood of tEe required intersec- 
tion witE tEe a;-axis. If we replace 
tEe curve by tEe secant joining 
tEese two points tEe intersection ^ 1 " 
of tEis secant wutE tEe x-axiswill 
in certain circumstances be an 
improved approximation to tEe ^ 
required root of tEe equation. 

If tEe abscissa of tEis point is denoted by we Eave (fig. 6) 
tEe equation 

/(»o) 

and from this we calculate 
i _ Xofjx^) - 

_ - g^o/(^o) + VK) — <hfi^o ) 

fi«k) 

OJ. ^ = X . 

TEis formula, wEicE determines tEe furtEer approximation | 
from Xq and x^, is called tEe rule of false 'position. We can use it 
witE advantage if one value of tEe function is positive and the 
otEer negative, say as in fig. 6, wEere t/o > 0 and < 0. Repe- 
tition of tEis process will always lead us to tEe required result 
if at eacE step we use a positive and a negative value of the 
function, between wEicE tEe required root must necessarily He. 
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The above formula of Newton results from the rule of false 
position as a limiting case if we let tend to Xq. For the 
denominator of the second term on the right-hand side of the 
statement of the rule of false position tends to /'{Xq) as 
tends to Xq. 

3. The Method of Iteration. 

Another means of approximation to the roots of an equation 
f(^x) = 0 is the method of iteration. Here we put (x) = f(x) + x 
and write our equation in the form x — (l>{x). We then suppose 
that i is the true value of a solution of our equation, and Xq 
a first approximation. We obtain a second approximation x^ 
by putting % = <I>{xq), a third approximation x^ by putting 
X 2 = &c. To investigate the convergence of these approxi- 

mations, we apply the mean value theorem; recalling that 
i ~ ^(1), we have 

where f lies between | and Xq. This shows that if for 
I ^-a;| <1 ^-Xol 

the derivative is less in absolute value than ^ < 1, then 
the successive approximations converge, for 

II - iCi I < A I f - a-o |, I I - 2^2 I < ^ ‘ , 

I I - a:„ i < I I — ajfl I, 

and the errors therefore tend to zero. The smaller the absolute 
value of the derivative (f)'{x) near the more rapid is the con- 
vergence. 

If <f>'(x) > 1 in the neighbourhood of ^ the approximations 
no longer tend to f. We can then use the inverse function or 
else the following device. We choose a first approximation Xq^ 
calculate A=/"(rQ), and write 

Then the equation f{x) == 0 can be written x= c^{x), and here 
(^'(x) == --~f{x) + 1, which has the value 0 at 2 ; = and 

.a. 

hence will usually be less in absolute value than a constant 
^•<1 if I I— a:| <1 I — Xo[. 
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Returning to Newton’s method, we can now investigate its suit- 
ability for application at any given point. The eqnation/(ir) = 0 is 

equivalent to x — provided that f'[x) 4 = 0. 

Applying the method of iteration to this last equation, from a 

first approximation x^ we obtain a second, x^ = Xq— ; in 

/ (^ 0 ) 

other words, the same second approximation as Newton’s method 
gives when applied to the equation f{x) = 0. We thus see that 
the smaller the value of 

the more rapidly do the successive approximations converge. 
In words, Newton’s formula converges rapidly for large values 
of and small values of f{Xf^ and the curvature, as intui- 

tion would lead us to suspect. 

We can also obtain an estimate of the accuracy of Newton’s 
method, if we recall that, since /(^) == 0, the derivative = 0. 
Applying Taylor’s theorem, we have 




^ f '(a 


^ - 4>{Xq) == 

where ^ lies between | and x^. Thus, if the error of the original 
estimate is small, the method converges much more rapidly than 
the method of iteration applied directly to f{x) = 0. 

For example, if 

is everywhere less than 10, then a first approximation which is 
in error by less than -001 will yield a second approximation 
with an error of less than (-001)^ X 10 ^ 2 = -000005. 

L Examples. 

As an example we consider the equation 

f{x) = 31^ — 2x — o == 0. 

For Xq = 2, we have /(ito) == — -1, while for = 2-1 we have f{xj) — 0*061. 
By Newton’s method. 


0-061 


J'M 


3(21)2 _ 2 


■ = 2-1 — -005431 = 2-094569. 


= Ki 
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To estimate the error we find from the expression {a) above that 
is about 1 and certainly less than 2 near x~ 2 . Moreover, the error of 
our first approximation is certainly less than 1/160, for the secant joining 
the points 2 , 2 /= ~1 and a;= 2*1, 2 /= -061 cuts the a;-axis at a 
distance less than 1/160 from x = 2T, and the curve, lying under the 
secant, cuts it even nearer 2T. So the error of our second approximation 
is less than 


z 

2 ("160)2 


1 

25^600 


< -00004. 


If this degree of accuracy is not sufiScient, we can repeat the process, 
calculating /(arg) and /'(x^) for X 2 = 2-094569, and obtain a third approxi- 
mation X 3 with an error less than — < -000000002 

(25,600)2 


As a second example, let us solve the equation f(x) = x log^Q.T -• 2 = 0.- 
We have f( 8 ) = —0-6 and f(4) = +0-4, and therefore use Xq = 3-5 as a 
first approximation. Then by using ten-figure logarithmic tables we 
obtain the successive approximations 


Xa = 3-5 
Xi = 3-598 
X 2 = 3-5972849 
iTs = 3-5972850235. 


Exajviples 


1. Lsing Newton’s method, find the positive root of rr® + 6.r — 8 = 0 
to four decimal places. 

2. Find to four places the root of a;= tsmx between tt and 2 : 7 . Prove 
that the result is accurate to four places. 

3. Using Newton’s method, find the value of x for which 


f 

Jo 


^ du ■ 

1 + 2/2 


4. Find the roots of the equation 2 ?== 2 ain^r to two places. 

5. Determine the positive roots of the equation x^ — x — 0-2 ■. 
by the method of iteration. 

6. Determine the least positive root of — 8 x^ 10a; — 10 = 0 bv 

the method of iteration. 


7. Find the roots of - 7a;2 + 6a; + 20 = 0 to four decimal places. 


^ Another way of estimating the error, without reference to the secant, is 
as fofiows: if we estimate that the error is less than 1/20, the error of our second 
approximation is less than 1/202 = -0025. Hence the root differs from 2-1 by 
less than -*^945) 4 -0025 = -008. Therefore the error was not merely 

•wio064^ ^ (-008)2 * 
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Appendix to Chapter VII 

Stirling’s Formula 


In very many applications, especially in statistics and in the 
theory of probability, we find it necessary to have a simple 
approximation to n\ as an elementary function of n. Such an 
expression is given by the following theorem, which bears the 
name of its discoverer Stirling: 


As -> <20 


n\ 




■ 1 ; 


more exactly, 

In other words, the expressions n\ and difiei 

only by a small percentage when the value of n is large — as we 
say, the two expressions are asymptotically equal — and at the 
same time the factor 1 + 1 /4n gives us an estimate of the degree 
of accuracy of the approximation. 

We are led to this remarkable formula if we attempt to 
evaluate the area under the curve y=logx. By integration 
(p. 220) we find that the exact area under this curve 
between the ordinates x—1 and x= n, is given by 


< n! < V27Tn"+^e~”^l + 


J logxdx == X logo? • 


= nlogn — w + 


If, however, we estimate the area by the trapezoid rule, erecting 
ordinates at x== 1, x = 2, . . . , x = n as in &g. 7, we obtain 
Tn, an approximate value for the area: 

T„ = log2 + log3 + . . . + log(m — 1) + ^ 

= logn! — - log^. 

2 


If we make the reasonable assumption that and are 
of the same order of magnitude, we find at once that nl and 
same order of magnitude, which is essentially 
what is stated in Stirling’s formula. 
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To make t-Ms argument precise, we first show that the difierence 
is bounded, from which it will immediately follow 

that ~ ^ is of the same order of magnitude as 



The difierence — aj^ is the difierence between the area imder 
the curve and the area under the secant in the strip Jc^x^k --- 1. 

Since the curve is concave down- 
^log ward and lies above the secant, 
— a;, is positive, and == 
(^n ^n—l) “f" i^n—l ^n—2) W* • • “f" 

(ug — a^) + cti is monotonic in- 
creasing. Moreover, the difierence 
— U/, is clearly less (cf. fig. 
8) than the difference between 
the area under the tangent at 
a; = A -f- _ and the area under the secant; hence we have 

the inequality 



1 


%-rl ^ 




log* log (^+ 1) 


<b°g6+- 

2 ^2ji 


2(*+l)' 

1 \ 


2(*+i)y 
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If we add these inequalities for Z; = 1, 2, . . . , — 1, all the 

terms on the right except two will cancel out, and (since % = 0), 
we have 


ilog?-^log(l 


iUhog?. 


2 2 


Hence a„ is bounded, and being monotonic increasing it 
tends to a limit a as ^ > 00 . Our inequality for now 


— %) < - log -f ~ j, 
Since by definition A^ — Tn=^ an, we now have 


logn! = 1 — a 


„+(n+ log 


n — ny 


•or, writing ®«, 


n\ = 


'The sequence is monotonic decreasing and tends to the limit 
a = hence 

//, , 1 \ , 1 




Hence we have 


-"(i + i 

\ 4?i 


It only remains for us to find the actual value of the limit a. 
Here we make use of the formula proved in Chap. IV, § 4 (p. 225): 


\/7T = lim 


( 2 ^^)! \/n 


Replacing nl by ” and (29^)l by a 2 « 2 ' 

we immediately obtain 


an^ a- 


w~>oo ct 27 i'y 2 a-y J 

whence a = The proof of Stirling’s fomanla is thus com- 

pleted. 
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In addition to its theoretical interest, Stirling’s formula is a 
very useful tool for the numerical calculation of nl when 71 is 
large. Instead of multiplying together a large number of 
integers, we have merely to calculate Stirling’s expression 
by means of logarithms, which involves far fewer operations. 
Thus for ??,= 10 we obtain the value 3598696 for Stirling’s 
expression (using seven-figure tables), while the exact value of 
10! is 3628800. The percentage error is barely | per cent. 


Exaimple 



CHAPTER VIII 


Infinite Series and Other Limiting 
Processes 

Preliminary Remarks 

The geometric series, Taylor’s series, and a number of special 
examples which we have already met in this book suggest that 
we may well study those limiting processes which are called the 
summation of infinite series from a rather more general point of 
view. From its nature any limiting value 


can be written as an infinite series; for if n takes the values 
1, 2, 3, ... , we need only put an= 8^ — for n> 1 and 
aj = 5^ to obtain 

+ ag + . . . + 

and the value S thus appears as the limit of the sum of n 
terms as n increases. We express this fact by saying that S is 
the “ sum of the infinite series ” 

“f" ^2 • • • 

Thus an infinite series is simply a way of representing a 
limit where each successive approximation is found from the 
preceding by adding one more term. The expression of a number 
as a decimal is in principle merely the representation of a number 
a in the form of an infinite series -f ag -+; % + . . . , 

where, if 0 ^ a ^ 1, the term is put equal to X 10~'^ and 
an is a whole number between 0 and 9 inclusive. Since every 
limiting value can be written in the form of an infinite series, it 
may seem that a special study of series is superfluous. But in 
many cases it happens that limiting values occur naturally in 

365 
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the form of infinite series^ which often exhibit particularly simple 
laws of formation. Of course it is not true that every series has 
an easily recognizable law of formation. For example, the number 
7T can certainly be represented as a decimal, yet we know no 
simple law enabling us to state the value of an arbitrary digit, 
say the TOOOth, of this decimal. If, however, we set aside the 
representation of 77 by a decimal and consider Gregory’s series 
instead, we have an expression with a perfectly clear general 
law of formation. 

Analogous to infinite series, in which the approximations to 
the limit are found by repeated addition of new terms, are 
infinite products, in which the approximations to the limit 
arise from repeated multiplication by new factors. We shall 
not go deeply into the theory of infinite products, however; the 
principal subject of this chapter and of the following chapter 
will be infinite series. 


1. The Concepts op Cojtveegence and Divergence 
1. The Fundamental Ideas. 

We consider an infinite series whose “ general term ” we 
denote * by the series is then of the form 

00 

^1 + ^ 2 + , , , = 1j 
1^=1 

The symbol on the right with the summation sign is merely an 
abbre\fiated way of writing the expression on the left. 

If as 71 increases the n-th partial sum 

+ (Zg + • • • + 

approaches a limit 

S — lim Sn 


we say that the series is convergent, otherwise we say that it is 
diverged. In the first case we call S the suyn of the series. 

We have already met with many examples of convergent 


* For formal reasons we include the possibility that certain of the numbers 
may be zero. If all the Un’s from a number A” onward (i.e. when n> N) vanish, 
we speak of a Urminaiing mri&t. 
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series; for instance, the geometric series 1 + ^ + . . , , 

which converges to the sum 11(1 — q) when \q \ <1, Gregory’s 
series, the series for log 2, the series for e, and others. In the 
language of infinite series, Cauchy’s convergence test (cf. Chap. I, 
§ 6, p. 40) is expressed as follows: 

A necessary and sufficient condition for the convergence of a 
series is that the number 

becomes arbitrarily small if m and n are chosen sufficiently large 
(m > n). In other words: A series converges if and only if the 
following condition is fulfilled: if a positive number e is given, 
no matter how small, it is ^possible to choose an index N = N(€), 
which in general increases beyond all bounds as e 0, in such a 
way that the above expression is less than e, provided 

only that m > N and n > N. 


We can make the meaning of the convergence test clearer by consider- 
ing the geometric series where S' == 5 . If we choose e = we need only 
take V = 4. For 


on ' 


• 4" 


1 

bn-i 




1 

2 m— n 


) 


< 


1 


2n-l 


and 


1 

2^1 ^ 


A if 71 > 4. 
10 


If we choose s equal to yjo* sufficient to take 7 as the corresponding 
value of N, as may easily be verified. 


Obviously it is a necessary condition for the convergence of a 
series that 


lim = 0. 


Otherwise the convergence criterion certainly cannot be fulfilled. 
But this necessary condition is by no means sufficient for con- 
vergence; on the contrary, it is easy to find infiboite series whose 
general term a^ approaches 0 as increases, but whose sum does 
not exist, as the partial sum increases without limit as n 
increases. 
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An example of this is the series 

1^ Jl_ - ±JL 
‘ V2'^ V3 ‘ 


' . -f — - -f • • - 
V n 


the general term of "which is We immediately see that 
Vn 

1 , ,1 n , 

> -i~ “h • • • + -7— = - 7 — — V n, 

V n ' vn vn 


The n-th partial sum increases beyond all bounds as. n increases, and 
therefore the series diverges. 

The same is true for the classic example of the harmonic series 


2 3 4 


Here -f . . . + cion === — rw -t. ..- r 7 - Since 
71+1 '2n 2n 2n 2 

n and m = 27i can be taken as large as we please, the series diverges, 
for Cauchy’s test is not fulfilled; in fact, the ?i-th partial sum obviously 
tends to infinity, since ail the terms are positive. On the other hand, the 
series formed from the same numbers with alternating signs, 


2 3 4 


o n 


converges (of. Chap, VI, p. 317), and has the sum log 2. 


It is by no means true that in every divergent series tends 
to +CO or — CO . Thus, in the case of the series 

1-14-1-1 + 1 + -..., 

we see that the partial sum has the values 1 and 0 alternately, 
and on account of this oscillation backwards and forwards 
neither approaches a definite limit nor increases numerically 
beyond all bounds. 

With regard to the convergence and divergence of an infinite 
series the following fact which, though self-evident, is very im- 
portant, should be noted. The convergence or divergence of a series 
is not changed hy inserting a finite number of terms or by removing 
a finite number of terms. So far as convergence or divergence is 
concerned, it does not matter in the least whether we begin the 
series at the term or or or any other term chosen 
arbitrarily. 
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2 . Absolute Convergence and Conditional Convergence. 

TEe series 1 + ^ ^ + 7 . . . diverges; but if we cEan^e 

2 3 4 : 

tEe sign of every second term tEe resulting series converges. On 

tEe otEer Eaiid, tEe geometric series 1 — q — q- — ... 

converges and Eas tEe sum 1/(1 + q), provided tEat 0 ^ g < 1; 
and on making all tEe signs plus we obtain tEe series 

1 -i- q + q^ + q^ + . . . , 

wEicE is also convergent, Eaving the sum 1/(1 — g). 

Here tEere appears a distinction wEicE we must examine a 
little more closely. WitE a series whose terms are all positive there 
are only two possible cases; either it converges or the partial 
sum increases beyond all bounds as n increases. For the partial 
sums, being a monotonic increasing sequence, must converge if 
they remain bounded. Convergence occurs if the terms approach 
zero rapidly enough as n increases; on the other hand, diver- 
gence occurs if the terms do not approach zero at all or if they 
approach zero too slowly. In series where some terms are 
positive and some negative, however, the changes of sign may 
bring about convergence, since a too great increase in the partial 
sums, due to the positive terms, is compensated by the nega- 
tive terms, so that the final result is that a definite limit is 
approached. 

X 

In order to grasp this fact the better, with a series S <2,, Easing 

i’=i 

positive and negative terms we compare the series which Eas 
the same terms all with positive signs, that is, 

CC 

1 «ll + 1 «2l + • • ■ = 2 1 “J- 

V=1 

If this series converges, then for sufificiently large values of n 
and m > n, the expression 

1 ^n+l i + 1 ^«+2 1 + • • • + 1 1 

will certainly be as small as we please; on account of the relation 

1 ^n+l + • • • + 

(£798) 


25 
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the expression on the left is also arbitrarily small, and so the 

cc 

original series 2 converges. In this case the original series is 

IfSSS 1 

said to be absolutely convergent. Its convergence is due to the 
numerical smallness of its terms and does not depend on the 
change of the signs. 

If, on the other hand, the series with all the terms taken 
positively diverges and the original series still converges we say 
that the original series is conditionally convergent. Conditional 
convergence results from the terms of opposite signs compen- 
sating one another. 

For conditional convergence Leibnitz’s convergence test is 
frequently useful: 

If the terms of a series are of alternating sign and in addition 
their absolute values [ | tend monotonically to 0 (so that 

QO 

I 1 < 1 1 ), the series S converges. (Example: Gregory’s 

v=l 

series (p. 352 )). 

In the proof we assume that oq > 0 , which does not essentially 
limit the generality of the argument, and write our series in the 
form 

^2 "T ^3 r“ . • • 5 

where all the terms are now positive, tends to 0 , and the 
condition is satisfied. If we bracket the terms 

together in the two ways 

h — ih — h ) — (64 - 65) - . . . 

and (6, — + (63 — 64) + (65 — 63) + . . . 

we see at once that the two following relations are satisfied 
by the partial sums: 


^ ^3 ^ ^5 ^ ^ ®2m+l I> • * . 

^2 ^ Sq <C. • • . < . . . . 

On the other hand, s^n < hn-¥i < % and s^n+i > s^n > The 
odd partial sums S3, . . . therefore form a monotonic decreasing 
sequence, which in no case falls below the value s^; hence this 
sequence possesses a limit L (p. 61 ). The even partial sums 
S2> ^45 • • • Kkewise form a monotonic increasing sequence whose 
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terms in no case exceed the fixed number and therefore this 
sequence must have a limiting value L\ Since the numbers s^n 
and S2n+i differ from one another only by the number Sgn+i 
which approaches 0 as n increaseSj the limiting values L and V 
are equal to one another. That is, the even and the odd partial 
sums approach the same limit, which we now denote by S (cf. 
fig. 1). This, however, impHes that our series is convergent, as 
was asserted; its sum is S. 

In conclusion, we make another general remark about the 

fundamental difference between absolute convergence and con- 

00 

ditional convergence. We consider a convergent series Sa,,. 

We denote the positive terms of the series by j 

and the negative terms by ~q^, .... If we form the 

' n 

n-th partial sum = S of the given series, a certain number, 

I/=sl 

say n\ of positive terms and a certain number, say of nega- 

S2 <^4 ^6 ^9 “^7 Sj Sj Sf 

Fig. I. — Convergence of an. alternating series 

tive terms must appear, where n' + Further, if the 

number of positive terms as well as the number of negative terms 
in the series is infinite, then the two numbers n' and 7i" will 
increase beyond all bounds as n does. We see immediately that 

n' 

the partial sum is simply equal to the partial sum S of the 

v=i 

n" 

positive terms of the series plus the partial sum — S of the 

v==l 

negative terms. If the given series converges absolutely, then 

00 

the series of positive terms S and the series of absolute values 

00 

of the negative terms S q^ certainly both converge. For as ni 

V = 1 

m m 

increases the partial sums S p^ and S q^ are monotonic non- 

CO 

decreasing sequences with the upper bound S | < 2 ^ |. 

v~X 

The sum of an absolutely convergent series is then simply equal 
to the sum of the series consisting of the positive terms only plus the 
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sum of the series consisting of the negative terms only, or, in other 
■^\'ords, is equal to the difference of the tivo series with 'positive terms. 

71 n' n” 

For S a,, = S j},. — S g,,; as n increases r\! and must also 

r = l ' *” i'=l 

increase beyond all bounds, and the limit of the left-hand side 
must therefore be equal to the difierence of the two sums on 
the light. If the series contains only a finite number of terms of 
one particular sign the facts are correspondingly simplified. If, 
on the other hand, the series does not converge absolutely, but 

CO 05 

does converge conditionally, then the series S and S must 

1^=1 

both be divergent. For if both were convergent the series would 
converge absolutely, contrary to our hypothesis. If only one 

T . 

diverged, say S and the other converged, then separation into 

7i' n” 

positive and negative parts, = S — S q„, shows that the 

,,. = 1 v=l 

v! 

series could not converge: for as n increases n! and S would 

V =1 

n" 

increase beyond aU bounds, while the term S q^, would approach 

a definite limit, so that the partial sum would increase beyond 
all bounds. 

We see, therefore, that a conditionally convergent series cannot 
he thought of as the difference of two convergent series, the one con- 
sisting of its q^ositive terms and the other consisting of the absolute 
values of its negative terms. 

Closely connected with this fact there is another difieience 
between absolutely and conditionally convergent series which 
we shall now briefliy mention. 

3. Eearrangement of Terms. 

It is a property of finite sums that we can change the order 
of the terms or, as we say, rearrange the terms at will without 
changing the value of the sum. The question arises, what is the 
exact meaning of a change of the order of terms in an infinite 
series, and does such a rearrangement leave the value of the sum 
unchanged? WMle in the case of finite sums there is no difiSculty, 
for example, in adding the terms in reverse order, in the case of 
infinite series such a possibility does not exist; there is no last 
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term witli 'wMcli to begin. Now a change of order in an infinite 
series can only mean this: we say that a series % + ag + ag + . . . 
is transformed by rearrangement into a series + 63 + 63 + . . . , 
provided that every term of the first series occurs exactly 
once in the second and conversely. For example, the amount by 
which is displaced may increase beyond all bounds as n does; 
the only point is that it must appear somewhere in the new series. 
If some of the terms are moved to later positions in the series, 
other terms must, of course, be moved to earlier positions. For 
example, the series 

1 + ? + + 3’ + + . . . 

is a rearrangement of the geometric series 1 + 3 + 3“ + • • • • 
With regard to change of order there is a fundamental dis- 
tinction between absolutely convergent series and conditionally 
convergent series. 

In absolutely convergent series rearrangement of the terms does 
not affect the convergence^ and the value of the sum of the series is 
unchanged, exactly as in the case of finite sums. 

In conditionally convergent series, on the other hand, the value 
of the sum of the series can be changed at will by suitable rearrange- 
ment of the series, and the series can even he made to diverge if 
desired. 

The first of these facts, referring to absolutely convergent 
series, is easily established. Let us assume to begin with that our 
series has positive terms only, and let us consider the ?i-tli partial 

n 

sum = S a^. All the terms of this partial sum occur in the 

V=1 

m 

m-th partial sum t^ — Y,b^ of the rearranged series, pro^fided 

v—l 

only that m is chosen large enough. Hence On the 

other hand, we can determine an index n' so large that the 

rT 

partial sum = S of the first series contains all the terms 

bi, b^, ... , b^. It then follows that t^ ^ ^ A, where A is 

the sum of the first series. Thus for all sufificiently large values 
of m we have A; and since Sn can be made to differ 

from A by an arbitrarily small amount, it follows that the 
rearranged series also converges; and in fact to the same limit 
A as the original series. 
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If the absolutely convergent series has both positive and 
negative terms, we may regard it as the difference of two series 
each of which has positive terms only. Since in the rearrange- 
ment of the original series each of these two series merely under- 
goes rearrangement and therefore converges to the same value 
as before, the same is true of the original series when rearranged. 
For by the case just considered the new series is absolutely 
convergent and is therefore the difference of the two rearranged 
series of positive terms. 


To the beginner the fact just proved may seem a triviality. That it 
reallj’ does require proof, and that in this proof the absolute convergence is 
essential, can be shown by an example of the opposite behaviour of con- 
ditionally convergent series. We take the familiar series 


1 1 1 
2 ‘ 3 4 ‘ 5 



log 2, 


under it vrite the result of multiplication by the factor t, 

2 

1 1,1 I , o 

2 4 6 8 2 ^ 


and add, combining the terms placed in vertical columns.* We thus obtain 


This last series can obviously be obtained by rearranging the original 
series, and yet the value of the sum of the series has been multiplied by 
the factor 3 /2. It is easy to imagine the effect that the discovery of this 
apparent paradox must have had on the mathematicians of the eighteenth 
century, who were accustomed to operate with infinite series without 
regard to their convergence. < 

We stall give the proof of the theorem stated above concern- 
ing the change in the sum of a conditionally convergent series 
which arises from change of order of the terms, although we shall 
have no occasion to make use of the result. Let ^ 2 ? • • • t)e the 
positive terms and *— $^ 2 ? • • • negative terms of the 

series. Since the absolute value | | tends to 0 as increases, 

the numbers 'Pn and q^ must also tend to 0 as w increases. As 


* For the addition of series see No. 4, p. 376. 
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we have already seen, moreover, the sum* must diverge, 

00 

and the same is true of 

Now we can easily find a rearrangement of the original series 
which has an arbitrary number a as limit. Suppose, to be specific, 
that a is positive. We then add together the first positive 

terms, just enough to secure that the sum is greater than a. 

Since the sum increases with % beyond all bounds, it is 

always possible by using enough terms to make the partial 
sum greater than a. The sum will then differ from the exact 
value a by p„^ at most. We now add just enough negative terms 

nil 

—Eg,, to ensure that the sum —Eg^ is less than a; this 

1 11 OC 

is also possible, as follows from the divergence of the series Sg^,. 
The difference between this sum and a is now at most. We 
now add just enough other positive terms 2 p^ to make the 

«it1 

partial sum again greater than a, as is again possible, since the 
series of positive terms diverges. The difference between the 
partial sum and a is now p„^ at most. We again add just 

nti 

enough negative terms ~ 2 g^, beginning next after the last 

7«1 + 1 

one previously used, to make the sum once more less than a, 
and continue in the same way. The values of the sums thus 
obtained will oscillate about the number a, and when the process 
is carried far enough the oscillation will only take place between 
arbitrarily narrow bounds; for since the terms p^, and g^, them- 
selves tend to 0 when v is sufficiently large, the length of the 
interval in which the oscillation takes place will also tend to 0. 
The theorem is thus proved. 

In the same way we can rearrange the series in such a way 
as to make it diverge; we have only to choose such large 
numbers of the positive terms as compared with the negative 
that compensation no longer takes place. 

00 

* This abbreviated notation for S and analogous expressions for 

V=1 

other series, will often be used in future. 
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4. Operations witli Infinite Series. 

It is clear that two convergent infinite series + . . . = ;S 

and + , =z T can be added term by term, that is, 

that the series formed from the terms + 6^ convero-es 

and has the value ;S -{- T for its sum.* For ^ 

2 = S (2^ + E ^ S + T. 

V=1 V=1 

It is also clear that if we multiply each term of a convergent 
mfimte series by the same factor the series remains convergent, 
its sum being multiplied by the same factor. 

In the cases just mentioned it is immaterial whether the 
convergence is absolute or conditional. On the other hand, 
further study, which is not necessary for us here, shows that 
if two njfimte series are multiplied together by the method 
used in multiplying finite sums together, the product series 
will not usually converge or have the product of the two sums 
for its sum unless at least one of the two series is absolutely 
convergent (cf. appendix, p. 415). 


Exaiviples 


1 . Prove that E 


1 




v-i v(v-f 1) 1.2 2.3 3.4 

2 . Prove that E - — I 

v(v4- l)(v+ 2) 4 ' 

3. Prove that E (—IP B ___ 

-=o (v+l)(v4-2)“”^* 


4. For what values of a does the series 1 — 

converge? 2^ 3^ 4 a • 

00 

5. * Prove that if I. a, converges, and + . . . + then 


the sequence 


+ ^2 -f . . . -f 
N 


also converges, and has E as its limit. 


6 . Is the series 


ies i (. 

n=»l V 


2n 2n — 1> 


1 \2n -f 1 


2n 


convergent? 


7. Is the series E {— 1 )*' — — convergent? 
i/=l V + 1 

fef Chao another statement of the fact 

their ^ ^ terms is the sum of 
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2. Tests eob Conveegence Diverge^tce 

We have already met with a test of a general nature for the- 
convergence of series, wHcli applies to series with terms of alter- 
nating signs and decreasing absolute value and which asserts 
that such series are at least conditionally convergent. In the 
following pages we shall only consider criteria referring to absolute 
convergence. 

1. The Comparison Test. 

All such considerations of convergence depend on the com- 
parison of the series in question with a second series; this second 
series is chosen in such a way that its convergence can readily 
be tested. The general comparison test may be stated as follows: 

CC 

If the numbers b^, b 2 , . . . (ire all positive and the series 2 b,. 
converges, and if 

1 1 ^ 

CO 

for all values of n, then the series 2 a^^ is absolutely convergent. 

72= 1 

If we apply Cauchy’s test the proof becomes almost trivial. 
For if m ^ we have 

I ^72 + • • • + I = 1 I + • • • + I 1 ^ + • * • + 

00 

Since the series 2 b^ converges, the right-hand side is arbitrarily 

72=1 

small, provided that n and m are su£S.ciently large. It follows 
that for such values of n and m the left-hand side is also arbi- 
trarily small, so that by Cauchy’s test the given series converges. 
The convergence is absolute, since our argument applies 
equally well to the convergence of the series of absolute values 

ifflnl- 

The analogous proof for the following fact can be left to the 
reader. If 



and the series 2 b^^ diverges, then the series 2 is certainly 'not 

' 7Z=1 72=1 

absolutely convergent. 
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2, Comparison with the Geometric Series. 

In applications of the test the comparison series most 
frequently used is the geometric series. We at once obtain the 
following theorem: 

cc 

The series 2 is absolutely convergent if fro7n a certain tern 

n=l 

omcard a relation of the fm'm 

la„|<eg" (I) 

holds, where c is a ^positive mmber independent of n and q is any 
fixed positive 7%U7nber less than 1. 

This test is usually expressed in one of the following weaker 

30 

forms: the series S a^ converges absolutely, if from a certain 

n—l 

term onward a relation of the form 

^ ? (Ila) 

holds, where g is again a positive number less than 1 and inde- 
pendent of n, or: if from a certain term onward a relation 
of the form 

(IK) 

holds, where g is a positive number less than 1 . In particular, 
the conditions of these tests are satisfied if a relation of the 
form 

lim =fc<l (UK) 

tt — cO 

or 

lim V I I = X; < 1 (III6) 

n— >ac 

is true. These statements are easily established in the following 
way. 

Let us suppose that the criterion Ila, the ratio test, is satisfied 
from the suffix Uq onward, that is, when n > ^^o• brevity 
we put an^^jn+i ~ 

|Sil<2l&oK l&sl <2!&2l <2®l^ol. 

and so on; hence 

\K\<r\h\, 
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whicli establishes our statement. For the criterion 116, the 
root test; we at once have | | < and our statement follows 

immediately. 

Finally, in order to prove criterion III, we consider an arbi- 
trary number q such that < g < 1. Then from a certain nQ 

onward, that is, when n > tIq, it is certain that or 

(^n I < be, since from a certain term 

onwards the values of or of V [ | difier from k by less 

than {q—h). The statement is then established by a reference 
to the results already proved. 

We stress the point that the four tests derived from the 
original criterion | | < are not equivalent to one another 

or to the original, that is, that they caimot be derived from 
one another in both directions. We shall soon see from examples 
that if a series satisfies one of the conditions, it need not by any 
means satisfy all the others.* 

For completeness it may be pointed out that a series cer- 
tainly diverges if from a certain term onward 

I I > c 

for a properly chosen positive number c, or if from a certain term 
onward 

or if lim 

fl—^ 30 Ctifi 

where ^ is a number greater than 1. For, as we immediately 
recognize, in such a series the terms cannot tend to zero as n 
increases; the series must therefore diverge. (In these circum- 
stances the series cannot even be conditionally convergent.) 

Our tests furnish sufficient conditions for the absolute con- 
vergence of a series; that is, when they are satisfied we can con- 
clude that the series converges absolutely. They are definitely 
not necessary conditions, however; that is, absolutely convergent 
series can be found which do not satisfy the conditions. 

* More exactly: if Ilia is fulfUled, then Ila is fulfilled; if 1116, then II6; 
if nia, then 1116; if Ila, then II6; and if any of the four is satisfied, then so 
is I. None of these statements can be reversed. 


V 1 «« I > 1, 

= h, or lim V | a„ | = Z:, 
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For example; the knowledge that 

lim ^1 = 1 or lim ‘^\a„\ = 1 

n-^ac\ dn ! 72— >3D 

does not entitle ns to make any statement about tke convergence 
of the series. Such a series may converge or diverge. For 
example, the series 

00 1 

n=in 

for which lim ^\a„\ = 1 and lim !^|= 1, is divergent 

Tj-^ooj \ ^ ^ 

as we saw on p. 368. On the other hand, we shall soon see that 
“ ] 

the series S which satisfies the same relations, is con- 
vergent. 


As an example of the application of our tests we first consider the 
series 

S' "f 2$^ -f + . . . -f nq^ + . . . . 

For this series 

lim V I a„| = I O' I . lim = | g ], 

«— n_^60 

lim 

i ®n 


= l?i 


. lim 

n — > » 


_|_ 1 




That the series converges if | g | <1 follows from the ratio test and from 
the root test also, even in the weaker form III. 

If, on the other hand, we consider the series 


1 -4- 2g y g2 -f 2g3 4- . . . gr272 ^ 2g2«+i + . . , , 

we can no longer prove convergence by the ratio test when i < ! o I < n 

i 2Q-ln~l I 2 = I 1 

for then | = 2 1 g | ^1. But the root test immediately gives us 


1 • 

, "V’ 1 ! “ [ S' i? and shows that the series converges provided 

that I ? I <1, which, of course, we could also have observed directly. 


3. Comparison with an Integral.* 

We now proceed to a discussion of convergence which is independent 
of the preceding. We shaU carry it out for the particularly simple and 

important case of the series 


* 1 11 
n^m'^ 2^ 3'^ 


* In this connexion see also the appendix to Chap. VH (p. 361). 
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where the general term is a being a positive number. In 

order to investigate the convergence or divergence of this series, we 
consider the graph of the function y~ Ijx^ and mark off on the tr-asis 
the integral abscissae x=\, x~2, , . . , We first 
construct the rectangle of height 1 1%^ over the interval 
n — l^rc^Tiof the a’-axis (n > 1), and compare it 
with the area of the region bounded by the same 
interval of the a;-axis, the ordinates at the ends, and 
the curve y == Ijx'^ (this region is shovm shaded in 
fig. 2). Secondl 3 % we construct the rectangle of height 
lj7i^ tying above the interval ^ a; ^ ~ 1, and 

similarty compare it vith the area of the region tying 
above the same interval and below the curve (this 
region is cross-hatched in fig. 2). In the first case the 
area under the curve is ob- 
viousty greater than the 
area of the rectangle; in the 
second case it is less than 
the area of the rectangle. In 
other words, 

^n^ldx 



n-7 n fi-f-t X 

Fig. 2 . — Comparison of a series with an integral 


^ 1 ^ dx 

Jn Jn ” 


as we may also prove directty from the integral itself (cf. Chap. II, § 7, p. 129). 
Writing down this inequality for = 2, = 3, . . . , n ~ m and summing, 

1 

we obtain the following estimate * for the m-th partial sum 




+ 

Jo 


< 1 H" 


i: 


^dx 

x^ 


Now as m increases the integral 


Ji ^ 


dx tends to a finite limit or increases 


without limit according as a > 1 or a ^ 1. Consequentty the monotonic 
sequence of numbers is hounded or increases beyond aU bounds accord- 
ing as a > 1 or a ^ 1, and we thus have the following theorem: 


* From this relation for a = 1 it follows at once that the sequence of 
numbers On — + — lognis bounded below. Since from the 

Ji O 

inequality r < / — = log(72. + 1) — logw we see that the sequence 

^ 1 On ^ 

is monotonie decreasing, it must approach a limit 

lim On = lim (1 + - + ^ + ...+ i — logw) = 0. 

n — Jk-os n — >.03 ^ O 7 l> 


The number 0, whose value is *5772 . . . , is called Euler^s constant. In 
contrast to the other important special numbers of analysis, such as tt and e, 
no other expression with a simple law of formation has been found for Euler’s 
constant. 
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The series 


S .1 = 1 + 14-1 

„=i 1“ 2» 3^ 


is convergent — and, of course, absolutely convergent — if, and only if, a > 1. 

The divergence of the harmonic series, which we previously proved 
in a different way, is an immediate consequence of this. In particular, 
we see that the series 

la.l + l + 

1+1+1+ 

13 ^ 22 32 ’ 


The series E — , whose convergence we have just studied, frequently 
serve as comparison series in investigations of convergence. For example, 
we see at onoe that for oc > 1 the series S — converges absolutely il the 

t'=i 

absolute values | | of the coefficients remain less than a fixed bound 

independent of v. 


Examples 

Find whether the series in Ex. 1-6 are convergent or not: 

00 1 °° 1 

1. 2 . 4.* 2 , a fixed. 

. = 1 1 -f v2 , = 2 (logvK 


2 . 2 — . 


5. 2 ^ . 

v=2 (l0gv)l0S«^ 


3. 2 6. 2 

i, = l V v(v “T 1) 

Estimate the error after n terms of the series in Ex. 7-10: 


=0 /_1W4-1 


9. 2 
^=1 


10. 2 ~. 
i/=i S*' 


11. Prove that 2 sin*^ — )J 


12. Does 2 6“*'"* (that is, 1 -h 2 2 converge? 

I/aas — oO V~1 

“ 1 

13. * Prove that 2 — ; converges when a > 1 and diverges when 

£ ^ 1. ■'=2 v(logv)* 
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14 * Prove that S converges when a > 1 and diverges 

when a^l. v o \ o & j 

CO 

15. Prove that if (^ = 1, 2, 3, . . .) and S converges, then 

CO 2=1 

S also converges. 

1=1 

CO 00 00 

16. Show that if S ct;/ and L both converge, then S also 
converges. 

17. Prove that 


I 

^2 3 4 5 6 7^ Bn -hi 


+ : 


1 


; H- . . . = log 3. 


Bn -{“ 2 Bn -j- 3 

18.* Prove that if ^2 is an arbitrary integer greater than 1 

■ °° a ^ 

S -iL = logn, 

v=l V 

where is defined as follows: 

1 if w is not a factor of v, 


^ I 1 if w is not a i 
~ l-(re- l)EKi! 


is a factor of v. 


3. Sequences and Series oe Functions 

1. General Remarks. 

The terms of the infinite series hitherto considered have been 
constants; hence these series (when convergent) always repre- 
sented definite numbers. Bnt both in theory and in applications 
the series of outstanding importance are those in which the terms 
are functions of a variable, so that the sum of the series is also 
a function of the variable, as in the case of Taylor series. 

We shall therefore consider a series 

9ii^) + 92(^) + 9s{^) + • • • . 

in which all the functions are functions defined in an interval 
Q-^x^b, The n-th partial sum of this series, 

9i{^) + 94^^) + • • • + 9n{^)i 

we denote by Then the sum f[x) of our series, where it 

exists, is simply the hmit lim/„{a;). 

? 2 — >«> 
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We maj therefore regard the sum of an infinite series of func- 
tions as the limit of a sequence of functions f^ix), f^(x), . . . , 
fn[x). • . . . Conversely, for any such sequence of functions 
ffpc), fj,x), ... we can form an equivalent series by putting 
gfx)^ffx) and 9n(^) = M^) ~ fn-M foi* > 1. When it 
is convenient, therefore, we can pass from the consideration of 
series to that of sequences and conversely. 

2. Limiting Processes with Functions and Curves. 

We shall now state exactly what we mean by saying that a 
function/(a;) is the limit of a sequence ffx), ff^x), . . . , fn{x), . . . 
in an interval a^x^h. The definition is as follows: the 
sequence ffx), f^P^), . . . converges in that interval to the limit 
function / (cc), if at each point x of the interval the values ff^x) 
converge in the usual sense to the value f{x). In this case we 
shall VTite ]imfn{x) —f{x). According to Cauchy’s test (cf. p. 40) 

n—^ao 

we can express the convergence of the sequence without 
necessarily knowing or stating the limit function f{x). For 
our sequence of functions will converge to a limit function if, 
and only if, at each point x in our interval and for every posi- 
tive number e the quantity | fn{x) — f^i{x) | is less than €, pio- 
\ndecl that the numbers n and m are chosen large enough, that 
is, larger than a certain number N = N (e). This number N (c) 
usually depends on e and x and increases beyond all bounds as e 
tends to zero. 

We have frequently met with cases of limits of sequences of 
functions. We mention only the definition of the power for 
irrational values of a by the equation 

= lima;^”, 

w— ^ CO 

where r^, , . . , ... is a sequence of rational numbers 

tending to a; or the equation 



where the functions /„(a;) on the right are polynomials of degree n. 

The graphical representation of functions by means of curves 
suggests that we can also speak of limits of sequences of curves, 
saying, for example, that the graphs of the above limit functions 
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.a;* and e® are to be regarded as the limit curves of the graphs of 

1 + - 1 respectively. There is, however, 

a fine distinction between passages to the limit with fnnctions 
.and with curves. Until the middle of the nineteenth century 
this distinction was not sufficiently observed; only by having 
a clear idea of it can we avoid apparent paradoxes. We shall 
illustrate this point by an example. 


For this purpose we consider the 
iunctions 

in the interval O^x^l. AH these 
iunctions are continuous, and the 
limit function lim /„(a;) — f{x) exists. 

n— >-00 

But this limit function is not con- 
tmuous. On the ■ contrary, since 
ior all values of n the value of the 
function /,j(l) = 1, the limit 

/{!) = 1 ; 



Fig. 3. — Limit cur\’'e and limit function 


while, on the other hand, for 0 ^ a; < 1, the limit f{x) = lim f^{x) = 0, 

71 30 

as we saw in Chap. I, § 5 (p. 33). The function f{x) is therefore a discon- 
tinuous function which at a; = 1 has the value 1 and for all other values 
of X in the interval has the value 0. 

This discontinuity becomes intelligible if we consider the graphs 
of the functions y = fn(^)- These (cf. fig. 16, p. 33) are continuous curves, 
all of which pass through the origin and the point x— 1, y = 1, and which 
draw in closer and closer to the a;-axis as n increases. The curves possess 
•a limit curve C which is not discontinuous at all, hut consists (cf. fig. 3) 
of the portion of the rr-axis between a; = 0 and a: = 1, and the portion of 
-the line a; = 1 between y — 0 and y=l. The curves therefore converge 
i;o a continuous limit curve with a 'vertical portion, while the functions 
converge to a discontinuous limit function. We thus recognize that this 
discontinuity of the limit function expresses itself by the occurrence in 
the limit curve of a portion perpendicular to the a;-axis. Such a portion 
must involve a discontinuity in the limit fimction, and, in fact, such a 
portion is always present when the limit function is discontinuous. This 
limit curve is not the graph of the limit function, nor can any curve with 
a vertical portion be the graph of any single-valued function y f{x); 
for corresponding to the value of x at which the vertical portion occurs 
the curve gives an infinite number of values of y and the function only 
one. Hence the limit of the graphs of the functions /„( 2 c) is not the same 
as the graph of the limit f{x) of these functions. 

Corresponding statements, of course, hold for infinite series also. 

(E798) 26 
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4. UiOTOEM AOT Non-tjnipoem Coistveegence 

L General Remarts and Examples. 

The distinction between the concept of the convergence of 
functions and that of the convergence of curves introduces a 
phenomenon which it is essential that the student should 
clearly recognize. This is the so-called non-uniform conver- 
gence of sequences or infinite series of functions. Since it is well 
known that beginners usually find difficulties here, we shaU 
discuss the matter in some detail. 



That a function f{x) is the limit of a sequence ffx), . 

in an interval a-^x^b means only, by definition, that the 
usual limit relationship f{x) — hmfh) holds at each point x of the 

interval. From a naive point of view one might expect that the 
following fact would automatically follow from this concept of 
convergence: if we assign an arbitrary degree of accuracy, say 

e = or 6 = — , then from a certain index N onward all 
1000 100 

the functions will lie between/(a5) + e and f{x) — e for all 
values of x, so that their graphs y=fn{x) will lie entirely in 
the strip indicated in fig. 4. That is to say, for every positive € 
there is a corresponding number N — N(€), which, of course, 
will ordinarily increase beyond all bounds as e -> 0, such that 
for n> N the difierence \f{x) —fn{^) \ <^, no matter where 
X is chosen in the interval. (If this condition is fulfilled, then 
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|/n(^) i < for all values of x, provided tliat n and m 

are both greater than N.) If the accuracy of the approximation 
can be made at least equal to a pre-assigned number e everywhere 
in the interval at the same time^ that is, by everywhere choosing 
the same number N {€) independent of we say that the 
approximation is uniform. One is at first astonished to find that 
the naive assumption that convergence is necessarily uniform is 
entirely wrong; in other words, that convergence may very well 
be non-uniform. 

Ex. 1. Non-uniform convergence occurs in tlie case of the sequence 
of functions just considered, f^{x) — x^; in the inter val 0 ^ a; ^ 1 this 
sequence converges to the limit function f{x) =OforO^^< 1,/(1) = 1. 
Convergence occurs at every point in the interval; that is, if s is any posi- 
tive number, and if we select any definite fixed value a; = the 
inequality | — f{^) \ < e certainly holds if w is sufficiently large. Yet 

this approximation is not uniform. For, if we choose £ = then 
no matter how large the number % is chosen, we can find a point 
a: = 7) 4= 1 at which | -ff — /(vj) | = > !•; this is, in fact, true for 
all points £C — y) where \ > It is therefore impossible to choose 

the number n so large that the difference between f{x) and f^ix) is less 
than J throughout the whole interval. 

This behaviour becomes intelligible if we refer to the graphs of these 
functions (fig. 3, p. 385). We see that no matter how large a value of n we 
choose, for values of ^ only a little less than 1 the value of the function 
/«{ be very near 1, and therefore cannot be a good approximation to 
/{5), which is 0. 

Similar behaviour is exhibited by the fimctions 

in the neighbourhood of the points x — 1 and x= — 1; this can easily 
be established. (Compare also the discussion in Chap. I, § S (p. 52)). 

Ex. 2. In the two examples above the non-uniformity of the conver- 
gence is connected wdth the fact that the limit function is discontinuous. 
Yet it is also easy to construct a sequence of continuous functions 
which do converge to a continuous limit function, but not uniformly. 
We restrict our attention to the interval 0 ^ 2 c ^ 1 and make the follow- 
ing definitions for n ^ 2: 

fn{x) = for 0 ^ a; ^ 

f (x) = x\ n°- for - ^ a; ^ 

f^(x) = 0 for - ^ a: ^ 1, 
n 
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where to 'begin with we cabU choose any value for a, but must then 
keep this value of a fixed for all terms of the sequence. Graphically 
our functions are represented by a roof-shaped figure made of two line 
segments lying over the interval 0 2 jn of the a-axis, while from 

X = 2j7i onwards the graph is the a;-axis itself (cf. fig. 5). 

If a < 1, the altitude of the highest point of the graph, which has in 
general the value will tend to 0 as ?i increases; the curves will then 
tend towards the a;-axis, and the functions fn{x) wiU converge uniformly 
to the limit function f{x) — 0. 

If a = 1, the peak of the graph will have the height 1 for every value 
oi n. If a > 1, the height of the peak wiU increase beyond aU bounds as 
n increases. 

But no matter how a is chosen, the sequence fi{x), . . . always 
tends to the limit function f{x) = 0. For, if a; is positive, for aU sufficiently 



Fig. 5. — To illustrate non-uniform convergence 


large values of n we have 2ln < x, so that x is not under the roof-shaped' 
part of the graph and f^{x) = 0; for a; = 0 all the functional values f^ix) 
are equal to 0, so that in either case lim f^{x) = 0. 

n — ^00 

The convergence is certainly non-uniform, however, if a ^ 1; for it 
is plainly impossible to choose n so large that the expression \f{x) — f^{x) \ 
= f^(x) is less than | everywhere in the interval. 

Ex. 3. Exactly similar behaviour is exhibited by the sequence of 
functions (cf. fig. 6) 

where, in contrast with the preceding case, each function of the sequence is 
represented by a single analytical expression. Here again the equation 
lim f^(x) = 0 holds for every positive value of x, since as ri increases the 

function tends to 0 to a higher order than any power of 1 jn (cf . Chap, 
in, § 9, p. 192). For a; = 0, we have always fjjc) — 0, and thus 

f{x) = lim fjx) = 0 
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for every value of x in the interval 0 ^ x a, where a is an arbitrary 
positive number. But here again the convergence to the limit function 

is not uniform. For at the point a; = i (where /„(^) has its maximum) 
we have 


and we thus recognize that if a ^ 1 , the convergence is non-umforro^ 
for every curve y = /^(a:), no matter how large n is chosen, will contain 

points (namely, the point a; = which varies with n, and neighbouring 

n 

points) at which /„(a;) — f{x) = /„(a;) > — . 

2 e 



Ex. 4. The concepts of uniform and non-uniform convergence may, 
of course, be extended to infinite series. We say that a series 

Qii^) H- 9^2(^) + . . . 


is uniformly convergent, or not, according to the behaviour of its partial 
sums A very simple example of a non-uniformly convergent series 

is given by 


f(x) = a ;2 ^ 


1 + ' (14- (1 -f 


For a; = 0 every partial sum /„(rr) *= a:® -f- ^ 

value 0; therefore /(O) = 0. For a; 4 = 0 the series is simply a geometric 

series with the positive ratio < 1 ; we can therefore sum it by the 

1 4" a;2 

elementary rules and thus obtain for every a; =i= 0 the sum 

a;2 _ 

1 - 1/(1 4 - 


The Hmit function f(x) is thus given everywhere except at a; = 0 by the 
expression fix) ~ 1 4 - a; 2 , while /(O) = 0; it therefore has a somewhat 
artificial-looking discontinuity at the origin. 
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Here again we liave non-uniform convergence in every interval con- 
taining the origin. For the difference f{x) — f^{x) = r^{x) is always 0 for 
a: = 0, while for all other values of x it is given by the expression 


r^(z) = , as the reader may verify for himself. If we require 

(1 -f- 

this expression to be less than, say, then for each fixed value of x this 
can be attained by choosing 7i large enough. But we can find no value of 


n sufficiently large to ensure that r^{x) is everywhere less than for if 
we fix upon an}’ value of n, no matter how large, we can make r^{x) greater 
than -J- by taking x near enough to 0. A uniform approximation to within 
is therefore impossible. The matter becomes clear if we consider the 


approximating curves (cf. fig. 7), These curves, except near a; = 0, lie 



Fig. 7 

nearer and nearer to the parabola y = 1 -f- as increases; near a; — 0, 
however, the curves send down a narrower and narrower extension to 
the origiu, and as n increases this extension draws in closer and closer to 
a certain straight line, a portion of the 2 /-axis, so that for limiting curve 
we have the parabola plus a linear extension reaching vertically down 
to the origin. 

As a further example of non-uniform convergence we mention the 

00 

series S g^ix), where g^,{x) = a;*' — for v ^ 1, g(.{x) = 1, defined in 

the interval 0 ^ a; ^ 1. The partial sums of this series are the functions 
x^' already considered in the first example (p. 387). 

2. A Test of Uniform Convergence, 

The preceding considerations show ns that the uniform con- 
vergence of a sequence or series is a special property not possessed 
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by all sequences and series. We shall now formulate the concept 
of uniform convergence again. The convergent series 

9i{^) + + • • • 


is said to be uniformly convergent in an interval if the sum f[x) 
can be approximated to within e (where € is an arbitrarily small 
positive number) by taking a number of terms which is suffi- 
ciently large and which is the same throughout the interval. 

We suppose first that the series g-fx) + g^ix) + . . . converges 
at every point of a certain interval to a limit function f{x)\ by 
fjfx) we denote the n-th partial sum of the series, fn{x) = 
gi[x) 4- • • • + 9n{^): by the remainder of the series 

after n terms, 

=f{x) 

The series gi(x) + g 2 (x) is said to be uniformly con- 

vergent in the interval if to every positive number e there corresponds 
a number N, dependent on e alone and not on x, such that for n > N 
the inequality | Rn(^) I = i ^ ( 2 ^) ~ fn(^) 1 ^ ^ holds for all values 
of X in the interval. 

Expressed more pictorially, the partial sum fjpc) represents 
the sumf{x) to within an error of less than e everywhere in the 
interval at the same time, provided only that n is chosen large 
enough. By Cauchy’s test we readily see that the series converges 
uniformly if, and only if, the difierence \fn[^) —fm{^) 1 can be 
made less than an arbitrary quantity e everywhere in the interval 
by choosing n and m larger than a number N independent of x. 
For, firstly, if the convergence is uniform we can make 
\fn{^) —/(^) 1 and \fm{^) —f{x) I both less than e/2 by choosing 
n and greater than a number W independent of x, from which 
it follows that | /„(x) —fjx) \ < e; andsecondly, if | /„(a;) —fjx) | < e 
for all values of x whenever n and m are greater than N, then on 
choosing any fixed value of > W and letting m increase beyond 
all bounds we have the relation 

1 fn(x) — f{x) I = lim 1 f„{x) — f^x) I ^ e, 

m — 00 

for every value of x, so that the convergence is uniform. 

If we wish to .speak of the uniform convergence of a sequence 
of functions we need make only tr ifl ing changes in the above 
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definition; tlie sequence fi{x), f4s^), . . . converges uniformly ta 
f{x) in an interval if tfie difierence \f{x) —fn(^) | can be made 
less tban € everywhere in the interval by choosing 7i greater 
than a number N independent of x. As above, a necessary and 
sufficient condition for the uniform convergence of the sequence 
is that j fn{x) I < e for all values of x when 7i and m are 

both greater than a certain number N dependent on € but not 
on X. 

We shall soon see that it is just this condition of uniform 
convergence that makes infinite series and other limiting pro- 
cesses with functions into convenient and useful tools of analysis.. 
Fortunately, in the limiting processes usually encountered in 
the calculus and its applications, non-uniform convergence is a 
sort of exceptional phenomenon which will scarcely trouble us- 
in our present applications of analysis. 

In most cases the uniformity of convergence of a series is. 
established by means of the following criterion: 

QC 

If the terms of the series S g^(x) satisfy the condition | g^(x) | ^ a^, 

where the numbers are constants which form a convergent series 
00 00 

S a,„ then the series S g,,(x) converges uniformly {and, we may 

yaal j-=l 

incidentally remark, absolutely). 

For we then have 

mm m 

I S g,(x) I ^ S I g^(x) 1 ^ S a,, 

v=n v—n v—n 

m 

and since by Cauchy’s test the sum S can be made arbitrarily* 

v~n 

small by choosing n and m> n large enough, this exactly ex- 
presses the necessary and sufficient condition for uniform con- 
vergence. 

A ftrst example is offered by the geometric series 1 -f- rr 4- . . .. 
where x is restricted to the interval | a; | ^g,q being any positive number 
less than 1. The terms of the series are then numerically less than or equal* 
to the terms of the convergent geometric series 

A further example is given by the “ trigonometric series 

Cj sm{a; — §i) ^ Cg sin (a; — Sg) , Cg sin (a; — ^g) , 

4- . __ + . , * , 
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provided that | c„ | < c, where c is a positive constant independent of 
For then we have 


9ni^) = 


sin(a;— S„) 


so that I q^(x) \ 


c 

71 ^* 


Hence the uniform and absolute convergence of the trigonometric series 

°° c 

follows from the convergence of the series S 

3. Continuity of the Sum of a Uniformly Convergent Series of 
Continuous Functions, 

As we have already hinted, the significance of the uniform 
convergence of an infinite series lies in the fact that a unifnr-mly 
convergent series in many respects behaves exactly like the sum 
of a finite number of functions. Thus, for example, the sum of a 
finite number of continuous functions is itself continuous, and 
correspondingly we have the following theorem: 

If a series of continuous terms converges uniformly in an in- 
terval, its sum is also a continuous function. 

The proof is quite simple. We subdivide the series 

f{x) = g^{x) + g^(x) + .. . 

into the n-th partial sum fn(x) plus the remainder R^ix). As 
usual, fn(x) = gfx) + . . . + gn(x). If now any positive number 
€ is assigned, we can in virtue of the uniform convergence choose 
the number n so large that the remainder is less than e/4 through- 
out the whole interval, and hence 

I Rn{x + h) — R„{x) I < I 


for every pair of numbers x and a? + A in the interval. The par- 
tial mm.fn{x) consists of the sum of a finite number of continuous 
functions and is therefore continuous; for each point x in the 
interval, therefore, we can choose a positive 8 so small that 

\fn{x+h)-fn{oc)\<^ 

provided | A | < 8 and the points x and cc + A lie in the intervaL 
It then follows that 

z + h) —f(x) j = 1 f„{x + h) —/„(») + Rn{x +h) — R 
^ I /„(» + ^) — /„(») I + 1 Rni^ +^- 1 < e, 

which expresses the continuity of our function. 
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The significance of this theorem becomes clear when we recall 
that the sums of non-uniformij convergent series of continuous 
functions are not necessarily continuous, as our previous examples 
show. From the preceding theorem we may conclude that if the 
sum of a convergent series of continuous functions has a point 
of discontinuity, then in every neighbourhood of this point the 
convergence is non-uniform. Hence every representation of dis- 
continuous functions by series of continuous functions is based 
on the use of non-unifoimly convergent limiting processes. 

4. Integration of Uniformly Convergent Series. 

A sum of a finite number of continuous functions can be 
integrated term by term that is, the integral of the sum 
can be found by integrating each term separately and adding 
the integrals. In the case of a convergent infinite series the same 
procedure is permissible, provided that the series converges 
uniformly in the interval of integration. 

QO 

A series S g^(x) = f(x) loMch converges uniformly in an interval 

v—l 

can be integrated term by term in that interval: or, more precisely, 
if a and x are two numbers in the interval of uniform convergence, 

the series 2 / g^,(t) dt converges, and, in fact, converges unifor7nly 

7vith respect to x for each fixed value of a, its sum being equal to 

f f(t)dt. 

To prove this we write as before 

f{x) = S g^(x) =fn(x) + EJx). 

We have assumed that the separate terms of the series are con- 
tinuous; hence by the previous sub-section the sum is also con- 
tinuous and therefore integrable. Now if e is any positive 
number, we can find a number N so large that for every ?^ > N 
the inequality | Rn{r:) j < e holds for every value of a? in the 
interval. By the first mean value theorem of the integral calculus 
we have 
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where I is the length of the interval of integration. Since the 
integration of the finite siiin/„(a;) can be performed term hy term, 


tMs gives ns 




<d. 


But since el can be made as small as we please, tiis states that 


2 / 9Mdt= lim S / gMdt= f f{t)dt, 


which was to be proved. 

If, instead of infinite series, we wish to deal with sequences 
of functions, our result can be expressed in the following way: 

If in an interval the sequence of functions fi(x), f 2 (x), . . . 
te^ids un iformly to the limit function f(x), then 

f f{x)dx == lim f f„(x)dx 

for every jpair of numbers a and b lying in the interval; in other 
words, we can then interchange the order of the operations of in- 
tegration and passing to the limit. 

This fact is far from being a triviality. It is true that from a naive 
point of view such as prevailed in the eighteenth century the inter- 
changeability of the two processes is hardly to be doubted; but a glance 
at the examples in No. 1 of this section (p. 387) shows us that in the case 
of non-uniform convergence the above equation might not hold. We 
need only consider Ex. 2 (p. 387), in which the integral of the limit function 
is 0, while the integral of the function I^{x) over the interval 0 ^ a; ^ 1, 
that is to say, the area of the triangle in fig. 5, p. 388, has the value 

f„(x) dx = n'^-\ 


and when a ^ 2 this does not tend to zero. Here we immediately see 
from the figure that the reason for the difference between / f{x)dz 

pi do 

and lim / f^{x)dx lies in the non-uniformity of the convergence. 

w— 7- rx) Jq 

On the other hand, by considering values of a such that 1 ^ a < 2, 

we see that the equation lim / fn{^)dx= I f(x)dx can hold good 
n—^oo do Jq 

although the convergence is non-uniform. As a further example, the series 

00 

2 9ni^)> where gj^x) = £c” — toi n> I and gj^x) = 1, can be inte- 
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grated term by term betT^een the limits 0 and 1, even though it does 
not converge uniformly. Thus while uniformity of convergence is a 
sufficient condition for term-by-term integrability, it is by no means a 
necessary condition. Neglect of this point may easily lead to misunder- 
standing. 


5. Dif erentiation of Infinite Series. 


The behaviour of uniformly convergent series or sequences 
with respect to difierentiation is quite different from that with 
respect to integration. For example, the sequence of functions 


■■ 


certainly converges uniformly to the limit func- 


tion f(x) = 0, but the derivative fn{x) = ncom^x certainly 
does not converge everywhere to the derivative of the limit 
function /'(cc) = 0, as we see by considering x — 0. In spite of 
the uniformity of the convergence, therefore, we cannot change 
the order of the processes of differentiation and passing to the 
limit. 

Corresponding statements of course hold for infinite series.. 
For example, the series 

, sin2% , sinS^o? , 
sma; -f ■ - r-— + — r— '■ + . . . 


22 


32 


is absolutely and uniformly convergent, for its terms are numeri- 
cally not greater than the terms of the convergent series 

~ -r “ + p + • . . . If, however, we differentiate the series 

term by term, we obtain the series 

cosa; -f 22 cos 2% + 32 cos3^x + . . . , 

which plainly does not converge everywhere; for example, it 
diverges at a; = 0. 

The only useful criterion which assures us in special cases 
that term-by-term differentiation is permissible is given by the 
following theorem: 

C50 

If, on differentiating a convergent infinite series S Gj,(x) = F(x) 

r ==0 

terjn by term, we obtain a uniformly convergent series of continuous 

30 

terms S g^(x) == f(x), then th^ sum of this last series is equal to the 
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derivative of the sum of the first series. This theorem, therefore, 
expressly requires that after diSerentiating the series term by 
term we must still investigate whether the result of the diSeren- 
tiation is a uniformly convergent series or not. 

The proof of the theorem is almost trivial. For by the theorem 
in No. 4 (p. 394) we can integrate term by term the series ob- 
tained by differentiation. Recalling that gft) == GJ{t), we obtain 

ff{t)dt=^ r(^gft))dt = i {Gfx)-G,{a)) 

''a ''a. 1^=0 

= F{x) - F(a). 

This being true for every value of a; in the interval of uniform 
•convergence, it follows that 

fix) = Fix), 

which was to be proved. 


Examples 


1. Show by comparison with a series of constant terms that the. follow- 
ing series converge unif ormly in the intervals stated: 


(a) a; — a;2 q. _ ^4 _j^ ^ ^ x ^ 

(h) iVl-ccS -f- JVI -p . . . 4 Vl - -f- . . . 


, , sinic , sin2a: , , 

W-jY +-2.- + --- + 


sinna: 


e« _j- 4- . . . + . (—2 ^ a: ^ —1). 

2. Prove that lim/^( 2 j) = 0, where f^{x) — — ^ — 1 ^ a; ^ 1. 

Prove that the convergence is non-uniform. 

3. * (a) Find lim fjx), where f„(x) = — 1 ^ a; ^ 1. Prove 

M->oo i i" w a;- 

that the convergence is non-uniform. Prove that nevertheless 

lim f f^{x)dx^ f lim fn{x)dx. 

(6) Discuss the behaviour of the sequence given by f^ix) = ^ ■ ■ 

with regard to convergence, uniform convergence, and term-by-term 
integrability, 

4. * Sketch the curves y — fjx) = _ — 2 ^ a; ^ 2, for n=l, 

% 10. Find lim fni^). Prove that the convergence is non-uniform. 
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5. Show that S conTerges imiformly in any fixed interval 

a^x^h, ^--co 

6. Show that in the interval 0 ^ a; ^ w the following sequences con- 
verge, but not uniformly: 

(o) 'Vasina:. [/(s)]”, -srhere f(x) = — , /(O) = 1. 

(5) (sin a;)”. ^ 

„ — ; — 

(c) Vasina;. (g) yT^), where f(x) = — , /(O) == 1. 

7. The sequence /^(a;), w = 1, 2, ... , is defined in the interval 
0 ^ a: ^ 1 by the equations 

/o(iK) = 1, /„(a:) = Vxf„_^ix). 

(a) Prove that in the interval 0 ^ a; ^ 1 the sequence converges to 
a continuous limit. 

(6) * Prove that the convergence is uruform. 

8. * Let f^ix) be continuous in the interval 0 ^ a; ^ a. The sequence 
of functions f^{x) is defined by 

/n(®) = f fn-l<f) it, » = 1, 2 

Jq 

Prove that in any fixed interval 0 ^ a; ^ o the sequence converges uni- 
formly to 0. 

9. Sketch the curves -f ^ 2 n — i fop 2 , 4. To what limit do 

these curves tend as 00 ? 

10. * Let fni^s), n — If 2, . . . , be a sequence of functions with con- 
tinuous derivatives in the interval a ^x -^b. Prove that if f^(x) con- 
verges at each point of the interval and the inequality | /^'(a:) | < M (where 
Tf is a constant) is satisfied for all values of n and x, then the convergence 
is uniform. 


5. Power Series 

Among infinite series, ;power series occupy tlie chief place. 
By a power series we mean a series of the type 

P{x) = Cq+CxX + + . . . = I: 

v=0 

(*' power series in x ”), or more generally 

00 

P{x) = Co + Clix — Xq) + c^ix — + . . . = S C^(x — XqY 

(“ power series in (x — Xq) ”), where Xq is a fixed number. If 
in the last series we introduce f = a? — Xq as a new variable, 
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it becomes a power series S io. the new variable and we 

can tkerefore confine our attention to power series of the more 
00 

special form S wittout any loss of generality. 

v ==0 

In Ckap. VI (p. 320) we considered tke approximate repre- 
sentation of functions by polynomials and were tkiis led to the 
expansion of functions in Taylor series, which, are in fact power 
series. In this section we shall study power series in some- 
what greater detail, and shall obtain the expansions of the most 
important functions in series in simpler and more convenient 
ways than before. 


1. Convergence Properties of Power Series. 

There are power series which converge for no value of it 
except of course for x = 0, e.g. the series 

X 4* -f . . . . 


For if a; 4= 0, we can find an integer N such thafr;;; 
I a; I > 1/iV. Then all the terms for which n> N will be , 
greater than 1 in absolute value, and, in fact, as n increases 
will increase beyond all bounds, so that the series fails to converge. 

On the other hand, there are series which converge for every 
value of x; for example, the power series for the exponential 
function, 


/y»2 /y>3 

e«=l + .+ | + |+.... 


whose convergence for every value of x follows at once from the 
ratio test (Criterion Ilia, p. 378). The (n + l)-th term divided 
by the ^-th term gives x/n, and, whatever number x is chosen, 
this ratio tends to zero as n increases. 

The behaviour of power series with regard to convergence is 
expressed in the following fundamental theorem: 

If a power series in x converges for a value x = it converges 
absolutely for every value x such that | x | < | ^ |, and the convergence 
is uniform in every interval | x | ^ where rq is any positive 
number less than | 1 1. Here rj may lie as near [ 1 1 as we please. 

OO 

The proof is simple. If the series S converges, its terms 

Vsa=0 

tend to 0 as increases. From this follows the weaker 
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statement that the terms all lie below a bound M independent 

of V, that is, I I < M, If now q is any number such that 

0 < g < 1, and if we restrict x to the interval \x \ ^ g | 1 

then I Gjpo^ I ^ I 0^1^' | < Mf. In this interval, therefore, the 

00 

terms of our series S are smaller in absolute value than the 
0 

terms of the convergent geometric series hMq"'. Hence from the 
theorem on p. 392 the absolute and uniform convergence of the 
series in the interval —q \ || ^x^q \ || follows. 

If a power series does not converge everywhere, that is, if 
there is a value cc = | for which it diverges, it must diverge for 
every value of x such that 1 | | 1 1. For if it were convergent 

for such a value of x, by the theorem above it would have to 
■converge for the numerically smaller value • 

From this we recognize that a power series which converges 
for at least one value of x other than 0 and which diverges for 
at least one value of x has an interval of conv&gence; that is, 
a definite positive number p exists such that for \x\> p the 
series diverges and for \x \ < p the series converges. For 
\x\ = p no general statement can be made. The limiting 
cases, that in which the series converges only for x = 0 and 
that in which it converges everywhere, are expressed sym- 
bohcally by writing p = 0 and p= oo respectively.* 

For example, for the geometric series 1 + a; + + . . . we have 

p = 1; at the end-points of the interval of convergence the series diverges. 
Similarly, for the series for the inverse tangent (p. 319), 

arc tana; — z — z^j3 -f- z^j5 h • • • » 

we have p = 1, and at both the end-points x = ;d:l of the interval of 
convergence the series converges, as we recognize at once from Leibnitz’s 
test (p. 370). 


* It is possible to find this interval of convergence directly from the co- 
efficients Cv of the series. If the limit lim ^ |c„| exists, then 

n-~>ao 

1 

tt ^ 00 

In general p is given by the formula 

1 

^ Hm 

n — 

where lim. is the symbol for the upper limit, as defined in the appendix to 
Chap. I (p. 62). 
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From tlie uniform convergence we derive the important fact 
that within its interval of convergence (if such an interval exists) 
the power series represents a continuous function. 

2. Integration and Differentiation of Power Series. 

On account of the uniformity of convergence it is alivays 
permissible to integrate a power series 


term by term over any closed interval lying entirely within the 
interval of convergence. We 'thus obtain the function 


for which 

Further, since ^ 1 <5^, [ for all values of v, fche series 

V -f- 1 

obtained by integration converges more rapidly than fhe original 
series. 

We can also differentiate a power series term by term within its 
interval of convergence, thus obtaining the equation 


In order to prove this statement we need only show that th^t 
series on the right converges uniformly if a; is restricted to an 
interval lying entirely within the interval of convergence. Sup- 
pose then that | is a number, lying as close to p as we please. 

00 

for which S converges; then, as we have seen before, the 

v=l 

numbers j c^^ | all lie below a bound M independent of v, so that 

1 1 < Now let q be any number sxich that 

0 < 2 < 1; if’ we restrict x to the interval | a? j ^ ^ j, ‘the terms 

of the series under discussion are not greater than those of the 

00 

series S | |, and therefore less than those of the 


^ 98 ) 


27 
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series 2 But in tiis last series the ratio of the (n + l)-th 

»'=i 4. 1 

term to the n*th term is — q, which tends to increases. 

n 

Since 0 < j < 1, it follows (criterion Ilia, p. 378) that this series 
converges. Hence the series obtained by differentiation con- 
verges uniformly, and by the theorem at the end of last section 
(p. 396) represents the derivative J\x) of the function /(cc), 
which proves our statement. 

If we apply this result again to the power series 


/'(x)==S 

we find on differentiating term by term that 

j /=2 

and, contintdng the process, we arrive at the theorem: Every 
function represented by a power series can be differentiated as 
often as we please tvithin the interval of convergence, and the differen- 
tiation can be performed term by : 


3. Operations with Power Series. 

The preceding theorems on the behaviour of power series 
are our justification for operating in the same way with power 
series as with polynomials. It is obvious that two power 
series can be added or subtracted by adding or subtracting 
the corresponding coefficients (see p. 376). It is also clear that 
a power series, like any other convergent series, can be multi- 
plied by a constant factor by multiplying each term by that 
factor. On the other hand, the multiplication and division of 
two power series requires somewhat more detailed study, for 

* As an explicit expression for the h-th derivative we obtain 
f^Hx) = S - 1) . . . (v - & + 

v^Jc 

or in a slightly different form, 


These two formttlae are frequently nsefui. 
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wMch we refer the reader to the appendix (p. 416). Here we 
merely mention without proof that two power series 

/(a:) = S 

„=o 

ind g(x) — Y,h^ 3 ? 

v=0 

can be multiplied together like polynomials. To be specific, we 
have the following theorem: throughout the common part of 

the intervals of convergence of these two series their product is 

00 

given by the convergent power series S c„a;’', where the coefficients 

v=sQ 

are given by the formulae 
Cq = CCq 
Cl = 

C2 = <3^0 ^2 4" + ^2^0 


Cn — + ^i^n-1 + • • • + 

(For the proof see the appendix, § 1, p. 416.) 

4. Theorem of Unigueness for Power Series. 

In the theory of power series the following fact is of impor- 
00 00 

tance: if two power series S and E b^x"' both converge in an 

i/s=0 v=0 

interval which contains the point a; = 0 in its interior, and if in 
that interval the two series represent the same function f{x), 
then they are identical, that is, the equation is true for 

every value of n. In other words: 

A function f(x) can be represented by a power series in x in 
only one way, if at all. 

Briefly, the representation of a function by a power series 
is unique 

To prove this we need only notice that the difference of the 

00 

two power series, that is, the power series ^(a;) = S with 
coefficients = — 6^, represents the function 

4>(x) =f{x) —f{x) = 0 
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in tlie interval; that is, this last power series converges to the 
limit 0 everywhere in the interval. For ir = 0, in particular, the 
sum of the series must be 0; that is, % = 0, so that = 6^. 

We now differentiate the series in the interior of the interval, 
00 

obtaining (j>'{x) = S But cl>'{x) is also 0 throughout 

v==l 

the interval; hence for a; = 0, in particular, we have — 0, 
or = b^. Continuing this process of diferentiating and then 
putting a; == 0, we find successively that all the coeflS.cients 
are equal to zero, which proves the theorem. 

We see, in addition, that we can draw the following con- 
clusion from the above discussion: if we take the v-th derivative 
of a series /(a;) = and then put a? = 0, we at once obtain 

i/W(0), 

vl 

that is: 

Every power series which converges for points other than x = 0 
is the Taylor series of the function which it represents. 

The uniqueness of the expansion is here expressed by the 
fact that the coefficients are uniquely determined by the function 
itself. 


6. Expansion of Given Functions in Power Series. 
Method of Undetermined Coefficients. Examples 

Within its interval of convergence every power series repre- 
sents a continuous fimction with continuous derivatives of ’all 
orders. We shall now discuss the converse problem of the expan- 
sion of a given function in a power series. In theory we can always 
do this by means of Taylor’s theorem; in practice we often meet 
with difficulties in the actual calculation of the n-th derivative 
and in the estimation of the remainder. But we can often reach 
our goal more simply by making use of the following device. 

* 00 

We first write down the statement f{x) = S c^x", where the 

v ==0 

coefficients c^ are unknown to begin with. Then by some known 
property of the function f{x) we determine the coefficients, and 
then prove the convergence of the series. The series represents 
a function, and it only remains to prove that this function is 
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identical with / (aj). Because of the uniqueness of the expansion 
in power series we know that no other series than the one just 
foimd can be the required expansion. We shall now consider 
some examples of this method. Actually, we have already 
obtained the series for arc tana; and log(l + a;) by a method 
which forms part of the range of ideas of the present chapter. 
For we simply integrated term by term the series for the 
derivatives of these functions, which we knew to be geometric 
series. 


1. The Exponential Function. 

Oui problem is to find a function f(x) for which f'{x) = f{x) and 
/(O) = 1. If we write down the series with undetermined coefficients 

f{x) = eo + CjX+ c^+ ... , 

and differentiate it, we obtain 

f'{x) = Cl 4- 2c^ + + . . . . 

Since by hypothesis these two power series must be identical, we have the 
equation 


true for all values of ?^ ^ 1. If we observe that because of the relation 
/(O) = 1 the coefficient Cq must have the value 1, we can calculate aU the 
coefficients successively, and obtain the power series 


/y* /y*2 fyS 

f{x) — l-f- — + — + — 

1! 2! 3! 


As we easily see by the ratio test, this series converges for all values of x 
and therefore represents a function for which the relations f'{x) = f{x), 
jf(0) = 1 are actually fulfilled. (Here we intentionally avoid making any 
use of what we have previously learned about the expansion of the ex- 
ponential function). 

Now the function certainly possesses these properties; we readily 
deduce that the function f{x) is identical with e®. For if we form the 
quotient cp(a;) = f{x) /e® and differentiate we have 

“ ' ' ^2£C 


The function 9 (£c) is therefore a constant, and since it has the value 1 for 
X — 0, it must be identically equal to 1, thus proving that our power 
series and the exponential function are identical (cf. the analogous dis- 
cussion on p. 178). 
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2. Tlie Binomial Series. 

We can now return to the binomial series (Chap. VI, § 3, p. 329), this 
time making use of the method of undetermined coefficients. We wish 
to expand the function/(a;) = (1 -f* in a power series, and therefore write 

f{x) = (1 + X)‘^ = Co + CiX + -h . . . , 


the coefficients Cj, being undetermined. We now notice that our function 
obviously satisfies the relation 

00 

(1 + 2 CCCyX^ 

v==Q 

On the other hand, if we differentiate the series for f{x) term by term and 
multiply by (1 -h x), we obtain 

(1 “f x)f'{x) == Cj + ( 2 c 2 -f Ci)x + (Scs + 2 c 2 )a:^ + . . . ; 

and since these two power series for (1 x)f'(x) must be identical, 

(xCq == Cl, aCi = 2c^ “h = 3c3 2c2, .... 


Now it is certain that Cq — 1, since our series must have the value 1 
for a; =s 0, and so we obtain in succession the expressions 

^ _ (a— 2 )(a— l)a 

Cl — a, C2 9 C3 g — 2 ' • • • > 


for the coefficients, and in general, as is easily established, we have 




(a — V d- i)(a — V + 2 ) ... (a — 1 ) a _ 

v(v- 1) ., . 2.1 \v/ 


Substituting these values for the coefficients, we have the series S I j x^; 

we have yet to investigate the convergence of this series and to show that 
it actually represents (1 -f x)°-. 

By the ratio test we find that when a is not a positive integer, the 
series converges if | a; | <1 and diverges if | a; | > 1; for then the ratio 


of the (n + l)-th term to the w-th term is 


a— -f 1 


X, and the absolute 


n 

value of this expression tends to | a; j as increases beyond all bounds.* 
Hence, if | a; [ < 1 our series represents a function f{x) which satisfies the 
condition (1 -j- == a/ ( 2^)5 as foUows from the method of forming the 


* Here we state, without proof, the exact conditions imder which this series 
converges. If the index a is an integer ^0, the series terminates and is there- 
fore valid for all values of x (becoming the ordinary binomial theorem). For aU 
other values of a the series is absolutely convergent for | a; | < 1 and divergent 
for I a; I > 1. For a; = + 1 the series converges absolutely if a > 0, converges 
conditionally if — 1 < a < 0, and diverges if a g — 1. Finally, at a; = — 1 
the series is absolutely convergent if a > 0, divergent if a < 0. 
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coefficients. Moreover, /(O) = 1. But these two conditions ensure that 
the function is identical with (1 -f x)\ Por on putting 

9 (*:) = /WAX + 

we find that 

<?'(*) = - «(1 + xY-'^f(x) 

(1 + ^p 

c^{x) is therefore a constant, and, in fact, is always equal to 1, since 9 ( 0 ) =='L 
We have therefore proved that when | « | < 1 

(14-*)“= 

which is the binomial series. 

Here we quote the following special cases of the binomial series: the 
geometric series 

= (1 + = I — 1-,,, 

= S i-lyx'’; 

i/=0 


the series 


1 


(1 4- xf 


(1 + x)"^ = 1 - 2a; + 3rr2 ~ 4a:3 + - . . . 


p=0 

which may also be obtained from the geometric series by differentiation; 
and the series 

^(1 + «) = (1 + = 1 + - * - — a ;2 + 

2 2.4 2.4.6 

- 

2. 4. 6. 8 

1 n I \-i 1 1 j 1-3 2 1-3 -5^ 

VCl + ic) ' ^ ' 2 2.4 2.4.6 

2. 4. 6. 8 

the first two or three terms of which form useful approximations. 


3. The Series for arcsin.^^;. 

This series can be obtained very easily by expanding the expression 
1/^(1 — according to the binomial series, 
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This series converges if | ^ | < 1, and so converges xmiformly if | ^ ^ ^ < 1. 
On integrating term by term between 0 and x, we obtain 




1 ^ 
2 3 


1.3 

2.4 5 


bv the ratio test we find that this converges if \x \ < 1, and diverges if 

ki>i- 

' The deduction of this series from Taylor’s theorem would be decidedly 
less convenient, owing to the difficulty of estimating the remainder. 


4. The Series for ar sinh a: = log {a: -f- y"(l + x ^) }. 

We obtain this expansion by a similar method. Using the binomial 
theorem we write down the series for the derivative of ar sinh ic, 


1.3 


1.3.5 


1— *a;2 I - 

2- 2.4 2.4.6 


a;® H . . . 


and then integrate term by term. We thus obtain the expansion 


Ix^ , 1.3 x^ 

ar sinna; = a; — • 4- h . . . 

2 3 2.4 5 


whose interval of convergence is — 1 ^ a; ^ 1. 


5. Example of Multiplication of Series. 

The expansion of the function 

log(l + a;) 
1-f 


is a simple example of the application of the rule for the multiplication of 
power series. We have only to multiply the logarithmic series 

1 /I I \ x^ , 

log(l H-a:)=a:--+g--j+ — ... 
by the geometric series 

— i — h... ; 

1 4- a; 


as the reader may verify for himself, we obtain the remarkable expansion 


log(l -f x) 


X 


-{* + i+s+D“‘+-- 


for 1 a; I <1. 
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6. Example of Term-by-Term Integration (Elliptic Integral). 

In previous applications we have met with the elliptic integral 

(the period of oscillation of a pendulum (p. 302) ). In order to evaluate the 
integral we can first expand the integrand by the binomial theorem, 
thus obtaining 

TPt 70 . o V = 1 + ~ sin^cp -f ^ Jc^ 

V (1 — sin^tp) 2 2.4 ^ 

Since sin^ 9 is never greater than k^ this series converges uniformly for 
all values of 9, and we may integrate term by term: 


:=/" 


CZ9 


V(1 — k^ sm2 9) 


/•’r/2 I pTTl'l 

= / d(p -j- - k^ I sin^ 9 

Jq 2 Jq 

1 . 3 /•WS 

-f _1_ I sin^ 9 ^9 + . . 

2.4 Jq 


The integrals occurring here have already been , calculated (cf. Chap. IV, 
§ 4, p. 223). If we substitute their values we have 

__ d<? 

Jq V(1 — • k^ sin^9) 2 




I F + 


1 

•J' 


+ 

^ ^2.4.6/ 

For further examples on the theory of series we refer the reader to 
the appendix (p. 415). 

Examples 

CX3 

Determine the intervals of convergence of the series S where 

is given by the formulae in Ex. 1-20: 


1. 

1 

8. 

1 

15. 

(a7» - 1)’ 

2. 

n 

n. 

9. 

an -\-h 

1 

16. 

{2n)l 

3. 

1 

Vn 

1 A 

log(?^ + 1)* 

1 

17. 

n V n 

■ 72,2 — 7J, 

4. 

V n» 

lU. 

log log 10?i 


1 

5. 

1 


1 

18. 

J. 

-w2* 

11. 

X 


1 ■+ 


71 


's/n 


1 (— 

6. 

n 

nl 

12. 

a" 

19. 

i 

Vn % 


1 

13. 


20. 

1 

7. 

a + n 

14. 

alog«. 
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Expand the functions in Ex. 21-26 in power series: 
21. a^. 24. cos^a;. 

a;+ log(l — a;) 


22 . 


25. sin® a;. 

26. arc sin a;®. 


23. sin^a:. 

27. Using the bmomial series, calculate V 2 to four decimal places. 

28. Obtain approximations in series for the following integrals by 
expanding the integrand in a power series and integrating: 


(«) f 
(&) f 

JQ 


ax, 

X 

i dx 

va — x^) 


(C) f 

Jo 

(d) f 

Jo 


Iog(l + ic) ^^ 


dx 


V(1 + x^) 


29. By multiplication of power series obtain the expansions of the 
following up to the terms in xH 


(a) e® sin x, 

(b) [log(l + is)]*. 


. . di Ol-Ll U> 
(0) -==. 
V 1 — ap 

(d) sin® a:. 


30. * By multiplication of power series prove that 

(a) ~ (b) sin 2a; — 2 sin a; cos x. 

31. If the interval of convergence of the power series Sa^a;^ is | a; | < p, 
and that of S b^x'^ is | a; | < p', where p < p', what is the interval of con- 
vergence of -f- &yj)a;^? 

32. Using the method of undetermined coefficients, find the function 
f{x) which satisfies the following conditions: 

{a) /(O) = 3; (b) f{x) == f{x) + x. 


7. Power Series with Complex Terms 

1. Introduction of Complex Terms, into Power Series. 

The similarity between certain power series representing 
functions which are apparently unrelated led Euler to set 
up a purely formal connexion between them, found by 
giving complex values, in particular, pure imaginary values, 
to the variable cc. We shall first do this formally, unhindered 
by questions of rigour, and shall investigate the results of the 
process. 

The first striking relation of this sort is obtained if we replace 
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the quantity x in the series for e® by a pure imaginary vf), where 
^ is a real number. If we recall the fundamental equation 
for the imaginary unit i, that is, — —1, from which it follows 
that = — i, = 1, = t, . . . , then on separating the real 
and the imaginary terms of the series, we obtain 




^ 2! ^ 4! 6! ^ 


+ i(^- 


oij in anotter form, 


3! 6! 7! 


= cos(^ + i sijKf). 



THs is tte well-known and important “ Euler’s formula 
as yet it is purely formal. It is consistent with De Moivre’s 
tkeorem (p. 74), wHch is expressed by the equation 

(cos^ + i sin</>)(cos?/^ + i smift) == cos{(^ -f ?/f) + i sin(^ + i/s). 


In virtue of Euler’s formula this equation merely states that 
the relation 


continues to hold for pure imaginary values x = icf>, y = iij;. 

If we replace the variable x in the power series for cosr by 
the pure imaginary ix we at once obtain the series for coshr; 
this relation can be expressed by the equation 

cosh a; = cosia?. 

In the same way we obtain 

sinhcc = ~ sinia:. 

Since Euler’s formula also gives = cos(^ — i sin(^, 
we arrive at the exponential expressions for the trigonometric 
functions, 

giX _ g-i® I g-i® 

sma?= : , cosa;== . 

2i 2 

These are exactly analogous to the exponential expressions 
for the hyperbolic functions and are, in fact, transformed into 

them by the relations cosh a? == cosia;, sinha; = \ siniaj. 
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Corresponding formal relations can, of course, be obtained 
for the functions tana?, tanhcc, cot a?, cotha;, which are connected 

by the equations tanha? = \ tanio?, cotha? = i cotix. 

Finally, similar relations can also be found for the inverse 
trigonometric and hyperbolic functions. For example, from 


y = tana? = 
we immediately find that 


p2ix , 




1 — iy 

If we take the logarithms of both sides of this equation and then 
write X instead of y and arc tana? instead of a?, we obtain the 
equation 

arc tana? = ~ log 

which expresses a remarkable connexion between the inverse 
tangent and the logarithm. If in the known power series for 

1 1 I • 2/ 

_ log — ! — (p. 318) we replace x by ix, we actually obtain 

2 1 a? 

the power series for arc tana?, 


arc tana? - 

i 3 5 


...) 


= X • 


a?® a?^ 

"s ' 




The above relations are as yet of a purely formal character, 
and naturally call for a more exact statement as to the meaning 
they are intended to convey. In the nert sub-section we shall 
indicate how this can be given with the help of function theory. 

For later use, however, we shall only need Euler’s formula 
e*^ = cos^ + isin^ and, this being so, we can avoid a 
thorough analysis. We need only regard the symbol as a 
formal abbreviation for the right-hand side coscf} + i in 
which case De Moivre’s formula appears 

merely as a consequence of the elementary addition theorems of 
trigonometry. Trom this formal point of view, in order to make 



VIII] 


COMPLEX POWER SERIES 


413 


the relation e® . remain valid for anj complex 

arguments, we set np the further definition 
e® = (cost] + i siarj), 
where x = i + r] being real). 

2. A Glance at the General Theory of Functions of a Complex 
Variable. 

Although the purely formal point of view indicated above is 
in itself free from objection, it is still desirable to recognize in 
the above formulae something more than a mere formal connexion. 
To follow out this aim leads us into the general theory of 
functions, as (for the sake of brevity) we call the general theory 
of the so-called analytic functions of a complex variable. In this 
we may use as our starting-point a general discussion of the 
theory of power series with complex variables and complex 
coefficients. The construction of such a theory of power series 
ofiers no difficulty once we define the concept of limit in the 
domain of complex numbers; in fact, it follows the theory of 
real power series almost exactly. But as we shall not make any 
use of these matters in what follows we shall content ourselves 
here by stating certain facts, omitting the proofs. It is found 
that the following generalization of the theorem of § 5, No. 1 
(p. 400), holds for complex power series: 

If a 'power series converges for any complex value x = ^ what- 
ever, then it converges absolutely for every value x for which 
I X I < I 1 1 ; if it diverges for a value x = then it diverges for 
every value xfor which | x | > | 1 1. A power series which does not 
converge everywhere, hut does converge for some other point in addi- 
tion to X — 0, possesses a circle of convergence, that is, there exists 
a number p > 0 such that the series converges absolutely for | x | < p 
and diverges for | x | > p. 

Having once established the concept of functions of a com- 
plex variable represented by power series, and having de- 
veloped the rules for operating with such functions, we can 
think of the functions e^, sin a?, cos a;, arc tana;, &c., of the complex 
variable x as simply defined by the power series which represent 
them for real values of x. Then all the above formal relationships 
reduce to trivialities. 

We shall merely indicate by two examples how this intro- 
duction of complex variables helps us to understand the elemen- 
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tary functions. The geometric series for 1/(1 + x^) ceases to 
converge when x leaves tlie interval — 1 ^ rr ^ 1, and so does 
tEe series for arc tana;, althougE there are no peculiarities in 
fche behaviour of these functions at the ends of the interval of 
convergence; in fact, they and aU their derivatives are con- 
tinuous for aU real values of x. On the other hand, we can readily 
understand that the series for 1/(1 — x^) and log(l — x) cease 
to converge as x passes through the value 1, since they become 
infinite there. But this divergence of the series for the inverse 

CO 

tangent and the series 2 ( — for | a; | >> 1 immediately 

becomes clear if we consider complex values of x also. For we 
find that when x = ^ the sum-functions become infinite and so 
cannot be represented by a convergent series. Hence by our 
theorem about the circle of convergence the series must diverge 
for all values of x such that | a; | > | ^ |; in particular, for real 
values of x the series diverge outside the mterval — 1 ^ a; ^ 1. 

Another example is given us by the function /(x) = for 
X 4= 0,/(0) = 0 (see pp. 196, 336), which, in spite of its apparently 
regular behaviour, cannot be expanded in a Taylor series. As 
a matter of fact, this function ceases to be continuous if we take 
pure imaginary values of a? = into account. The function then 
takes the form and increases beyond all bounds as ^ 0. 

It is therefore clear that no power series in x can represent this 
function for all complex values of a; in a neighbourhood of the 
origin, no matter how small a neighbourhood we choose. 

These remarks on the theory of functions and power series 
of a complex variable must suffice for us here. 
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Appendix to Chapter VIII 

1. Multiplication and Division op Suvipa 

1. Multiplication of Absolutely Convergent Series. 

Let M = S a„, B = S 6^ 

v=0 p=0 

be two absolutely convergent series. Together with these we 
consider the corresponding series of absolute values 

and B=i\b^l 

V =0 i ;=0 

We further put 

Afi = S a^, = S = S I I j = S | 6^, | 

psszQ v^O y=0 j/~0 

and Cn = Ci(}>n + + • • • + 

C30 

We assert that the series S c„ is absolutely convergent, and that 
its sum is equal to AB. 

To prove this, we write down the series 

GqBq + %6o + + ^2^0 + <^2^1 

+ • • • + + • • • + + %^n + • • • > 

the 9^2-th partial sum of which is A^B^ and we assert that it con- 
verges aosolutely. For the partial sums of the corresponding 
series with absolute values increase monotonically; the n^-th. 
partial sum is equal to A^Bn, which is less than AB (and which 
tends to AS). The series with absolute values therefore con- 
verges, and the series written down above converges absolutely. 
The sum of the series is obviously AB, since its ^ 2 .^-th partial sum 
is A^Bn, which tends to AB as We now interchange 

the order of the terms, which is permissible for absolutely con- 
vergent series, and bracket successive terms together. In a 
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convergent series we may bracket successive terms together in as 
many places as we desire without disturbing the convergence or 
altering the sum of the series, for if we bracket together, say, 
all the terms (a„+i + ^^w +2 + • • • + then when we form the 
partial sums we shall omit those partial sums that originally fell 
between s„ and 5^, which does not affect the convergence or 
change the value of the limit. Also, if the series was absolutely 
convergent before the brackets were inserted, it remains absol- 
utely convergent. Since the series 

OO 

S = (ao^o) + %^o) ^2^0) H" • • • 

v=0 

is formed in this way from the series written down above, the 
required proof is complete. 

2. Multiplication and Division of Power Series. 

The principal use of our theorem is found in the theory of 
power series. The following assertion is an immediate con- 
sequence of it: the product of the two power series 

00 00 

S and S b^x*' 

v~0 v=0 

is represented in the interval of convergence common to the two 

CO 

power series by a third power series S o^x^, whose coefihcients are 
given by • v=o 

+ (hK-i + . . . + afio. 

As for the division of power series, we can likewise represent 
the quotient of the two power series above by a power 

00 

series S q^x^, provided the constant term in the denominator, 

v=0 

does not vanish. (In the latter case such a representation is in 
general impossible; for it could not converge at cc = 0 on account 
of the vanishing of the denominator, while on the other hand 
every power series must converge at cc = 0.) The coefficients 
of the power series 

i 

jrsasO 
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CO 00 00 

can be calculated by remembering that S . 2 = S a^,x\ 

V~Q y=^0 i/ = a 

so that the following equations must be true: 

(Zq — 

% — ^0^1 + 

«2 = ^ 0^2 + g^A + ^ 2 ^ 0 . 


— g!oK + g^A-i + . . . + gA- 

From the first of these equations g^ is readily found, from the 
second we find the value g^, from the third (by using the values 
of go and we find the value ^3, &c. In order to give strict justi- 
fication for the expression of the quotient of two power series 
by the third power series we have still to investigate the con- 

00 

vergence of the formally-calculated power series 2 g^x’'. We 

F=0 

shall pass over this general investigation, of whose result we 
shall make no further use, and shall content ourselves with the 
statement that the series for the quotient does actually converge, 
provided x remains within a sufficiently small interval, in which 
the denominator does not vanish and both numerator and 
denominator are convergent series. 

2. Infinite Series and Improper Integrals 

The infinite series and the concepts developed in connexion 
with them have simple applications and analogies in the theory 
of improper integrals (cf. Chap. IV, § 8, p. 249). Here we confine 
ourselves to the case of a convergent integral with an infinite 

interval of integration, say an integral of the form j'^f{x)dx. 

If we divide up the interval of integration by a sequence of 
numbers Xq = 0, . . . tending monotonically to + 00, we can 

write the improper integral in the form 

j^f{x)dx = ajL + fla + . . . , 

where each term of our infinite series is an integral; 
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and so on. This is tme no matter how we choose the points 
We can therefore reduce the idea of a convergent improper integral 
to that of an infinite series in many ways. 

It is especially convenient to choose the points in such a 

way that the integrand does not change sign within any indi- 

00 

vidual sub-interval. The series S | | will then correspond to 

the integral of the absolute value of our function, 

^ \S{x)\dx. 


We are thus naturally led to the following concept: an improper 
integral J f(x)dx is said to be absolutely convergent if the integral 

X co ® 

lf(x) I dx exists. Otherwise, if our integral exists at all, we 
say that it is conditionally convergent. 

Some of the integrals considered earlier (pp. 250-251), such as 

/ — — -dx, / T(x)= erH^^dt, 

Jq 1 -f‘ X‘^ Jq Jq 

are absolutely convergent. On the other hand, the integral 


r 


- dx == lim 


r 

Jq 


-dx. 


studied on p. 251, is a simple example of a conditionally convergent integral. 
In order to give a proof of the convergence of this integral which is inde- 
pendent of the former proof, we subdivide the interval from 0 to .4 at the 
points a;,, = vt:(v = 0, 1, 2, where is the largest possible in- 

teger for which ^ A. We therefore divide the integral into terms of 

J ^vTT sin»c 

' da; ( V = 1, 2, • . .), and a remainder of the form 

(v— l)7r ^ 


sinic j ^ A V 

dx (0 ^ — p.^7r < it). 

^77 ^ 

It is clear that the quantities have alternating signs, since sin a; 
is alternately positive and negative in consecutive intervals. Moreover, 
I I < for on applying the transformation £C = ^ - tt, we have 


font 

1 1 = r 


(v— l)Tr 


■ dx ' 


■f 


fr+i)"- 1 Bmjl- 7r)| 


§■ 


= f 

Jvt 


'(''+ 1 VI sin 5 


5-7C 




> 


f 


j sin^ I 
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Hence by Leibnitz’s test we see that converges. Moreover, the 
remainder has the absolute value 



and this tends to 0 as -4 increases. Thus if we let A tend to 00 in the 
equation 


i 


A 


sin a; 

dx a-i ^ . . . + 


H- ^A9 


the right-hand side tends to as a limit, and our integral is convergent. 
But the convergence is not absolute; for 


r ! 

J(v—l)rr 


, Sin X I 2 

dx — — , so that S 1 I diverges. 

VTC VTU ‘ ' 


3. iNFimTE Products 

In the introduction to this chapter (p. 366), we called atten- 
tion to the fact that infinite series are only one way, although 
a particularly important way, of representing numbers or func- 
tions by infinite processes. As an example of another such 
process, we shall introduce the infinite product. No proofs will 
be given. 

On p. 223 we met with Wallis’s product, 

2 4 4 6 6 
2 “l*3*3*5'5'7‘’‘ 

in which the number 7r/2 is expressed as an “ infinite product 
By the value of the infinite product 

00 

n Cby m m m 

V =1 

we mean the limit of the sequence of partial products 

(X-J^ . oq . <^2 • ^ 3 > • <3^2 • ^3 • • • • f 

provided it exists. 
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Tlie factors ^ 3 , . . . , of course, may also be functions 

of a variable x. An especially interesting example is tbe infinite 
product ’’ for the function sina;, 


suiTra; 




which we shall obtain in § 4 of the next chapter (p. 445). 


Tile infimte product for the “ zeta function ” plays a very important 
part in the theory of numbers. In order to retain the notation usual in 
the theory of numbers we here denote the independent variable by s, and 
we define the zeta function for s > 1 by the expression 




°° 1 


We know (cf. § 2, p. 380 et seq.) that the series on the right converges if 
5 > 1. If p is any number greater than 1, we obtain the equation 

1 

by expanding the geometric series. If we imagine this series written 
down for ail the prime numbers Pi, Pa? Ps* • • • in increasing order of 
magnitude, and aU the equations thus formed multiplied together, we 
obtain on the left a product of the form 


1 1 


If, without stopping to justify the process in any way, we multiply to- 
gether the series on the right-hand sides of our equations, and in addition 
remember that by an elementary theorem each integer n > 1 can be ex- 
pressed in one and only one way as a product of powers of different prime 
numbers, we find that the product on the right is again the function 
?^(5), and so we obtain the remarkable “ product form ” 


This “product form”, the derivation of which we have only briefly 
sketched here, is actually an expression of the zeta function as an infinite 
product, since the number of prime nunabers is infinite. 


In tbe general tbeory of infinite products we usually exclude 
tie case where tie product ias the limit 2 :ero. Hence 

it is specially important that none of tie factors should vanish. 
In order that the product may converge, the factors must 
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accordingly tend to 1 as n increases. Since we can if necessary 
omit a finite number of factors (tMs has no bearing on the ques- 
tion of convergence), we may take it that > 0. The following 
theorem applies to this case: a necessary and sufficient con- 

co 

dition for the convergence of the product 11 where > 0, 

00 l 

is that the series S loga^ should converge. For it is clear that 

l/saal 

n 

the partial sums 21 loga^ = log(aia 2 . . . a„) of this series will 
V= 1 

tend to a definite limit i£, and only if, the partial products 
possess a positive limit. 

In studying convergence we usually apply the following 
criterion (a sufficient condition), where we put = 1 + The 

CO 

product n (1 -h a^) 

v«=l 

converges, if the series 

S|aJ 

V^l 


converges and no factor (1 + ct^) is zero. In the proof we may 
assume, after omission of a finite number of factors if necessary, 

that each 1 1 < Then we have 1 — j a J L By the 

2 2 ^ 

mean value theorem log(l + h) — log(l + A) — logl = ^ — — - 

1 + dn 

for 0 < 6 < 1. Therefore 


llog{l + a,)l = 


1 4“ I i — I ^ 1 / 


and so the convergence of the series S log (1 + a^) follows from 

00 v—l 

the convergence of 21 1 |. 


From our criterion it follows that the infinite product given above for 
sin 7 ZX converges for all values of x except for £c = 0, ±1, ±2, . . ., where 
factors of the product are zero. Moreover, for p ^ 2 and 5 > 1 we readily 
find that 
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series 2— nmst converge, 

ps 

00 1 

the convergent series S — . The con- 

J V=1 ^ 

vergence of the product 11 : 
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Now if we let p assume aU prime values, the 

P' 

since its terms form only a part of 

n • 1 I . TTT -p/vr* O 1 


4. Seeies involving Bernoulli’s Numbers 


So far we have given no expansions in power series for certain elemen- 
tary functions, e.g. tanic. The reason is that the numerical coefficients 
which occur are not of any very simple form. We can express these 
coefficients, and those in the series for a number of other functions, in 
terms of the so-called BernoiUWs numbers. These numbers are certain 
rational numbers, with a not very simple law of formation, which occur 
iu many parts of analysis. We arrive at them most simply by expanding 
the function 



1 4- 5_ + ^ 4- . . . 

2 ! 3 ! 


in a power series of the form 


J5 

1 .= ov! 


If we write this equation in the form 

00 R 

1) S “a;*' 

i.=ov! 


and substitute on the right the power series for e® — 1, we obtain, as on 
p. 417, a recurrence relation which enables all the numbers to be 
calculated. These numbers are called Bernoulli’s numbers.* They are 
rational, siuce in their formation only rational operations are concerned; 
as we easily recognize, they vanish for all odd indices other than v = 1. 
The first few are 




”30’ 


Bu 


66 ’ ■ 


* In some works a slightly different notation is used, the basic formula being 
written 


X 


I !. ^ Bv 
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We must content ourselves witli a brief bint as to hov^ these numbers 
are involved in the power series in question. First, by TYia.Irino; use of the 
transformation 


1 + 1 ^ + ... = ^-^ 


X e® 4- 1 


we obtain 


5 00th5= S 

2 2 ,=o(2v)! 


If we replace x by 2x, we have the series 


X cothcc : 


00 


=0 (2v)I 


X 4“ 

2 * — er-^* 


for I a; 1 < 71 :, from which, by replacing x by —ix^ we obtain 

CO 

xcotx== S \x\<Tt. 

l/=:0 


By means of the equation 2 cot 2a; = cot a; — tana; we now obtain the 
series 

tanx= S — — ’ 

V=1 

which holds for | a; | < ~. 

For further information we must refer the reader to more detailed 
treatises,* owing to the lengths of the proofs involved. 


Exaimples 

1. Prove that the power series for V(1 — a;) still converges when 
a;= 1. 

2. Prove that for every positive e there is a polynomial in x which 
represents V(1 — a;) in the interval 0 ^ a; ^ 1 with an error less than s. 

3. Prove that for every positive s there is a polynomial in t which 
represents | i | in the interval — 1 ^ i ^ 1 with an error less than e. 

4 * Weierstrass^ Approximation Theorem, Prove that if f{x) is con- 
tinuous m a X then for every positive s there exists a polynomial 
T(x) such that \f{x) •— P(a;) j < e for all values of a; in the interval 
a ^ X ^b. 

5. Prove that the following infinite products converge: 

00 ® wS 1 “ / z‘^\ 

n(n-(j)n- u n (i - u hi < i. 

„_i »-a + 1 n-i \ nJ 

* See e.g. K. Knopp, Theory and Application of Infinite Series, p. 183 (Blackie 
& Son, Ltd., 1928). 
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6. Prove by the methods of the text that 11 A + 

«=i \ nj 

7. Using the identity 


diverges. 


”1 * / 1 \ 

S — = n —j (where is the i-th prime) 


prove that the number of primes is infinite. 

8. Prove the identity 

n (1 + x^’') = - J_ 

v-0 1 — as 

for ] a; I < 1. 



CHAPTER IX 
Fourier Series 


In addition to the power series there is another class of 
infinite series which plays a particularly important part both 
in pure mathematics and in applications. These are the Fourier 
series, in which the individual terms are trigonometric functions 
and the sum is a periodic function. 

1. Peeiodic Functions 
1. General Remarks. 

Periodic functions of the time, that is, functions which repeat 
their course after a definite interval of time, are met with in 
many apphcations. In most machines a periodic process takes 
place in rhythm with the rotation of a flywheel, e.g. the alter- 
nating current developed by a dynamo. Periodic functions are 
also associated with all vibration phenomena. 

A periodic function with period 21 is represented by the equation 

fix + 21) = fix), 

true for all values of x. We specially call attention to the fact that 
21 is called the period.'^ It is worth notice that in addition to 
the period 2Z, the function f{x) necessarily has the period 4Z 

* In representing periodic functions it is often convenient to denote the 
independent variable a: by a point on the circumference of a circle instead of 
the usual point on a straight line. If a function f{x) has the period 27r, say, 
that is, if the equation 

f{x + 27r) « fix) 

is true for all values of x, and if we denote by x the angle at the centre of a circle 
of unit radius which is included between an arbitrary initial radius and the 
radius to a variable point on the circunoference, then the periodicity of the 
function fix) is expressed simply by the fact that to each point on the circum- 
ference there corresponds just one value of the function. In the case of a 
machine, for example, the periodicity may be expressed in terms of the position 
of a point on the flywheel. 
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also, since /(a3 4-42^) =/(cc+ 2Z) = /(a?); f{x) likewise has periods 
6^, SI, ; and it is also possible (though not necessarily true) 
that f{x) may have shorter periods, such as Z or Z/5. Graphically, 
in any two consecutive intervals of length 21 the graph of the 
function has exactly the same form. In order to have available 
a second interpretation which some readers may prefer, we may 
think of the variable x as the time (and accordingly we some- 
times write t instead of x), the function f(x) then representing a 
periodic process or, as we shall also say, a vibration (or oscil- 
lation). The period 21= T is then called the period of vibration 
(or oscillation). 

If any arbitrary function f(x) is given in a definite interval, 
say, — X it can always he extended as a periodic function] 
we have only to define f{x) outside the interval by the equation 
f{x-\- 2nl) =f{x), where n is an arbitrary positive or negative 
integer. Here we must point out that if f{x) is continuous in 
the interval — Z x ^ I, but /( — Z) 4= fi+l), our extended 
periodic function will be discontinuous at the points +Z, +3Z, . . . , 
(cf. figs. 7 and 8 (pp. 441, 442), in which I = tt). Further, in 
this case the extension fails to give us a single- valued function 
f{x) at the points x= +1, +3Z, . . . since e.g. we have defined 
/(3Z) as /(Z-f 2Z), which gives /(3Z)=/(Z), and we have also 
defined it as /( — Z + 4Z), which gives /(3Z) =/( — Z). We avoid 
this difficulty by extending, not the function as defined for 
— I ^ x but the function as defined either for — I <.x^ I 
or — I '^x <cl; that is, we discard either the original value 
/(— Z) or the original value /(+Z). 

Here we would point out a general fact relating to periodic 
functions, which is expressed by the equation 


or, in words: the integral of a periodic function over an interval 
whose length is one period T =21 always has the same value, 
no matter where the interval lies. To prove this we need only 
notice that in virtue of the equation /(|— 2Z) =/(^) the sub- 
stitution x = ^ — 2Z gives us 


I f(x)dx = r m ds =/ fix) dx. 
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In particularj for a = — I — a and j8 = — I it follows that 

and hence 

I-l-a ""f-l-u 

+/., "=f_l 

which proves our statement. If we recall the geometrical meaning 
of the integral, the statement is made obvious by fig. 1. 



Fig. I . — To illustrate the integral over a whole period 


The simplest periodic functions, from which we shall later 
build up the most general periodic functions, are the functions 
a sin car and acosoax, or more generally a sinca(x — ^) and 
a coBco{x — i), where a(^ 0 ), ca(>0), and ^ are constants. The 
processes represented by these functions * we call sinusoidal 
vibrations or simple harmonic vibrations (or oscillations). The 
period of vibration is T = 27r/ca. The number ca is called the 
circular frequency of the vibration ] since 1/r is the number of 
vibrations in unit time, or frequency, ca is the number of vibra- 
tions in time The number a is called the amplitude of the 
vibration; it represents the maximum value of the function 
a sinca(x — or a cosca(r — ^), since both sine and cosine have 
the maximum value 1. The number ca(r — is called the phase 
and the number ca| the epoch or phase displacement 

♦ Eitlier of these formulae taken by itself (for all values of a and f) represents 
the class of all sinusoidal vibrations; and the two formulae are eq^uivalent to 
one another, since a smce(a; — |) = acosco{aj — {| + 7r/2o))}. 

f The reader should take care to distinguish between the frequency and the 
circular frequency (Ger., Kreisfrequenz), 
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We obtain these functions graphically by stretching the sine curve 
in the ratios 1 : (o along the a;-axis and a : 1 along the y-axis, and then 
translating the curve a distance 5 iii the positive direction along the 
a-axis (cf. fig. 2). 

By tlie addition foimnlse for the trigonometric functions we 
can also express sinusoidal vibrations in the form 

a coscox + J3 sinojx and coscocc — a smcxjx 



respectively, where a = —a sincu^ and = a cosa>^. Con- 

versely, every function of the form 

a coBcjox + jS sincuo; 

represents a sinusoidal vibration a sma>(a; — |) with the ampli- 
tude V'(a^+ j8^) and the phase displacement given by the 
equations a = —a sma)|, ^ = a cosco^. By using the expression 
a coBcox + ^ sinoja; we see that the sum of two or more such 
functions with the same circular frequency co always represents 
another sinusoidal vibration with the circular frequency co. 

2. Superposition of Sinusoidal Vibrations, Harmonics. Beats. 

Although many vibrations are found to be sinusoidal 
(cf. Chap. V, § 4, p. 296), it is nevertheless true that most periodic 
motions have a more complicated character, being obtained by 
the superposition of sinnsoidal vibrations. Mathematically this 
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simply means that tlie motion, e.g. the distance of a point from 
its initial position as a function of the time, is given bj a function 
which is the sum of a number of pure periodic functions of the 
above type. The sine waves of the function are then piled 
up on top of one another (that is, their ordinates are added), 
or. as we say, they are superposed. In this superposition 
we assume that the circular frequencies (and, of course, the 
periods) of the superposed vibrations are all difierent; for the 
superposition of two sinusoidal vibrations with the same circular 
frequency gives us another sinusoidal vibration with the same 
circular frequency (but with a difierent amplitude and phase 
displacement), as shown above. 

If we consider the simplest instance, the superposition of 
two sinusoidal vibrations with the circular frequencies and 
we find that there are two fundamentally difierent cases, depend- 
ing on whether the two circular frequencies have a rational ratio 
or not, or, as we say, whether they are commensurable or in- 
commensurable. We begin with the first case, and by way of an 
example take the second circular frequency to be twice the first; 
oig = The period of the second vibration will then be half 
the period of the first, 27 r/ 2 a)i = Tg = 2^1/2, and so it will neces- 
sarily have not only the period Tg ^1®^ doubled period 
since the function repeats itself after this double period; and the 
function formed by superposing them will also have the period 
Tj. The second vibration, with twice the circular frequency and 
half the period of the first, is called a first harmonic of the first 
vibration (the fundamental). 

Corresponding statements hold if we introduce a further 
vibration with the circular frequency = dco^. Here again the 
vibration function shxdoj-^x will necessarily repeat itself with the 
period ^njcoi = T^. Such a vibration is called a second harmonic 
of the given vibration. Likewise we can consider third, fourth, .... 
(yi — l)-th harmonics with the circular frequencies C04 = 
o)- = 5aji, . . . , and, moreover, with any phase dis- 

placements we please. Every such harmonic will necessarily 
repeat itself after the period = 27 t/wi, and consequently every 
function obtained by superposing a number of vibrations, each 
of which is a harmonic of a given fundamental circular frequency 
coj, will itself be a periodic function with the period 2'n-/a)], = T-^. 
By superposing vibrations with circular frequencies ranging from 
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that of the fundamental to that of the {n — l)-th harmonic we 
obtain a periodic function of the form 

n 

(x) = a + S {a^ cos voiX -f sin vwx), 

V=1 



(The constant a, which we have introduced here in order to make 
the formula slightly more general, does not affect the periodicity, 
since it is periodic for any period.) Since this function contains 



sin 2a; , sin 3 ae 

2 3' 

sin Sac sin 3ac _ sin ^ 


Fig. 4 . — Combination of vibrations 

+ 1 constants which we can choose arbitrarily, we are thus 
able to generate very complicated curves which are not at all 
like the original sine curves. Figs. 3-6 illustrate this graphically. 

* Tbe proportions of the figure correspond to the assumption cu *=* 1. 
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Th-e term harmonic ” originates in acoustics,* where we find 
that if a fundamental vibration with circular frequency co corre- 
sponds to a note of a certain pitch, then the first, second, third, &c., 
harmonics correspond to the sequence of harmonics of the funda- 
mental, that is, to the octave, octave + fifth, double octave, &c. 

In general, in the case of 
the superposition of vibra- 
tions in which the circular 
frequencies have rational 
ratios these circular fre- 
quencies can all be repre- 
sented as integral multiples 
of a common fundamental 
circular frequency. The 
superposition of two vibra- 





Fig. st* — Combination of vibrations 


tions with incommensurable circular frequencies co^ and ojq, 
however, represents an intrinsically difierent type of pheno- 
menon. Here the process resulting from the superposition of 
sinusoidal vibrations will no longer be periodic. We cannot go 
into the mathematical discussions that arise from this, but 
merely remark that such functions always have an approxi- 
mately periodic character, or, as we say, are almost periodic. 
Such functions have just recently been studied in great detail. 

A final remark on the superposition of sinusoidal vibrations 
is concerned with the phenomenon of so-called heats. If we 
superpose two vibrations both with unit amplitude but with 
difierent circular frequencies co^ and cog, and if for the sake of 
simplicity we take the same value of ^ (see p. 427) for both (the 
generalization to arbitrary phase can be left to the reader), then 
we are merely concerned with the behaviour of the function 

y = sincoiCC + sincogO? > cog > 0). 

♦ In acoustics the terms overtone', {upper) partial are also used, 
f The curves drawn in the figure correspond to the trigonometrical poly- 
nomials obtained by taking 3, 6, 6 and 7 terms respectively of the series 

sina? , i) sm2a; , sinSa? , siaSx , sindri; , sin 7a; , sm9a; . 

_ + 2 -_ + + 2 -^ + ™ + + ... . 
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By a well-known trigonometrical formula we have 
^ = 2 c« 

Tills equation represents a phenomenon which we may think of 
as follows: we have a vibration with the circular frequency 
+ cDg) and the period 477/(0)3^ + C02). This vibration, how- 
ever, has not a constant amphtude; on the contrary, the am- 
plitude is given by the expression 2 cos -1(0)1 — cog) rr, which 
varies with a longer period 47 t/(o)i — co^). This point of view is 
particularly useful and easy to interpret when the two circular 
frequencies 0)3 and 0)2 are relatively large while their difierence 



(o>i — C02) is small compared to them. Then the amplitude 
2 cos -1(0)1 0)2) cc of the vibration with period 477/(0)1 + 012) 
will vary only slowly compared with the period of vibration, and 
this change of amplitude will repeat itself periodically with the 
long period 477/(0)3 — ^2)* These rhythmic changes of amplitude 
are called beats. Everyone is acquainted with this phenomenon 
in acoustics and perhaps also in wireless telegraphy. In wireless 
telegraphy the circular frequencies and 0)2 are as a rule far 
above those which the ear can detect, while the difference 
o>i — 0)2 falls in the range of audible notes. The beats then cause 
an audible note, while the original vibrations remain imper- 
ceptible to the ear. 

An example of beats is illustrated graphically in fig. 6. 
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2. Use op Complex Notation 

1. CSfeneral Remarks. 

TEe investigation of vibration phenomena and periodic func- 
tions gains in formal simplicity if we make use of complex num- 
bers, combining each pair of trigonometric functions cos cox and 
sinwaj to form an expression of the type cos wo; -f- ^ sincocc == 

(cf. Chap. VIII, § 7, p. 411). Here we must bear in mind that one 
equation between complex quantities is equivalent to two equa- 
tions between real quantities, and that our results must always 
be interpreted and made intelligible in the real domain. 

If we everywhere replace the trigonometric functions by 
exponential functions in accordance with the formulae 

2 cos ff — -j- 2i sin 0 = 

we express sinusoidal vibrations in terms of the complex quan- 
tities or 

respectively, 'where a, co, and a>^ are the real quantities ampli- 
tude, circular frequency, and phase displacement. The real 
vibrations are obtained from this complex expression simply by 
taking real and imaginary parts. 

The convenience of this mode of representation for many 
purposes is due to the fact that the derivatives of the real vibra- 
tions with respect to the time x are obtained by difierentiating 
the complex exponential function just as if i were a real con- 
stant,. as is expressed by the formula 

— a{ cosoj (ic — I) -f- i sinco {x— ^) } 
ax ^ 

= aco{^ sina)(cc — ^) + i cosco(a3 — • 

= iaoj { cosco (x — + i sincu {x — |) }, 

dx 

2. Application to the Study of Alternating Currents. 

We shall now iUnstrate these matters by means of an important 
example. Here we shall denote the independent variable, the time, by t 
instead of x. 
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We consider an electric circuit with resistance R and inductance 
on which an external electromotive force (voltage) E is impressed. In the- 
case of direct current E is constant, and the current I is given by Ohm’ S' 
law. 


If, however, we are dealing with alternating current, is a function of 
the time t, and consequently so is /, and Ohm’s law takes the form (cf, 
p. 182) 


E- 



= Rl. 


In the simplest case, to which we restrict ourselves here, the external 
electromotive force E is sinusoidal with circular frequency co. Now instead 
of taking this oscillation in the form a cosc^t or a sinco^, we combine both, 
possibilities formally in the complex form 

E = = s cosco^ + sinco^, 

where £( > 0) represents the amplitude. We shall operate with this “ com- 
plex voltage ” as if i were a real parameter, and w^e thus obtain a complex 
current L Then the significance of the relation thus found between 
the complex quantities E and I is that the current corresponding to an; 
electromotive force s coscj^t is the real part of I, while the current correspond- 
ing to an electromotive force s sincoi is the imaginary part of I. The com- 
plex current can be calculated immediately if for I we write down an 
expression of the form 


that is, if we make the assumption that I is also sinusoidal with circular 
frequency co. The derivative of / is then given formally by the expression, 

dl 

dt 

== aco(— sin<o^ -{- ^ cosco^). 

By substituting these quantities in the generalized form of Ohm’s law and 
dividing out the factor we obtain the equation s -- = Ra, or- 


R -j- fcoX 

so that ^ -f mL)I = WI. 

We may regard this last equation as Ohm’s law for alternating currents- 
in complex form, if we call the quantity 

TF = jR fcoZ/ 

the com'plez resistance of the circuit. Ohm’s law is then the same as for' 
direct current; the current is equal to the voltage divided by the resistance.^ 
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If we write the complex resistance in the form 


where 


we obtain 


W — = w cosS + iw sinS, 


V{li^+ L2<o2), 


tanS = 


(xiL 

'E" 


J = 5 
w 
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According to this formula the current has the same period (and circular 
frequency) as the voltage; the amplitude a of the current is connected 
with the amplitude s of the electromotive force by the equation 

s 

a = — , 
w 

and, in addition, there is a difference of phase between the current and the 
voltage. The current reaches its maximum, not at the same time as the 
voltage, but at a time S/co later, and the same is of course true for the 
minimum. In electrical engineering the quantity ti? = V {R- -f- L-co^) is 
frequently called the impedance or alternating current resistance of the 
circuit for the circular frequency co; the phase displacement, usually stated 
in degrees, is called the lag. 


3. Complex Representation of the Superposition of Sinusoidal 
Vibrations. 

So far the complex notation has been used to denote the com- 
bination of two sinusoidal vibrations. But a single vibration or a 
compoimd vibration of the type 

n 

S{x) a -f S {a^ cos vx + sin vx) 

V=1 

(for simplicity we have taken m = 1) can also be reduced to com- 
plex form by substituting 

cosva;= 

A 

and sin va; = I (e"* — 

% 

The above expression then becomes an expression of the form 

8(x) = i 

yam — n 
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where the complex numbers are connected with the real 
numbers a, and by the equations 

a^-T- = i{a^-^ a_J. 

In order that the equation + ct-v shall formally include 

the case p = 0, we often put a = ag = 

Conversely, we may regard any arbitrary expression of the 
form 

V— — n 

as a function representing the superposition of vibmtions, written 
in complex form. In order that the result of this superposition 
may be real it is only necessary that + (^-v should be real and 
a pure imaginary; that is, and a_^ must be con- 
jugate complex numbers. 


4. Deduction of a Trigonometric Formula. 

By using complex notation we obtain a very simple proof of a formula 
^^'hich we shall need later. This is the trigonometric summation formula 

/XI. , o . . sin(?i + i)a 

o«(a) = * -|- cos a -}- cos2a . -f cos?ia — : — ! — ^ 

2 sin a 

\\ hich is true for all values of a except the values 0, ±27 t, ± 47 t, ... , 
To prove this we replace the cosine function by its exponential ex- 
jji-ession and thus bring the sum ar„(a) into the form 

c7^(a) == I S 

t'= — n , 


On the right we have a geometric progression with the common ratio 
q == 4= 1. Using the ordinary formula for the sum, we have 


®b(“) = 



1 _ j2n+l 
1-2 


j g— fm g(n + l)ia 

2 1 — e*“ 


On multiplying numerator and denominator by e— we obtain 


'Jn(a) = 


sin(?i -f ^)a 
2 sin 4a * 


as was stated. 
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Examples 


1. Sketch the curves = S for N == S, o, 6. 

n=l n 


2. Sketch the curves ^ = E — for JV = S, 6, 8. 

3. Evaluate the sum sin a -f sin 2a -j- ... -f sin^a. 

4. If s^((x) = 1* * where cr^(a) has the value 

Ow(a) = J + oosa 4~ cos2a + . : * + coswa, prove that 




««(“) = — r-f 
m + 1 


(The expression is called the “ Eejer kernel ”, and is of great importanoe 
in the more advanced study of Fourier series.) 

5. Show that I , 

- / sjix)dtx. = 1 , 

TCj_7r 

where s^(a) is the Fej4r kernel of Ex. 4. 


3. Foueier Series 

The function 

n 

S' (cc) = a + S {a^ cos vx + sinvcc) 

p=i 

resulting from the superposition of sinusoidal vibrations contains 
2n-\- I arbitrary constants a, 6^. The question now arises 
whether these constants can be so chosen that in the interval 
the sum S{x) shall approximate to a given function 
f{x), and if so, how they are to be found. More precisely, we 
inquire whether the given function /(as) can be expanded in an 
infinite series 

00 

f(x) = a + S (a,, cos vx + sin vx), 

v=i 

If we assume for the moment that this expansion of the 
iunction /(a?) is actually possible and that the series converges 
uniformly in the interval — we readily obtain a 
simple relation between the function f(x) and the coefficients 
a == ^-ao, and (We shall soon see that the notation a = 
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IS justified hj its convenience.) We multiply tlie hypothetical 
expansion above by cos vx and integrate term by term, as is per- 
missible on account of the uniform convergence. In virtue of fihe 
orthogonality relations 


f sin mx sinm dx^ -j 

^-f -TT 

/ sin mx gos nxdx = 0 , 


if - . 4= Ti, 
if ^,==n=^ 


-f ff 

cos mx cos nxdx 



if m 4= 

if m = n 4= 0, 


proved in Chap. IV, § 3 (p. 217), we at once obtain the formula 
1 

a^ = - / f{x) Gosvxdx 


for the coefficients. Similarly, by multiplying the series by sinycc 
and integrating, we have 

1 

- f(x) sin vxdx. 

These formulae assign a definite sequence of coefficients 
and usually called the Fourier coefficients, to every 
function f{x) which is defined and continuous in the interval 
— 77 ^ n ^ 7T, or has only a finite number of jump discontinuities 
there. If the function /(a?) is given, we can use these quantities 
to form the Fourier partial sums 

n 

{^) = 2% + ^ i^v COS PX + sin PX), 

and we may also formally write down the corresponding infinite 
Fourier series Our problem is to distinguish simple classes 
of functions /(a?) for which this Fourier series does actually con- 
verge and does represent the function. 

In order to formulate the result which we wish to prove, we 
introduce the following definition. A function /(ir) is said to be 
sectimially smooth ^ in an interval if it is itself sectionally 
continuous f (that is, continuous in the interval except for a 


* Ger. stilckweise glaM» 


t Ger. stuckweise stetig. 
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finite number of jump discontinuities) and if in addition its first 
derivative f{x) is sectionallj continuons. 

We shall imagine the function /(cc) originally defined in the 
interval — n ^ x ^ tt to be periodically extended. 

At each point at which the function /(a?.) has a jump discon- 
tinuity we shall altor the function, if necessary, and shall assign to 
it the value which is the arithmetic mean of the left-hand limit 
and the right-hand limit oif{x); that is, we write 

fi^) = i(/(® - 0) +f{x + 0)), 

■n'liere f{x — 0) and f(x+0) are simply the limits of /(») as x 
approaches x from the left and from the right respectively. This 
equation is obviously true for every point x at which f(x) is con- 
tinuous. 

Our goal is the following theorem: 

If the function f{x) is sectionally smooth and satisfies the above 
equation, then its Fourier series converges at every powit x and 
■represents the function.'^ 

Further, we shall prove the following theorem: 

In every closed interval in which the function f(x) {imagined 
■periodically extended) is continuous as well as sectionally smooth, 
the Fourier series converges uniformly. 

Finally: 

If the function f(x) is sectionally smooth and has no dis- 
•continuities, the Fourier series converges absolutely. 

The proofs of these theorems will be postponed until § 5 
'(p. 447). Here we merely wish to emphasize that the functions 
which can be expanded according to these theorems have a very 
high degree of arbitrariness; it is by no means necessary that 
the functions should be given by a single analytical expression. 

In the next section we shall display the extraordinary 
iertility of the Fourier expansion by discussing a number of 
‘examples. 

* It may be remarked incidentally that this theorem can be proved for 
more general classes of functions. The result formulated here, however, suflfices 
ifor all applications. 
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L Examples of Fouriee Series 

1. Preliminary Remarks. 

We shall assume that our functions f{x) have the period 27? 
and are defined in the interval — tt < a; < tt. Beyond this interval 
to the left and the right, they are to be extended periodically, 
as on p. 426. 

Before going into details we remark that if /(x) is an eveyi 
function (cf. p. 20), then clearly f(x) smvx is odd and f(x] 
cos vx is even, so that 

1 r'^'^ 2 r" 

6^ = - / f(x) dnvxdx =0; - f(x) cos vxdx, 

TT-'-rn- '^''0 

We thus obtain a ‘‘ cosine series If, on the other hand, the 
function /(a?) is an odd function, then 

- f{x) cos vxdx =0; &„ = - / f(x) sin vxdx. 

We therefore obtain a sine series 

2. Expansion of the Functions ^{x) = x and cp{x)—x-. 

2 

For the odd function x we have h^, — - / x ^mvxdx, and on integra- 
tion by parts ~ *^0 

—X cos va; K , 1 r” , . , 

i -f- - / cosvrrao; = (— ] 

!o ^ do 

Hence for the periodic function which in the interval — tt < a; < tc is 
equal to X ^f. fig. 7) we obtain the expansion 

sin 3a; , 


If we put x= 7t/2 we obtain Gregory’s series, 



with which we are already familiar (p. 319). The function represented 
by this series is not a continuous function; on the contrary, it jumps by 

* Consequently, if the function f{x) is initially given only in the interval 
0 < X < IT, then we can extend it in the interval - tt < a; < 0 either as an 
odd function or as an even function, and correspondingly expand the function 
in the interval 0 < jc < tt either in a sine series or in a cosine series. 
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an amount 2-n: at the points »= &7u, &= ±1, ^3. ±6, . . . . At these 
points of discontinuity, that is, at the points x= h7v,k= ±1, ±3, ±5, . . . , 
each term of the series is zero, and hence the function itself is zero. Hence 
at the points of discontinuity the series represents the arithmetic mean 
of the left-hand and right-hand limits. 

If ^ is any fixed number between — tc and t:, and if we replace a; in the 
above series by {x — ^), we obtain the series 


_ /sin (re - 
5)= 2(^ — ^ 


sin (re — _ sin2 (rr — sin 3 (re — 




2 2 2 
= — ^ sin^ cosa; -j- - cos^ sinre + ^ sin2^ cos2rr 

2 2 2 
■ ^ cos2^ sin2re — - sin 3^ cosSre -j- - cos3^ sinSre + • « 



This may also be written in the form of a Fourier series with coefficients 

/—IP /— ip-i 

a. = 0, = 2 1 L sinri^, 6,, = 2 1 ^ — cos?i^, 

^ n n 


which tend to zero as n increases; this series represents a function havins: 
the discontinuities described above at the points rr=^±7ir, rc=^± 3-, .... 
For the even function 9(rc) = x^ we find, on integrating by parts twice. 


that 


a». = 



cosvrcdrr = (— 1)" 


4 


(V > 0), 


ao = 


2t^2 

3 ’ 


so that we obtain the expansion 

, X A /cosrc cos2rr cos3a; "N 

9 W= 3 - H-w - -2^ + 

By difiEerentiating this series term by term and dividing by 2 vre formally 
reco'o-er the series for 4^(rr) = x. 
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3. Expansion of the Function xcosx. 

For this odd function we have 


dy = 0, 

By using the formula 



r 

•/f) 


X cos a; smvxdx. 


£ 


X sin [105 da: = (— - 






found in the previous sub-section, we evaluate b^. 


2 1 

bj,= - xcosxsmvxdx=- a;(sin(v + 1) l)a;)djc 

"do t: Jo 



and if we add the series found on p. 440 this becomes 


r(l -r cosa:) == - sinr + 2 

2 ^ Vl.2.3 


sin 3a; ^ 

¥7¥7l~^ 


sin 4a; 
3 . 4.5 


+ . 


A\hen the function which is equal to x cos 05 in the interval — re < x < tz 
is extended periodically beyond this interval, the same discontinuities 
(cf. fig. 8) occur as are exhibited by the function t^a;) considered in No. 2. 
On the other hand, if the function a;(l -{~ cos a;) is periodically extended it 
remains continuous at the end-points of the intervals, and in fact its deri- 
vative also remains continuous, since the discontinuities are eliminated 
by the factor 1 4“ cosa5, which together with its derivative vanishes at 
the end-points. 
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4. The Function y ( a;) = | 

This function is even; consequently 6^ = 0 and 
2 

- I X cos vx dx, 
ttJq 

and on integration by parts we readily obtain 

1 


i 


X cos 'jx dx — - a; sin va; 


TT 1 i-ir 

- - / SI 

0 


sin MX dx 


j 0, if V is even and =j= Of 


I is odd. 


Consequently 




cos 3a; cos 5a: \ 




If we put a; = 0, we obtain the remarkable formula 
8 ‘ 

5. Example. 

The function defined by the equations 

j — 1, for — 7T < a: < 0, 
f(^x) = I 0, for a; = 0, 


Ul 


for 0 < a; < t:, 


1 

L 

: ^ 

■ 4 6 — >. 

~jc\ 0 

Til 21% X 




Fig. 9 


as indicated in fig. 9, is an odd function. 

2 . 

5 = — / sm MX dx — 
^ Jq 


Hence ctj, = 0 and 

( 0 if V is even, 

— if V is odd, 

7TV 


so that the Fourier series for the function is 

/(*) 


4 /sina: , sinSa: . \ 


1 


a = ?, in particular, this again yields Gregory’s series. 

This series can be formally derived from that for j a: j by term-by-term 
difierentiation. 
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6. The Function jr(x)= | sinA:|. 

The even function f{x) == | since | can be expanded in a cosine series, 
the coefficients a,, being given by the following calculation: 


f sino; cos va; dec = ^ f {sin(v 4. l)cc — siii(v — 
2 Jq ^Jq 


l)x}dx 


We thus obtain 



0 if V is odd, 


if V is even. 

v2- 1 


f(x) = I since j = 


2 

TC 


4 ^ cos2gcc 

4g.2 — 1’ 


7. Expansion of the Function cos [ix. Resolution of the Cotan- 
gent into Partial Fractions. The Infinite Product for 
the Sine. 

Let /(cc) = cospLcc for — tc < cc < tc, where p is not an integer. Since 
f{x) is even we again obtain 6^, = 0, while 


Tc 1 

-CLy= j cosg.ee cos ver da; = - / {cos(g-|- v)a;H-cos(g— ^)x}dx 
2 Jq 2 Jo 

L(g-- v) 7 C j 
g — V / 


1 |sin(g -r v)7r sin(g - 


g -r V 

= i sing?:. 

g2_ V- 


We thus have 

cos gee = 


2u singTT 


/I cosa; , cos2ce 

\2y^ 



This function remains continuous at the points a; = 4 :t:. If we put a; = tc, 
divide both sides of the equation by sin gTi, and then write cc instead of g, 
we obtain the equation 


COtTUCC 


= ?^Y- 


TT \2a;2 





This is the so-called resolution of the cotangent into partial fractions, a very 
important formula frequently discussed in analysis. We now write this 
series in the form 


cotTTce — — 

TZX 


71 Ip — 




If ce lies in an interval 0 ^ cc ^ g' < 1, the n-th term on the right is less in 
2 1 

absolute value than - — . Hence the series converges uniformly in 

Tz n^ — ® 
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this interval, and can be integrated term by term. We thus obtain 

71 f (cot Tit— Md« = log5^— lim log _ log 

on the left, and 

log ^1 — -f log ^1 — -h . . . =: lim S log (^1 — 

on the right, multiplying both sides by re. If we pass from the logarithm 
to the exponential function we have 

n „ 

sinTco; ^ 2 log(i-Dc*/i/*) s log ci~;c2/».») 

= = lim 


Hence 


= ]im 

n — >-00 i/=l \ V / 


We have thus obtained the famous expression for the sine as an infinite 
product.* From this, by putting a; = -, we obtain Wallis’s product 

!!= n ^ = ? ^ - - 

2 ,^i2v-- r2v-}- 1 rs's’s*"’ 

as on p. 224. 


8. Further Examples. 

By brief calculations similar to the preceding we obtain the following 
further examples of expansions in series. 

The function f{x) which is defined by the equation f(x) = sin^ux for 
~- 7 z < X < TV can be expanded in the series 


. 2sin(XTr 

f(x) = smira:= — 


sin IK 2sin2iK ^ 3sin3iK 

“ - 12 ” 32 


If we pmt X — - and use the relation sin utt = 2 sin — cos this 
2 2 2 

gives us the resolution of the secant into partial fractions, that is, of 

the function this expansion is 

2 


TV sec Tvx — 


(2v - 1)2’ 


where for ^/2 we have mitten x. 

* This formula is particularly interesting because it shows directly that 
the function sinTrir vanishes at the points a; = 0, i:l» . . . . In this respect 
it corresponds to the factorization of a polynomial when its zeros are known 
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The series for the hyperbolic functions cosh [lx and sinh fzir ( — tc < a; < k) 


. 4* 


cos 2a; 


cos 3a? 


. , 2 . , / sina? 

sinh ^a? — - sinh jatt i - 

7Z -j- 


+ • 




2 sin 2a? 3 sin 3a? j_ 

ilMTp 


•> 


Examples 


1. Find the Fourier expansions for the functions which are periodic 
with period 2% and which in — tt; < a; ^ tt are defined by the formulae 

(a) 6®®. (b) (a;2 ~ (c) smaa;(l + cosa?). 

(d) /(a?)=l((a^a?^6), f{x)^0{---7z <x <a), /(a;) = 0(6 < a;^7r). 


2. The function f{t) is periodic with period 1, and in 0 ^ a? < 1 it is 

1 1 sin 2u7z t 

given by f{t) = t. Prove that f{t) = S . 

3. The polynomials BJt) (Bernoulli polynomials) are defined by the 

relations: (a) = « — |; (6) = nB„.i{l); (c) f BJt) dt = 0. 

BmiB4t), BS), B^{t) 

e. — The numbers -B^(0) are rational, and are, in fact, the same as 
Bernoulli’s numbers cf. pp. 422, 423.) 


4. Verify the Fourier expansions for the Bernoulli polynomials: 

fl 

J 


TC U=1 


1 f y sm2^^7ci| Bit')— ^ 


1 { ^ 
B,{t)=-i S 

Vn=l 


n 

cos2?i7r^) 


71- 


■j’ 


2t:^ [n^i 

BS)=--- ■[ S 

TT^ ln=l 71^ J 


5. Prove that 

6. Prove that 


00 -I 2 

n=l 7Z.“ 6 


i_i ' 1 

13 33 ^ 53 


S i = !!! 

n»i 9Q 



t. 

32* 


7, Prove that 


(®) ^ + p+ p+ :^+'- 

(6) 1 - i + i - 1 + . . 

' ^ £2 32 42 ‘ 


8* 

12 * 


“ 2^ ' 34 44 ' ■*’ 720* 

8. Obtain the infinite product, for the cosine from the relation! 


oosira? = 
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5. The Convergence of Fourier SerieS' 

We now proceed to establish rigorously the theorems whick 
were stated in § 3 (p. 439) and illustrated in § 4 (p. 440). 

1. The Convergence of the Fourier Series of a Sectionally 
Smooth Function. 

We first recall that if f{x) is any function which is defined 
and sectionally continuous (that is, continuous except for a 
finite number of jump discontinuities at most) in the interval 
— 77 ^ Jr ^ 7T, we can form the Fourier coefficients oifix) accord- 
ing to the formulae 

1 I 

a^=z - f(t) cos vtdt, b^=z — f(t) sinptxlty 

and we can formally wiite down the series 

CO 

+ 2 (a^ cos px + sin vx). 

This series is called the Fourier series corresponding to f{x), 
irrespective of whether it converges or not. We are now about 
to find the conditions which must be imposed on f{x) in order 
to ensure that the Fourier series corresponding to f{x) does con- 
verge and does represent f(x). We assume that f{x) is extended, 
periodically beyond the interval —ttKx^tt. 

The theorem which we shall now prove is as follows: 

If the function f(x) is sectionally smooth and at each point of 
discontinuity (x) satisfies the equation f (x) = { f (x — 0) -f- f (x -f 0) }, 
then the Fourier series corresponding to f(.x) converges at every point 
and represents the function. 

To prove this theorem we consider the partial sums 

n 

Sn {x) = laQ -f 2 {a^ cos vx + &„sin vx). 

If for the coefficients we substitute the integral expressions- 
found above and then interchange the order of. integration and 
summation we obtain 

Sn(x) = — / f{t) 1 - + 2 (cos vt COS vx + siu vt sinva;) - dt, 

V 2 v = l ^ 

* That is, f(x) is sectionally continuous and. its derivative /"(cc) is sectionally 
continuous also. 
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or, nsiocT the addition theorem for the cosine, 

If we now apply the summation formula obtained on p. 436, this 
becomes 


Finally, making the transformation r= [t — x) and noting the 
periodicity of the integrand, we obtain 

. sin ( 7 ^ -p -J-) T 7 

f[x + t) \ [ dr. 

sinf 

Starting with this form of the partial sum Sn{x) we can 
prove, by means of the following lemma, that SJ^x) tends 
to /(aj). 

Lemma. If the f unction s (x) is sectionally continuous in the 
interval a ^ x ^ b, then the integral 

pb 

1=1 s(t) siaXtdt 

*'<2 

fends to 0 as A increases. 

In the proof we may take s{x) to be continuous in the 
whole interval, since otherwise we need only carry out the 
argument for each sub-interval in which s{x) is continuous. 

As in the similar argument on p. 418 et seq., we notice 
that if A is positive the function sin A^ is alternately positive and 
negative in successive intervals of length 77 / A. For large values of 
A the contributions to the integral from adjacent intervals almost 
cancel one another, since on accormt of continuity the values of 
s{x) in two such adjacent intervals differ from one another only 
slightly. We make use of this circumstance by transforming the 
integral I by the substitution i5 = r + A, where A = 77/A; then 
sin Ai5= —sin At, and we obtain 

pb-k 

1 = — I s(r + h) sin At^t. 

If we again write the letter t instead of r and then add the two 
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expressions for /, we have 

21 == — r + A) sinXtdt + f ’ (s(^) s(t + A) } sin 

•^a—h ''a ^ 

+ / s(^) sinA^cZ^. 

‘^h~h 

If M is an upper bound for tbe absolute value of s{ 5 c), that is, 
if for all values of x in tEe interval under consideration j s (a;) j 
^ Jf , then from this expression for 1 the inequality 

2 I 7 I ^ 2m +J^~\’‘s(t) —s(t + h)\dt 

follows at once. Now let € be any positive number; if we choose 
A so large that in the whole interval a t h the expres- 

sion I s{t) — s{t + A) I remains less than €/(6 — a) and also 
Hi^TT € 

Mh = -Y- then | / 1 << €; and consequently,* since e can 
A 2 

be chosen as small as we please, lim Z = 0. 

\ — >• «» 

Besides this lemma we need the integration formula 


p sin(n + ^)t 
*^0 2 sin 


dt = 

2’ 


which is true for every positive integer n. This we readily estab- 
lish by using our summation formula for the cosine, since 


sin + 2 ) ^ 
2 sin ill 


= f 4“ cos vt) dt = — . 
‘'0 1 2 


Proof of the Main Theorem , — By means of the lemma it 
is easy to prove our main theorem, i.e. to prove the formula 


* If we assum® that s{x)t besides being continuous, has a sectionally con- 
tinuous derivative the proof of this lemma follows simply on integration 

by parts. For 

J%{t) smXt^t « i |s(a) cosAa - 5(6) cosA6 + J^s'{t) oosA^d^ |. 

Here we see at once that as A increases the right-hand side tends to zero. 
7E7flS^ 30 
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We begin by subdividing the interval of integration at tlie 
origin^ For fixed values of x the function 


siS) • 


. /(«: + 0 — /(ag+ 0) 

2 sini^ 


is sectionally continuous in the interval 0 ^ i ^ 77 . For this is 
obvious when 0 Ct ^ tt, while the continuity when ^ — 0 follows 
firom the assumed existence of the right-hand derivative 

^ f(x+t)—f(x+0) _ f(x + t}—f(x+0) ^ 2 sinj t 

»— >-o, i>o t t— 5-+0 2 sin t 

= lim /(^+ 0— /(^+Q) _ 

2 siniif 

Hence, as A = ?^ + J increases, the integral 
1 


-X 

7T 


sin Xt dt 


- 2^ ^ s X'-f 


sin 

sini^ 


dt 


tends to zero. 

Since, however, the factor f{x + 0) can be taken out of the 
second integral on the right, and since for A = w -+- i the integral 

X ^ "to immediately obtain the equation f 

lim ~f ^/{» + 0). 

277 “'o sinji 2 

In the same way we obtain 

^ ^ = lf{x — 0), 

X->00 2-77 n- sinfi 2 

for the interval — tt ^ i ^ 0, and by addition 

to ^ /*'/(. *-/(*). 

x-^ot ZTT IT sinf^ 


* For tMs notation see p. 439. 

t By putting x == 0, /(i) = (sin ifjjt in tliis equation, and then replacing t 
by ui% we obtain the important relation (cf. pp. 251-253) 


lim 


77 

2 * 
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2. Further Investigation of the Convergence. 

In the neighbourhood of those points where the function /(a?) 
is discontinuous the Fourier series does not converge uniformlj; 
for according to Chap. VIII, § 4 (p, 393), a uniformly convergent 
series of continuous functions possesses a continuous sum. Never- 
theless, we have the following important theorem: 

If a sectionally smooth periodic function has no discontinuities, 
its Fourier series converges absolutely and uniformly. The conver- 
gence of the Fourier series for any sectionally smooth f unction ivhat- 
ever is uniform in every closed interval which contains no point 
of discontinuity of the function. 

In order to prove this theorem we start from a fundamental 
inequality satisfied by the Fourier coefficients of any function 
f{x) which is sectionally continuous (note that/(r) is not assumed 
to be sectionally smooth). This so-called BesseVs inequality states 
that for all values of 71 

1 V + S {a,r 4- b;^) ^ - / {f(x ) }- dx. 

li I/— 1 77*^— TT 

The proof follows from the fact that the expression 

r ” 

\ f(p) ~~ ^ sin vx)j dx 

is always positive or zero. If we evaluate the integral by 
expanding the bracket under the integral sign and recalling the 
orthogonality relations and the definitions of the Fourier 
coefficients, we at once obtain Bessel’s inequality in the form 

- ^{l< + ^.“) } ^ 0 . 

In addition to Bessel’s inequality we make use of Schwarz’s 
inequality (p. 13): if u^, , . . , u^ and iq, V2, . . . , are 
arbitrary real numbers, it is always true that 

n \2 n n 

S u,.v„) ^ S m/. S v,^ 

J/=l / V=1 V — 1 

the sign of equality occurring only when the sequence u is pro- 
portional to the sequence v. 

We now assume that the periodic function f{x) is sectionally 
smooth, and also continuous. The derivative (a?) is 
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sectionally corLtmHOus, and we easily show that and the 
Fourier coefficients of g{x), satisfy the relations 

Co= 0, 


for on integration by parts we have 
1 r 

= — / g{x) cos vx dx 

= - /(^) cos vo; + - / f(x) sin ^05 = vb^, 

a similar proof holding for the other statements. 

Bessel’s inequality applied to the function g(x) therefore 
gives us 

If for brevity we denote the right-hand side of this inequality 
by M}, and apply Schwarz’s inequality, we find that when m'> n 

1 cos vx ■ hj^) 


since + 6^^) is the amplitude of the periodic function 

cos vx + sin vx. 

1 

But owing to the convergence of S — the right-hand side, 

v=^l 

which is independent of x, can be made as small as we please by 
choosing n and m large enough, which proves the absolute and 
uniform convergence of the series.* 

In order to prove the above theorem for sectionally smooth 
functions which are discontinuous, we first consider a special 
function 0(ic) of this type. 

* The same considerations show incidentally that for periodic functions 
with contimious derivatives of the (A — l)-th order and derivatives of the 

n 

fe-th order which are at least sectionally continuous, the sum Yiv^{av^ + bu^) 

remains below a fixed bound. This gives us a definite statement about the 
order to which the‘ Fourier coefficients vanish. For such a function the Fourier 
series of the derivatives up to the order (h — 1) converge absolutely and uniformly. 
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In the interval — tt < a: < tt we define ij){x) as equal to x; out- 
side this interval ijjix) is extended periodically. According to 
p. 440 its Fourier series is 

„ /since sin2!K , sinSa: . \ 

— r+— - + ■■•/ 

This series cannot be -uniformly convergent, for its sum is 
the discontinuous function ip{x). We shall show, however, 
that the convergence is uniform in every interval 
for which 0 < ^ < w. 

The proof is based on a special artifice."^ We observe that in 

the interval the function, cos ? is never less than the 

I ^ 

positive quantity cos ^ = k. If we multiply the absolute value 

of the difference between the m-th and w-th partial sums of the 
above series n), that is, the expression 


I'SJa:) — 1 

sin( 9 ^+l)jr sin(^ . %mmx 

n + 1 n + 2 


by the function cos then in accordance with the well-known 
^ 2 

trigonometric formula 2 siuM cos?) = sin(M -f ?;) + sin(M — v), we 
obtain the absolute value of the expression 


sm( 


n-\- 1 


[sin(r2)+ l)aj_ 

sin(ra-|- 2)a;_^ 

_j_ sinma?! 

• * * 1 

1 n + 1 

»i-t-2 

m x •' 

siIl(7^^-|)^c_ 

sin(w-l- f)®, 

_^siii(m+ 

n+l 

n+2 

m 

sin {n+^)x_ 

sm(n-f §)a; , 


n+2 

n+Z 



* We are led to this artifice naturaUy by observing that the function 2y cosy, 
when extended periodically beyond the interval ^ y ^ remains con- 
tinuous, so that according to the first £ ^he Aeorem te 
must converge uniformly and must represent the function. Tto sen^, howevOT, 
is obtained I we multiply the PouriCT series for 2y tP P"‘ 

y = xl2, this multipUcation leads to the steps m the text. 
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If we combine the terms on the right which have the Same 
numerators, we obtain the expression 

sin(n + sin(m + j)x 

n + I ~~ m 

, sill(^^+|)^^: si'-. -T sin(m— 

(n + 1) {n ' (n -t- 2) (>^ -f- 3) (m — l)m ’ 

and since cos-^ k and [ sin^^| ^ 1, we obtain the estimate 





+ 1 -h ^ 

i~^ m {n+ 1) 2) 




(m — l)m_ 


But the expression on the right does not depend on and in 

=0 1 

virtue of the convergence of the series 2 it can be made 

u=iv{v+ 1 ) 

as small as we please by choosing n and m large enough. This 
implies the uniform convergence of the Fourier series, which we 
asserted. 

Now that we have obtained the expansion for a particular 
discontinuous function, we can (cf. p. 441) transfer the discon- 
tinuity to any arbitrary point in the interval by translation of 
the curve or of the co-ordinate system. In fact, the function 

|)= 2 ^ siri(a;-g) sin2(a;-g) ^ sm3(a;— 

is continuous except at the points {2Jc + l)7r -F where k is an 
integer. On passing these points, however, the function jumps 
by an amount --27r, from the value tt to the value —tt, while at 
these points themselves the value of the function is zero. 

If now f(x) is any sectionally smooth function which in the 
interval — w ^x^tt is discontinuous only at the points 
• • • 9 and if on passing these points from left to right 
the function jumps by the amounts S^, §29 • • • s respectively, 
then the function 

/(a:) + (» + ^ — ^i) + </> (a: + IT — 4) + • • • 

+ ^^ix+n-U 
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will be continuous and sectionally smooth, and hence by the 
previous proof can be expanded in a uniformly convergent Fourier 
series. We now obtain the Fourier series of the function /(a?) by 
•adding the finite number of Fourier series corresponding to the 

CN 

functions -^i/<(a:+7T- r— ^Jtermby 

2m 277 

term. Our theorem is thus proved. 

This result is (juite adequate for most mathematical investi- 
gations and for applications. We would, however, point out 
that the investigation of Fourier series has been pushed much 
further. The conditions for expansion in Fourier series which 
we have found here are sufficient, but by no means necessary. Func- 
tions with far fewer continuity properties than those discussed 
here can be represented by Fourier series. There is an extensive 
literature devoted to these questions and to the general problem 
uf the expansibility of a function in a Fourier series. As a 
remarkable result of such investigations we mention the fact 
that there are continuous functions whose Fourier series do not 
converge in any interval, no matter how small. Such a result 
does not in any way impugn the usefulness of Fourier series; 
on the contrary, it must be regarded as evidence that the con- 
cept of a continuous function involves fairly complicated possi- 
bilities, as has already been shown by the example of continuous 
.functions which nowhere have a derivative. 


Appendix to Chapter IX 

Integration of Fourier Series 

One of the remarkable properties of Fourier series is theii 
term-by-term integrability. In general, a series can be integrated 
term by term if it is uniformly convergent; otherwise term-by- 
term integration may lead to false results. In contrast with this, 
for Fourier series, we have the theorem: 

If f(x) is sectionally continuous in — tt ^ x ^ tt, and if the 
•series ^ao+ S(a^ cosx+^b^ sinx) is the Fourier series corresponding 
to f(x), then this series can ^be integrated term by term between any 
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two limits I and x lying in the interval — 77 ^ x ^ tt; in symbols. 

pX pX 00 / pX pX \ 

f (x) dx = ^a^dx 4- S M a^ cos vxdx + b^ sin vxdxY 


Moreover, for every fixed value of ^ the series on the right converges 
uniformly in x. TEe remarkable feature of tkis theorem is that 
not only do we not require that the Fourier series toxf{x) shall be 
uniformly convergent, but we need not even assume that it 
converges at all. 

To prove this, let th^ function F{x) be defined by the equation 

pX 

F{x) == J {fix) — \af^dx. This function is sectionally smooth, 

and by the definition of we have Firr) == Fi — rr) = 0, so that 
Fix) can be extended periodically and continuously. The Fourier 

00 

series + S iA^ coswr + smvx) of the function Fix) there- 

V S=al 

fore converges uniformly to Fix). We now investigate the co- 
efficients A^ and By integration by parts as on p. 449, we 
find that, for v > 0, A^^ — bjv and B^ = ajv. Hence for any 
values I and x in the interval — tt ^ x ^ tt, we have 

cc 

Fix) — F{i) = X {44COS vx — cos p|) + B^ (sin vx — sin v ^) } 

V~1 

= S -j — (sin PX — sin p^) — ~ (cos px — cos pi) 

j/=i p p ' 


converging uniformly in x. If we replace Fix) by its definition, 
this becomes 


f(^)dx- 


dx 


GO pX -3C 

= S (a^ / cos px dx+b^ I sin px dx), 

v»l 


which was to be proved. 

It is easy to see that ii fix) is periodic and sectionally con- 
tmuous the term-by-term integration can be performed over any 
interval whatever. 



CHAPTER X 


A Sketch of the Theory of Functions 
of Several Variables 

Up to this point we have concerned ourselves exclusivelv 
with functions of a single independent variable. We must now- 
go on to consider functions of several independent variables. 
Even the applications of the calculus force us to take this step. 
In almost all the relationships which occur in nature, in fact, the 
functions in question do not depend on a single independent 
variable; on the contrary, the dependent variable is usually 
determined by two, three, or more independent variables. Thus,, 
for example, the volume of an ideal gas is a function of a single 
variable, the pressure, if we keep the temperature constant, but 
not otherwise. As a rule the temperature also varies, and the 
volume depends upon a pair of values, namely, the value of the 
pressure and that of the temperature; it is therefore a function 
of two independent variables. 

From the point of view of pure mathematics also, the need 
for detailed study of functions of several independent variables 
is urgent. Here we shall be able to take advantage of what we 
have previously learned, so that in many cases we have only to 
make simple extensions of our arguments. 

It is usually sufficient to consider the case of only two inde- 
pendent variables x and y, so long as no essentially new con- 
siderations are required for an extension to functions of three or 
more variables. In order to keep our statements and notation 
simple, therefore, we shall consider only two independent 
variables as a rule. 

A systematic presentation of the differential and integral 
calculus for functions of several variables is impossible -within 
the compass of this volume, but will be given in VoL II 

457 
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of this treatise. All that can be done here is to give tbe reader 
a preliminary view of some of tbe most important new concepts 
and operations. We shall frequently rely on intuitive plausi- 
bility, tbe full proofs being developed subsequently in Vol. II 


1. The Concept of Function in the Case of Several 
Variables 

1. Functions and their Ranges of Definition. 

Equations of tbe form 

~j- ^ 2 ^ uz=z X — y, u= xy, or u— 

assign b. functional value u to eacb pair of values {x, y). In tbe 
first three of our examples this correspondence bolds for every 
system of values [x, y), while in the last case the correspondence 
has a meaning only for those pairs of values {x^ y) for which tbe 
inequality + 2/^ ^ 1 is true. 

In these cases we say that w is a fufiction of the independent 
variables x and y. This expression we use in general w^henever 
some law assigns a value of u as dependent variable, corre- 
sponding to each pair of values {x, y) belonging to a certain 
specified set. The relation between x, y and u may be stated in 
terms of a ''functional equation ”, as above, or by means of a ver- 
bal description such as w is the area of tbe rectangle with sides 
X and y'\ or it may follow £com physical observations, as, for in- 
stance, in the case of the magnetic declination for different lati- 
tudes and longitudes. The essential thing is that a correspondence 
exists. Similarly, u is said to be a function of the three inde- 
pendent variables x, y, z if for each triad of values {x, y, z) of a 
■certain set there exists a corresponding value of u given by some 
definite law; and similarly for the general case of functions of n 
independent variables %, , x^. 

Tbe set of values which the pair (cc, y) can assume is called 
tbe range of definition of the function u =/(a;, y). For the pur- 
poses of this chapter we shall restrict our attention to the sim- 
plest types of range of definition. We shall consider that (ic, y) 
is limited either! to a so-called rectangular region {domain) 

a ^x^b, c^y^^d, 
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or else to a circle determined by an inequality of the form 
(x — af + (?/ — bf ^ ^2. 

In the case of functions of three variables x, z we shall again 
consider only rectangular regions 

c^y ^ d, e^z 

and spherical regions 

(x — a)2 + {y — 6)2 + (s — cf ^ 

In dealing with more than three independent variables geometri- 
cal intuition fails us, but it is often convenient to extend geo- 
metrical phraseology to this case also. Thus for functions of n 
variables x^^, . , . , x^ we shall consider regions 

^ ^2 ^ ^2 = ^25 • • • > ^ 

and also regions 

(iTi — <2 i)2 + (x^ — + . . . + ~ g 

which we call rectangular regions and spherical regions respec- 
tively. 

2. The Simplest Types of Functions. 

Just as in the case of fxmctions of one variable, the simplest 
functions are the rational integral functions or 'polynomials. 
The most general polynomial of the first degree (linear function) 
is of the form 

u ax by c, 

where o, 6, and c are constants. The general polynomial of the 
second degree has the form 

u == ax^ + hxy + ey'^ + dx+ ey +f. 

The general polynomial is a sum of terms of the form a^^x^y^, 
where the quantities arbitrary constants. 

Rational fractional functions are quotients of polynomials; 
to this class belongs e.g. the linear fractional function 

ax by c 

^ a'x + b'y + c'’ 
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By extraction of roots we pass from tlie rational functions to 
certain algebraic functions,* e.g. 

a; + yf 


In the construction of more complicated functions of several 
variables we almost always fall back on the well-known functions 
of one variable;! e.g. 

u = sin (xy) or log + cos \x). 

3. Geometrical Representation of Functions. 

Just as we represent functions of one variable by means of 
curves, we seek to represent functions of two variables geometri- 
cally by means of surfaces; henceforward we shall consider only 
those functions which can actually be represented in this way. 
We achieve this representation very simply by considering a 
rectangular co-ordinate system in space, with co-ordinates x, 
y, and u, and marking ofi above each point {x, y) of the range 
(R) of definition of the function the point P with the third 
co-ordinate u =f{x, y). As the point {x, y) ranges over the region 
R the point P describes a surface in space. This surface we take 
as the geometrical representation of the function. 

Conversely, in analytical geometry surfaces in space are 
represented by functions of two variables, so that between such 
surfaces and functions of two variables there is a reciprocal 
relation. 

For example, to the function 


there corresponds the hemisphere lying above the x, y plane, with unit 
radius and centre at the origin. To the function u~ there corre- 

sponds a so-caUed paraboloid of revolution^ obtained by rotating the para- 
bola about the w-axis (fig. 1). To the functions u= -- y'^ and 

u= xy there correspond hyperbolic paraboloids (fig. 2). The Hnear function 
u= ax by + c has for its graph a plane in space.} 

* Tor an accurate definition of the term “ algebraic function ” see p. 485. 

f Cf. also the section on compound functions (p. 472). 

J If in the function u — f{x, y) one of the independent variables, say y, 
does not occur, so that u depends on x only, say u =* g{x]y the function is 
represented in aryw-space by a cylindrical surface obtained by erecting the 
perpendiculars to the '?fx-plane at the points of the cxirve u = g(x). 
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This representation by means of rectangular co-ordinates 
has, however, two disadvantages. Firstly, intuition fails us 
whenever we have to deal with three or more independent vari- 
ables. Secondly, even in the case of two independent variables it 
is often more convenient to conJSne the discussion to the xy- 
plane alone, since in the plane we can sketch and make geometrical 
constructions without difficulty. From this point of view another 
geometrical representation of the function, by means of contour 
lines, is to be preferred. In the ic^Z-p^ane we take all the points 
for which u^f{x, y) has a constant value, say u= h. These 




points will usually lie on a curve or curves, the so-called contour 
line for the given constant value of the function. We can also 
obtain these curves by cutting the surface u=f{x, y) by the 
plane u = k parallel to the rcy-plane and projecting the curves 
of intersection perpendicularly on to the x^z-plane. The system 
of these contour lines, marked with the corresponding values 
^2, . • . of the height h, gives us a representation of the function. 
As a rule k is assigned values in arithmetic progression, say 
k = vh, where v = 1, 2 , . . . . The distance between the contour 
lines then gives us a measure of the steepness of the surface 
u=f{x, y); for between every two neighbouring lines the value 
of the function changes by the same amoxmt. Where the contour 
lines are close together the function rises or falls steeply; where 
the lines are far apart the surface is flattish. This is the principle 
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on wEicli contoni maps sncli as those of the OrdnanGe 
and the U.S. Geological Survey are constructed. 

In this method the linear function u ^ ax hy c is represented by 
a system of parallel straight lines aa: + 62 / + c = A. The function 2 /^ 

is represented by a system of concentric circles (cf. fig. 3). The function 
ussz whose surface has a saddle point at the origin (fig. 2 ) is re- 

presented by the system of hyperbolas shown in fig. 4. 

The method of representing the function u = f{x, y) by con- 
tour lines has the advantage of being capable of extension to 
functions of three independent variables also. Instead of the 



contour lines we then have the level surfaces f{x, y, z) = ]c, where 
k is a constant to which we can assign any suitable sequence 
of values. For example, the level surfaces for the function 
u = + + are concentric spheres about the origin of the 
co-ordinate system. 


Example 


L Eor each of the following functions sketch the contour lines corre- 
sponding to 2 “ — 2 , -“ 1 , 0 , 1 , 2 , 3 : 


{a) z = x^y, 

(h) z= x^ — 1 . 

(c) z = — yK 


(d) z = 2 /^. 
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2. CONTmXJITY 

1. Definition. 

As in the case of functions of one variable, the basic require-- 
ment that functions should be capable of being represented 
geometrically leads to the analjrfcic condition of continuity. Here 
again the concept of continuity is given by the following de- 
finition: a function u = f(x, y), defined in a region E, is said to 
be continuous at a point tj) 0/ E if for all points (x, y) near 
(i: v) the function f(x, y) differs hut little from rj), 

the difference being arbitrarily small if only (x, y) is near enough 
to {t V)' 

More precisely: the function f(x, y), defined in the region R,. 
is contmuous at the point rj) o/R, provided that for every posi- 
tive number e it is possible to find a positive distance § = 8(6) 
{in general depending on € and tending to 0 with e) such that for all 
points of the region whose distance from (^, t^) is less than 8 
{that is, for which the inequality 

holds) the relation 

\f{x, ij)—f[tri)\-£e 

is satisfied. Or, in other words, the relation 

\ f{i + kv+ — /(^> I ^ e 

is to hold for all pairs of values {h, Jc) such that h^ -f F ^ 8^ 
and {i + h, 7 ] h) belongs to the region R. 

If a function is continuous at every point of a region R, 
we say that it is continuous in R. 

In the definition of continuity we can replace the distance 
condition F + F ^ 8'-^ by the following equivalent condition: 

To every e > 0‘ there shall correspond two positive numbers 
83 and 83 such that 

whenever | A 1 ^ §1 \h \ 

The two conditions are equivalent. For if the original con- 
dition is fulfilled, so is the second if we take 8^ = 83 = S/\/2 
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and conversely, if tlie second condition is fulfilled so is the first, 
if for S we take the smaller of the two numbers and Sg- 
The following facts are almost obvious: 

The sum, difference, and product of continuous functions are 
also continuous. The quotient of continuous functions is continuous 
except where the denominator vanishes. Continuous functions of 
continuous functions are themselves continuous (cf. the note on 
pp. 473-474). In particular, all polynomials are continuous, and 
all rational fractional functions are also continuous except where 
the denominator vanishes,"^ 

2. Examples of Discontinuities. 

In the case of functions of one variable we met with three 
kinds of discontinuities: infinite discontinuities, jump discon- 
tinuities, and discontinuities at which no limit is approached 
from one side or both. With functions of two or more variables 
no such simple classification is possible. In particular, the situa- 
tion is made more complicated by the fact that discontinuities 
may occur not merely at isolated points but also along whole 
curves. 

Thus for the function u = — — the line a; s= 2 / is a line of infinite 
X — y 

discontinuity. As we approach the line from one side or the other the 
values of u increase numerically beyond aU bounds through positive or 

through negative values. The function u = ^ — has the same line of 

(x - y)^ 

discontinuity but tends to -}-oo as we approach the line from either side. 

The function u — ?— has the single point of discontinuity a; = 0, 

a:® -f 1 

y — 0, The function w = sin — — tends to no limit as we approach 

the origin; the surface which it represents is obtained by rotating the 
graph of the function = sin - about the t^-axis. 

X 

Another instructive example of a discontinuous, function is given by 

2iXv 

the rational function u == In the first instance the function is 

* Another obvious fact, which, however, is worth stating, is as follows: 
if a function f(x, y) is continuous in a region H and is different from zero at an 
interior point P of the region, it is possible to marie off about P a neighbourhood, 
say a circle, belonging entirely to R, in which f(x, y) is nowhere equal to zero. 
For if the value of the function at P is a, we can mark ofi about P a circle so 
small that the value of the function within the circle differs from a by less than 
a/2, and therefore is certainly not zero. 
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undefined at a; = 0, 2 / = 0, and we supplement the definition by assuming 
that u(0, 0) = 0. This function has a peculiar type of discontinuity at the 
origin. If we put a; = 0, that is, if we move along the ?/-axis, the function 
becomes y) = 0, which has the constant value 0 for all values of y. 
Along the a:-axis we likewise have u{x, 0) = 0. Thus at the origin the 
function u{x, y) is continuous in a if we keep y at the constant value 0 and is 
continuous in 2 / if we keep x at the constant value 0. Nevertheless, the 
function is discontinuous when considered as a function of the two vari- 
ables X and y. For at every point of the line 2 / = a; we find that u = 1, 
so that arbitrarily near the origin we can find points at which u assumes 
the value 1. The function is therefore discontinuous at the origin,* and 
cannot be defined at the origin in such a way as to make it continuous. 

Tte above example shows that a function can be continuous 
in X fox every fixed value of y and continuous in y for every fixed 
value of X and yet discontinuous when considered as a fimction 
•of the two variables. The essential point in the definition of con- 
tinuity is that the value of the function at a point P must be 
•arbitrarily close to the value of the function at a point Q, protdded 
only that Q is near enough to P; it is not permissible to restrict 
the position of Q relative to P in any other way. 


Examples 

S? -T" u 

1. Examhie the continuity of the function z = - - Sketch the 

■level lines z= h (h = — 4, —-2, 0, 2, 4). Exhibit (on one graph) the 
behaviour of 2 : as a function of x alone for 2 / = -—2, — 1, 0, 1, 2. Similarly, 
exhibit the behaviour of z as a function of y alone for a; = 0, :il, ^2. 
Finally, exhibit the behaviour of 2 as a function of r alone when 6 is con- 
stant (r., 0 being polar co-ordinates). 

2. Show that the following functions are continuous: 

(a) sin{x^ + y), j- f 

j sin a?/ -p 2/“ 

+ 2/^ (d) x^ log(a;2 4- 2/^). 

* More generally, on the straight line y ^ x tan a inclined at the angle a to 
axis we have u ~ 2 tana/(l + tan2a) = 2 sin a cos a = sin 2a. The sur- 

e corresponding to the function u = 2xyl{x^ + y^) is therefore formed by 
rotating a straight line at right angles to the «-axis about that axis until it 
•coincides '<^ith the a:-axis, and simultaneously raising or lowering it so that the 
height sin 2a is associated with the angle a. As a increases up to 45° the 
straight line rises to the height 1, and subsequently falls to the level of the 
y-axis and below it to the depth 1, thereafter rising again to the level of the 
a;-axis. The surface enveloped by the moving straight line is known as the 
<ylindroid; it is of importance in mechanics. 

(e798) 31 
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3. Find whether or not the follo-wdng functions are continuous, and’ 
if not, where they are discontinuous: 

(a) sin^. (&) (d) 


3. The Derivatives op a Function of Several 
Variables 

1. Definition. Greometrical Representation. 

If in a function of several variables we assign definite numerical 
values to all but one of the variables and allow only that one 
variable, say x, to vary, the function becomes a function of one- 


r 




Sections of « — f{x, y) 

variable. We consider e.g. a function u—f{x, y) of the two 
variables x and y and give y a definite fixed value y — y^^ = c. 
The function u~f{x, y^) of the single variable x which is thus 
formed, may be simply represented geometrically by letting the 
surface u = f{x, y) be cut by the plane y~y^ (-cf. figs. 5 and 6). 
The curve of intersection thus formed in the plane is represented 
by the equation u=f{x, y^. If we difierentiate this function in, 
the usual way at the point x= x^ (we assume that the derivative 
exists), we obtain the faHial derivative of f(x, y) with respect to 
X at the point {xq, yf). According to the usual definition of the 
derivative this is the limit * 

f{^o+h ¥o)-f{xo, Vo) 

h-^0 h 

* If Vq) is a point on the boundary of the region of definition we make- 
the restriction that in the passage to the limit the point (x + h, y^) must always* 
remain in the region. 
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Geometrically this partial derivative denotes the tangent of the angle 
between a parallel to the ic-axis and the tangent line to the curve u = /(a:, yQ^ 
It is therefore the slope of the surface u = f(x, y) in the direction of the 
X-axis. 


To represent these partial derivatives several difierent nota- 
tions are used, of which we mention the following: 


,■ /(gp + h, yo) -fixp, yp) 

h 


t/o) — ^icC^P! t/o)’ 


If we wish to emphasize that the partial derivative is the limit 
of a difference quotient we denote it hj 


dx 


" rJ- 


Here we use a special round letter 0, instead of the ordinary d 
used in the differentiation of functions of one variable, in order 
to show that we are dealing with a function of several variables 
and differentiating with respect to one of them. 

It is sometimes convenient to use Cauchy’s sjonbol D, men- 
tioned on p. 90, and write 


dx 


= DJ; 


but we shall seldom use this symbol. 

In exactly the same way we define the partial derivative of 
f{x, y) with respect to y at the point (xq, y^) by the relation 

/(%yp+A:)-/(%yp) 2/p) = = D./(%. 2/0). 

This represents the slope of the curve of intersection of the sur- 
face u=f{Xj y) with the plane x=Xq perpendicular to the 
cc-axis. 

Let us now think of the point (a^Q, y^, hitherto considered 
fixed, as variable, and accordingly omit the suffixes 0. In other 
words, we think of the differentiation as carried out at any point 
(x, y) of the region of definition oif{x, y). Then the two deri- 
vatives are themselves functions of x and y\ 

y)=f^(x, y) = 
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For examples the function u has the partial derivatives 

— 2x (in differentiating with respect to x the term is regarded as a 
constant and so has the derivative 0) and Uy — 2y. The partial derivatives 
of u= ^y are == Sx^y and Uy = o^. 

We similarly make the following definition for any number 
(n) of independent variables 

^25 • • ‘ 3 ^n) 

dxi 

= lira -r-Kx^,..,, a;J —f{x^, x^, . . . , a;„) 

A-s-o h 

= 2=2= • • • > ^n) = X^l 

it being assumed that the limit exists. 

Of course we can also form higher partial derivatives oif{x, y) 
by again differentiating the partial derivatives of the “first 
order y) and/^(a:, y\ with respect to one of the variables, 

and repeating this process. We indicate the order of differen- 
tiation by the order of the sufiSxes or by the order of the symbols 
dx and cy in the “ denominator from right to left,*^ and use 
the following symbols for the second partial derivatives: 


1(^1 



DKJ, 

dx \cx 

/ ox- 


dx \dy 

\ dy 

/ dxdy 

~ fxy 

= D\yf, 

L(l( 

dy 

W 

/ dydx 

^ fyx 


1/^' 


fvy ~ 


oy \oy. 

/ oy- 



We likewise denote the third partial derivatives by 

1 _ E/ = f 

dx \dxy da? 



8 / ay\ ay _ 

dx\dxdyj da^dy ’ 

♦ In Ck)n1meiital usage, on the other hand, ~ is written Ai. 

dx\dyj dydx 
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X] 

aad in general the n~t\ derivatives by 


-1 


= ^=/' 
9®" 

dx ' 



^ 0"-i/ ^ 

1= 2"/ 

32/' 


dyd x'^~^ 


Finally, we shall study a few examples of the actual calcu- 
lation of partial derivatives. According to the definition all the 
independent variables are to be kept constant except the one 
with respect to which we are difierentiating. We therefore have 
merely to regard the other variables as constants and carry out 
the differentiation according to the rules by which we difieren- 
tiate functions of a single independent variable. 

Thus for example we have: 

1. Function S(x, y) = xy; 

first derivatives, = y* fy~ *5 

second derivatives, = 0, fy.y == fy^ = Ij fyy ~ 


2. Function / {x^ ?/) = V {x- + y‘^); 

derivatives. 


(Thus for the radius vector r~ V -j- y^) from the origin to the point 
{x, y) the partial derivatives with respect to x and to y are given by the 
cosine, cos 9 = xjr, and the sine, sin9 = yjr, of the angle 9, which the 
radius vector makes with the positive direction of the tc-axis.) 


Second derivatives, 

V(a:2 -f- 2 /^) — 




fxx ■ 


V{x^ + y^) _ 


2/“ 


fxy — fv'. 


-h y^ 
xy 

\/(a;2 4- 


V {x^ -f 

sin 9 cos 9 


__ sm-9 

yZ)Z ^ ’ 


V {x^ -f y^) • 


r 


fyy ' 


V (x^ + 1 


x^ + y^ 


cos^9 
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3. Reciprocal of tte radius vector in three dimensions: 

/fe y. 

&st derivatives, 

/*= 

/.= - 
/.=- 




V (a:2 + 2/2 ^ 2:2) 

— — » 

r 

X 

a; 

\/(x? + y2 + z^f 


y — 

y 

V (a;2 H- 2/^ + 2 ^)® 


2 


V (a:2 _j_ 2/2 ^2)3 



second derivatives, 


^ "T *^5 Jyy — ^3 T ^5 , Jzz — ^ f ^5 > 


f f f f £ f . 

jxy Jyx ’ Jyz Jzy Jzz Jxz ‘ 


3zx 

^5 ■ 


From this we see that for the function / = 
■equation 


V(a:2 + 2/2 + *2) 

f + f + f = 4- Q 

Jxx ~ Jyy ^ Jzz >>* ^ ^ 


Jxx ^ Jyy ' Jzz 

holds for all values of x, z except 0, 0, 0; as we say, the equation 

fxx fyy “f" j zz ~ ^ 

DS satisfied identically mx,y,z by the function /(«, z) = 1/r. 

4. Function f{x, y) — e—(x—a)~l4:y, 

Vy 

&st derivatives, 

/^= JL e-ix-amy_ 


= JL 

\'y 

f _ /'-I ^(2:— 

4^5/2 ) 


4y'' 


Q-{x-aYl4y. 


second derivatives. 


\4 4 16y®/^ / 


the 
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Tiie equation 
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fxx fy — 0 

is therefore satisfied identically in x and y. 

Just as in tlie case of one independent variable, the possession 
of derivatives is a special property^ of a function. All the same, 
tliis property is possessed by all functions of practical impor- 
tance, except perhaps at isolated exceptional points. 

In contrast with functions of one variable, the possession of 
derivatives does not imply the continuity of the function. This 

is clearly shown by the example already considered 

+ 

on pp. 464-465; for the partial derivatives exist everywhere, 
and yet the function is discontinuous at the origin. But, as is 
stated by the following theorem, the possession of hounded 
derivatives does imply continuity: 

If a function f (x, y) has partial derivatives 4 and fy everywhere 
in a region E, and these derivatives everywhere satisfy the in- 
equalities 

\Jx%y)\<^, \fy{^,y)\<^, 

ivhere M is independent of x and y, then f (x, y) is continuous every- 
where in E. 

In particular, if f^ and fy are continuous they are necessarily 
bounded, so that /(a?, y) is also continuous. 

The proof of this theorem we shall leave for Vol. 11. 

The reader will have noticed that in all our examples the 
equation f^^y — fyx is satisfied. In other words, it made no dif- 
ference whether we differentiated first with respect to x and then 
with respect to y or vice versa. This is no accidental occurrence. 
In fact, we have the following theorem: 

If the “ mixed ” partial derivatives f^y and fy^ of a f unction 
f(s, y) are continuous in a region E, then the equation 

fyx ~ fxy 

holds everywhere in the interior of this region; that is, the order 
of differentiation ivith respect to x and j is immaterial. 

* The expression “ differentiable ” implies more than that the partial deri- 
vatives with respect to x and to y exist. Cf. Vol. II. 
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Bv applying this theorem to and then to /„, 

and so on, we find that 

fxxy ^ fxyx ~ fyxx: 
f xyy fyxii fyyx^ 

fxxvy ~ fxyxy fxyyx fyxxy fyxvx ~ fyyxxi &C., 


and in general we have the following result: 

In repeated differentiation of a function of two variables the 
order of differentiation can he changed arbitrarily, provided only 
that the derivatives in question are continuous functions. 

For the proof of this theorem we refer the reader to Vol. 11. 


Examples 

1. Find the first partial derivatives of the following: 

(a) -f : {d) 

{h) sm{x~ — y). {e) ysia{xz). 

(c) {/) log V{1 + 4- y^). 

2. Find all the first and second partial derivatives of the following: 

{a) xy. (d) xy. • 

(b) logxy. (e) 

(c) tan (arc tan:c ■— arc tmy). 

3. * Find a function f{x, y) which is a function of H- y^) and is also 

a product of the form that is, solve the equations 


for the unlinown functions. 


4. The Chain Eule and the Differentiation of Inverse 
Functions 

1. Functions of Functions (Compound Functions). 

It often happens that a function u of the independent 
variables a?, y is stated in the form 

where the arguments -q, . . .oi the function / are themselves 
functions of x and y: 

i = y), n = 4{^, y ), .... 
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We then say that 

u=fi^, 1 ), • • •) y), y ), . . .) = % y) 

is given as a compound function of x and y. 

Tor esample, the function 


may be written as a compound function by means of the relations 
= i = i?y,n = x-\-y. 

Similarly, the function 

u = log(a: + 1) . arc, cos V{4 - a;® - f) 

can be expressed in the form 

jj = n arc cos 5 = /(^i ’Oli ^ = v''(4 — a4 — t] = log(a: + 1). 


In order to make this concept more precise, we assume to 
begin with that the functions | = (j>{x, y), j) — >l>(x, y), . . , are 
defined in a certain region R of the independent variables x, y. Then 
to every point (x, y) of R there corresponds a point (f, rj, . . .) 
in the space with co-ordinates ij, • • • ■ As the point (x, y) 
ranges over R, the point (I ij, . . .) will range over a certain 
set of values. We assume that the point {?, y,...) always lies 
within a region S in which /(|, rj, . . .) is defined. The function 
u^mx, y), i>(x, y). ■■■) = y ) is defined mthe region 

R. 


Referring to our examples, in the first we find that I and v) are defined 
for every y and/(^, t]) is defined for every t v], so that our region R can 
be taken to be the whole ry-plane. In the second example, however he 
region S is restricted by the inequahty 1 ^ 1 ^ 1, smce for 1 1 1 >1 the 
[unction arc cos ^ is undefined. Secondly, the region R is restated bj the 
inequahties . + 1 > 0 and .H ^ 4. since for ote values j and r, 
are not both defined. Thirdly, the region R must be further limited by the 
inequality 3 g .= + y* in order that Ae ^int with co-ortoates ^ y 
shall faU in S; that is, the restriction [ 1 imphes that x -r y =3. 

Hence R consists of the part of the ring 3 g -f 2 / S 4 lying to the right 
of the line a; = -1- 


The following theorem on compound functions is an im- 
mediate consequence of the definitions: 

If tk fundicm u= f(l, !?> • • •) “ cm^rmw m S ani the 
dim ^ y), y = y), . . • are mtinuous m I 
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the compound function u = F(x, y) is continuous in E. The reader 
wiU be able to prove this for himself. 


2. The Chain Rule. 

We now turn our attention to compound functions of the 
type u=f{ii r], . . .), where r], ... depend on the single 

variable x: . ^ 

$ = <l>{x), 7) = >p{x), .... 


For such functions we have the important theorem known as 
the chain rule: 

If the function u= f(^5 rj, . . .) has continuous partial deri- 
vatives of the first order in S, and the functions ^ = ^(x), ri = 

. . . have continuous first derivatives in the interval E, a ^ x ^ b, 
then u = ?/r(x), . . .} = F(x) has a continuous derivative in 

E, and 


The right-hand side of this equation is an abbreviation for 

>Pix), . . .}<!>’ (x) + . . . . 

To simplify the notation we shall assume that / is a function 
of the three arguments r), We shall denote by an arbi- 
trary fixed point of the interval a ^ x b, by fo, tjq, 
tie corresponding values Vo = ^(»o)> Co == x(»o)> 

and by 17 , ^ tie values <f>{x), >(s(x). xi'^) corresponding to a 
variable point x= Xq-\- h. We first write down tie identity 

F{x) — F{x^) 

= /(!= D-fiU, VoAo) 

= {m V, 0 -/(io> V, 0 } + {nu, V, 0 -fiio, Vo, 0 } 

+ {/(^o. Vo, 0-fiio, Co)}. 

In eaci bracket on tie rigit we observe tiat only one of the 
independent variables changes its value. Hence to eaci bracket 
we can apply tie mean value theorem for functions of one variable, 
and obtain 

F(x) - F{x,) _ 

= ii— Qfiih 7), C)+(p— -i7o)/„(?o; % C)+(C — lo)f({U, Vo, 0, 
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where i lies between and rj between 7]q and -jy, and J between 
and Fnrtiier, by the mean value theorem, we have 

^ — lo = — ^(a?o) ={x — a^o) <i>\x^), 

V ~ Vo = — 4fi^o) ={x- Xq) ils'ix^l 

C — Co = X(^) - Xi^o) ={x- Xq) 

where %, and x^ all lie between Xq and x. Snbstitnting these 

values in the last equation and dividing by a? — Xq, we have 

F{x) - Fjxp) 

X Xq 

Vy C)^ (%) + fy,{^oy V> 0^ (^ 2 ) VO’ C)x'(^s)’ 


We now let x tend to Xq. Owing to the continuity of cf>ix), ijj{x), 
X{x) the quantities 77, I tend to tjq, respectively, and a 
fortiori i, C do likewise. Also Xi, x^, and x^ tend to* Xq. 
Since all the functions on the right are continuous, we have 


X—>Xo X Xq 


= F'ix„) 


=/f(^o. Vo, So)f (*o)+A(^o, Vo, lo)^'i^o)+f(i^o, Vo, to) x'K,'. 


thus establishing the formula for F\x). 

The continuity of F'(x) follows immediately from the formula^ 
since (p', ifs\ and x continuous by hypothesis and/^, /j, and 
are continuous functions of continuous functions. 

This theorem may be extended to compound functions of 
two or more variables, as follows: 

If the function u = f(^, ?7, . . .) has continuous partial deri- 
vatives of the first order in the region S, and the functions <^(x, y), 
77 = z/t(x, y), . . . have continuous partial derivatives of the first order 
in R, then u = F(x, y) = f{^(x, y), i/f(x, y), . . . } has continuous 
partial derivatives of the first order in R, and these derivatives are 
^iven by theformulce 

f^^x-\-f-n^x-f • • • > 

These formulae are often written in the abbreviated form 


U^iy+ '^r,Vy+ • • • • 
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To establish them we temporarily introduce the notation 
g{x) = y^), h{x) = i/r(a?, y^), . . . , where is a fixed value 

of y. By the definition of the partial derivatives it follows that 
g'{x) =- (f>^{x, yo), h\x) = y^), .... Similarly, if we write 

H{x) = F{x, y^), we have H'[x) == F^{x, y^). We now apply the 
theorem just proved to the function u= H{x) =f{^, rj, . . .) 
=:f{g{x), ]i{x), . . and obtain 

E'[xq) =f^g'(xQ) +fyjh'{xQ) 4- . - . . 

Returning to the original symbols, we have 

yo) Vo) +fv^x{Xo, yo) + ••• . 

The other formula is proved in a similar way. 

If we wish to calculate the derivatives of higher order we need 
only difierentiate the right-hand side of our formulae again with 
respect to x and y, regarding /|, as compound functions. 

Thus for u = f{$, rj) =f{cl>{x, y), y)), we have 

'^^XX =fl$ <l>x + <i>X +fy,r, 4^X +/^ 4^ XX +/>, 4xXi 

U^y <j>x 4y H” {4x 4y H“ 4v 4x) "h frfT} 4y f ^4 xy fyj 4xv: 

'^^yy 4y" 'T~ 4y 4y H“ fyiv 4y'^ H“ 4yy ft] 4vy‘ 

* 

3. Examples."^ 

2^ ^ = g.v* tany+3» cos«^ 

Here we put ^ = x tan?/, rj ~ y cos a;, so that 5a; = tan?/, ^y = — 

cos^?/ 

=. —y sina;, = coso:. Since — Uj^ = 6^+’?, and 

% = tany-hy cosa: (tan?/ — y sina;), 

24 = e.vtany-{-ycosA;r ^ 4, cosa;Y 

\COS-?/ / ' 

2. An example of a compound function of a single variable is 
u^{g{x)]m= 

where we put 5 = We immediately obtain 

£ = * 5' + + 5” log 5 . -n' 

= {g{^) |a{*) + h'(x} logg'(a:) | . 

We have already dealt with a special case of this by rather artificial methods 
(p. 203). 

* We would emphasize that the following differentiations can also be carried 
out directly, without using the chain rule. 
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4. Change of the Independent Variables. 

A particularly important type oi compound function occurs 
in the process of changing the independent variables. For ex- 
ample, let u = ^ function of ^ and rj, which we interpret 

as rectangular co-ordinates in the f-rj-plane. If we rotate the 
axes in the | 7 ]-plane through an angle 6 we obtain a new system 
of co-ordinates x, y, related to the co-ordinates t] by the 
equations: 

( = X cosd — y sin^, 7} — x siiiO -f y cosd, 

or x= i cosB + rj sind, . y = — f sin^ -f tj cos^. 

The function t]) can then be expressed as a function of 

the new variables x, y: 

r)) = F{x, y). 

Then the chain rule immediately gives 

== cosd -f Bind, Uy = sin 6 + cos B. 

Thus the partial derivatives are transformed by the same formulae 
as the independent variables. This is true for rotation of the 
axes in space also. 

Another important type of change of co-ordinates is the change 
from rectangular co-ordinates y to polar co-ordinates r, 6. 
Tins is done by means of the equations 

a;=»-cos0, y=rsva.e, 

r = + y% ^ = arc tan 

JU 


We then find that for an arbitrary function u—f{x, y) with 
continuous partial derivatives of the first order we have 

u =f{x, y) =f(rcos9, r sin0) = F{r, 6), 

XV a 

M* = = M, - — = Mr COS 6 — M9 — , 

V X • a I cos 9 

,M, = UfTy + U^9y = Mr i + Mj ^ = Mr Sino -b — — • 
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F rom tMs we obtain the equation 

which is often useful. 

In general, let us consider a pair of functions i \j)^. 

7) = ijj{x, y) which are continuous and have continuous deri- 
vatives in a region R of the ccy-plane. To each point {x, y) in. R 
these equations assign a point | == (f>{x, y), t] = ijj{x, y) in the 
^Tj-plane. As {x, y) ranges over R, the corresponding point 
(I, 7}) will range over some set of values S in the ^T^-plane. It is 
of course possible that several distinct points {x, y) will give the 
same values for t ], so that to several points {x, y) there corre- 
sponds only one point (I, rj). We shall assume th^t this is not the 
case, but instead that to one point Q{i, rj) in S there corresponds 
exactly one point P(x, y) in R. We may therefore look at tlu* 
correspondence from either point of view — saying that Q cor- 
responds to P or that P corresponds to Q. The latter point of 
view can be expressed thus: to each point {i, rj). in S there cor- 
responds one X and one y, namely, the co-ordinates of P, or, in 
equations, there are two functions x = g(^, 77), y^ji{^, 77), 
defined in S, which represent the correspondence inverse to 
^(a:, y), rj=ifi{x, y). 

It often happens that the ftinctions g{^, rj), h(^, rj) are by no 
means easy to calculate, even when they do exist. Hence w^e 
shall now" find how to obtain the partial derivatives g^, 
directly from the partial derivatives (f)^, <j>y, ipy, without cal-' 
culating g and h themselves at all. For this purpose we observe 
that if we choose any point Q{^, 77), find the corresponding point 
P{g{^i 77), A (f, 77)} in P, and then find the point in /S correspond- 
ing to P, which is g), 17)}, ilj{g($, g), li{^, g)}, we 

have simply returned to the point Q, That is, the equations- 
1= (plgii, Tj), h{i, 77)}, 77 = rj), h{i, rj)} are identities 

in I and 77. We now differentiate * both sides of both equations* 
with respect to i and to 77. We have 

1 = 4^x9^ + ^ ~ 4x9r} + 4y\) 

0 = 4x9^ H~ 4v^$:> 1 == 4x9r) + 4y\- 

♦If an equation expresses an identical relationship, differentiation with 
respect to any independent Tariable in it yields an identity, as follows ini*- 
mediately from the definition- 
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Solving these equations, we find that 


9^-- 


D’ 


D’ « B’ 


or 


. = 5i! a = — I? 


,, Vx 

Vf -K’ 2/,= - 


D ” D’ B’ ""“F 

where by D we mean the determinant 


D= Lvv— ^vVx = 


dj dj 
dx dy 
drj drj 
dx dy 
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wHch we assume is not zero. 

TMs determinant D, called tlie functional determinant or 
Jacobian of (i, r]) with respect to (x, y), occurs so frequently that 
a special symbol is often used for it: 

. v) 


B-- 


d(x, y) 


Exaiuples 

1 . Calculate the partial derivatives of the first order for: 
(0)/= ^ 


V {x^ -j- 2/2 -f- '^xy cos z) 


( 6 ) f = arc sin - 


{c) /=a ;2 + 2 /log(l-f 
{d) f — arc tan V{x + yz). 


z+ 

2 . Calculate the derivatives of (a) / = ( 6 ) / = 

3 . Prove that if /(a;, y) satisfies “Laplace’s equation 

dx^ a/ 


i)T 


80 does 


= ?T?) 


+ ^2' 3.2 ^ 2/1 

4 . Prove that the functions 

(«) /(«:» «/) = iog + 2/^). . (&) y, 2 ) = 


■ q. 2/2 _p s2), 
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satisfy the respective Laplace’s eq^uations: 

{^) fax fyy “ H~ 9yy “1~ 9zz ~ 

(^) 'Kx + \y + + ^wio — 

5 . Given 2 = cos 0 , where r and 0 are polar co-ordinates, find 2 ^ 
•and Zy at the point 0 = ?, r = 2 . 

Express and zq in terms of z^ and Zy, 

6 . By the transformation ^ = a + aa: -f py, 7] = 6 ‘ — pa; + ay, in 
which a, h, a, p are constants and 4 - p^ = 1 , the function u{x, y) is 
transformed into a function ?7{^, *jq) of E and r\. Prove that 

~ '^ax^yy 

7. Find the Jacobians of the following transformations: 

(a) 5 = aa; -f 6 y, y] = ca; -f dy; (b) r = V (ar^ -f y^), 0 = arc tan^; 

(C) 5 =^, 71=2/2. 2= 

<■ 8 . If z = z(u, v), y = y{u, v) and w = u(i, y]), t? = y)), prove that 

y) _ d(x, y) d[u, v ) 

8{u, vY Y])' 


fi. As a corollary to Ex. 8 , prove that 

y) ^ ^ 

v) d(u, v) 
d{x, y) 


10. Lsing Ex. 9, find the Jacobians of the transformations which are 
the inverses of those in Ex. 7. 


5. Implicit Functions 

In the study of functions of- several variables we have as yet 
had no analogue to the inverse function. We can regard the 
inverse function of y^f{x) as the function obtained if we 
solve the equation y—f{x) = Q for x. In this section we 
shall seek more generally to solve equations F(x, y) = 0 for 
X or for y, and to discuss functions of several variables in a 
corresponding way. 

Even in elementary analytical geometry curves are frequently 
represented, not by equations y =f{x) oi x^ (f>{y), but by an 
equation involving x and y in the form F{x, y) = 0, For example, 
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we have the circle x® + — 1 = 0 , the ellipse ^ — 1 = 0, 

and tlie lemniscate {x^ + — ^a^{x^ — y^) = 0. In order to 

obtain ^ as a function of x, or a? as a function of we must solve 
the equation for y or for x. We then say that the function 
y = f \x) or sr = ^{y) found in this way is defined im'plicitly by 
the equation F{x, y) — 0, and that the solution of this equation 
crives us the function explicitly. In the examples cited and in 
many others the solution can be carried out and the solutions 
stated explicitly in terms of the elementary functions. In other 
cases the solution can be obtained in terms of an infinite series 
or other limiting process; that is, we can approximate to the 
solution y=f{^) ov x= (f>{y) as closely as we desire. 

For many purposes, however, it is more convenient to base 
our discussion on the implicit definition F{x, y) = 0, instead of 
resorting to an exact or approximate solution of the equation. 

The idea that every function I{x, y) 3 fields a function 
y _ on x=- 4> {y) given implicitly by means of the equation 
2 ^) = 0 is erroneous. On the contrary, it is easy to give 
examples of functions F{x, y) which, when equated to zero, 
permit of no solution in terms of functions of one variable. Thus 
for example the equation == 0 is satisfied by the single 

pair of values cc == 0, 2 / = 0 only, while the equation + ?/2 -f 1 = 0 
is satisfied by no (real) values at all. It is therefore necessary to 
investigate the matter more closely in order to find out whether an 
equation F{x, y) = 0 can actually be solved, and what properties 
the solution has. Such an investigation we cannot undertake in 
detail here, but content ourselves with a geometrical interpre- 
tation which suggests the required results, the rigorous proofs 
being left for Volume II. 

1. Geometrical Interpretation of Implicit Functions. 

To discuss this problem geometrically we represent the 
function u = F{x, y) by a surface in three-dimensional space. 
Finding values {x, y) which satisfy the equation F{x, y) = 0 is 
the same thing as finding values {x, y) which satisfy two equations 
= 0; in other words, we wish to find the inter- 
section of the surface u = F{x, y) and the plane w = 0, which is 
the x 2 /-plane. We then suppose that we have a definite point 
(xq, 2/o) which satisfies the equation F(xq, yq)^ 0; that is, at 

(e798) 
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(.Tq, y^) the surface u = F{x, y) has a point in common with the- 
plane u—^. (If no such point exists, there is no intersection,, 
and the equation F{x, y)=0 cannot be solved.) If the tangent 
plane to the surface u = F{x, y) at the point y^ is not hori- 
zontal, it cuts the plane = 0 in a single straight line. Intuition 
then tells us that the surface u= F{x, y), lying near the tangent 
plane, likewise cuts the plane = 0 in a single well-defined 
curve. How far this curve extends does not at present concern 
us. The tangent plane will be horizontal if the two curves 
u = F{x^, y) and u = F{x, y^) both have horizontal tangent 
lines at {Xq, y^^)] that is, if FJ^x^, y^) = 0 and Fy{xQ, y^) = 0. 
Thus if either FJ^Xq, y^) + 0 or Fy{xQ, y^) H= 0 the tangent plane' 
is not horizontal, and, as we have just seen, we may expect that 
a solution in the form y —f{x) ot x= <() (y) will exist. 

If, on the other hand, both F^{Xq, y^ and Fy{xQ, y^) have the 
value 0, we readily see that there is no guarantee that the solu- 
tion is possible. 

For example, for J = 1 — V(1 — — ?/2) the corresponding spherical 

surface w = 1 — V(1 — — ^2) has the point (0, 0) in common with the 

a:2/-plane. The partial derivatives FJfi, 0 ) and Fy[0, 0 ) are both zero;, 
and we find that no point other than (0, 0 ) satisfies the equation F — 0. 
For the. function F(x, y) = xy we find that F( 0 , 0 ) = 0 , while F^{^, 0 ) 
= Fy(0, 0 ) = 0 . Here aU the points on the ar-axis and all the points on 
the 2/-axis satisfy the equation F(x, y) — 0 ; and in the neighbourhood of 
the origin we have no unique solution x = 9(2/) or 2/ = f{x). Thus we see 
that when F^{xq, 2 / 0 ) = Fy{xQ, y^) = 0 we cannot be sure that a solution 
exists. 

If we accordingly return to the case in which one of the partial 
derivatives — say Fy{xQ, y^, to be specific — ^is not zero, the graphi- 
cal suggestion that a smooth surface should be cut by a non- 
tangent plane in a smooth curve leads us to suspect that the 
following theorem is true: 

If the function F(x, y) has continuous derivatives F^ and Fy 
and if at the 'point (xq, y^) the equation F(xo, y^) = 0 is satisfied, 
while Fy(xQ, y^,) is not zero, then we can mark off about the point 
{Xq, yo) a rectangle x^ ^ x ^ Xg, y^ ^ y ^ Vg such that for evenj 
X in the interval ^ x ^ Xg ^ Ae equation F(x, y) = 0 determines 
just one value y = f(x) lying in the interval y^ ^ y ^ y 2 . This 
function j = f(x) satisfies the equation Jq = f ( xq), and the equation 

J{a;,/(aj)}=0 , 
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is satisfied for every x in the interval. Moreover, the function 
y = f(x) is continuous and has a continuous derivative. 

This can actually be rigorously proved, and will be proved 
in Vol. II. Assuming it to be true, we can add the following: 

The derivative of the function y = f{x) is given by the eguation. 

y' =/'(a:) = - 

F 

■This follows immediately by using the chain rule. For 

^ /(x) } ~ ^ + But since F{x, f(x ) ) 

is identically zero, its derivative is also zero; hence F^~{-Fyf'= 0, 
and the formula is established. 

If we regard the right-hand side of the formula as a 
compound function of x and di:fferentiate according to the chain 
rule, replacing y' by —FfiFy, we have 

W" == + Fy^lf) - d- Fyylf) 

^ F.^ 


F F 

•*' XX y 


2F F F ■ 


Fy y 


Continuing the process, we may calculate y'", fee. 

By using this formula we can usually find the derivative of a 
function given in implicit form much more easily than by solving 
first and then difierentiating. 

For example, for the circle 

F{x, «/) = -f 2/2 — 1 = 0 

we have «/' == — 

Fy y 

This is easily verified. For on solving the equation of the circle for y we 
obtain two solutions, namely, y~^{\ — and y = — V{l — x^), giving 
the upper and lower semicircles respectively. For the upper we have 


for the lower 


so that in either case v' 

y 


' v(i - x^i 
V(1 - 
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As another example, we have y) == e^'^y y — x = 0 , We find 

= 2 . Thus the equation has a solu- 
tion y = f{x)\ but the actual explicit calculation of the function f{x) 
would not be simple. Nevertheless, we have 

, _ Fa; — 1 

^ “ ¥^~ + i' 




In order that the function f{x) may have a maximum or a minimum we 
must have 2/'= 0, that is, — 1 = 0, whence y=~^z. Substitution 


of ?/ = —a; in the equation F(x, y) = 0 gives 1 — 2a; = 0, whence x=\ 

11 ^ 
^ If we calculate /"(a;) for a; = ~, we find it to be negative, so that 

1 2 2 
— - is the maximum value of y. 


An extension of this tlieorein for implicit functions to func- 
tions of a greater number of independent variables readily sug- 
gests itself. The extension is as follows: 

Let F(x, y, . . . j z, u) a continuous function of the indepen- 
dent variables x, y, . . . , z, u with continuous partial derivatives 
F,, Fy, . . . , Fj., F„. For the system of values (x^, Jo,. , Zq, u,,) 
let F{xo, 7 o, . . . , Zo, Uo) == 0 and Fu(xo, Jo, ■■■ , Zo> '“o) 4= 0. 
Then we can mark off an interval ^ u ^ Ug about and a region 
R containing (xq, yo, • • • , Zq) every (x, y, . . . , z) m R 

the equatioji F(Xj y, . . . , z, u) = 0 is satisfied by just one value of u 
in the interval Uj ^ u ^ Ug. This value of u, which we denote by 
n = f(x, y, . . . 5 z), is a continuous function of x, j, . . . , z and 
possesses continuous partial derivatives 4, fy, . . . , 4, < 

“o =/K> yo. • • • = ^o)- 


The derivatives ofi are given by the equations 

Fx+ L ' == 0 , 
L'y'^F yfy — 0 , 


F,+ Fufz = ^^ 


For the proof of the existence and continuity of u we again 
refer the reader to Vol. II. The formulse for f^^y, &c., follow im- 
mediately from the chain rule. 

Incidentally, the concept of an implicit function enables us 
to give a general definition of the term “ algebraic function 
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We say that u = f(x^ y, , . , , z) BXi algebraic function of tiie 
independent variables x, y, . . , , zii u can be defined implicitly 
by an equation F{x, y, . . . , 2 , w) = 0, where ^ is a polynomial 
in , 2 , u] that is, if u satisfies an algebraic equation’'. 

Functions which do not satisfy any algebraic equation are called 
transcendental (p. 24). 

As an example of our differentiation formula we consider the ellipsoid 

t + + 

c2 

For the partial derivatives we have 


2 y c2 


and by differentiating again 


X ^ _ C“a“U^ 4 - 


u a- 




c2 1 y 4- 


Examples 

1. Prove that the following equations have umque solutions for y 
near the points indicated; 

(а) x^ xy + (2, 1)* 

(б) a; cos a;?/ = 0 2^ * 

(c) xy + \ogxy = 1 (b !)• 

{d) a;® >f 2/® + ^ ^ 

2. Find the first derivatives of the solutions in Ex. 1. 

3. Find the second derivatives of the solutions m Ex. 1. 

4. Find the maximum and minimum values of the function y — f{x} 

defined by the. equation + + ^ 

5 . Show that the equation x + v+z = smxt/z can be solved for r 
near (0, 0, 0). Find the partial derivatives of the solution. 
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6. Multiple and Repeated Integrals 
1. Multiple Integrals. 

We consider a function u=f{x, y) which is defined and 
continuous in a rectangle it(a c^y :^d), and which 

takes positive values only. We wish to assign a. volume to 
the portion of three-dimensional space bounded by the rectangle 
R, the surface u=f(x, y), and the four planes x = a, x^b, 
y=zzc, y=d perpendicular to the a;^-plane. Moreover, the 
volume should be defined so as to satisfy certain elementary 
conditions: (1) if the three-dimensional region is a prism — 
i.e. if the function u is a constant k — ^the volume should be 
the product of the base by the altitude, 7 = {b — a) {d— c)k\ 



(2) if we divide the rectangle R into smaller rectangles R^ and R<^ 
by drawing straight lines, then the volume over R should be 
equal to the volume over R^ plus the volume over R^, (3) if the 
three-dimensional region R^ completely includes R^, the volume 
of i?! should be at least as great as that of R^. 

These considerations lead us to a method of defining 7 which 
is an immediate extension of the method of defining area in 
Chap. II (p. 77 et seq.). By constructing lines parallel to the sides 
we subdivide the rectangle R into smaller rectangles jB^, iJg, . . . , 
Rny whose areas we denote by A^, AR^, . . . , ARn- In each 
rectangle Rj the function has a least value nij and a greatest 
value Mj. Therefore a prism whose -base is Rj and whose height 
is completely includes the portion of our region over Rj, 
while this portion of the region contains the prism with base R^ 
and height m,- (cf. fig. 7). We see, therefore, that the volume of 
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the portion in question lies between mjR, and MjRj. Thus the 
total volume F should he such that 

S ^ F ^ S 

= 1 y.=:l 

Suppose now that the number n of rectangles increases 
beyond all bounds in such a way that the length of the longest 
diagonal tends to zero. Intuition leads us to expect that the two 
sums and will both converge and will tend to 

’the same limit. This limit we therefore call the wlume V. 

The reader will have observed that we have carried out an 
immediate generalization of the discussion in Chap. II (p. 78 ). 
As in Chap. II, we call the common limit of the sums Em, Ai?^- 
and HiMj the integral of the function u = f (x, y) orer the rect- 
angle R, and we denote it by the symbol 

/ £/(»> 

It is at once clear that if in each rectangle we choose a point 
(Ijj '^o) the corresponding value of the function t]/) 

then the limiting relation 

lira 2/(6, = f f f(^, y)^'' 

must hold; for the sum y]j)ARj lies between S/% A ?;■ and 

HiM^ARj, both of which approach the integral as a limit. 

As a particular method of subdividing R into smaller rect- 
angles, we may divide the side a^x-^b into n intervals of length 
Ax = if) — a) In and the side c^y into ■ m intervals of 
length Ay= {d — c)/m, and then draw parallels to the axes 
through the points of division thus marked. The area of each 
rectangle is then AR^^ AxAy, Choosing a point r)^) 
arbitrarily in each rectangle R^, we form the sum 

rij)ARi = r]j)AxAy, 

As n and m both increase without limit, this sum approaches the 
integral as a limit. This type of subdivision suggests a second 
notation for the integral, which has been in common use since 
the time of Leibnitz, namely, 

f y)dxdy. 
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The proof that such a limit exists if u=f{x, y) is continuous 
can be carried out as in the appendix to Chap. 11 (p. 131 et seq.). 
We shall, however, assume without proof an even stronger state- 
ment, namely, the following: 

If the function f(x, y) is continuous except along a finite number 
of smooth ^ curves y = f(x) or x~ (j){y) along which f(x, y) has 
jum'p discontinuities, then the double integral 

exists. 

The proof of this we leave for Vol. II. It depends essentially 
on the fact that as the number of rectangles increases the total 
area of the rectangles having points in common with the curves 
of discontinuity tends to zero. Thus even though and 
may differ considerably for such rectangles, they give rise to 
little difference between the sums and 

With this assumption we can find the area -under surfaces 
u = f[x, y) for which {x, y) ranges over quite complicated regions 
R. For suppose that the region R is bounded by a finite number 
of curves x ^ <l>{y) ox y ijj{x) with continuous derivatives, and 
that/(a;, y) is continuous in R, We enclose in a rectangle R', 
and at the points of R' which do not belong to R we assign tO' 

f{x, y) the value 0. Then we take the integral J J f{oo, y)d 7 \ 

taken over the region R', as the volume under the surface 
u = f{x, y), where {x, y) is in R. This integral is usually 

denoted ^7 f J V) 

Certain simple but important theorems relating to these 
double integrals follow directly from the definition. Here we 
simply state the theorems; the reader will be able to prove them, 
without any trouble. 

1/ f (x, y) and g(x, y) are integrahle over a rectangle, then so are 
f ± gj cf, where c is a constant: 

f ^ y) ±9{^, y)]^‘r =f y)dr ± J jj{x, y)dr„ 

f £ c/(a;, y)dr=cj jj{x, y) dr. 


* By smootb. oxixves we mean, as before, curves with continuous derivatives.. 
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If f (x, y) ^ g(x, y) in R, then 

y)dr^ y)dr. 

If E is the sum of two regions E^ and Eg, 

/ fj{x, y) =/^ fix, y)^f+ff^ fix, y) dr. 

% Reduction of Double Integrals to Repeated Simple Integrals. 

We now have a definition of the double integral, with its 
interpretation as a volume and with the many possibilities of 
usefulness which our experience with the single integral suggests: 
but as yet we do not possess a method for evaluating such 
integrals. In this section we shall see how the calculation of a 
double integral can be reduced to that of two single integrals. 

We suppose that u==f(x, y) is a function which is defined 
and continuous in a rectangle R, a ^ x ^ b, c ^ y ^ d. If we 
fix upon any value Xq in the interval the function 

fi^Qi y) is a continuous function of the remaining variable y. 
Hence the integral 

d 

fixo, y) dy 

exists, and can be evaluated by the methods of earlier chapters. 
This integral has a definite value for each value of Xq that we may 
choose; in other words, the integral is a function ^{x^ of the 
quantity x^, 

J^fix, y)dy= <i>ix). 


Tor example, suppose that u=fix,y) — x^y^, 0 ^ a; ^ 1, 

0 ^ j/ ^ 3. Eor each fixed x in the interval 0 ^ a: ^ 1 the 

/•* 81 
integral dy can be evaluated, and is, in fact, — x^; that 

is, it is a function of x. Or if fix, y) =6*'', 1 ^ a: g 2, 

1 ^ y ^ 4, we have / e®* dy= - (e*® — e®). 

Having thus found the function j>ix), we can prove that it is 
continuous; this is a simple consequence of the uniform con- 
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tinuity oif(x, y). It is therefore possible to integrate <f> (x) between 
the limits a and b, thus obtaining the “ repeated integral ” 


^ <f>{x) dx ^ fix, y) di/) dx. 


'By reversing the order of the process, first calculating the func- 
iion of y defined by J f{x, y) dx and then integrating from c to 
■d, we obtain the other repeated integral 

These integrals, as we have seen, are obtained by a double 
application of the ordinary simple integration w^hich we have 
studied in previous chapters. Their importance lies in the 
following fact: 

For continuous functions f(x, y), and for functions i(x, y) 
having at most jump discontinuities on a finite number of smooth 
curves, the repeated integrals are equal to the double integral: 

j y'l =X (X 

=X (X 


We shall content ourselves with an intuitive discussion of 
the case where/(a;, y) is continuous. In our original discussion of 
the double integral regarded as the volume Ijdng above the rect« 
angle a-^x^b, c'^y^d and below the surface u —f{x, y), 
we obtained this volume by subdividing the solid into vertical 
columns and then letting the diagonals of the bases of these 
columns approach zero. Instead of this we can divide the solid 
into slices of breadth k=(d^c)jn by drawing the lines 
y=c-\~vJc{v=0, I, ,n) parallel to the cc-axis and then 
constructing a plane perpendicular to the xy-pldm> through each 
line (cf. fig. 8). These planes cut the solid into n slices which 
grow thinner as n increases, and whose total volume is equal to 
'the double integral. We now see that the volume of each slice 
-is approximately (but of course not as a rule exactly) equal to 
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the product of the thickness h by the area of the left-hand face, 
that is, equal to 

k f(x, c H- vh) dx. 


Therefore, if we write 


f{x, y)dx 


the desired volume is represented approximately by 

«-l 

vA). 



As ^ 00 these sums tend to 

^{y)dy. 

It is therefore reasonable to expect that the volume or double 
integral is exactly equal to 

^ <l> iy) dy (J^ fix, y) da-) dy, 



wMcli is the statement made above. A similar discussion makes 
it equally plausible that the statement 

X (X ^y) ^ =fL y'^ 


is also true. 
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3. Examples and Remarks. 

A few examples will serve to illustrate how this theorem may be 
used to evaluate double integrals. For the function u = f{x, y) — 

0 ^ a; ^ 1, 0 ^ ^ 2, we have 


I If ^lo L ) 


dx 



2 o(?dx — 

Zt 


1 

0 


1 

2 


TFe above example belongs to a general class of functions 
whose integration is often simplified by the following theorem: 

If the function u = f(x5 y), a ^ x ^ b, c ^ y ^ d, can he 
represented as the product of a function of x alone, and a function 
of y alone, 

f{x,y)= <l>{x)>p{y), 


then the double integral of i is the product of two simple integrals: 

I Is "" (X ^Ic ■ 


For on integration with respect to y the function cj) (x) can be 
treated as a constant and placed in front of the integral sign, while, 

on integration with respect to x, / ip{y) dy is a constant; hence 

Jc 

I 9 ^ ( 3 =) ^y) ^ {4> I '/' iy) ^y) 

= (J>lf(y)dy)f<j>(x)dx). 


For the function = sin (a; + ?/), 0 ^ a; ^ 7r/2, O^y ^ 7t/2, we 
have 

1% I* ^«’/2 / ^7r/2 \ 

j J sin(a; ■j-y)dr = J \^J sin(a; + y)dyjt 


dx 


. 77 / 2 / / 7 r\ \ 

: J cosmic + 2 / J dx J (sina; -h GOBx)dx 

I 77/2 

: (— cosa; + siucc) = 1 1 = 2. 

I 0 


Again, let us calculate the volume V of the vertical prism whose base 
in the xy-i^lsm is bounded by the co-ordinate axes and the line a; + y = 1, 
and which lies below the plane u = 2x -j- Zy, We first extend the func- 
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tion n = S(pc, y) to the square Ogsgl, Ogyglby equating it to 
0 outside the triangle (the base of the prism). Then for each rr in the inter- 
val the function f{x, y) is different from OforOgj/gl-a; only; 

J l*l ^\—X 

'f{x,y)dy= f(x,y)dy= { 2 x + Zy)dy 
0 •'0 Jq 

= 2rr(l - a:) + ?(1 _ ;r)2 = _ 1 s _ 3. ^ 3 
^ 2 2 

Tke device just used is capable of extension to any function 
u=f(x, y) which is defined in a region R bounded above and 
below by curves y=i>{x) and y = <j>{x). Eor suppose R is de- 
fined by the inequalities ^{x)-^y^>p{x). We mark 

ofi a rectangle if', a^x^b, c^y^d, completely containing 
if, and outside if we put / = 0. Then 

rd 

/(a:, y)dy=J^^^f{x, y)dy 


for every x m tlie interval « ^ ^ 6, so ttat 

y) dr =/ f{x, y) dr =_£ {fj^x, y) dy) dx 


Thus to find the volume Y of the ellipsoid — — 1 = 0, 


we notice that -F is the volume under 
2 


« = /(»=. i/) = c^(l-J-g). 

this function f(x, y) being defined only inside an eUipse 

Mis.. o,-.V(--3s>s‘V(‘-S’ 


Calculating the repeated integral we first have 

/ b f*bVCL--‘X^Ia^) // ^2 y 2 \ 

f(x,y)dy^f cMl-l-l)dy 




1 ^\ 

’ a^ J 


arc cos 


y 


rxH" 


fV(-l 


(-?)<»■ 


V{b‘-b‘xya^)' 2 


y2\\ + bVil-x^la^) 

b^Ji-bVil-x-ja^) 
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Proceeding with the integration, we have 

f*b 

1’= / ( i 

2 

9r- 




- abc, 


so that 



4:. Polar Co-ordinates. 

In oui definition of the double integral, the subdivision into 
rectangles was of course chosen simply because such a subdi- 
vision is most convenient in connexion with rectangular co- 
ordinates. As we already know, however, there are many applica- 
tions in which polar co-ordinates are much more suitable than 
rectangular. If we are considering a function f(p, cj)) where p 
and cf> are polar co-ordinates, the most convenient subdivision 
is not into rectangles, but into regions bounded by arcs of circles 
p = constant and radii (f) = constant. Suppose, then, that our 
function f{p, is defined in such a region i?, specified by the 
inequalities a ^ p ^ 6, a ^ ^ j8. (If f{p, (/>) is originally 

defined in a region R not of this type, we enclose R in a larger 
region R of the desired form and put /(p, <!>) = 0 outside R.) 
Then, just as on p. 486, we can insert points of subdivision pg = a, 
Pv p2^ • ’ • ^ pn = i>, (f)Q = a, ^ 1 , 9 ^ 2 : • • • . ^ and construct 

the corresponding radii and arcs of circles, thus dividing R into 
regions Rij, of area ARij. In each R^^ we choose a point (p^,, 
and form the sum 'ZJ{pi^,j>ij)ARi^, and then let m and n increase 
without limit. Then the sum will again tend to the volume under 
the surface u=f{p,(f)), and we may denote this by the integral 


So far we have encountered nothing essentially new. The 
point of importance is to learn how to evaluate these integrals 
by reducing them either to repeated integrals or to integrals in 
terms of rectangular co-ordinates. For this purpose we mark 
off a pair of rectangular axes in a new plane, the p^-plane, and 
call them the p-axis and the ^-axis respectively. Correspond- 
ing to the point in R with polar co-ordinates p, (f> we plot the 
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point in the p<^--plane with rectangular co-ordinates p, Thus- 
the region R, a p ^ h, is represented in the 

p^-plaiie by a rectangle R\ a ^ p ^ b, and 

each small region R^j, pi_-^ ^ p ^ p^., g ^ is represented 
by a small rectangle Ri^ . But the area iSRij' of the rectangle 
Ri- is not the same as the area LR^^ of R^^. The relation 
between them is easily found. The area b^R^I is simply 
(pi — while the area is given by the- 

iormula 

ARij-=U^i — ~ pi-i^) 

= iipi + pi-i) ~ i^o-i) (pi— pi~i) ~ \{pi + Pi^i)/S.Ri/. 

In each region R^^ let us now choose the point pi= T^-(pi-r Pi-i)^ 
= ^{^3 + <l^3-i)- Then by definition 

f f/(P’ 

But S/(p,, ?,) A 2 J, = S/(p,., p, AB,/, 

and the latter expression is just the sum which we form in de- 
fining the double integral of the function /(p, (^)p over the rect- 
angle R' in the p<jf>-plane. Hence as the fineness of the subdivision 
increases the sum approaches this integral and 

/j^/(p= <f>)dr=J jj{p, 4>)pdr' =J jj{p, ^)p dpd(f> 

~fa 4>)pdp'jd<f>. 

As an example, let us calculate the volume F of the sphere of radius 
The upper hemisphere is given by the equation -w, = V (a^ — p2)j 0 ^ p ^ a,, 
0^9^ 2 k. Thus 

I " ( fo ^ ^ (~ 3 10 ) 

1 p2ff 2-Ka^ 

“sio 


80 that F = i Ka®. 
3 
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5. Evaluation of 


/: 


dx. 


The formulse of the preceding sub-section enable us to calculate the 
area under the curve y == 6"“^“, — oo < x < co, which frequently occurs 
in the theory of probability. This integration is especially interesting, in 
that we can evaluate the definite integral from — oo to oo of a function 
for which we cannot find a primitive function or an indefinite integral at ail. 

Let us first consider the integral of the function ~ 

over the circle 0 ^ p ^ a. This is given by 




(1 - 


The square — a ^ a contains the circle 0 ^ p ^ a 

and is contained in the circle 0 ^ p ^ 2a, and the integrand is 

everywhere positive; hence 

Tt(l - e-"’) = ^J'‘‘ (^J’’ e-='-y'‘dy^dx ^ = ^(1 — 

The integral can be written in the form 

j (y 

hence 

7t(l — €-“°) s g 7i:(l — 6 -*°“). 

If we now let a increase without limit, this gives the equation 

f — V Tu, 

J 00 


and our integral is evaluated. 


6. Moments and Centre of Mass; Moments of Inertia. 

In Chap. V, § 2 (p. 283) we saw that the moment of a system 
of points Pi, p 2 , . . . , Prt co-ordinates {a^i, y-^, {x^, y^, . . . , 
(Xn, yn) masses m 2 , , . . , about the ci?-axis is given by 

n 

S miyi, and that the ordinate of its centre of mass is given 

,.=i 

by the equation 

1 71 n 

rj== ^ H m^y^, where M = S m<, 

Mir = l v^l 

with analogous expressions for the moment about the y-a,xis 
and the abscissa of the centre of mass. We now extend these 
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ideas to masses distributed uniformly over a region E. We 
suppose tbat a mass is distributed witb density 1 over tbe region 
E‘j tbat is, tbat eacb portion of E witb area AjK bas also mass 
AE. Then tbe total mass M of 22 is tbe same as tbe area of E, 

If Jr. 

Let us now divide R into portions E^, , , . , E^ witb areas 
A 22 i, . . . , A 22 „, and in eacb portion E^ cboose a point 
If we imagine tbat tbe total mass A22^ of tbe portion E^ is con- 
centrated at tbe point 7 ^^), tbe moment of tbe resulting 
system of points witb respect to tbe sc-axis will be and 

tbe ordinate of tbe centre of mass will be 

I:77,A22, _ St?, A22, 

SA22, M ' 

If we now let -> 00 and let tbe diameter of tbe greatest 
tend to 0, these sums tend to tbe integrals 


respectively. These expressions we take as tbe definitions of tbe 
moment Tr^ of R about tbe a;-axis and of tbe ordinate rj of its 
centre of mass. Similarly, tbe moment about tbe |^-axis and 
tbe abscissa i of tbe centre of mass are respectively given by 

f f xdr 

T,= flxdr, where M = f fjr. 


For example, the moment of the semicircle i2, — p ^ x ^ py 
0 ^ y V (p^ — about the a;-axis is 

f flXC 

= IX I - j) r _, = i p"’ 

and since = f f ^ 



-a--)= 


3 It' 



Ce798> 
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By a similar argument, starting from the definition of the 
moment of inertia of a system of particles, 

we arrive at the expression for the moment of inertia of the 
region R about the ic-axis, 

h^fjfdr, 

and similarly we obtain the moment of inertia with respect to 
the ^-axis, 

J J x^dr. 

Analogous formulae hold for three-dimensional regions R; 
the co-ordinates i, rj, ^ of the centre of mass are given by 

f f [xdr f f fydr f f fzdr 

3, J J J J J Jr y J J Jr 


M ’ M ’ M ’ 

where M— J J J volume of R. To find the moments of 

inertia la-, ly, of R about the x, y, z-axes respectively, we must 
remember that the distance of the point (x, y, z) from the x-axis 
is \/(2/^ “1“ hence for a system of particles the moment of 
inertia about the x-axis is 

and on dividing R into sub-regions and passing to the limit as 
before we obtain the formula 




Similarly 


ix= j + 

J J" Jjx^+ z^)dr, 
Iz=^ f f + y’^)dr. 


Thus the moment of inertia of the cube — 

-h about the 2 -asis is 

= I 2h {x^ -h y^) %} dx = 2h (2x% -f ? A®) dx 


4A 


+ xW) 


A 4A 16 

-A 3 <S 
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The significance of the moment of inertia, as we have already 
remarked in Chap. V (p. 286), lies in the fact that in rotatory 
motion it plays the part taken by the mass in translatory motion. 
For example, if the region R rotates about the cc-axis with angular 
velocity a>, its kinetic energy is This, however, is not 

the only application of the concept of moment of inertia; for 
example, it is also important in structural engineering, where it 
is found that the stiSness of a beam of a given material is 
proportional to the moment of inertia of the cross-section taken 
about a line through its centre of mass. The reader will find 
further information about this in any textbook on strength of 
materials. 

7. Further Applications. 

The student should not assume that the applications already 
discussed exhaust the possibilities of the double integral. For 
instance, we have not proved the important theorem that the 
area A of the surface 2 : =/(a?, y), where (r, y) is in R, is given 
by the integral 

provided — and ~ are continuous; and we have left many other 
^ dx dy 

interesting fields untouched. These further developments, how- 
ever, do not come within the scope of the present book and must 
be left for Vol. II. 


Examples 

1. Perform the following integrations: 

(a) r — y^)dydx. 

Jo Jo 

J ^TT nV 

I cos {x y)dydx. 

0 *^0 

1 

— dy dx. 
xy 

(fi) r f xe^^dydx. 

Jo Jo 
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(e) / / y^dydx. 

i/o Jq 
/’2 ^2—x 

</) / / 

»/o *'0 

2. Find the volume between the ari^-plane and the paraboloid 
2 = 2 — — 2/2. 

3. Find the volume common to the two cylinders 1 and 

t/a 2^ = 1. 

4. By integration, find the volume of the smaller of the two portions 
into which a sphere of radius r is cut by a plane whose perpendicular dis- 
tance from the centre is ^ ( < r). 

5. For the following figures find the area, the centre of gravity, the 
moments about the x- and y-axes, and the moments of inertia about the 
X- and 2 /-axes: 

(а) the semicircle 0 ^y ^ V{r^ — x^); 

(б) the rectangle 0 ^ x ^ 0 ^ y ^ h; 

(c) the rectangle — —6 ^y ^h; 

(d) the ellipse [ y [ ^ 

(e) the triangle with vertices (0, 0), (a, 0), (0, 6); 

6. For the following figures find the volume, the centre of gravity, and 
the moments of inertia about the a?-, y~t and 2 -axes: 

(a) the parallelepiped 0 ^ 2 ^c; 

(b) the hemisphere 0 ^ 2 ^ V {a^ — y^); 

(c) the triangular prism with vertices (0, 0, 0), (a, 0, 0), (0, 6, 0), (0, 0, c). 



CHAPTER XI 


The DifFerential Equations 
for the Simplest Types of Vibration 

On S6V6ral occasions we have already met with, differential 
equations, that is, equations from which an unknown function 
is to be. determined and which involve not only this function 
itself but also its derivatives. 

The simplest problem of this type is that of finding the inde- 
finite integral of a given function/(a;). This problem requires us to 
find a function y = F{x) which satisfies the difierential equation 
y' /(^) = J'urther, we solved a problem of the same type in 
Chap. Ill, § 7 (p. 178), where we showed that an equation of the 
form y' = ay is satisfied by an exponential function y = ce^. 
As we saw in Chap. V (p. 294),. diSerentiai equations arise in 
connexion with the problems of mechanics, and indeed many 
branches of pure mathematics and most of applied mathematics 
depend on difierential equations. In this chapter, without 
going into the general theory, we shall consider the diferential 
equations of the simplest types of vibration. These are not only 
of theoretical value, but are also extremely important in applied 
mathematics. 

It will be convenient to bear the following general ideas and 
definitions in mind. By a solution, of a difierentiai equation we 
mean a function which, when substituted in the differential 
equation, satisfies the equation for all values of the inde- 
pendent variable that are being considered. Instead of solution 
the term integral is often used: in the first place because 
the problem is more or less a generalization of the ordinary 
problem of integration; and in the second place because 
it frequently happens that the solution is actually found by 
integration. 
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1. Vibration Problems of I^Iechanics Am) Physics 


1. The Simplest Mechanical Vibrations. 

TEe simplest type of mechanical vibration has already been 
considered in Chap. Y, § 4 (p. 295). We there considered a 
particle of mass m which is free to move on the a;>axis and which 
is brought back to its initial position a? = 0 by a restoring force. 
The magnitude of this restoring force we took to be proportional 
to the displacement x\ in fact, we equated it to —lex, where A is a 
positive constant and the negative sign expresses the fact that 
the force is always directed towards the origin. We shall now 
assume that there is a frictional force present also and that this 
frictional force is proportional to the velocity ixjdt — x oi the 
particle and opposed to it. This force is then given by an expres- 
sion of the form —rx, with a positive frictional constant r. Finally, 
we shall assume that the particle is also acted on by an external 
force which is a function f{t) of the time t. Then by Newton’s 
fundamental law the product of the mass m and the acceleration 
X must be equal to the total force, that is, the elastic force plus 
the frictional force plus the external force. This is expressed by 
the equation 

mx -r TX+ Jcx^f{t). 


This equation determines the motion of the particle. If 
we recall the previous examples of differential equations, such 

as the integration problem x—^=f(t) with its solution 

at 


f(t) dt -f c, or the solution of the particular differential 
equation mx ^ = 0 on p. 296, we observe that these problems 

have an infinite number of different solutions. Here too we 
shall find that there are an infinite number of solutions, which 
are expressed in the following way. It is possible to find a general 
solvtion or cmnpkte integral x(t) of the differential equation, 
depending not only on the independent variable t, but also on two 
parameters and called the constants of integration. If we 
assign special values to these constants, we obtain a particular 
solution, and mm/ solution can be found by assigning special 
values to these constants. The complete integral is then the 
totality of all particular solutions. 
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This fact is quite understandable (cf. also Chap. V, § 4, p. 298). We 
cannot expect that the differential equation alone will determine the 
motion completely. On the contrary, it is plausible that at a given instant, 
say at the time i = 0, we should be able to choose the initial position 
^(0) = Zq and the initial velocity aj(0) = Zq (in short, the initial state) 
arbitrarily; in other words, at time ^ = 0 we should be able to start the 
particle from any initial position with any velocity. This being done, 
we may expect the rest of the motion to be deffnitely determined. The 
two arbitrary constants and in the general solution are just enough 
to enable us to select the particular solution which fits these initial con- 
ditions. In the next section (p. 508) we shall see that this can be done in 
one way only. 

If no external force is present, that is, if f{t) = 0, the motion 
is called a free motion. The differential equation is then said to 
be homogeneous. If /(^) is not equal to zero for all values of 
we say that the motion is fcn'ced and that the differential equa- 
tion is non-homogeneous. The term f{f) is also occasionally 
referred to as the perturbation term. 


r 

^ — vVvWv 


2. Electrical Oscillations, 

A mechanical system of the simple type described can actually 
be realized only approximately. An approximation is offered 
by the pendulum, provided its oscillations are small. The oscil 
lations of a magnetic needle, the oscillations 
of the centre of a telephone or microphone 
diaphragm, and other mechanical vibrations 
can be represented to within a certain degree 
of accuracy by systems such as we have 
described. But there is another type of 
phenomenon which corresponds far more 
exactly to our differential equation. This is 
the oscillatory electrical circuit. 

We consider the circuit sketched in fig. 1, having inductance 
fi, resistance p and capacity C —I/k. We also suppose that the 
circuit is acted upon by an external electromotive force (j>{t) 
which is known as a function of the time t, such as the voltage 
supplied by a djmamo or the voltage due to electric waves. In 
order to describe the process taking place in the circuit we denote 
the voltage across the condenser by E and the charge in the 
condenser by Q. These quantities are then connected by the 
equation GE =: EIk = Q. The current Z, which like the voltage 




t) 

Fig. I. — Osciilaton* 
electrical circuit 
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E is a function of tie time, is defined as tie rate of ciange of 
tie ciarge per unit time, tiat is, as tie rate at whici tie ciarge 
on tie condenser diminisies: /=—§==:— dQjdt = — E/zc. 
Oim’s la-^ states tiat tie product of tie current and tie resis- 
tance is equal to tie electromotive force (voltage); tiat is, it 
is equal to tie condenser voltage E minus tie counter electro- 
motive force due to self-induction plus tie external electromotive 
force We tins arrive at tie equation Ip^ E — p./ + 

01 ^ — — E===:E-f“ — E-f-^ (t), tiat is, /xE -f* pE -f- kE = — kS (^), 

K K 

wiici is satisfied by tie voltage in tie circuit. We see, therefore, 
tiat we have obtained a differential equation of exactly tie type 
considered in No. 1 (p. 502). Instead of tie mass we have tie 
inductance, instead of tie frictional force tie resistance, and 
instead of tie elastic constant tie reciprocal of tie capacity, 
while tie external electromotive force (apart from a constant 
factor) corresponds to tie external force. If tie electromotive 
force is zero, tie differential equation is homogeneous. 

If we multiply both sides of tie differential equation by 
’-I Ik and differentiate with respect to the time, we obtain for 
tie current 1 tie corresponding equation 

pi 4- pi + /cZ = 


whici differs from tie equation for tie voltage on the right- 
hand side only, and for free oscillations {<j> = 0) has identically 
tie same form. 


2. SoLUTIOX OF THE HOMOGEXEOXJS EQUATION. FeEE 

Oscillations 


1. Tie Formal Solution, 

We can easily obtain a solution of tie homogeneous equation 
mij “T rsc -f* ^ = 0 on p. 502 in tie form of an exponential ex- 
pression, by seeking to determine a constant A in such a way that 
tie expression = a? is a solution. If we substitute this and 
its derivatives x = x = A%^^ in tie differential equation 



THE HOMOGENEOUS EQUATION 


XI] 


505 


and remove the common factor e^, we obtain the quadratic 
equation 

mA^ + r A + Z: = 0 


for A. The roots of this equation are 

Eact of the two expressions x = and x = is, at least 
formally, a particular solution of the differential equation, as we 
see by qaixying out the calculations in the reverse direction. 
Three different cases can now occur, 

Q, The two roots and \ are then real, 
negative, and unequal, and we have two solutions of the differen- 
tial equation, a; = % = and x=: With the help 

of these two solutions we can at once construct a solution in 
which two arbitrary constants are present. For on differentiation 
we see that 

X = 

is also a solution of the differential equation. On p. 508 we shall 
show that this expression is in fact the most general solution of 
the equation; that is, that we can obtain every solution of the 
equation by substituting suitable numerical values for and Cg. 

2. 4mik = 0. The quadratic equation has a double root. 
Thus to begin with we have, apart from a constant factor, only 
the one solution cc = % = But we easily verify that in 

this case the function 

x==W2= 


is also a solution of the differential equation.* For we find that 



and by substitution we see that the differential equation 
^2 

mx +r£r+ — a; = mai + rx+&K=0 
4m 

* We are led to this solution naturally by the following limiting process: 
if Ai >2, then the expression (eht - eJ^*q/(Ai - Ag) also represents a solution. 
If we now let A^ tend to Ag and write A instead of Ai, Ag, our expression becomes 
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is satisfied. Tfien the expression 

again gives us a solution of tiie difieiential equation with two 
arbitrary constants of integration q and Cg. 

3. — 4:mk < 0. We put — 4:mk = — and obtain 

two solutions of the differential equation in complex form, given 
by the expressions a; = % = and x= 

Euler’s formula 


gives us for the real and imaginary parts of the complex solution 
Ui, on the one hand the expressions 

== Q-rtf^rn _ Q-rtl2m 


and on the other hand the representation 


^1 



% 


'~Ti 


From the second form of representation we see that and 
are (real) solutions of the differential equation. To verify this 
directly by differentiation and substitution forms a simple but 
valuable exercise. 

From our two particular solutions we can again form a general 
solution 

X = CiVi + C 2 V 2 = (<h cos vt + C2 sin vt) e “ 

with two arbitrary constants and Cg. This may also be written 
in the form 

/2ro 

where we have put = a cosj'S, Cg == a sinj'S, and a, 8 are two 
new constants. 

We recall that we have already come across this solution for 
the special case r = 0 (Chap. Y, § 4, p. 296). 


2. Physical Interpretation of the Solution* 

In the two cases r>2Vmk and r== 2VS the solution 
is given by the exponential curve, or by the graph of the function 
which for large values of t resembles the exponential 
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curve, or hy the superposition of such curves. In these cases 
the process is aperiodic; that is, as the time increases the dis- 
tance ’’ X approaches the value 0 asymptotically, without oscil- 
lating about the value a; = 0. The motion, therefore, is not 
oscillatory. The efiect of friction or damping is so great that it 
prevents the elastic force from setting up oscillatory motions. 

It is quite different in the case r < 2Vi^, where the damping 
is so small that complex roots Aj, \ occur. The expression 
x=a cos v{t — S)e here gives us damped harmonic oscillations. 
These are oscillations which follow the sine law and have the 


circular frequency ^ whose amplitude, 

instead of being constant, is given by the expression 
That is, the amplitude diminishes exponentially; the greater the 
expression r/2m is, the faster is 
the rate of decrease. In physical 
literature this damping factor is 
frequently called the logarithmic 
decrement of the damped oscilla- 
tion, the term indicating that the 
logarithm of the amplitude de- 
creases at the rate r/2m. A 
damped oscillation of this kind is 
illustrated in fig. 2. As before, we call the quantity T = ^rrjv 
the period of the oscillation and the quantity vS the phase 
displacement. Tor the special case r = 0 we again obtain 
simple harmonic oscillations with the frequency vq = Vk/m^ 
the natural frequency of the undamped oscillatory system. 



Fig. 2.- 


a,CQSv{t—6)e~^^ 

•Damped harmonic oscillations 


3. Fulfilment of Given Initial Conditions. Unigueness of the 
Solution. 

We have still to show that the solution with the two constants and 
Cg can he made to fit any pre-assigned initial state, and also that it repre- 
sents all the possible solutions of the equation. Suppose that we have to 
find a solution which at time ^ = 0 satisfies the initial conditions a;(0) = Xq, 
jc(0) = a&o, where the numbers Xq and Xq can have any values. Then in 
case 1 on p. 505 we must put 


Cj -f* C2 Xf^y 

CjXj -{-* C2X2 — iSfl. 
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For the constants Cj and we accordingly have two linear equations, and 
these have the unique solutions 

_ ^‘ 2^0 * ^0 

d ; — , C 2 r — 

^*1 -^2 

In case 2 (p. 505) the same process gives the two linear equations 


= ajo, 

%Ci <^2 ~ 



from which Cj and C 2 can again be uniquely determined. Finally, in case 3 
(p. 506) the equations determining the constants take the form 

a cos vS = Xq, 


with the solutions 


a 


V sin vS — cos v5 
^ 2m 





1 

V 


^0 

arc cos — , 
a 


a 


y{v=v + 




Thus we have shown that the general solution can be made to fit any 
arbitrary initial conditions. We have still to show that there is no other 
solution. For this we need only show that for a given initial state there 
can never be two different solutions. 

If two such solutions u{i) and i?(^) existed, for which «(0) = 
u{0) = fo and f{0) = x^, t;{0) == then their difference u — v would 
also be a solution of the differential equation, and we should have w(0) = 0, 
?4'(0) = 0. This solution would therefore correspond to an initial state of 
rest, that is, to a state in which at time i = 0 the particle is in its position 
of rest and has zero velocity. We must show that it can never set itself in 
motion. To do this we multiply both sides of the differential equation 

mw -f- nd -f- ^ “ 0 by 2w and recall that ~ 2tvu^ = ~ wK 

dt dt 


We thus obtain 


j j 

-- {mw“) -f- — (Jcw^) “h 2rw^ = 
dt dt 


0 . 


If we integrate between the instants i = 0 and i = t and use the initial 
conditions w{0 ) = 0, w^(0) = 0, we have 

mu^(T) -r hi^ix) 2r /* J dt = 0. 

Jq ^dt' 

This equation, however, would yield a contradiction if at any time t > 0 
the function w were different from 0. For then the left-hand side of the 
equation would be positive, since we have taken m, h and r to be positive, 
while the right-hand side is zero. Hence w = w — 1 ? is always equal to 0, 
which proves that the solution is unique. 
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ExAjVIPLES 

For the eq^uations in Es, 1-5 find the general solution, and also the 
solution for which a:(0) = 0, x{0) = 1‘: 

1. a; — -f- 2a: = 0. 

2. a: H- + 2a; == 0. 

3. 2d: -f- — a; = 0. 

4. a: 4- drs + 4a: = 0. 

5 . 4 x + 0 . 

6. Find the general solution, and also the solution for which x{0) = 0, 
x{0) = 1, of the equation 

a: + ac + a; == 0. 

Determine the frequency (v), the period (T), the amplitude (a), and the 
phase (3) of the solution. 

7. Find the solution of 

2a: 4 2i + a; = 0 

for which a:(0) = 1, x{0) = —1. Calculate the amplitude (a), the phase (3), 
and the frequency (v) of the solution. 


3. The Non-homogeneoxjs Equatiok. Foeced Oscillations 

1. General Remarks. 

Before proceeding to the solution of the problem when 
an external force f{t) is present, that is, to the solution of the 
non-homogeneous equation, we make the following remark. 

If w and V are two solutions of the non-homogeneous equation, 
the difference u-= w — v satisfies the homogeneous equation; 
this we see at once by substitution. Conversely, if is a solution 
of the homogeneous equation and v a solution of the non- 
homogeneous equation, then w= u+ v also a solution of the 
non-homogeneous equation. Therefore from one solution * of 
the non-homogeneous equation we obtain all its solutions by 
adding the complete integral of the homogeneous equation.f 
We therefore need only find a single solution of the non-homo- 
geneous equation. Physically this means that if we have a forced 
oscillation due to an external force, and on it superpose an arbi- 
trary free oscillation, represented by a solution of the homo- 

* Often called the particular integral. 
f Often called the complemntarg fnriction. 
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gejieoiis equation, we obtain a pEenomenon wMcE satisfies the 
same non-Eomogeneous equation as tEe original forced oscilla- 
tion. If a frictional force is present, tEe free motion in tEe case 
of oscillatory motion wiU fade out as time goes on, because of tEe 
damping factor Hence for a given forced vibration with 

friction it is immaterial wEat free vibration we superpose; tEe 
motion will always tend to tEe same final state as time goes on. 

Secondly, we notice that tEe effect of a force f{t) can be split 
up in the same way as tEe force itself. By this we mean tEe 
following: if/i(^),/ 2 (if), and/(^) are three functions such that 

/iW+/2(o=m‘ 

and a Xi = Xi(t) is a solution of the differential equation 
mx + ri -f lex — and = X 2 {t) is a solution of the equation 
mx -rrx+ hx = ^(0 u- ^ solution of 

the differential equation mx + ri + fe? = f[t). A correspond- 
ing statement of course holds if fif) consists of any number of 
terms. This simple but important fact is called the “ principle 
of superposition'’. TEe proof follows from a glance at the 
equation itself. By subdividing the function f{t) into two or 
more terms we can thus spEt the differential equation into 
several equations, wEicE in certain circumstances may be easier 
to manipulate. 

TEe most unportant case is that of a periodic external force 
f{t). Such a periodic external force can be resolved into 
purely periodic components by expansion in a Fourier series, 
and can therefore * be approximated to as closely as we please 
by a sum of a finite number of purely periodic functions. It is 
therefore sufllcient to find the solution of the differential equation 
subject to the assumption that the right-hand side has the form 

a cos or b smooth 

where a, 5, and cd are arbitrary constants. 

Instead of working with these trigonometric functions, we can 
obtain the solution more simply and neatly if we use complex 
notation. We put/(0 = and the principle of superposition 
shows that we need only consider the differential equation 

mx-j-rx+kc— 

* Provided that it is contiiiHOTis and seetionally smooth (p. 439), which is 
the only ea^ of importance in physics. 
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where by c we mean an arbitrary real or complex constant. Such 
a differential equation actually represents two real differential 
equations. Tor if we split the right-hand side into two termsj 
if e.g. we take c = 1 and wnte = cosoj^ -f- i sinco^, then 

Xi and X2, the solutions of the two real differential equations 
mx + rit + fe = coscoi and mx rx~\- hx = sinco^, combine to 
form the solution a; = ix^ of the complex differential equation. 
Conversely, if we first solve the differential equation in complex 
form, the real part of the solution gives us the function and 
the imaginary part the function x^- 


2. Solution of the Non-homogeneous Equation. 

We solve the equation mx + -f kx = by a device 
naturally suggested by intuition. We assume that c is real 
and (for the time being) that r 4 = 0* We now make the guess 
that a motion will exist which has the same rhythm as the 
periodic external force, and we accordingly attempt to find 
a solution of the differential equation in the form 

X = 

where we have only to determine the factor cr, which is indepen- 
dent of the time. If we substitute this expression and its deriva- 
tives X — ‘^a>cre*“^ X == — m the differential equation and 
remove the common factor we obtain the equation 

— moj^a + ircjoa Jca = c 


or 


-mco^ + iro) -h k 


Conversely, we see that for this value of a the expression 
is actually a solution of the differential equation. To express 
the meaning of this result clearly, however, we must perform 
a few transformations. 

We begin by writing the complex factor or in the form 


a = c- 


k — mo)^ — iro) 


■ cae' 


-ItaS 


(jfc — 

where the positive distortion factor ** a and the “ phase dis- 
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placement ’’ ct>S are expressed in terms of the given quantities 
f, Z;, by tbe equations 

, sin 0)8 = rcoa, coscoS = (&— m<jo^)a. 

{h — mccrf + iro)^ 

Witb this notation our solution takes tke form 

and tbe meaning of tbe result is as follows: to tke force c cosoDt 
there corresponds the “ effect ” ca cosa>(^ — 8), and to the force 
c sino)^ corresponds the effect ca snia)(25 — 8). 

Hence we see that the effect is a function of the same type 
as the force, that is, an undamped oscillation. This oscillation 
differs from the oscillation representing the force in that the 
amplitude is increased in the ratio a : 1 and the phase is altered 
by the angle 0)8. Of course it is easy to obtain the same result 
without using the complex notation, but at the cost of somewhat 
longer calculations. 

According to the remark at the beginning of this section 
(p. 509), by finding this one solution we have completely solved 
the problem; for by superposing any free oscillation we can 
obtain the most general forced oscillation. 

Collecting the results, we have the following: 

The complete integral of the differential equation 

?nx + rr + ^ == 

{where x 4= 0) ^ 2: = cae^"^^"~®^ + u, where u is the complete 
integral of the homogeneous equation mx + rx + kx = 0 and 
the quantities a and 8 are defined hy the equations 

= -r — r— 15 sin 0)8 == rcoa, coso)8 = (A — mo)^)a. 

{h — marf -f ^ n)‘‘ 

The constants in this general solution leave us the pos- 
sibility of making the solution suit an arbitrary initial state, 
that is, for arbitrarily assigned values of x^ and the constants 
can be chosen in such a way that x(0) == Xq and cc(0) = Xq. 

S. The R^onance Curve. 

In order to acquire a grasp of the solution which we have 
obtained and of its significance in applications, we shall study 
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the distortion factor a as a function of the “ exciting frequency ” 
w, that is, the function 

. 1 
VOb- mca^f 

The reason for this detailed investigation is that for given con- 
stants ki m, r, or as we say for a given oscillatory system ”, 
we can think of the system as being acted on by periodic ex- 
citing forces of very different circular frequencies, and it is 
important to consider the solution of the differential equation for 
these widely different exciting forces. In order to describe the 
function conveniently we introduce the quantity coq = Vk/m, 
This number ojq is the circular frequency which the system would 
have for free oscillations if the friction r were zero; or, briefly, 
the natural frequency of the undamped system (cf. p. 507). The 
actual frequency of the free system, owing to the friction r, is 
not equal to cuq, but is instead 

V \m 

where we assume that ikm — > 0. (If this is not the case the 

free system has no frequency; it is aperiodic.) 

The function ^(co) tends asymptotically to the value 0 as the 
exciting frequency tends to infinity, and, in fact, it vanishes to 
the order 1 jo)^. Further, (^(0) = Ilk] in other words, an exciting 
force of frequency zero and magnitude 1, that is, a constant 
force of magnitude 1, gives rise to a displacement of the oscil- 
latory system amoimting to Ijk, In the region of positive values 
of CO the derivative ^'(co) cannot vanish except where the deri- 
vative of the expression {k — r^co^ vanishes, that is, 

for a value cu = co^ > 0 for which the equation 

— imcoQc — ma?) + 2r^co = 0 

holds. In order that such a value may exist we must obviously 
have ^km — > 0; in this case 

Since the function (f>{o>) is positive everywhere, increases mono- 
tonically for small values of co, and vanishes at infinity, this 

(e798) » 
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value must give a maximum. We call the circular frequency 
0)1 the resonance frequency ” of the system. 

By substituting this expression for we find that the value 
of the maximum is 



As r Oj this value increases beyond all bounds. For r = 0^ 
that isj for an undamped oscillatory system, the function 
has an infinite discontinuity at the value co = This is a limit- 
ing case to which we shall give special consideration later. 

The graph of the function is called the reso7iance curve 
of the system*. The fact that for a)== oJi (and consequently for 
small values of r in the neighbourhood of the natural frequency) 
the distortion of amphtude a = ^{oj) is particularly large is 
the mathematical expression of the phenomenon of resonance ”, 
which for fixed values of m and h is mare and more evident as 
r becomes smaller and smaller. 

In fig. 3 we have sketched a family of resonance curves, all correspond- 
ing to the values m = 1 and h = 1, and consequently to coq = 1, but with 
different values of D == We see that for small values of D well-marked 
resonance occurs near o = 1; in the limiting case D — 0 there would 
be an infinite discontinuity of 9{<o) at co = 1, instead of a maximum. 
As D increases the maxima move towards the left, and for the value 
D = 1/%' 2 we have Oj = 0. In this last ease the point where the tangent 
is horizontal has moved to the origin, and the maximum has disappeared. 
If D > 1 '\ '2 there is no zero of o'Cco); the resonance curve no longer has 
a maximum, and resonance no longer occurs. 


In general, the resonance phenomenon ceases as soon as the 
condition 


2h7n — ^ 0 


becomes true. In the case of the equality sign, the resonance 
curve reaches its greatest height ^{0)=l/h at (jo^ = 0; its 
tangent is horizontal there, and after an initial course which is 
almost horizontal it diminishes towards zero. 


4. Further Discussion of the Oscillation. 

We cannot, however, rest content with the above discussion. 
In order that we may really understand the phenomenon of forced 
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motion an additional point requires to be emphasized. The 
particular integral is to be regarded as a limitrug state 

which the complete iutegral 

^{t) == -f C2M2 

approaches more and more closely as time goes on, since the free 
oscillation + C 2^^2 superposed on the particular mtegrai 
fades away with the passage of time. This fading away will take 
place slowly if r is small, rapidly if r is large. 



Let us suppose, for example, that at the beginning of the 
motion, i.e. at time t = 0, the system is at rest, so that x{0) = 0 
and x(0) = 0. Erom this we can determine the constants 
and C 2 , and we see at once that they are not both zero. Even when 
the exciting frequency is approximately or exactly equal to 0)^, 
so that resonance occurs, the relatively large amplitude a = <b{wi) 
will not at first appear. On the contrary, it will be masked by 
‘the function 4” make its appearance when 

this function fades away; that is, it will appear more slowly 
the smaller r is. ’ 
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For tie iindaniped system, that is, for r = 0, oux solution 
fails wien tie exciting frequency is equal to tie natural circular 
frequency cqq^ VJcjm, for then (^(ojq) is infinite. We tierefore 
cannot obtain a solution of tie equation mx + ho = in tie 
form "We can, however, at once obtain a solution of tie 

equation in tie form If we substitute tiis expression in 

tie differential equation, remembering that 

X = cre*“^(l -f iot), X = ae^‘^^(2ioj — tco^), 

we have 

a(2mco — mcoH + h) = 1, 
and, since = k, 

1 

= . 

2zma) 


Thus when resonance occurs in an undamped system we have the 
solution 


2ima) 


2Whn 


Using real notation, wien/(i) = coscui we have a;= - ~-= sinoDt, 

2 y ]cm 

and wien/(^) = sin cot we have 

1 t 




2 '\/]cm 


cos cot. 


We tins see that we have found a function which may be 
referred to as an oscillation, but whose ampitude increases pro- 
portionally with tie time. Tie superposed free oscillation does not 
fade away, since it is undamped; but it retains its original ampli- 
tude and becomes unimportant in comparison with tie increasing 
amplitude of the special forced oscillation. Tie fact that in this 
case tie solution oscillates backwards and forwards between 
positive and negative bounds which continually increase as 
tine goes on represents tie real meaning of tie infinite discon- 
tinuity of tie resonance function ii tie case of an undamped 
system. 
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5. Remarks on the Construction of Recording Instruments. 

In a great variety of applications in physics and engineering the dis- 
cussion in the previous sub-section is of the utmost importance. With manv 
instruments, such as galvanometers, seismographs, oscillatory electrical 
circuits in radio receivers, and microphone diaphragms, the problem is to 
record an oscillatory displacement x due to an external periodic force. In 
sncb cases the quantity x satisfies our diSerential equation, at least to a 
first approximation. 

If is the period of oscillation of the external periodic force, ve can 
expand the force in a Fourier series of the form 

/(i)= i 

or, better still, we can think of it as represented with sufiScient accuracy h\ 
a trigonometric snm 21 consisting of a finite number of terms 

l=-N 

only. By the principle of superposition (p. 510), the solution z{t) of the 
differential equation, apart from the superposed free oscillation, will be 
represented by an infinite series * of the form 

x{t) = 2 

In — 00 

or approximately by a finite expression of the form 
x(t) — 2 


In virtue of our previous results 

a I = 


and 


a2® = 


(k-rrd^^y 


-f rH^ 




2r?r 




We can then describe the action of an arbitrary periodic external force 
in the following way: if we analyse the exciting force into purely periodic- 
components, the individual terms of the Fourier series, then each com- 
ponent is subject to its own distortion of amplitude and phase displace- 
ment, and the separate effects are then superposed additively. If we are 
interested only in the distortion of amplitude (the phase displacement is 
only of secondary importance t m applications and, moreover, can be dis- 
cussed in the same way as the distortion of ampHtnde), a study of the 
resonance curve gives us complete information about the way in which 

* Questions of convergence will not be discussed here, 
j" Since e.g. it is imperceptible to the human ear. 
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tlie moti.'jiis of the recording apparatus reproduce the external exciting 

force. For verv large values of 2 or co f = ZL' l) the effect of the exciting 

\ T / 

frequency on the displacement x will be hardly perceptible. On the other 
hand, ail exciting frequencies in the neighbourhood of co^, the (circular) 
resonance frequency, will markedly affect the quantity x. 

In the construction of physical measuring and recording apparatus 
the constants m, r, and k are at our disposal, at least vdthin wide limits. 
These should be chosen so that the shape of the resonance curve is as well 
adapted as possible to the special requirements of the measurement in 
question. Here two considerations predominate. In the first place, it is 
desirable that the apparatus should be as sensitive as possible; that is, for 
all frequencies co in question the value of a should be as large as possible. 
For small values of co, as we have seen, a is approximately proportional to 
1/^, so that the number l//j is a measure of the sensitiveness of the instru- 
ment for small exciting frequencies. The sensitiveness can therefore be 
increased by increasing l/k, that is, by weakening the restoring force. 
The other important point is the necessity for rdative freedom from dis- 

tortion. Let ns assume that the representation /(^) = S y Ts an 

adequate approximation to the exciting force. We then say that the 
apparatus records the exciting force frt) with relative freedom from dis- 

2tz 

tortion if for all circular frequencies co ^ W the distortion factor has 

approximately the same value. This condition is indispensable if we wish 
to derive conclusions about the exciting process directly from the behaviour 
of the apparatus; if, for example, a gramophone or wireless set is to repro- 
duce both high and low musical notes \\dth an approximately correct ratio 
of intensity. The requirement that the reproduction should be relatively 
“ distortionless ” can never be satisfied exactly, since no portion of the 
resonance curve is exactly horizontal. We can, however, attempt to choose 
the constants m, k, r, of the apparatus in such a way that no marked 
resonance occurs, and also in such a way that the curve has a horizontal 
tangent at the beginning, so that o{co) = a remains approximately con- 
stant for small values of co. As we have learned above, we can do this by 
puttiug 

2km — r- = 0. 


Given a constant m and a constant k, we can satisfy this requirement by 
adjusting the friction r properly, e.g. by inserting a properly chosen re- 
sistance in an electrical circuit. The resonance curve then shows us that 
from the frequency 0 to circular frequencies near the natural circular 
frequency coq of the imdamped system the insixurnent is nearly 
distortionless, and that above this frequency the damping is considerable. 
We therefore obtain relative freedom from distortion in a given 
interval of frequenei^ by first choosing m so small and h so large that 
the natural eircuiar frequency coq of the undamped system is greater than 



5^9 


XI] THE NON-HOMOGENEOUS EQUATION 

any of the exciting circular frequencies under consideration, and then 
choosing a damping factor r in accordance with the equation 
. = 0 . 


Exai^iples 

For the equations in Ex, 1-5 find the solution satisfying the initial 
■ conditions a?{0) — 0, cr(0) = 0. For equations 1-4 state also the amplitude, 
the phase, and the value of co for which the amplitude is a maximum; 

h x + -\-2x = cos cof. 

2. z -r oc-r ^ = cos cat 

3. z-r X -j- z — sin cat 

4. 2x + 2x X — cos cat 

5. Z + 4:X 4x = cos cat 


4. Additional Remarks on Differential Equations 

A more systematic study of difierential equations is made 
in Volume II, Chapter VI. Here only a few additions to the 
preceding special theory will be given. 


1. Homogeneous Linear Differential Equations of Order n with 
Constant Coefficients. 


More complicated vibration problems lead to a linear differen- 
tial equation for the unknown function x{t) of the independent 
variable, of the form 


d^x , d^-^x 

dt^ dt^-^ 


. . . + = 0 , 


where are constants and n is a. positive integer. We 

can solve this by a method similar to that for the case n = 2 
(p. 504). 

Let X ~ If we substitute this function and its derivatives 
in the differential equation and remove the common factor 
we obtain the following equation of the ^^-th degree for A: 

/(A) = A- + aiA«“i+,.. + an = 0. 

If A is a root of this equation, satisfies the differential equation. 

We shall now examine the various possibilities. Let Aj^, A 2 , . . , , 
A„ be the roots of the equation /(A) = 0, so that 
= (A-«- AJ(A-~ A2)...{A~- A«). 
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First assume tFat aE the roots are dijSerent. If all tiie 
are real, tFen we obtain n linearly independent solutions 
exactly as before, Tbe general solution is any Hnear combination 

-f- + . . . + 

of these. The constants c„ can be so determined that x and its 
first n — 1 derivatives take arbitrary pre-assigned values at time 
t = Q. To do this we must solve the following system of n 
linear equations 

+ ^2 + • • - + c«=rr(0), 

-r AgCg Xrfin = 

-f + . . . + A„-ic«= 

If two of the roots are equal, say A^ = A 2 , then not only 
but also is a solution. This can be verified as follows: 
since /(A) = 0 has a double root A == A^ = Ag, by a well- 
known theorem in algebra it follows that 

/'(A) = -j- 

Now, by Leibnitz’s rule for the derivative of a product (p. 202), 

Substituting in the differential equation, we have 
^e^?(An4-aiA”-^4- ...-r<2^n)-re^^(^A’»-^4-(?i-- l)aiA'*-2-{- .. .-f 
= i6V(A) + e^V'(A)=0, 

since /(A) = 0 and by the above remark on double roots /'(A) = 0. 

In the same way if A^, A 2 , . - . , A^ are equal, we obtain the 
following linearly independent solutions: 

which may be combined to give a general solution depending 
on Cl, Cg, . . . , c„. These parameters again enable us to adapt the 
solution to n pre-assigned conditions, so that for i = 0 we can 
fix the value of a;(0) and its first n — 1 derivatives. 

* THs equations always has a solntion if the roots are unequal, for 

the detenninant of the coefficients is not zero. 
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If tiie equation lias complex roots, then by a theorem in algebra 
the roots occur in pairs, each one with its conjugate. Just as 
in the case n =2, we obtain solutions of the form 

cos j8t . and sin where = a + Ag = a — 2 ^. 

A few examples will serve to illustrate the above. 

ExampUl. _ + 2 _ - _ - 2a: = 0, 

/(X) == X3 + 2X2 - X - 2 =- 0. 


The general solution is a; — c^e-* -j- 
A particular solution for which a; — 2, a;' = 0 at ^ 
X e~~^. 


Example 2. 


di^ ‘ 


d^x 
' ' 


dx 

dt 


-h a;= 0. 


The general solution is a; = -}- c^te^ -f- Cge-h 


0 is given hy 


Example 3. ^-2^ + 4= 0, 

cue cut 

/(X) = X3 — 2X + 4 = (X -f 2) (X — 1 + t) — 1 — »). 
The general solution is a; = Ci€“2< -f cos^ -p sin^. 


2. Bernoulli’s Equation. 

An equation of the type 

where A and B are functions of t alone, is called a linear equation. 
In the case jB = 0, if a; = a(^), x = are solutions, any linear 
combination of a and ^ is also a solution. We shall now 
consider the slightly more general type 

^ + A(t)x = Bitjx", 
at 

where n is a positive integer. This is known as Bemoulh*s 
equation. 

Eirst consider the simpler case where B is zero, i.e. where 
dx 
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RewTiting tie equation as — = — A{t)dt, we see that it can be 

X 

integrated immediately as follows: 

log a; = — J A(t)dt + c, 

X — 

if we write e® = v. 

Let us now try to satisfy Bernoulli’s equation by a function of 
tEe form a; = where we assume that is a variable, 

so that 

^ ^ e-P*'* — vAe-S^^^. 

dt dt 


Substituting, we have 
dt 


which can be integrated at once, giving 

a;i-B = (1 _ 

The above method is very important and may be applied 
in many cases. It is called the method of variation of 'para- 
meters. (For further details, see Volume II, p. 445.) Note 
that our solution is expressed in terms of integrals which can- 
not in general be expressed in terms of the elementary functions. 



Example, — Consider tiie equation 




^ — tx= iPx^. 



dt 

Let 



then 

dx 

-j- — tve' 


dt 

dt 


dv it* 
~dt^ * 


and the equation becomes 

or 

dt tP' 

By integration, 

— 1 = (^2 — . 2)e^*’ 4* c, or 1 =: 2 — -f- 

«? X 

This result could have been obtained by direct substitution in the 
formula given above, but actually to carry the method through is far 
more iustruetire. 
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3. Other Differential Equations of First Order Solvable by 
Simple Integration. 

There are a few other types of differential equations of the 
first order which can be solved by integration (although in most 
cases the integration cannot be performed explicitly in terms 
of elementary functions). 

The fihst method we shall consider is that of separation of the 
variables. If the differential equation can be brought into the 
form 

A{x)dx+ B{y)dy =0, 

the variables are said to be separable. The solution obviously is 
Ja(x) dx+j B{y) % + c = 0. 

Example. — Consider the equation 

yy' 4- = X. 

Here 

ydy 4- x{y^ — l)dx = 0, or ^ 4- xdz = 0; 

2/2— 1 

hence 

Jlog( 2/2 — 1) 4- == c, or (y^ — l)e®' = /:. 

Another type of equation which can be solved is of the form 
M{x, y)dx+N(x, y)dy =0, 

where M and N are homogeneous functions of x and y of the 
same degree. In this case the fraction MjN is a function of yjx 
only, and we may write 

dx 

If we put y = XV, this becomes 
dx 

The variables x, v are now separable as follows: 

dx __ dv 
X f{v) — v 

* That is, y'B{y) -r ^{x) = 6. 
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Integrating, we have 


log* = J- 


dv 
/(*) — V 


Example , — Consider the equation 

{2^/xy — x)dy 4 - ydx = 0. 


Substituting y =» vx, ve have 

— l)x(v 4 - X 4 - vx = 0 , 

^ dxf 

v{2v^”‘ -!) + « + x(2v^l^ —1)^=0, 

dx 

dx ^ dv dv dv 


Integrating, we have 
or 


logo; = — logu — V ^ -j- c 
log^ -h 'v'jc/y = c. 


4. Differential Eanations of the Second Order. 

There are a few types of non-Hnear differential equations 
whose solutions can also be found by integration. One type has 
already been discussed implicitly in Chap. V (p. 297) when we 
studied the motion of a particle on a given curve. This type 
is as follows: 

-Pf \ 

■9 

Let «? = ^, so that 
dt 

dP^x dv dv dx dv 

dP dt dx dt dx 

and our equation becomes 
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THs may be regarded as an equation of the first order with v 
as dependent and x as independent variable. Separating the 
variables and integrating, we have 

=f{x)dx 

=2j f(x)dx+ c or 

Then 

dx 

{x)dx-\- 6 




which can be solved by integration (although in general it is 
impossible to carry out the integration explicitly). 

This device aids us to solve equations of the following types: 



which reduce respectively, when we write v = — , to 

at 

= 0 . 

These are equations of the first order which may be solvable 
by the preceding methods. This solution, after v has been re- 
placed by “, will again be a difierential equation of the first 
dt 

order, which must be solved for x, A few examples will make 
the process clear. 
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Emjjiph 1 , 


2 a^^=l. 
dx da^ 


Let ^ = p. The equation becomes 
dx 

2ap ^ = 1 . 

dx 

Integrating by separating the variables, we have 

x-{- Cl, 


Va^= Vx 4- Cj. 
dx 


By integration. 
Squaring, we have 
Example 2. 


Va{y + Co) = f (a; -jr 
a{y + Co)2 = |(a; -f 


da^ dx 


Let ^ = j 5 . 
dx ^ 


(1 -f- X-) ^ xp — 0, or ^ — 

dx * p 


Integratmg, we have 


Jogj? = — J log(l -j- x^) + c, 

p = ci(l -f x^)-^^^ 


whence 
Example 3. 


dp^ (h 
dx V 1 -f 

p — Co + Cl ax sinha. 


d:^ 


= 1 -^ 
\dxJ 


Let ^ = 23 , then = p^. We have 
dx da? dy 

1 — p®, or 


1— p2 


xdx 

iT^’ 






Examples 

Solve the differential equations in Ex. 1-22, 

1. (1 y^)dx — (y — V 1 + y) (1 -f- xf^dy = 0. 

2. + y^)dy — Zx^ydx. 8. yi).ogx—lo^y)dy-'Xdx^(}. 

4. xy' y = y^logx. 5. (1 -r y’'^)dx = (arc tan?/ — x)dy, 

6. yy' + — sin a;. 

7. (x^y^ -r x:y + 1)?/ + [x^y^ — x-y^ — xy l)xy' = 0. 


8. ZyY + f = 3:—\. 

9. sin a: cos 2/ da ; -7 cos a; sin ?/d?/ 

10. (1 + e^‘^)dx + e‘“'’'(l -"^iy 

= 0. 

dt^ dt^ dt 

i7.fM^-(^y+i=o. 

dx’‘ Via;/ 

12.^-6^+9^=0. 
dt^ dt^ dt 

18. 

dx^ dx^ 

13.^^ + 2^ + ,= 0. 

dx^ dx^ 

19. (1 -{- a;2) ^ -!- 2a: ^ = 0. 

dx^ dx 

u. ^ ^ ^ = 0. 

doc^ dx^ dx 

20. (1 - t/) ^ 4- 2 (^) = 0. 

dx^ Via;/ 

■s-S-aS + i'-o- 

dx^ dx^ 

21.:.f|=2(jy-. 

di^ ^dt^ 

dx^ dx 

22.(l-i=)ff-4=2. 

c?l- dt 


23. Find the motion of a particle moving in a straight line under the 
attraction of a force varying as the inverse square of the distance torn the 
origin. 




SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT THEOREMS 
AND FORMULiT 


1. Hyperbolic Functions. 

2. Convergence of Sequences and Series. 

3. Differentiation. 

4. Integration. 

5. Uniform Convergence and Interchange of Infinite Operations. 

6. Special Limits. 

7. Special Definite Integrals. 

8. Mean Value Theorems. 

9. Expansions in Series: Taylor Series, Fourier Series. 

10. Maxima and Minima. 

11. Curves. 

12. Length of Arc, Area, Volume. 


1. Hyperbolic Functions 

(pp. 183-189) 


siulia; = 
cosh CP = 

cosh^ic — sinh^a; = 1. 


^ . smh.x 

tanha? = — - — 
cosh a? 






cotha? = 


1 

tanha? 


gCC 




cosh^a? = 


1 

1 — tank- 33 


cosh (a; ± y) = cosha? coshi/ ± sinhir sinhy. 
sinh(a3 ±y) = sinha? cosht^ + cosh a; sinhtir. 

Gosh^x = |(cosh2a; + 1). sinh^a; = | (cosh2a3 — 1). 

ar sinhcp = log{a3 + + ^)}* 

ar coshas = log{a? + — ^)} 

(e798) 629 35 
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ar tanFaj = | log - — ^ — (| a; | < 1). 

1 Oj 

ai cotha: = \ log ~ (| a; | > 1). 

X — 1 


2. Convergence of Sequences and Series 
1. Infinite Seanences (p. 38). 

Cauchy's Convergence Test (p. 40). A sequence of numbers 
is convergent if, and only if, for every positive quantity € 
there exists a number N such that 

i On — 1 < e 


when n'> Ni w > 2V'. 

Operations with limits (pp. 41-42). If lima„ and lim6^ exist, 
then 

lim(a,j X bn) = lima„ x iim6„; 

n — ^co ji— ^co n — ^cc 

lim(a„.6„)= Iim6„; 

n—>-oo n—^oo n—>co 

lima^ 

lim ^ provided lim6„ 4= 0. 

n-^:cOn lnnb„ 7i->oo 

> 00 


2. Infinite Series (p. 365 et seq,). 

Cauchy's Convergence Test (p. 367). The series converges 
if, and only if, for every positive quantity e there exists a number 
N such that 

I On 4- Gn-M a^ \ <. € 

when m:> n>^ N. 

Note . — ^AUthe following criteria are sufficient but not necessary. 

Principle of comparison of series (p. 377). converges 

if numbers exist such that ^ | for all values of n and 

S6» converges. 
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Eatio test and root test (p. 378). Sa„ converges if there is a 
ntiinber N, and also a number q<l, such that 


^n+l 


<q or ^|a„l <2 


for all values of » > IV; in particular, if there is a number h < 1 
such that 


lim 

n— >00 


or lim -^1/ 1 I = k 

Uji ji-~>oo 


diverges if there is a number h>l such that 


lim 

n— > 00 




= k or lim ^ I I = /:. 


Leibnitz's Test (p. 370). converges if the terms have 
alternating signs and j [ tends monotonically to zero. 


3. Dipfeeentiation 


1. General Eules (Fundamental Ideas, p. 88 et seq.). 

{f{^) ± 9i^)}' =/'W ± ?'(*)• 

+ + • • • -f 

(Leibnitz’s Rule, p. 202.) 


If /(:r) = ?{#)}, 
df _dg 64 
dx 64 dx’ 


(fa® 34 ^ 


^ and so on (pp. 
W/ 153e<seg.,202). 


Chain rule. 
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SUMMARY OF FORMULA 


If u=f{^, .), where f = i{x, y), rj = rj{x, y), . 

u^x +-•• 

+ ^fH^xVx+^f(sidx+ ... 


I ^ XX 1 XX * ^^^XX * * • J 

with corresponding formula for Uxy and Uyy (p. 476). 

Implicit functions. If F[x, y) = 0, 

^= — 1^ 
dX Fy 

d^y _ Fxx F/ - 2Fxy F^ Fy + F^y Fx^ 


dx- 


F 3 

V 


(p. 483), 


Functions expressed in terms of a parameter. If a; = x{t) 

y = y[t\ 

dy _ dy jdx 
dx dt ] dt 

Inverse functions. 

dy T fix 

i=Vi 


dx I dy 
If I = ^{x, y), 7] — iji(x, y), 

dx _ ijfy dx _ _(j>y dy _ _ifix 9y _ (f>x 


(p. 262). 

(p. 145). 


where 


di D dy 


D-- 


V) . 


d(x,y) 

(functional determinant or Jacobian) 


D’ di D’ dy D’ 

= ^xh — ^vi’x 

(p. 479). 


'f’x 4>y 

^x i>v 


2. Special Formulae (pp. 94-96, 139-141, 149-160, 167 et seq., 
186-187). 

(a;")' = 

1 


(sina;)' = oos®. 


(arc sin®)' : 


^/{1-x^) 

1 

^{l-xS 


(cosa:)' = —sin®. 


(arc cos®)' = 
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(tana;)' = — ^ = sec^a;. (arc tana;)' = — i . 

cos“^ a; ^ .. ' ^2 

(cota;)' = — —cosec^a;. (arc cota;)' = — L__. 

sin a; ... j... 


(sin]ia;)'= cosh a;, 
(cosh a;)' = sinha;. 


(arsinha;)' = 


va + ^) 


(tanha;)'= 


cosh^a; 


(ar cosh a;)' = -f 

(:c>l). 

ssech^a;. (artanha;)'= — ^ — (| a; | < 1). 


(cothx)'=--^=-cosech2a;. (arcothx)' = (1 x i > 1). 


(log^x)' = - logoS; 

X 

in particular, 
(logx)'=t 


{a^^y = a‘ log, a; 
in particular, 

(e*)' = e*. 


(u^y — u^{vu'lu + v' logw). 


4. Integration 

1, General Rules (Fundamental Ideas, p. 79 seq.), 
fix) dx + fix) dx =_£ fix) dx. 

fix)dx=:-f^ fix)dx. 

y {/(») + =f^ /{*) 9i^) 

r Gf[x) dx = c [ f(x) dx (pp. 81 et seq., 141). 

Ja ‘'a 

Estimation of integrals. If /(x) ^ gix), b'^ a, 

[ /(a;) dx^J gix) dx (p. 126). 

“'a •'o 
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Integration by Parts (pp. 218-219). 

/ J(x) 9 '(«i)dx=f(x)g(x) \ —f f(x)g{x)dx. 

Q, ' d ^ Q. 

Method of substitution (pp. 207-212). 

fjix) dx f{4,{u)}4’{u) du, 
where a — ^(a), b = ^(^). 

Connexion between difierentiation and integration (p. Ill et seq.). 
I fj(u)du=f{x). 

Improper Integrals (pp. 197-254). 

If f{x) is continuous except at the point x = b where it 
becomes infinite, J f{x)dx is (absolutely) convergent, if in the 
neighbourhood of a; = 6 

I f(x) I ^ 

where < 1 (p. 248). 

J f{x)dx converges (absolutely) if 

where v > 1, for values of x^ A (p. 250). 


2. Special Formulse (pp. 82-87, 128-130, 142 ef seq., 151, 168 
et seq., 206, 208-209, 210, 213-217, 220 et seq.). 


Jx^dx — ■ 


fa-dx=~. 
log a 


J logo? dx= X loga; — x. 
r 1 

/ - logs «?»= J (log a:)l 

V £C 


fx^logxdx= (logx— -J—); a4=— 1. 

o+l\ 0+1/ 
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j' sina? dx — 


'COS a;. 


r 


cosx dx = sin a;. 


J sink a? dx = cosha^. 
J cosh a; dx ~ sinha:. 


y'tanir dx — — log | cosx |, J tanhx dx = log cosh a:. 
J cotx dx = log I sina; [. Jcotkx dx = log| sinha; [. 

J arc sinicc^a; = x arc sina? -j- VO- 
J arc Gosxdx = x arc co&x ~ VO — 

J arc tanxdx — x arc tana; — ^ log{l -p x-). 

J arc cotxdx — x arc cota; + | log{l -f a:-). 


far 

V 

/ar 

/ar 


smkxdx = a; ar sinha; — ^(1 x^), 

QO^hxdx = a; ar cosha; — ^^{a;^ — 1). 
tanha;c?a; = a; ar tanha; + i log (1 — a;-). 
cotha;c^x = a; ar cotha; + J log(a;^ — 1). 


/ dx . , Qi 

_ — = log tan- 
sina; 2 




fJfL. == log tan (~ + ^ (tanh 

cosa; ^ \2 4/ J cosha; \ 2/- 


: 2 ar tanh (*«0- 


f - — ^ — == log I tana; |. f - 
J sinrr coaa; si 


/; 


Sin a; cos a; 
dx. 

sin^a; 
dx 


= —cot a;. 

sin^a; 


cos^a; 


tana;. 


dx 


/; 


sinha: cosha; 
dx 


■ log I tanha; j. 


/, 


sinh^a; 

dx 

cosh^x 


—cothx. 

tanhx. 
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Jsin^xdx = -|(a; — sin a; cos a?). 
Jcos^xdx = 1(53 + sin a; cosa3). 


dx 1 ^ /ctj^ 

-r-^ — — r -I ( I 

sin- 53 -r 0 “ QO&^x ao \b 


^ 0 ? sin^a: 


= — -- ar tanJi 


a3— 6^ cos^sc ah 


tan 53 ^ I 

(^tanx)J 


cij h =1= 0» 


r dx 1 ^ X 

f ^ ^ arc tan 

x^+ oP' a a 


— -artaii]i?=ilog ^^ — -, if|a:|<a. 
r dx ® a 2a a-{-x 

j X- — 1 ^ I T—n 

— -ar coth- = ~ log^ , if 1 53 1 > a, a > 0. 

\ a a 2a x+a 


r dx 

J v'(a2_a32) 


, . 53 

-r arc sin 


1 . a 

■ - arc sin-. 
a X 


,53 d x^{x- — a^) I 1 a 


- arc cos-. 
a X 


dx 


/ QiUi/ 2/ 

- — - = arsiuh- = Iog{±a: + 

/ dx X 

± - «^)}. 


r dx j. . , v*» X 

/ — 7 -T-^ — 5 ; = — ~ ar sinh - = — - 
dxy{x--ra-} a X a 


^ ar sink ?= - 1 log +«+ + 

jr, « O 


■J x\f((r—x-) a X a x 
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J y^{a^ — x^)dx^ — ^ arc cos - + — x^). 

f \/ix^ — a^) ^ ar cosi ? + -x \/(^^ “ 

2 a 2 

f ^ T- cfi)- 

J Jl d 2i 


I = - — ar tanh 

J x^+2bx+c ^/{b^ — c) ^/{b- — c) 

= - ^ W V(6^~cj-~x-5 ! 

2 — c) ^”(52 _ ^ 

if c < i.e. x^ + 26x + c = 0 has real roots. 

r dx 1 4 . ^ 'T b 

Jx^-]-2bx + c '\/{c~~b^) \/{c~b-) 

if c> b^, i.e. x^ + 26x + c = 0 has imaginary roots. 

f siiibxdx = e^^{a sin6x — b cosbx). 

J a^-\- 0^ 

cosbxdx = „ ^ — e^^{a cos6x + b smbx), 

J a^+b^ 

r -, sin’^+^x 

/ sin^x cos X ax = — . 

J ^^ + 1 

Recurrence ForrnulcB (p. 221 et seq.). 
f cos’^xdx = - cos’'-’-x sina: + cos”-Hdx. 


sin’‘xdx= sin' 

n 


- sin’‘-% cos® + - — ^ f sin’'-^xdx. 

n •J 


j x'^ QOS>xdx = x'^ sinx — nj x” ^ sinx^i^x. 

J x^ sinxc?x = — x^ cosx njx'^ ^ cosxdx. 


P ^ sin'^+^xcos” ^x , n— 1 C 

J == '^m+nr 


sin’” X cos””"^ xdx. 
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J (logx^dx = jc(logcc)^ ~~ 

J x^e^dx = x'^e^ — 7 iJ x'^~^e^dx. 

/ ^ffl-rl / Iqat 22, /* 

x°-([ogxYdx— x^{logx)^~^dx (a 4 = —1) 

a + 1 a + 1*^ '* 


I 


dx 


(1 + x^Y ^(n-l)(l + 2 (n - 1) ^ (1 + 




2n~ 3 


It 


dx 


3. Integration of Special Types of Functions. 

(a) Rational Functioyis. These are reduced to the following 
three fundamental types by resolution into partial fractions 
(pp. 226-234): 

r _ ___ 1 1 

J [x — a)” n — 1 {x — 

r dx _ 1 r du 

J {x“ -r 2bx -p c)” (c — 5 ^)””- (1 + 

where c — b^> 0, u — {x-\- h)j\/{c — b^), 


the integral on the right being evaluated by the last recurrence 
formula given above; 

r xdx 

J (x- + 2bx -f c)” 

^ ^ ^ r 

2 {n — 1) (sc^ + 2bx + c)”“i J (x^-f 2hx+ c)^’ 

where the integral on the right is of the type immediately pre- 
ceding. 

In what follows R denotes a rational function. 

(6) J R{smx, Gosx)dx (p. 237). 

1 /2 

Substitutioa: t = tan so that sina; = , cos® = 

dx 2 2 l + l + i2’ 
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If, however, R is an even function or involves tana: alone, the 
following substitution is more convenient: 

u = tanx, sin^x = cos^a: = — ^ — , — = — ^ — . 

1 + I + dll 1 + w- 


(c) y'i2(cosha:, smhx)dx (p. 237). 


X 1 ' #2 

Substitution: ^ = tanh-, so that sinha:= cosh a: = — — ? 

2 1-^^, 

dt 1 - «"■ 


(d) jR(e’^=‘)dx. 

dx 1 

Substitution; t = e™*, — = — . 

dt mt 

(e) j R{x, V(1 - ^^))dx (pp. 237-238). 


Substitution; 


(/) fR{x,V{^^-l))dx(p. 238), 


va-«-)-j-y sr-(r;T=ii' 


Substitution: 


(S') ^5(0;, VCl + (p- 238). 


% dx _ 4t 
It “ (1 - ?-)- 


Substitution: 

« = * H- + 1). = 4r’ = 4r’ 


(Ji) J R {x, ^/(ax^ + 2ha: + c))dx (p. 239). 

The substitution | = - reduces this integral to 

Y I ac — 1 

one of the three preceding types. 



3 SUMMARY OF FORMUL^F; 

(i) ^J{ax -f h), -sjicx -j- d)) dx (p. 239). 

Substitution: | == \/(cx + c?) or x — - — c^), -- = 

c 0 

® /*("■ ;/(S^))* 

Substitution: 

f = " // a; = — ^ ntn- 

V \c:ic -f d/' — a {ci^ — af 


5. Uniform Convergence and Interchange of Infinite 
Operations 

For the definition of uniform convergence see p. 391. 

A series wliicli is uniformly convergent in a closed interval 
and whose terms are continuous functions represents a con- 
tinuous function in that interval (p. 393). 

If I fn{x) I ^ and Sa„ converges, S/„(a:) converges uniformly 
(and absolutely) (p. 392). 

Interchange of Summation ayid Differentiation pp. 396-397). Any 
convergent series of continuous functions may be differentiated 
term by term, pro^fided the resulting series converges uniformly. 

Interchange of Summation and Integration (p. 394). Any 
uniformly convergent series of continuous functions may be 
integrated term by term. The resulting series also converges 
uniformly. 

6. Special Limits 


Stirling's Formula (p. 361). 


lim 

71— > CO 


n\ 


= 1. 


Wallis's Product (pp. 223-225, 363, 445). 

fj / 2% \ 

2 ”■ \2n - 1 2n + 1/ 


\/^ = 


77— > 3C 


(}ll)222n 

(2n)l^n 


(For infinite products, see pp. 419-422). 
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6“^ = lim ( 1 -f ?y 

n->oci\ 71/ 

(p. 175). 

CO 1 M -j 

Us)= S \-n ^ ,>1 

n = in^ p 1 — 

(p. 420). 

“ / x^\ 

sin ttx ■ = Tra: n { 1 — _ ) 

n=l\ W 

(p. 445). 

Definition of the Gamma Function (pp, 250- 

-251). 


r{x)= f e-H^-^dx (x^l): 
•^0 

r{x + 1) = xr(xy, 

a? is a positive integer w, 

r(^^) = {n~ 1)! 

Order of magnitude of functions (pp. 190-195). 


gCX 

lim — = CO, if c > 0 

A*— >00 X"' 

(p. 192). 

lim =0, if a > 0 

^ 00 X 

(p. 192). 

lim x°- log(r= 0, if a > 0 

X — ^ 0 

(p. 195). 

7. Special Definite Integrals 



Orthogonality relations of the trigonometric functions (p. 217 ). 

. . 7 [0, iim =4= 

smmx sinnxax = \ .» , .. 

J-jr [tt, if m = n, 71 =i= U. 


; cos ?ix dx = 0. 


^ + 7r 

j 

J — TT 

, fO, if m 4= 

/ cos mx cos nx dx = - . » 

Itt, if m = 'll, 


n =}= 0, 


„ 1 

/ dx= 

Jo 2 

(p. 496). 

sina; , 1 

/ (iX= -TT 

Jo X 2 

(pp. 251-253, 418, 450). 
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8. Mean Value Theoeems 

Mean Value Theorem of the Differential ■Calculus (p. 103). 

=f'(x+ eh), o<e<i. 

k 

If f{x)—f{x-T-h)=0, tMs gives Rollers Theorem (p. 105): 
between two zeros of the function there is always a zero of 
the derivative. 

Generalized Mean Value Theorem (pp. 135, 203). 

fib)—f{a) /•'(!) 

g{b) — g{a) g’{^)’ 

where | is a value between a and 6 . 

Taylor's Theorem (pp. 320-323). 

/(x+A)=/(c.) + A/'(a;) + |/''(x) + . . . + 

with the remainder (pp. 323-324). 

^ {x + 'r)dr 

-= - BY {x + eh) {0 <6 < 1 ). 

Mean Value Theorem of the Integral Calculus (p. 127). 
f{^)dx = {b — a) f{$), where a^ 

£fi^) Pi^) =/(^) dx, 0 . 
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9. Expansions in Series: Taylor Series, Foupjer Series 

1. Power Series (for definition, see p. 398). 

(a) Power Series in General. 

00 

Any power series 

n = 0 

in one variable lias a radius of convergence p (whicli may be zero 
or infinite); tbe series converges when | < p, and in fact it con- 

verges uniformly and absolutely in every interval | x | ^ 77 , where 
rj < p; when | x | > p, the series diverges (p. 400). 

If the remainder in Taylor’s theorem tends to zero as n 
increases, we have the infinite power series (p. 325) 

f{x + A) = fix) + ix) + |/"(*) + • • • + ^ + - - • • 


(6) Special Taylor Series (pp. 316-319, 326-330, 405-409, 
422-423). 

/vi2 /y»3 /y«4 ty n 

log(l + x) = a;-l+?-T+-... + (-irV+--- 


2 3 4 


for —1 < X ^ 1. 


e-=l + ^ + ^, + ... + ^+... 

1 ! 2! n\ 

/y«3 /7»5 

o I fo^ 

cos. = 1 - I + ^ ' values 

/y.3 ^5 ^2n+-l 

sinh.= .+ J + | + ... + ^-^^+-. 

/y»2 /y»4: /v«2w 

cosK.= l + | + | + ... + ^+... 
v=i ( 2 v)! 

00 C)2.v -D 

xcotx= S for- 7 r<x< 77 , 

v=o (2p)1 

where the quantities B 2 y are BernoulWs numbers (p. 423). 
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arc sin a? 


, 1 0 .^ , 1.3 , 1.3.5 cr' 

X ~r~ - -t— S- — ^ "T" • • • 

^^'3 *^45 2467 


1 a;3 1.3a:5 i.s.Sa;" , 

ar siiiJia!: = x — — - — — + 

2 3 2.4 6 2.4.6 7 

0(^ 

arc tan£C = x — — — b • • • 

3 o 

ar tanhac = x + ~ + ~ + • • • 

3 5 


for 

-lga;<l. 


for \x\ < 1. 


Binomial Series, 

= (a-2) . . (a->^+l) ^„ _ 

21 n\ 

if a > —1 for aa = 1 also, 
if a ^ 0 for £C = —1 also; 


in particular, 
1 


1 -r ^ 
1 

(1-r^)^ 


= 1 — ic4-a;2 — 

= 1 — 2a; -f 3^;^ — -| . . . , 


, 1 


V(l + a:)==l + ^x- 


1 

2.4‘ 


1.3 


2.4.6 


1.3.5 

‘2. 4. 6. 8 


x ^-\ — ... 




, 1 , 1.3 . 1.3.5 3 , 1.3. 5. 7 , , 


2 ■ 2.4 2.4.6 


2. 4. 6. 8 


Elliptic integral: 


r ! 

Jo V(l- 


■\/(l — sin^^) 


2 I 
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2. Fourier Series. 

If the function f{x) is sectionally smootli in tlie iiiterrai 
— 77 ^ ^ 77, i.e. if its first derivative is sectionally contiiiuoiiSj 

the Fourier series 

1 

f (x) ~ ~aQ H («v cos px + b^, sin vx), 

Z v=l 

1 1 

where f{t) cos vt dt, b^~- / f(t) sin vt dt 

is absolutely convergent throughout the whole interval If 
f{x) has a finite number of jump discontinuities, while elsewhere 
f'{x) is sectionally continuous, the series converges uniformly in 
every closed sub-interval which contains no discontinuities of 
f{x). At every point at which f(x) is continuous, the series 
represents the value of the function f(x), while at every point 
of discontinuity of f{x) it represents the arithmetic mean of the 
right-hand and left-hand limits off{x) (pp. 417-450). 


10. MaXII^IA and hllNIMA 

The following rule holds only for maxima and minima in tlie 
interior of the region under consideration. 

In order that ^ may be an extreme value of the fuiietion 
y = f{x), f'{i) must vanish. When this condition is satisfied there 
is a maximum or minimum if the first non-vanishing derivative 
of f{x) is of even order; if it is of odd order, there is neither a 
maximum nor a minimum. In the former case there is a maximum 
or a minimum according as the sign of the first non-zero deri- 
vative is negative or positive (p. 158 et seq.). 


11. Curves 

Iii what follows t] are current co-ordinates. 
Equation of the curve: 

(«) y=f{^% (b) Fix, y)= 0, (c) x= 4>it), y= '/'(O- 

(e798^ 36 
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Equation of the tangent at the point {x, y) (p. 263): 

[a) x)f{x), (6) y)F, = 0, 

(c) {I — 4>'{t) = 0. 

Equation of the normal at the point (x, y) (p, 263): 

(a) ^ — aj + ( 5 ? — 2/)/'(«) = 0, (6) (|— x)F,j—{-q — y)F^ = 0, 
(c) { I - («) + {’J - <A(<)} = 0. 


Curvature (p. 281): 
(a) h 




(1 + 2/'^) 

Radius of cuivatuie (p. 282): 


F XxF,/ 2F xyF xFy-\- F yyF^ 

(F^+F^ 


(c\ I- = 


p= 


i-r 


Evolute (locus of centre of curvature) (pp. 283, 307-311): 

y 


1 -1- z/2 1 -f 2/'2 

(a) ^=x-y' ■n=^y+ -y,, ; 


{h) I = a: -f Ej, 


Fxx^y^ xyF ^F y-\- F yyF ^ 

f;- ^ F/ 

FxxFy^ - -^FxyF^Fy + F„F/ 

, > i , : <i^ “T f I I (j>^ ijj^ 


Involute (p. 309): 

f == ic -f (a — s)(r, 77 = + (« — s)«/, 

where a is an arbitrary constant and s the length of arc measured 
from a given point. 

Point of inflection (pp. 159, 266). Necessary condition for a 
point of inflection is 

(a) /= 0 , ( 6 ) - 2F,,F,Fy + FyyF,^ = 0 , 

(c) xy — xy^ 0. 



CURVES 

Angie between two curves (p. 264): 


547 


(6) cos CO = FyGy 

(c) COSCO = 

+ 2/®) V(V + 2/1-) 

In particular, the curves are orthogonal if 

{b) ^ y (^y = 0, (c) xct-^^ yi)-^ = 0; 

the curves touch if 

(b) F^Gy — FyG^— 0, (c) xy^ — x^y — 0. 

Two curves y=f(x), y = g{x) have contact of order n at 
a point X, if 

f{x) = gix), fix) == g'{x), f’'\x) = g^’‘\x). 

/("+«{a:) =|=, 9 ("+i>(a:) 

(pp. 331-333). 

12. Length of Abc, Area, Voloie 

Length of Arc (pp. 276-280). Let a plane curve be given by 
the equations 

(a) y =f{^), (b) F{x, y) = 0, (c) x = y = 

(d) (polar co-ordinates) r — r(0). 

The length of arc is 

(a) s= f ^/{l + y'^)dx, (c) s= f f)dt, 

® = rir dx, id) s = f Vir^ + r'^) iB. 

Area of Plane Surface. The area bounded by the curve 
r= r(d) 

and two radii vectores dg, 6^, where r, 6 are polar co-ordinates, 
is given by 

iTr^dS (p. -275). 

2 •>'^<1 
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Tlie area enclosed by the curve 


tlie two ordinates x= x^. x— Xj, and the x-asis, is 



(p. 80). 


Volume. The volume lying over the region R and bounded 
above by the surface with the equation 

s =./■(»> y) 

is given by 

y =f /(x, ij) dx dy (p. 487). 
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CHAPTER I 

L Prove that if p and q are integers the expansion of pjq as a decimal 
either terminates or recurs from a certain point onward. Prove also that 
every terminating or recurring decimal represents a rational number, 

2. Express 39 in the ternary scale (scale of 3). 

3. How would the number one hundred and fifty-six be written if (a) 
the binary scale (scale of 2), (6) the scale of 4, were in common use? 

4. Express the following numbers in the scale of 12: (a) 1076, (b) 10,000 
(c) 20,736, id) 1/6, (e) 1/64, (/) 1/5. 

5. We can find V2 to one decimal place thus: P = 1 < 2, 2- = 4 > 2, 
therefore 1 < V2 < 2. Next, l-S^ = 1*69 < 2, 1-4- = 1*96 < 2, P5^ = 
2-25 > 2, therefore 1*4 < V2 < 1*5. 

(a) Continue this process one step further. 

(b) Calculate V7 to two decimal places by the same method. 

6. For what values of x do the following inequalities hold? 


(a) + Bx+ I : 0. 

(h) — a; + 1 ^ 


io) 

(d) Zx - 


(2 -p 6 

7. Prove that the arithmetic mean -Jl- of two positive quantities 


a, h k not less than the geometric mean V db, i.e. that 


State when the equality sign holds. 

8. The quantity ^ defined by ^ = + r) is called the harmonic 

^ 2 \a b/ 

mean of the two positive quantities a, 5. Prove that the geometric mean 
is not less than the harmonic mean, i.e. that V ah 
When does the equality sign hold? 

9. * Show that the following inequalities hold, if a, 5, c are positive: 


(а) ^ -p 6c 4" 

(б) {a> 4" 6)(6 "p c){c 4" ^ 8u6c. 

(c) aV 4- 6V + ^abc(a+.h + c). 
549 
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10. The Eiimbers Xj, x^ and (i, k ~ 1, 2, 3) are all posifciTe. In 
addition, a^j. ^ JI and x^^ + A ^ 1. Prove that 

ciiiXj^ -f- 2ai2XiX2 -r • • - + ^ SAT. 

11. "** Prove that if the numbers a^, . . . , and b^, . . . , satisfy 

the inequalities ^ ^ ^ ^ 60 = • • • = 

(!_.,)( 5 »,). 


12. Prove the following properties of the binomial coefficients: 



13. By sumnimg 

v(v -f i)(v 2) . . . (v -f -f 1) - (V - l)v(v -f 1) . . . (v -f h) 
from V = 1 to v = ? 2 , show that 

V v(v -f- l)(v + 2) . . . (V -f k) = + 1) ■ . ■ (ra + -H)^ 

y=i k ~r 2 

14. Evaluate P -f 2^ d- • - - -f by using the relation 

v3 = v(v -f l){v 4* 2) - 3v(v -f 1) d- V. 

15. Evaluate 

(a) — ^ — -j ! — + . . . ^ ; 

1.2.3 2.3.4 n{n + l){n + 2) 

(5) -L -I- Jl- + _L + . . . + 1. . .. 

1.3 2,4 3.5 7i{n -f 2) 

(c) — !: — + — i — + . . . + i 

1.2.4 2.3.0 n{n+ l)(?i + 3) 

16. Find a formula for the n-th term of the foUowing arithmetic pro. 
gr^ioos: 

(а) 1, 2, 4. 7, 11, 16, . . . . 

(б) -7, -10, -9, 1, 25, 68 
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17.* Show that the sum of the first n terms of an arithmetic pro- 
gression of order h is 

4- -r . . . + -r 

where 8^ represents the sum of the first n v-th powers, and a, 6 , . . . , ^ 

are independent of 7i. Evaluate the sums for the arithmetic progressions 
of Ex. 16. 


18.* Prove the binomial theorem 


(o + 6)™ = a" + + . . . - 

by mathematical induction. (See also Chap. Ill, p. 201.) 

19. Find 


• 6« 


2 2.3 ^ 4- 1), 


(a) lim (4 

n — >-ao \I . 

+ • • • + vi)' 


3 2 . 3 . 4 


! Y 

n{n l)(?i -7- 2)/ 


20. If S = 0, prove that lim S a^Vn -f ^ = 0. 

1=0 n — >•» i=0 

21. Prove that lim — = 0. 

n->«2^ 

22. Prove that Hm == 0, 

n-^oc 2 ”' 

23. Prove that lim — 0. 

n — >-00 


24. Prove that lim -{• n) = 0. 

n — >-so 

25. Use Cauchy’s convergence test to show that the following sequences 
converge: 

(a) == -. 

n 


(6) “« = 


71 -h 1 


(o)*a„=l+-+- + 


4- 1 




26.* Show that the limits of the sequences (c), (d) of the previous 
example are reciprocals of one another (so that the l imi t of the sequence 
(d) is l/et ). 
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27. * Prove tliat the liDiit of the sequence 

V'2, V2 + V2, V'2 -f VJTV2, . . . 

(a) exists, (5) is equal to 2. 

28. * Prove that the limit of the sequence 

1 . 1 , ,1 
<2 = _ ... -p- 

n n -j- 1 2n 


exists. ShovT that the limit is less than 1 but not less than 

29. Prove that the limit of the sequence 




i. 


exists, is equal to the limit of the previous example, and is greater than' 
I hut not greater than 1. 

30. Obtain the following bounds for the limit L of the two previous 

1 37 ^ ^ 57 

examples: — < L < —. 

^ 60 60 


31.* Let Uj, bi be any two positive numbers, and let % < hj. Let 

2u,L ^ 

-T- *2= Va,ii, 


and in seneral 


% + 


“ • 1 ‘ ’ *n= 

“n-1 ~ 


Prove that the sequences Uj, a^, . . . and hi, . converge and have the 
same limit. 

32. » If > 0, and lim = l then lim = L. 

33. Use Ex. 32 to evaluate the limits of the following sequences; 

{a) {h)^y{n^^n% (^) ^(^)- 

34. Use Ex. 33(c) to show that 

n\ — 

where is a number whose «-th root tends to 1. (See Chap. VII, Appendix,, 
p. 363.) 

35. Prove that lim ~ 2. Eind a S such that for I a; 1 < 3 the dif- 

X— >0 a: -j- 1 
^ ^ 

ferenee between 2 and — ! — is, in absolute value, (a) less than 3^, (b) less< 
a? + 1 

than (c) less than s, e > 0. 
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X 4- 2 3 

36. (a) Prove that lim Find a B such that for j 1 — s; I < ^ 

the difierence between ? and is, in absolute value, less than e, e > 0. 
Do the same for (6) lim V(1 q^); (c) lim 

a:->2 x-^0 X 

37. Prove that (a) lim — H x) — 1 _ 

a:— >0 X 2 

(6) lim Vx-\-i{Vx+ l~ Vx)= 

a:— >00 

38. Prove that lim (cosTric)^"^ exists for each value of x and is equal to 

m — >05 

1 or 0 according as x is an integer or not. 

39. * Prove that lim [lim (cos Ti:?^! exists for each value of z and is 

M— >00 m — >00 

equal to 1 or 0 according as x is rational or irrational. 

40. Determine which of the following functions are continuous. For 
those which are discontinuous, find the points of discontinuity. 

+ /(0) = 0. 

sma; 

(h) fix) = + ^(0) = 0. 

smic 

(c) f{x) = lim (cos-a:)^”*. 

Wl— ^CO 

{d) f{z) — lim [lim (cosTwIa:)^”^]. 

n — >ao TO — >00 

41. Let f(z) be continuous for 0 ^ a; ^ 1. Suppose further that f{z} 
assumes rational values only, and that f(z) — 4 w'hen 2c — 4. Prove that 
f(^x) = 4 everywhere. 

42. Has the function 

f{z) = 2 sinSa; -f 10 cosoa? 


any real zeros? 

43. * If f{x) satisfies the fxmotional equation 

fix + y)-^f{x) + f{y) 

for all values of x and y, find the values of f{x) at the rational points and 
prove that, if f{x) is continuous, {[x) = cx, where c is a constant. 

44. * Prove a converse of the theorem of uniform continuity; namely, 
that if /(a;) is uniformly continuous in the half-open interval a < a: ^ 5, 
then /(ic) tends to a moique limit as a; -> a (which may be taken as the 
value of /(a)). 
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45. Plot the foDowing graphs, and express the equations in Cartesian 
co-ordinates: 


(a) r~ a -j- h cos0 (Lima 90 ii). 

(b) r = ~ — ? — ~ (EUipse). 

2 — cos6 


, , 2« sm2 6 

(c) r — (Cissoid), 

COSO 

3asin6cos6 - t-. x \ 

(d) r ~ (Fohum of Descartes). 

sin^G 4- cos^G 


46. "* Show that the equation of an ellipse with one focus at the origin is 

1 — e cos (6 — Go) 

47. Let c be the complex number x -r iy represented by a point in a 
Cartesian co-ordinate system. Plot the curves 



j = /j, a, p complex constants. 

!c- ^ I 

(c) I c2 - 1 ; = k. 

48. Let Cj, Co be two complex numbers. Prove that 

(a) i q 4: Co ! ^ I Cl I 4- 1 Co |. 

(p) 1 zb Co i ^ I Cl I 1 C 2 j. 

49. Prove the equality 

i Cl — C 2 p 4* i Cl — Co — 2 I Cl j" d" 2 j Cg 1“ 
and state its geometrical interpretation. 

50. Prove that (cosG -f i sinG)^^ = coskG + i sinwG by mathematical 
induction. 


CHAPTER n 

51.* Prove directly that the derivative of the function 
= sin a; 4= 0; /(O) == 0 

X 

exists at every point and is equal to 

— cos i 4- 2a: sin a; 4 = 0; 0 at a: = 0. 

X X 

Show that although f'{x) is not continuous at a; = 0, nevertheless the 
mean value theorem stiD. applies and the property of Ex. 57 below holds 
good. (See pp. 199, 200 of the text.) 
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52. Draw the graph of the function 

f(x) == a: sin i, a: 4= 0; /(O) = 0 

and find its derivative for a; =4 0. Show that its derivative does not exist 
at a; = 0, but that the difference quotient (M. ~~ x ~^0 has the 

X 

upper and lower limits 1 and —1 respectively. (See p. 199.) 

53. Investigate the behaviour of the function 

f{x) = a; sin ~ + a;2 sin a: =j= 0; /(O) = 0 

X X 

with regard to differentiability. 

54. Prove that the derivative of the function 

f{x) = -- sina;, a; =t= 0; /(O) — 1 

X 

exists at every point and is equal to 

fix) = ~ i sina: + i cosa;, a; =1= 0; f'{0) = 0. 
a:- x 

Show' that f'(x) is continuous, and find f"(x). 

55. If f(x) is continuous and differentiable for a show that if 

f'{x) ^OioT a ^ and f{x) ^ 0 for ^ < a: ^ the function is never 

less than/(^). 

56. * If the continuous function f{x) has a derivative f{x) at each point 
x in the neighbourhood of a; = and if f(x) approaches a limit Z as a; -^4, 
then f'{ 5) exists and is equal to L. 

57. * If f{x) possesses a derivative f'(x) (not necessarily continuous) 
at each point x oi a ^ x b, and if f{x) assumes the values m and JJ, 
it also assumes every value p, between m and M. 

58. If f\x) ^ 0 for all values oixma ^x-^b, the graph oiy — fix) 
lies above the tangent lin%at any point x—'i, y = f(c) of the graph. 
(The curve is convex upwards.) 

59. If f^x) ^ 0 for all values of a; in a ^ rr ^ 6, the graph oiy = f{x) 
in the interval ^ a; ^ aig lies below the line segment joining the two 
points of the graph for which a; = 0;^, a; == x^. 

60. If /"(*) S 0, then g /fa) +/te) _ 

61. Given f{x) = — a:^ -|- 1, find a number S such that for every 

h less in absolute value than 8 and every x in the interval | ^ a:.^ | 
the following inequality holds: 

1 f'(x) — /(^ + I ^ Jl, 
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62. Differentiate directly and write down the corresponding integra- 
tion formula: (a) (6) tana:. 

63. Evaluate 


(a) lim 

n — >•» 


V' 


r.(‘ 


1 

V2 



(6) lim i fl -f 

71 \ 


o ” , o Stt 

sec- — + sec- — - 
471 4?i 


. . . -f sec^ ~Y 
4?i/ 


64. Prove that 

(a) 

65. Show that 


(z^ - 1)2 (Ja = p; (5) 

.7-h<r 


da: 1 

X V 


and 


1.1. . 1 . 


/ 

-'l 


a; 2 n —1 


1 1 /**' dx 

Prove that the sequence 1 + -+••• + -— / — > v = 1, 2, . . . , is a 

2 V Ji X 

decreasing sequence and is bounded below. 

66.* Let f{x) be a function such that f"ix) ^ 0 for all values of x, 
and let u = u{t) be an arbitrary continuous function. Then 


67.* If a particle traverses distance 1 in time 1, beg innin g and ending 
at rest, then at some point in the interval it must have been subjected 
to an acceleration ^ 4. 


CHAPTER m 


68. Differentiate the following functions: 

(a) Jossinx^ 

(fe) {X 4- 2)^(1 - a:2)i/3(^ ^ lj5/7^ 

, , 7^ siny — cosa: 


69. What conditions must the coefficients a, a, &, c satisfy in order 
that 


oca: ^ 

V [ax? + 26a; c) 

shall everywhere have a finite derivative which is never zero? 
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70. Sketch the graph of the function 

y = 2/(0) = 1. 

Show that the function is continuous at ® == 0. Has the function maxiina, 
Bainima, or points of inflection? 

71. Among ail triangles with given base and given perimeter, the 
isosceles triangle has the maximum area. 

72. Among all triangles with given base and given vertical angle, the 
isosceles triangle has the maximum area. 

73. Among all triangles with given base and given area, the isosceles 
triangle has the maximum vertical angle. 

74. *^ Among ail triangles with given area, the equilateral triangle has 
the least perimeter. 

75. '-*' Among all triangles with given perimeter, the equilateral triansie 
has the maximum area. 

76. ’^' Among all triangles inscribed in a circle, the equilateral triangle 
has the maximum area. 

77. Prove the following inequalities: 

(а) e® > — ^ — , a; > 0. 

1 + X 

(б) e® > 1 4- log(l -fa:), x > 0. 

(c) e® > 1 + (1 + a:)log(l + x), a; > 0. 

78. * Let u, h be two positive numbers, p and q any non-zero numbers, 
p < q. Prove that 

[Qa» + (1 - 6)6”]^'^ ^ j 

[ea« + (1 - e)5«]''' “ 

for all values of 0 in the interval 0 < 6 < 1. 

(This is Jensen’s inequality, which states that the p-th power mean 
[0a® -f (1 — of two positive quantities a, 6 is an increasing function 

of^3,) 

79. Show that the equality sign in the above inequality holds if, and 
only if, a~b. 

80. Prove that lim [0a® -f (1 — 0)6®]^^^ = 

■p — 0 

81. Defining the zero-th power mean of a, h as show that 

Jensen’s inequality applies to this case, and becomes {a 4= h) 

> [6a2 4- (1 — d)b^f'^ according as g ^ 0. 

For g 1, ^ Oa + (1™ ^)b. 

82. Prove the inequality 

^ 0a + (1 - 0)6, 

■a, 6>0, O<0<1, without reference to Jensen’s inequality, and show 
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that equality holds only lia — h. (This inequality states that the 0, 1 — . 0 
geometric mean is less than the corresponding arithmetic mean.) 

S3. If g(x} -> 00 as a; -> 00 , show that log cp(x) is of a lower order and 
g 4 )(x) higher order of magnitude than ©(rr). 

84. If the order of magnitude of the positive function f(x) as a: oo 

is higher, the same, or lower than that of prove that f f{%)dc has the 
corresponding order of magnitude relative to 

85. Compare the order of magnitude as a; of f relative to 

f(x) for the following functions f{x): 

(a) (c) xe^ » 

Vx 

(b) e®. (d) log a;. 

86. Prove that if f{x) is continuous and 


•^0 


then f[x) is identically zero. 

87. Prove that S ix^-^ — 

i=l {x - 1)2 

88. Show that 

where uj^z) is a pohmomial of degree n. Establish the recurrence relation 

2£„ . -I = -T- UJ, 

n-ri ‘ n * 

89. * By applying Leibnitz’s rule to 


dx 


obtain the recurrence relation 

= xu^ -f 

90. * By combining the recurrence relations of Ex. 88, 89, obtain the 
differential equation 

Un" -f ^ 

satisfied by %(«). 

91. Bind the polynomial solution 

u^x) = a;” -f 

of the differential equation — nu^ — 0. 
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1 

92. * If P„(») = ^ - 1)”, prove the relations 

- ^+T) + T+ir^" + ^ ^'•• 

(6) P„+i'=a:P„' + (« + !)?„. 

(C) ^ ((a:» - l)Pn') “ “(» + D^n = 0. 

93, Pind the polynomial solution 


p = + aiX^~^ + • • • -r «n 

” 2^{nl)^ -r X -r . n 


of the differential equation 


dx 


((ie2-i)P/)-n(n4-l)Pn=0. 


1 d^ 

94. Determine the polynomial P„(a;) = — 1)” by 


the binomial theorem. 


2^n! dx^ 


95.* Let - a:)*-”. n= 0, I, 2, . . . , p. 

that ^ ' 


1 = S ^n,s)(^)* 


a; s= S - j)(ic). 

n-ip 


i SI. 

-© 




CHAPTER IV 


Perform the integrations in Ex. 96-101. 


96. 

f^ + ^^dx. 

/ 1 + v® 

99. 

f dx. 

1 1 

97- 

r 2 “ .7.- 

100. 

/' dx 

I^id^+iy 


1 xV{x^”^ — 1) 

98. 

f xdx 

101. 

f dx 

} -^(1 + ») - "^{1 + *) 


} x{X+l)...(.X 


Evaluate the integrals in Ex. 102—107- 

/ft /•ir/6 

102. f ooB”xdcc. 103. cos' 38 sin* 60 d0. 

“'o 


using 

Show 
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n x^^dx 

104. / - 7 - 7 . 

Jq _ a:-) 

105. 

-1 

106. / x^)dx. 

107. 


r 1 ajSn-fl 

• I v(i - 

f x^{l — x^f'^dx, 

Jo JQ ^ ' 

Obtain recurrence formulse for the integrals of Ex. 10S--112, 
lOS. J (logx)'^^ dx. 111. sinhhxdx. 

109. Jx^e^^ siabxdx. 112 . J coshbxdx, 

*. J'x'^e^^ cosbxdx. 

J V(a^ 


no. 


113, Integrate 
results. 


dx 


114* Let P^{x) = 


V(a2 _ x^) 
1 


2^nl dx^ 


in three different ways and compare the 
{x^ — 1)’^. Show that 


f n. 

/■l 2 

115. Prove that J Pj^{x)dx — 

116. Prove that J x'^P^{x)dx = 0 , if 7n < n, 

J J x^P^{x)dx. 


117. Evaluate 


Test whether the improper integrals ui Ex. llS-131 converge or 
diverge. 


118. 

dx 

Jq V {ax — a;'-)’ 

125. 

/ X log sinccc^a;. 

'0 

119. 

dx 

Ji xV(x^ — 1 )’ 

126. 

^co 

/ e-^‘dx, 

/—CO 

120 . 


127. 

f dx. 

'0 

121 . 


128. 

«-/2 

4 (sina:)"' 

122 . 

f e~^x^{logx)^dx. 

Jq 

129. 

dx 

Iq 1 H- sin^d;* 

123. 

1 log sinxiia;. 

Jq 

130. 

xdx 

Iq 1 H- sin® a;’ 

124. 

1 - log sinxdx, 

Jq X 

131.* 

Z**® x‘^dx 

Jq 1 x^ sin®aj* 
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132.* Jlj -^dx convei^es for any positive value of a, and if f{x} 


tends to a limit Z as a: -> 0, show that 
S 

has the value L log 


/ 




dx convenes and 


133. By reference to the previous example, show that 

(«) r 

*^0 

^ cos (vx — cns (\r{, 

dx = locr - 


X "a 


(6) f ” — cos [ia; ^ ^ ^ 

^ Jq ^ 


134.’ 


:.* If / — -dx converges for any positive values of a and b, and if 
Ja ^ 

f(x) tends to a limit ill as a; -> co and a limit I as 0, show that 
^'"/(aa;) - /(pa;) 


l 


dx= (X — Jlf) log -• 


135. Obtain the following expressions for the gamma function: 


T{7i) = 2 J ■ 

r(n) ^log Xu. 


CHAPTER V 


136. Plot the following curves and find their equations in non-para 
metric form: 

/ . 5at^ 5at^ 

[а] X = , y — 

1 + l + 

(б) a; = ui! + 6 sin^, y = a—h cost 

137. * Show that the two families of ellipses and hyperbolas, 
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for X<hi 


— ^ — -}- — U. — = 1, for a < V < b. 

are confocal and intersect at right angles. 

138. Find the pedal curves (see p. 267, Ex. 11) of the following*. 

(a) the ellipse a; == ci cos 0, 2 ^ = & sin0 with respect to the origin; 

(b) the hyperbola x = coshO, y = h sinh0 with respect to the origin, 

(c) the parabola = 4j?a; with respect to the origin; 

{d) the parabola = 4pa; with respect to the focus. 

fETQS) 


37 
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139. Show that the tangent to an ellipse is equally inclined to the 
focal radii drawn to the point of contact. 

140. Show that the tangent to a hyperbola is equally inclined to the 
focal radii drawn to the point of contact. 

141. A constant length I is measured off along the normal to a para* 
bola. Find the curve described by the extremity of this segment. 

142. Find the area bounded by the loop of the curve 

^ yb — Qax~y^ = 0 . 

143. Find the area enclosed by the curve 

4 - 

144. Find the length of arc of the epicycloid 


iC =s= (a -i- 6) cos t — h cos - 


y 


=, {a — h) sini — 6 sin 



t 


reckoned from the initial point t= 0, 

145. Prove that the radius of curvature at a point of the polar curve 
r = /(8) is 



146. * If the curvature of a curve in the a:y-plane is a mono tonic- 
function of the length of arc, prove that the curve is not closed and 
that it has no double points. 

147. Find the moment of inertia of a rod of length L 

{a) with respect to its centre; 

(&) with respect to one end; 

(c) with respect to a point on the line of the rod at a distance d from 
the centre; 

(d) with respect to any point at a distance d from the centre. 

14S. Find the equation of the curves which everywhere intersect the 
straight lines through the origin at the same angle a. 

149. Find the equation of the curves whose normal is of constant length 
h (The “ length ” of the normal is the length of the portion of the 
normal intercepted between the curve and the ic-axis.) 

150. Show that the only curves whose curvature is a fixed constant 
k are circles of radius 1 /k. 

151. Find the equation of the curves whose centre of curvature lies on 
the ar-axis and whose radius of curvature is therefore equal to the length 
of the normal. 
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152. Pind. tlis cq^uation of the curves whose radius of curvature is 
equal to the length of the normal but whose centre of curvature does not 
lie on the cr-axis. 

153. * Obtain the formula for the length of a curve in polar co-ordinates. 


CHAPTER VI 


154. Deduce the integral formula for the remainder by applying 
integration by parts to 

fix -f A) — fix) = /*V(a -f T)t^T. 

-'0 

155. Integrate the formula 

/V - 

n\ •/o 

and so obtain 

un 

R„ = S[x + A) - Six) - hfix) - ... - ^/na;). 

71 1 


156-* Suppose that in some way a series for the function f{x) has 
been obtained, namely 

fix) = flo + 4- -}-... -j- a^x^ -h Bni^), 

where aQ, . . . , are constants, B^ix) is n times continuously differen- 
tiable, and -^0 as ic 0. Show that U;. = (J; = 0 71 ), 

i.e. that the series is a Taylor series. 


157.* Eind the first three non-vanishing terms of the Taylor series 
for sin^a: in the • neighbourhood of a; = 0 by multiplying the Taylor series 
for sin a; by itself. Justify this procedure. 


158. * Find the first three non-vanishing terms of the Taylor series 

RiTi r. 

for tana; in the neighbourhood of a; = 0, by using the relation tana; = , 

and justify the procedure. 

159. * Find the first three non-vanishing terms of the Taylor series 
for V cos X in the neighbourhood of a; = 0, by applying the binomial theorem 
to the Taylor series for cos a;, and justify the procedure. 


160. Find the first four non-vanishing terms of the Taylor series for 
the following functions in the neighbourhood of x ~ 0: 


(a) X cotx. 


(&) 


V sin® 
Vx 


(c) secx. (e) e®*. 

(d) (/) log sina;— logo;. 
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161. Find the Taylor series for arc sina; in the neighbourhood of x = 

by using 

dt 

arc sina; = / — ==. 
do \/ 1 — 


(CL p. 203, Ex. o.) 

162. '^' Find the Taylor series for (arc sinicp. (Cf. p. 203, Ex. 5.) 

163. Find the Taylor series for the following functions in the neigh- 
bourhood of a; = 0: 

(a) sinh~^a:. (6) / e-^^dt. (c) / — — dt. 

Jo Jq t 

164. '*' Estimate the error involved in using the first n terms in the 
series in Ex. 163. 

165. * Two opposite^ charged particles -fe, — e situated at a small 
distance d apart form an electric dipole with moment M = ed. Show that 
the potential energy (a) at a point situated on the axis of the dipole 

at a distance r from the centre of the dipole is ^ (1 -p s), where z is 

approximately equal to — 

4r“ 

(b) at a point situated on the perpendicular bisector of the dipole is 0; 

(c) at a point with polar co-ordinates r, 0 relative to the centre and axis 

of the dipole is d e), where s is approximately equal to 

d- 

— (5 cos***0 — 3). 

Sr2 

(The potential energy of a single charge g at a point at a distance r from 
the charge is q';r; the potential energy of several charges is the sum of 
the potential energies of the separate charges.) 


1G6.* Find the first three terms of the Taylor series for ^1 -h ^ 
in powers of 

X 

167. Evaluate the following limits: 

(а) lini X j^^l -f ’ 

(б) lim -f — ej . 

(c)* 1^ a: -h - e log . 

id) lim (e) lim 

i-_^0\ X J \ X J 

168. * Show that the osculating circle at a point wEere the radius of 
curvature is a maximum or minimum does not cross the curve. 

169. Find the maxima and minima of the following functions: (a) | a: |, 
(&} a? sin (1 /a:). 
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CHAPTER Vn 


170. Show that the length of the ellipse a: = a cos (, i/ = 5 sin! is 


5 ~ 4gs 



cos^ t dt, 


where =: 



Calculate the length of the ellipse for which e = to four significant figures, 
by using Simpson’s rule mth six divisions. 


171. Expand the integral of Ex. 170 as a series, and estimate the 
number of terms necessary for accuracy to four significant figures. 


172. Evaluate 


r 

Jo 


log(l -f x) 

X 


dx, using Simpson’s rule with }i= 0*1. 


173. The hypotenuse of a right-angled triangle is measured accurately 
as 40, and one angle is measured as 30° with a possible error of Find 
the possible error in the lengths of each of the sides and in the area of the 
triangle. 

rn+l/2 

174. **^ By considering / log(a+ x)dx, a > 0, show that 

*^1/2 


a(od -f- 1) • • • (a + == a^nl n% 


where is bounded below by a positive number. Show that av, is mono- 
tonically decreasing for sufficiently large values of ii. (The limit of 
SbB n oo is l/r(a).) 

52.. ! J'2 . J5 J 

175, Find an approximate expression for log where 

% “h ^2 "i" • * • ~ 

176. Show that the coefficient of in the binomial expansion of 

1 1 

/- is asymptotically given by 
V 1 — X v Tin 


CHAPTER Vm 

ao ^ a 

177. Prove that if S converges, so does E 

V = 1 V = 1 V 

178. If is a monotonic increasing sequence with positive terms, 

when does the series i H — + • • • converge? 

00 

179. *^ If the series S with decreasing positive terms converges, 
then lim na^ = 0. 
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18L* Prove that if Ha,, converges and if ho, 63 , ... is a bounded 
monotonic sequence of numbers, then HaJ)y converges. 

182. * Prove that if Sa,. oscillates between finite bounds and if is 
a monotonic sequence tending towards zero, then Hajb^, converges. 

183. Discuss the convergence or divergence of the following series: 

, COSV0 


{a)Z 

(6) s 

(c) S 

V 

V 



(e) 

(/) s 


184. Find the sums of the following derangements of the series 


i-|+4-i+ 


1 __ 1. . 


for log 2 : 


(a) 1 — — i-ri— ... 

{&) + — • 

185. For what values of a do the following series converge? 

/ X 1,1 1,1 1 , 

(a) 1 — — -f- - — — q .... 

^ ^ 2“ 3 4'^ 0 6" 




5“ 


7a 4a ' ' 


186. Find whether the following series converge or diverge: 

(а) ...o 

(б) — f-rj-ri — t + y+ J— f+“T ...^ 

187. Show that 

X 

(a) S converges. 

5 log(v-f 1 ) “ logv 

(b) H converges. 


( 0 ) 


'{logv )2 

1.2.3... V 


v=i(a *f l)(a 4- 2 ) ... (a 4 - v) 
if a ^ 1 . 


converges if a > 1 and diverges 


1 


188.* Bv comparison with the series S prove the following test: 
log 

log Hj i^o* / 1 / 1 I \ 

converges absolutelv; if — < 1 — s for every sufficiently large 
" ' log n 

n, the series Sa^ does not converge absolutely. 


If > 1 -f- s for every sufficiently large n, the series 


189. Show that the series 




converges. 
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190. By oomparisoa with the series S Z — , prove the foUowinv test- 

v(logv)“ 

The series S | | converges or diverges according as 

log(l/»| a„|) 
log logn 

is greater than 1 + e or less than 1 — s for every snfficientlv larse w. 

191. Derive the w-th root test from the test of Ex. 188. 

192. * Prove the following comparison test: if the series of posi- 
tive terms converges, and 

1 I < ^^+1 

' I \ 

from a certain term onwards, the series is absolutely convergent, 
if diverges and 

^n+l I ^n-fl 

I K 


from a certain term onwards, the series is not absolutely convergent. 

193. Obtain the ratio test by comparison with the geometric series. 

QO I 

194. * By comparison with S — , prove Raabe’s test: 

i/=i 

The series S | aj, | converges or diverges according as 



is greater than 1 + e or less than 1 ~ s for every sufficiently large n. 

1 


195. By comparison vdth S - 


prove the following test: 


v(logv)«' 

The series S | | converges 01 diverges according as 


n 1 




is greater than 1 -p e or less than 1 — s for every sufficiently large n, 
196. Prove Gauss’s test: 

I I _ 1 _j_ 

I - I n 


If 


1 + e’ 


where | | is bounded, then S ( [ converges ii y. > h diverges if n ^ 1. 

197. Test the following series for convergence or divergence: 

(a) “ + + il 4 . +!)(« + 2 ) , _ _ 

P(P+1) |3(p + l)(^ + 2) 


(b) 1 + 


a. |3_|_«(a+l). P(|3 + l) j a(a+ I)(g + 2 ) ■ P( P + I)( ^ -f 2 ) 


l-r"*" l- 2 .Y(y+l) 


1.2.3.y(y- 1)(Y + 2) 
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X 1 

198. (a) Show that the series S ~ converges uniformly for a; ^ 1 -f- e, 

(b) Show that the derived series converges uniformly for 

X- ^ 1 -f £. 

COS ^JjC 

199. * Show that the series S , a > 0, converges uniformly for 

200. The series 

1 , 1 /x 


1 fx - ly, 1 (X - ly , 

3 vr -f 1/ 5 \rc -}- 1/ * 


a: -f 1 

converges uniformly for s ^ x ^ N. 

201. Find the regions in which the following series are convergent: 


(a) 

ib) S 

(2v)! 

(c) lI- 


id) S 


(- 1 )- 


(e) 


a < 1. 


{f)Z%, a>l. 


{9) 


, logv 


(h) S - 


V® 


1 - 


■ 


qV 

202. * Prove that if the series S — converges for x — Xq, it converges 

v« 

for any x > if it diverges for x — Xq^ it diverges for any x < Xq. Thus, 
there is an “ abscissa of convergence ” such that for any greater value 
of X the series converges, and for any smaller value of x the series diverges. 

203. If S — converges for x= Xq, the derived series —S — con- 

- O’ ^ 

verges for any x > Xq. 

204. If fly > 0 and converges, then 

iim = Zfly. 

■- — ^1 — 0 


205. If fly > 0 and diverges, 

iim Sflya;^ = co. 


206. * Prove Abel’s theorem: 

If ZflyX^' converges, then Sfl,,a;*' converges uniformly for 0 ^ a: ^ Z. 

207. * If SflyZ'' converges, then iim Ea^x^ — ZayZ". 

x—^X~0 

208. Find the rational functions represented by the following Taylor 
series: 

{a] X + {- + ••• • 

ib) 1 -f 2x - 4a:3 _ 5a.4 ^ 73.6 ^ ga.7 h + . . . . 
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209. Show that 

..1,2,3, 

2! + 3i + 4!+-"=^- 

(6) 1 + - L‘ - L + — +...= - V2. 

^ 2 2.4.6 2. 4. 6. 8 - 10 2 

210. Let z == = r (cos 0 4- i sin 6). From the expansion — i — 

show that 

1 — rcosO * » 

= S r- cosv6 

1 — 2r COS0 + 


rsine V • A 

= L smv0. 

1 — 2r cos 6 + i/=o 


CHAPTER IX 

211.* Using the expression for the cotangent in partial fractions, ex- 
pand nx cotitflj as a power series in a;. By comparing this with the series 
given on p. 423, show that 


S _= (-ir-i 


2 . (2?7i}l 


212. Show that 


- 1 _ (-ir -i(2^^- l)n-- ^ 

,Zi(2v~-ir-^ 2(2m}! 


213. Show that 


(_ 1)1' _ (—1)^(2^^ — 2)7v^^ 
, 2 . (2m)! 


214. Prove that 


ri 1 

fo r 

1 

« I r 




, 1 + ® 12 


215. Using the inftnite products for the sine and cosine, show that 

)=-s^ ’ 

« {_1)v-122>'- i(22>' — 1)B2.. 

(6) log cos a: = — S ~ 

V=1 


(2v)!v 


II 
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216. Using tlie infinite products for the sine and cosine, evaluate 


(«) 1 - i 

(6) 2.f 


6 0 
5*7 
4 S 
3 • 9 


10 

9 

10 
9 


1 0 1 4 

11 - 13 ..., 

1 4 16 

1 o * 1 5 * 


217. Express the hj'perbolic cotangent in terms of partial fractions. 


CHAPTER XI 

218. Eind the cxirres whose tangent is of constant length a, (The 
^Mength” of the tangent is the length of the portion of the tangent 
intercepted between the curve and the cc-axis.) 

219. Find the curves which are orthogonal to the family y = 

220. If B denotes the length of arc of a chain measured from a point 
at which the tangent is horizontal, the form of the chain is determined by 
the diSerentiai equation 



Show that the equation of the chain is y = c cosh - -f- 

c 

221. Integrate the equation for the electric circuit 

where E = Eq sindo^, and ul, p, Fq, co are constants. 

222. A particle falls towards a point which attracts inversely as the 
cube of the distance and directly as the mass. Find the motion and time 
of descent if r = 0 and z — a a.t t == 0. 

223. "^ Integrate y = -xp-^ where p == — . 

dx 

224. Integrate y = p -r logp. 

225. * Solve the difference equation 

A- d- hu,, == 0, 

where a, b are constants, by putting = X”. Show that the solution can 
be expressed in the form = a^i” -i- where fi, are the roots (sup- 
posed distinct) of the equation /? — -f ?> = 0. Show that the form 
of the solution when b == a- u u^— a{— a)” -f 



ANSWERS AND HINTS 


CHAPTEE I 

§ 1. p. 13. 

1. {d)f (e). Show that x satisfies an equation of the tj-p© 

x^ -f- a-^x^ -f , . . q- ag = 0, 

where , ag are integers; prove that x is then either irrational or 

an integer. 

2. Use the irrationality of sin 60®= V3/2. 

4. Write ax^ + 2hx + c as a(x ^ 

7 . If a > 0 and h'^—ac-^ 0, it is possible to make ax~ — 2'bx — c = 0 
for some value of x if, and only if, — ac — 0; then use Example 6. 

8 . The cosine of the angle between two straight lines is ^ 1 in absolute 
value. 

9. Use Schwarz’s inequality. 

10. Square both sides and then use Schwarz’s inequality. The sum 
of the lengths of two sides of a triangle is not less than the third side. 

§§ 2, 3, p. 26. 

2. (a), (d), (e), (g) odd; (6) even. 

3. (6), (c), (h) monotonic; (a), {d), (e), (^), {m) even; (d) and (e) identical. 
§ 4, p. 28. 

2. {n + 1) {2n -h 1) {2n + 3)/3. 

3. (c) Expand (1 + 1)” by the binomial theorem. 

4. {a) n(?^+ l)(?^4■ 2)/3. 

(&) Sum ^ — i from v — 1 to v = 7i!{n -f- 1). 

V + 1 

(c) Sum - — i from v = I to v = n. n{7i ■ If. 

{ 


5. 3; 193. 

7. 


30 ). 
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3 5, p. 36. 

1. If!) 1; (b) 33.3; (c) 333,333. 

2. (a) 0; (b) x; (c) 6; (d) (e) 1/3. 

4 . 19 . 

5. («) 6; (b) 10; (c) 14. 

6. (a) 25; (b) 2500; (6) 250,000. 

9. (a) 0; (b) no; (c) yes; (e) 30. 

15. Tlie greatest of 

16. 2. 

17. Use the fact that n/2^ -> 0. 

§ 6, p. 45. 

1. (o) For every number M, no matter how large, there exists an n 
such that \ a ^ \ > 2L 

(&) There exists a positive number £ such that for every number J/ 
there exist numbers n, m greater than M for which \(in~ ^m \ ^ 

5. Error is less than — ; e = 2*71828 .... 
n(n\) 

§ 7, p. 49. 

1. (a) 6; (6) 15; (c) 4; id) 3. 

3. Limits (a) and {h) do not exist; limit (c) exists and is equal to 1. 

'w/ 

§ 8, p. 55. 

3. {a) 1 60; 1/600: 1, 6000. 

fh) 110(1 -f 2 15 - 11), &c. 

{c) 1 120(1 H- ll\)\ &c. 

id] 1 100; i. 10000; 1/1000000. (e) 1/10; 1/100; 1/1000. 

4. (a) 1/600; s/6, (b) 1/400; s/4, (c) 1/77600; s/776, (d) 1/10000; s^. 
;s) I 100; s. 

5. (a), (6), (c), (cf), (g) continuous; 

(e) discontinuous at a; = 2, 4; ^ 

(J) .. „ 2 : =3; 

(h), (k), (m) „ „ a: = {n ~ -J)-; 

x^iiTz; • 

(1) „ 9, 71-, n =i= 0. 

Appendix I, p. 70. 

1, (q!) Upper bound — lower = 0, upper limit = 0, lower == 0. 


(6) 

5. 

= A * 

= —1 * 

?5 


„ =0.^' 

(fi) 

n 

OL* 

— 10> 

_ _2 * 

?9 3’ 

19 

_ X 

_ 1. 

jj “ 2* 

id) 


19 * 
10> 

_ 

»» — 

19 

>_ 3 

_ 2, 

_ 1 

ie) 

»» 

= 2,* 

„ = 0 , 

19 

= 1, 

11 =0. 


The quantities marked * belong to the sequence. 


iCijM i; 



ANSWERS AND HINTS 


573 


2. Divide the interval into a finite number of sub-intervals by points 

a = 0^0, -^1, . , . , so close that | f{x) — f(x) j < s if a; and x lie in 

the same sub-interval. Join adjacent points x = x^., y ~ f(x^} by straight 
lines. 

k k 

3. The expression — - 1 » — 1 -f ~ | .r — | has the slope zero 

A 2 

outside the interval {x^-i, x^). Add suitable terms of this kind. 

l+x— Ija:— 2| + |a:-3j-||s-5i. 

4. (a) s/6; (b) zlna'^~^, n > 0; (c) s®/2. 

Appendix II, p. 76. 

2. {a) r = a; (6) r == 2a 003(9 — 90); (c) r = a/cos{o — Cq). 

3. cos 20 — cos^6 — sin^0, sin 20 = 2 sin0 co.s0; 

cos 30 = 4 cos^ 6 — 3 cos0, sin 36 = 3 sinO — 4 sin^ 6; 
cos 50 — 16 cos^0 — 20 cos^O + 5 cos0, sin 56 — 16 sin^O — 20 sin^O 
-f- 5 sin0- 

4. (a) —6i; 0 = tt, r = 3; 0 = t:/ 2, r == 2; 6 = 3- 2, r == 6. 

(6) 1 + V3 + ^‘{1 - v'S); 0 = 7^/4, r = 4V2; 0 = - 3. r = 

0 = 77U/12, r = 2V2. 

(c) 2; 6 = 7r/4, r ~ V 2; 6 = 77r/4, r = ^^2; 0 = 2n, r == 2. 

(d) 2 - 2f VS; 0 = 57r/6, r =2; 0 = 5:r/3, r == 4. 

(6) il; 0 = 0, r = 1; 0 = 0, r = 1. 

(/) ± (^2 + :^)> ® = ’'■'2, r = 1; e = ,r/4, r = i 1. 

ig) {-v/^+l + iV'V2^}/V2; 6 = -/'4, r = v'2; 

6 = tt/S, r = -^2. 

(A) — v/lS (Vs + i)/2; 0 = 77t/4 f = 3V2: 

9 = 7it/ 6, r = (3V2P = ^18. 

(it) 1, (-1 ± iV3)/2; 9 = 0, r = 1; 9 = 0, »■ = 1. 

(1) -v/2{-\/V2 +1 + «VV2 6 = 7t/2, r = 16; 

9 = tt/S, r = ± 2. 

5. Note that £*' satisfies the equation x^ ~ 1 = 0; then factorize 

— 1 . 

CHAPTER n 

§ 2, p. 87. 

1 . Use formulae of § 2 and the basic rules: 70/3. 

2. Required area may be regarded as the difference between the area 
under the line and the area under the parabola, taken between the points 
of intersection of curve and line: 10 V 5/3. 

3. V 6/6. 
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4 . ^(^2 4 - ih’fK 

5. (a) {(1 4 - (1 -i- C 5 )i ^“}/(1 -f a); (h) — (cosaS — cosaa)/a; 

(c) ( sin 7.6 — sm7-ff}/a. 

7. (6^ - a^):4. 

8 . lUn 4- 1 ). 


§ 3, p. 109. 

1 . For every number a there exists an s such that for every positive 
number 3 there exists an z for which 


|a:- g| and 


/(*) — /(;) I 


2 . (a) -l/(a+ 1 ) 2 ; ( 6 ) - 2 x;(a; 2 -f- 2 ) 2 ; (c) -4x;{2x^ + 1 ) 2 ; 

{d) — cosaj/sin^a;; (e) 3 cos 3a:; (/) —a sinax; {g) 2 sin a: cos a:; 
(h) —2 cos a: sin a;. 

3. (a) 5 has any value; ( 6 ) E = {Zj^-\- Zo) 12; (c) g = 


(e) 5 = (■ 


> 2/3 ^ ^ 1/3^ 1/3 . 


2/3>. s;a 

/ • 



§ 4. p. 119. 

2 . (a) J; ( 6 ) h 
§ 5, p. 121. 


1 , 2:= 0-785. 
4 


§S 6 , 7, p. 130. 

. , _ a + 6 " //«■ 

1 . ( 6 ) 2 = -^; (c) 5=V(- 


n J. a"-2j a. . 
n -f 1 

3. (a) 7„ = a’-^’-'’--;(l + I h), lim I„= a; 


6 "^ 


; (i) l=y/ab. 


(i) I„ = 1), lim /„ = 0 for — 1 g os g 1, oo for a > 1. 

n — > XI 

4. I Fix) — /(a;) | ^ ~ T | f{x -{■ t) — f(z) | dt. Use the uniform con- 
J — B 

tinuity oi f(z) in. a ^ a: ^ b. Also, we may write 


where c is a fixed number. 

5. Express the integrals as limits of sums, using equal subdivisions 
oi a ^z ^h, and applying Schw’arz’s inequality- (p. 12 ) to these sums. 
Another method is to integrate {f(z) -f- tg{z)}^ ^ 0 and use Ex. 6 , p, 13. 

Appendix, p. 135. 

1. Let "where /^(a:)^0, 9 ( 0 :) = 0 elsewhere. Let 

•h (a:) = /'(x) — 9 (a;); then '4 (a:) ^ 0 . Consider f t^{z)dx, f ^{z)dz* 

da J a 



ANSWERS AND HINTS 


575 


CHAPTER m 

§§ 1, 2, p. 143. 

1 . /'(I) = 1. /"(I) = 8, f"'(l) = 36, /«(1) = 9C., p-(l) = 120, 

/«(!)= 0 , /^«( 1 ) = 0 , 

2 . 0 . 

ad — be 


3. (a) a; (b) 175 (c) 2(5 + cx); 


id) 


(/) 


2a;^(ffij3 — al) + 2.; [ay — ac) + 2(by — gc)_ 
(<xx^ + 2^x + y)^ ’ 

■ (g) 0. 


(cx-j-df’ 


(1 - x 2 )a(l 4 - 2 : 2 ) 2 ’ 

4. (a) Fix) = a„a;« + (a„_i + rea„)a:"-i 

+ {a„-2 + (« - l)(a„_i + na„)}a:"-2 -i- . . , . 

(5) J'(a:) = 2“ 2 :’" + - na^ a:«-i + 

Cq \ Cq/ 

- (71- 


{- 


■ 1 K-i - 1 K 3 ^ j T- 

Co^ Co^ ' 

(<2) 2 COS 2a;; (&) — 1/(1 -f sin 2a;); (c) tana; -f a;/cos2a;; 

W - 2/(1 ■ 


. ^ . sina; , cosa; 

sin 2a;); (6) — * 7 - . 

X 


6. sec^a; + sec a; tan^a;. 7. 24 sec® a; — 20 sec® a: -t- sec a; 

8. cosa; (coseo^a; — 6 cosec^a;). 

9. 24 sec® a; — 20 sec® a; + seca; — cosa;. 10. co. 

11. ax^/2 + 5a:. 12. ax^jZ bx? cx. 

13. x^ + x’’ + + x^ + X. 14. -(1/a: + l/Zx^ + IjZxP). 

15. x^/3 - 1/x. 16. cf sina: — b cot a;. 

17. 3x^2 — 7 cosa; - 5/2x^ — 9 tanx. 18. seca;. 


§ 3, p. 152. 

1.4. 3. ^a;{l - (71 - l)x}:'nx{l -r x}K 

4. cos®a;/2Va? — 2Va: sina; cosa;. 5. 1/V a:{l — V xf, 

^ (1 — tana;) 4- 3a;(l -f- tan® a;) 

. 3a;®^®(l - tana;)"® 

7, (arc cosa; — arc sina;)/V (1 — a;®). 

8. 2/(1 + a;®)(l — arc tana:)®. 

^ 1 arc sina; 

V 1 — a;® arc tana; (1 -f Jc®)(arc tana;)® 


1 4- a;® V 1 — a;®(arc cosa;)® 
11. 0-785. 
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§ 4, p. 157. 

1. 3(;r -i- 1)2. 2. 6(3a: -f 5). 3. 15 .c^^(3.t6 - 6'j^ - l)(a;® - 3.^^ - l)^. 
4. —1/(1 -f 5. 2a:/(l — x-)-. 6 . a7i{ax -f 

^ 1 

V — l(a; -f- V X- — 1) 

g — bl) -r 2x{an — cl) -f (b^i — cm) 

2v' {lax- -f bx 4 - c)(Z:r2 - 4 - mx + n)^} 

9. — 1(1 — xf‘^. 10. sin 2a;. 11. 2a; cos (a:^). 

13. 2 fa; sin— — - cos - y 
\ a;2 a; x-/ 

15. (2a: + 3) cos(a;2 -{- 3a; + 2). 


17. -1. 18. 1. 

■y/ 9 3 ^ 

19. (a;^‘ 2 20. cos (a; 7) {sin (a; -f 7)}' ^ 

21 . — — . {arc sin (a cos a; -f 

V{1 — {a eosa;-j- 6)^} 


12. sina; aosx/V (1 -f sin^a;). 

16. 3a;2/V {1 - (3 4- 


§ 5, p. 166. 

1. (a) Max. for x = —V2, min. for a; = V 2, infl. for x = 0. 

(6) Max. for x = f , min. for x = 0, infl. for x = — ^q-. 

(c) Max. for a: — 1, min. for a; = — 1, infl. for a: = 0, in V 3. 

(d) Max. for a; = .^/3, min, for x — — -^3, 

infl. for X = 0, fl- v'6 — V'33. 

‘>}i -i_ 1 

(e) Max. for a; — (% 4_ loin. for x = ?i7r, infl. for x = ^ — • — r. 

4 

2. Max. for a; = — V — p; min. for a; == V — p; infl. for a; = 0. No 
maxima or minima when p ^ 0. Roots are all real, or two complex and 
one real, according as -f- 4^^ ^ 0 or > 0. 

3. The point (0, 1). 

4. Equation of line is (y — ^o)/(x — Xq) == — 

5. V1S9 ft. 

6. The point dividing the line ab in the ratio \/a : ^b, 

7. The square. 

8. The rectangle with comers x — o/V2; y ~ i bl‘\/2. 

9. The right-angled triangle, i.e. c^—a^-r b^. 

10. The side of rectangle opposite to g must be at the distance 
i{V(8r^ -f 4* fiom the centre. 

11. The cylinder whose height is equal to the diameter of its base. 
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13. If 9 is the angle of the prism and n its index of refraction, the 
angle of incidence must be arc sin sin 
14:. X— 

{ 

15. Find the minimum of x^ — px, 

2 

16. Find the minima of a —am a; and sin a; x in the interral 

0 ^ ^ . Or, show that is monotonic in that interval. 

2 X 

18. ~r ^2 + - « ■ + ^ 

* V « — 1 / 'V (aia ^ . . . a^^i) 

§ 6, p. 177. 

I. 0*693. 2. loga;. 3. llxlogx. 4. 1/V(1 -f 

„ 1 — 2.'cVl + logo; cosa; 

5 • ' ::: ~ " • . > 

2xV 1 + loga;( V 1 + logo; — sina;) 

6. x/{x^--h 1)- 1/3(2 + a;). 

7 _ 1 _ 2.1-s \ 

’ -sjx -^2'sjx^ + 1 \3(7a;2 + 1) 4[x — 2) {x^ -r 1)/ 

II. a: = 1/X, provided X + 0; if X = 0, no maximum exists, 

12. (loga)2 . a(«“) . a®. 

13. . log a I cosa;(loga;)2 + j., 

I (C J 


§ 7, p. 183. 

1. (a) Keep x fixed and differentiate with respect to y\ then put y 
equal to zero. 

(6) Evaluate f{x) first for rational x, and then by continuity for irra- 
tional X. 

2. Differentiate with respect to y, and then put y equal to 1. 

3. 2315 years. 

4. (a) 2 / = P + ce“^; (&) y = - ^ + ce«^, a ={= 0; y = (Ba; -r c, a = 0. 


(c) 2 / = pa:e“^ + ce^; (d) y — 



Qyx _p QQox^ y =1= 


a. 


§ 8, p. 189. 

1 . sinha — siah6 = 2 cosh 


cosh a + cosh 6 = 2 cosh 


cosh a — cosh 6 = 2 sinh 




Ce798) 
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2. 


fanh(a 5) — 


cot]i(a 5) — 


tanha :z: tanhb 
1 — ; taniia tanhft 
1 zn cotliii coth5 
cotha i coth6 


. , , //cosha— 1\ , , //cosh a -h 1\ 

smhia = y f J; coshia = ^ ^ 


gtanhjc-rcothii; 

3. (a) siaha; -}- cosha;; (b) —4 ;; ; 

cosh 4a; — 1 


(c) (l + sinh2a;) coth(a:-fcosh-a;); {d) l/V {x^— l)-{-l/V 1); 
(e) a smha:/V (a^ cosh^a; 1); (/) 2/(1 — x^). 

4. sinks — sinho. 


§ 9, p. 195. 

1. (a) Higher than aA; (b) lower than x^; (c) same as 1; (d) higher 
than a:*’'’'; (e), (/) higher than x^~'% lower than a;i+S* (g) same as x; 
{h) higher than (j) lower than of. 

2. Higher than e°^, (loga:)% same as e^; (b) lower than 

(c) hounded; (d) same as e®, lower than higher than (loga;)“; (e), 
(/)) (9) lower than higher than (ioga;)^^; (h) higher than 

lower than higher than (logx)°; (J) same as log a;, lower than 

3. (a) Same as x^; (b) lower than ; (c) same as x; (d) same as a;; 
(e) same as (/) same as (g) higher than aA; {h) higher than 

lower than x; (j) lower than . 

4. Yes; 0. 5. 0, 1. 

6. Urn = /'(O) = 0. 8, 9. Use result of Ex. 7. 

ar—^O X 

Appendix, p. 203. 

1 . ns{hix)}}g'‘{h(x)}h'’-(x) + f'[9{h{x)}:!g"{h{x)}h'^x) 

2. (a) + loga: . coszj. 

(b) (cosx)^’f—tsn^x -r V 

\ eos^a; / 


(jj P'Cg) logM(j) 

M(a:) logi-{ 2 ) ti{a;){logE(®)P* 
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4. (a) e'^’^la.V + + Sn{n — l)z’‘--x + n(n — l)(;i — 2 ) 2 "-“]; 

(—IW 

(c) ^ — _ — {cos a: — cos 3a;}, for n — 2m; 

v — — { 32 m+i sin 33 ; __ sina;}, for n — 2m -f 1* 

(d) ■ [(m+ siii(m-f i)a;— (m— Jc)^^ sin(m— h)x\, for 21; 

^ [(m 4- cos(m + cos(m — /:)a:], for 

n = 2Z + 1. 

(e) 

4- ^ L (—1)^+1 sm2a;J cos(2a;-^7ia), 

where tana =2 (expanding (1 4- 2i)” by the binomial theorem, and 
grouping real and imaginary terms). 

5. Let y = arc sin re. Then 

d'^y _ ( i N ( ^ \ 

^ ~ W(1 - a;2)/ “ <^-2 \{l ~ 

Apply Leibnitz’s rule to this last expression: 




and continue the process: 

^” 2/1 Q e t 


S(^=L 


Jn— 2i' / X \ 

= 1.3.5...(2v-l).(«-2)(^-4)...(7.-2v-f2)^^ Q^_^^^,.^„.^ )- 


If « = 2Z, 


= 0; if w = 2Z 4- 1> 


= P.32.52 (2Z-1)2 


- (arc sin a;)^ 


z-i 

a!=-o ifc=o 


(2fc-l)MA32 (2Z-2I--3)i 

\2^4“1/ 

^ ~ (arc sina;)^ 1 = 0. 

U*o 


6. Differentiate (1 4“ ^Y‘' twice and put a; — 1. 
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CHAPTER rv 

§§ 2, Z* p. 217. 

1. 2. 3. |(1 -f 

5.-J^(±r-\ 

n — 1 \logx/ 


4. J(loga:)2. 


6. Hint: write denominator in the form {Zx — 1)^ -{- E arc tan (3a: — 1). 

„ , I a; — 1 , 

7. log -1 ~-:r- -h 


l 2 




8. Hint: 6a:/(2 -f 3a;) = 2 - 4/(2 -f 3a:): 2a: - f log | 2 -f 3a; |. 

9. arc sina: — ^/(l — x^), 10. log 'sjl ~{- [• 

11. arc sin 12. | log(a:2 — a: + 1) -r arc tan 

13. 2 ar cosh -f- — 4a; -f 1). 


14. — |V (2 -r 2a; — 3a’-) -4- — y- arc sin 


3a:- 1 


3V3 


V7 


_ 2 , 2a:-rl 

15. -TT- arc tan — j- — 
V3 V3 


_ 2 ^ 2a: -1 

15. — are tan — . 

V3 V3 


17. 


1 


arc tan , if 5 — a® > 0; — — — , if 6 — = 0; 

V{b—a-} v{h — a-) a:-f a 

— — i ar tanh ? W , if 6 — a- < 0. 

V (a- — b) V (a- — 6) 

18. — a.'^/4 — a;^/3 — a:^/2 — a: — log | a: — 1 1. 

1 9 . Hint: sin^ x eos^ x~ sin x cos^ a:( 1 — cos^ a:) = sin a: cos^ a:— sin x cos® xi 

_ „ cos" a: 

‘ ~Y'' 

20. - 2 -f — . 21 . J (1 - ^ 1(1 a; 2 )'‘A 

3 5 7 

22. J are sina: — 4a: V (1 — x^), 23. 7r“/32. 

24.LHzir. ’ 25.2. 26. 1 ^ - 

?i -1- 1 2(1 + a?) 2(1 + h-) 

a — 1 


27. - 63) + J(2= - 6=) + (o - 5) + log 


6 - 1 


28. i(l - cos 29. Cf. Ex. 8, p. 88: l/(w + 1). 


♦ Here and elsewhere the constants of integration are omitted. 
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4, p. 225. 

1. Take/= x, g* = cosaj/sin^a;: — a:/sinrc log tana;/2. 

2. Take /= a;V4, fir' = 4a;3/(l - x^f: x^mi ^ x ^) -l ihg] I - x^\, 

3 . (o;^ — 2 ) sin a: + 2 a; cos a;. 

4. -i(a;2 + 5. 4:T(-lf > 2 . 6 . 0. 

7 . J(a ;2 sina ;2 _j_ cosa;^). 8 . sin 4a; — sin 2 a; -f fa;. 

9 . xir sm 6 a; + -^ sin 4a: + sin 2 a; + ^gx. 


10. Put X = cos9: xV I — X“{—-^ — ^a;^ -f -f ^ arc sina:. 

1 I 


11. e^{x^- 2a; + 2). 


12. ^ 


logo; - 


13. 


- loga; — 


a;m+l 


{n — l)a;'^“^ ® {n — l)V~^ 
14. -12:31 ^log 3.^2 _ I logQ. ^ 


m + 1 (m+ 1)2 

16. Put a;® = t, then use Ex. 15. 

17. Integrate by parts repeatedly. 

19. Use mathematical induction: assume that the w-th iterated 
1 

integral /^(a;) is given by — / f{u){x— uf-^du, and expand the 

{n — 1 )! Jq 

integrand by the binomial theorem. Then fn-rii^) = / mtegrate 

each term by parts. ^ 


§ 5, p. 234. 

1 - log VI 

3. log } 


X 


2 — Sx 

X 


a; 4- 1 


+ ■ 


2 . log 
3 


1 -: 


2 (a;+ If 


4. ^ — 'I log I a; -h 1 1 - 1 - ■7 1 I ^ I 

O 


5. - 


2(a; — 1) 


+ 




a:- 

{i-W 


6 . _j:l_-iog;/I± 4 - 

2 ( 2 - 1 ) '( 1 - 2 )= 


7. log 


VI 


=L= + 1 log( 2 = + * + 1) + A are tan 


1 


1 2a; — 1 

8 . log^]a;+ 1 | -i log I + 1 1 + V3 


^ + log^l -p a ;2 I arc tana:. 


10. |log|i6+2| + |log|a:-l|-|log|!!: + l| 

11 . 




a; -j- 1 

5^1 


— J arc tana;. 
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, V3 1 

12. arc tana: ^ — log -r J arc tan (2a; + V 3) 

12 a:- — V 3a* -p 1 


13. i log 
§ 6 , p. 241, 


-h i arc tan(2a; — V3). 

a;— i , v'2 . X 3a:2+2 g 

4 - — arc tan -y--. 14 . ^ — 4 arc tanx. 

a; 4- 1 3 V2 2x{x^ 4 - 1) ^ 


1. ^ 

2 

2 . tan-. 3. - 

2 t 

X 


1 4 “ tan 2 


4. '-( 

tan^ ~ — cot- - 

I 1 1 L ^1 
_ 4. _ log tan - 

s' 

^ 2 ! 

>/ 2 “1 2! 


/ 2 tan ^ 4 - l\ 
2 ^ ( 2 ) 

. arc tan V /. 

\/3 N V3 / 


tan? 4" 1 
2 


tan ? ~ 1 


6 . - 4 - arc tan -- V 2 . 
V2 2 

o 1 ,2 tanx 

8 . . — arc tan — , — . 
2V3 V3 


„ 1 ^ tanx 

7. arc tan — ^ — 

V2 V2 


1 


2 cos^x 


4 - log cosx. 


10. 4- log 
V2 


tan ? - 1 -f V2 
9 


tan - — 1 — V2 
9 


1 , cos^x — cosx 4 - 1 

11 . - log : ^ 

4 (cos^x 4- oosx 4- 1)® 2 V 3 

1 .2 cosx 4 - 1 

— — . arc tan j . 

2V3 V3 

j jp 

12. - xV X- — 4 — 2 ar cosh 


1 ^2 cosx — 1 

arc tan ■ 


V3 


13. 2 xV 4 4- 9x^ 3 2 


14. 2 arc tan -1 


15. I V(x® 4- 4xf — (x 4- 2) ^(x^ 4 - 4x) 4- 4 ar cosh 


X 4- 2 


16. Vx- V(l~~ x)4- ™^log 


( V X — V J) (Vl — X 4- V i) 


17. log 


a/14-x— Vl~: 


Vl 4“ 4“ Vl - 


(Vx4- Vi)(Vl-x - Vi) 
4- V(l-x2). 



ANSWERS AND HINTS 


583 


18. i ar eosh(2a: — 2a + 1) + V{x — af — x — a. 

§ 8, p. 254. 

I. Div. 2. Conv, 3. Conv. 4. Conv. 5. Div. 

6, Conv. 7. Conv. 8. Biv. 9. Conv. 10. Conv. 

II. Conv. 14. (a) For 0 < 5 < 1. (6) For 0 < s < 2. 

15. Yes. 

Miscellaneous Examples IV, p. 255. 

1. Put arc since = t\ Je^rcsinx^a: -f Vl — re-). 

2. J cos® re — \ cos’ re. 

3. re{(logre)2 — 2 logre -f 2}. 4. | log 

2 -r cos re 

5. Put V(1 — e-2®) x-V{l- e-2^) -f- Iog{l -f V(1 — 

6. 0. 7. 0. 10. 0. 

12. Consider the function Ijx for the interval I ^ re ^ 2. Subdivide 

the interval into n equal parts and form the lower sum as in Chap. II, § 1 
(p. 76 ei seq.). This turns out to be a,j. Now let n The re.sult is 

log2. 

13. Compare with 1/V (1 — re^) at re = 0, Ifn, 2jn , . . . , (?z — 1) n: r: 2. 

14. Evaluate 

lim - flogl + iog/'l— . .-f . , .-j-log (l — L 
V 'YfP' n — ^ao L \ 'fll \ Tl I ml 

using the definition of the definite integral. 

15. 1/(1 + a). 


CHAPTER V 

§ 1, p. 267. 

1. + «/2)3 = a2(re® - 2/2)2. 

2. Take c as rotating with constant velocity, and measure the time 
so that at time i == 0 the point P is in contact with the circle C: 
a: = (I? + r) cos 0— r cos {(P -f- ?-)6/r}, g/= (P r) sin 6 — r sin {(P -h r)%r). 

3. re = 2P cos0(l - 0036) + P, 2/= 2Psin8(l - cos0). 

4. re == (P - r) COS0 + r cos{(P ~ r)e/r}, y={E-r) sinO 

— r sin{(P — r)9/?'}. 

6. Take rectangular co-ordinates so that the origin is at the centre of 
G and the point P lies on the re-axis at time ^ = 0: rr^^ -p ~ 
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7. a: = 3a(/(l + !=), y = 3ai2/(l + (5). 


10. a = arc tan 


A (r-g'A 

V>+/y/ 


11. a: 


^ f'jyns' + ^of')- 9'igf' - fs') y ^ g'(w'+go/')+/W-/g ') 


r + g'* /'3 + y-a 

12. (a) G itself; (b) the cardioid of the circle with diameter PM, 
having its vertex at P. 


§§ 2, 3, p. 290. 

1. 2. 3aV4. 3. - Oi^). 4. OttPI 

5. 6:rr2. 6. 7r(l + 7. |T:(a2 -f 6^ 4- Xq^). 

8. a: = P -f s(l - S/2P + s2/32i22)(i _ s/l6P), 

2/ = P(a/P - s2/i6P2)3/2(l _ for 0 ^ 5 ^ 16P. 

9. x~2a arc cos(l — 5/4a) — (1 — s/4a)V {s(l — 5/8a)/2a}, 

y:=z s — s^/Sa, for 0 ^ ^ 8a. 

10. 5 =: V(4/9 4- x)^ - 8/27. 11. 6P. 

12. (a) |a{ar sinhO 4- 9V(1 4- O^)}* 

( 6 ) 

m 

(c) 8P(1 - cos J6). (d) a{J(03 - So^) 4- 6 - 0o}. 

13. (a) J(1 4- min. -i- at aj = 0. 

(b) (a^sin2 9 4- b^ eos^cpj/ab: if a > b, min. b/a at 9 — 0, 
max. a/b at 9 = 7 :/% 37:/2. 

14. p -= 1/Vi. 

17. VoL TTT^i/io — Ai) — — ^1®). Surface 27:(h2 — \)r. 

18. If p is the radius of circle and r the distance of its centre from the 
line, the volume is 27:^rp\ the surface area 47r^rp. 

19. 7:(a;j — ajg) 4- ^ (sinh2a:i — sinh2a;Q). 

20. h — izs. 

21. y = — ar cosh - 4- V(1 — a;^) _}_ const.; s = log (^\ 

X \Xq/ 

X — e^, y — —ar coshe”'® 4- V(1 — e^) 4- const. 

22. Let (is, ds' be the lengths of arc, I, V the total lengths, A, A' the 
areas, and k, k' the curvatures of the curve and the parallel curve respec- 
tively. Then 

ds' ^ {I -f- pk)ds‘, k' = kl{l + pk); 

A' ~ A A- ^P TCP®; V — I A- ^izp. 

23. (a) I = J-Csinos - sm9i)/(92 - 9i), 

7j = ~r(cos92 ™ cos9i)/(92 ™ 91), 

where 91, 92 are the 6-co-ordiiiates of the extremities of the arc. 
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S«5 

(b) ? — { 0 S 2 siiilia ;2 — X 2 siniiajj — eosha ;2 -f- cosh a:j)/(smb 3:2 — sinharj), 

TQ = {2{x2 — iCi) 4- sinh2a:2 — siiLh2xi}/4(sinha:2 — smh%), 
where (ajj, t/i), 2 / 2 ) the extremities of the arc. 

24. (oc2+ {32)(&-fl)-f KP®- a3). 

25. (a) sinhxg — sinhaii -f J(smh^a ;2 “ sinh^iCj), 

( 6 ) {x^ + 2 ) sinhiTj — {x-^ + 2 ) sinhiCi — 2 a ;2 cosh 2:3 -j- 2xi coshar^v 
if 0 ^ 3?! ^ ^2* 


§ 4, p. 298. 

1 ?*sin( 2 ^/r) 


. t 
■ sm 


dt 2V{P - r^sm^itlr))' r 
d^x _ cos(2i/r) 4“ sin^(i/r) ^ 1 t 

dt^ ^/ r r 

2. Horizontal. 

u— VqI{1 + too), t == s/vq 4- 

4. (a) X = 4 arc tane^ •— tt; x — tz. 

5 . (a) t= ;^ 7 ^i^-( 2 /oV(y(,-y)- Jo®«arotanV'{!//{y„-2/)}4. irjc 

6. 9 = y = 


h 


(1 _ e)2 

^ , where a = ^ Vc/:; 

1 — 6 cosai Z;" 


period — — = 


a (1 - 6)% 


__2r 




§ 1, p. 319. 
1. 0*28. 

§ 2, p. 325. 
^ 1 


CHAPTER VI 

2. 0T82. 3. Impossible; series not valid. 


l-x 

1 


0 = 


, (1 _ i,)l/<n+2) 


0 = 


(1 4 - x) 


X 

il/(n+2) . 


1 + iC 

§ 3, p. 330. 

1 . i + -i<R<- , 3 - 

2, 1*5; error jnst over 6%. 3. 1 + Ja;; | a? 1 < 9*3, 


V2 
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4. 1 4- 
5 


10-3. 


10 - 


’•“‘+5 iG-*) " 

71 2)i \n / on \7i / \7i / 

7. (a) 0-9999; (i) 5-0133; (c) 9-8489. 8. 0-515 


6 . 0 - 0100 . 

9. + ~ (-128 cos(26x)). 

3 45 8! 

10. 1 ^ + I ™ (243 cos(3ea;) + cos(ea;)). 


11. — -^pc^ 

— 16 — (17 4- 248 tan- (0a;) -j- 756 tan^(0rc) -f- 840 tan® (0a;) 

®- -h 315tan®(6x)). 

12. ;5+ 

+ 16 - (17 -f 248 tan2(6j;) + 756 tau<(ea:) + 840 ta.ii«(0x) 

-f 315tan8{e2)). 

13 . 

+ 16^ (17 -i- 248 tan2(6«) + 756 taii«(ei) + 840 tatt«(9x) 

®' - 315 tan® (8^:)). 

14 . 1- X- + W -- 

3! 

15. 1 — -r 

-f ^ sec" (8a;) — 840 sec® (6a;) -j- 182 sec3(6a;) — sec (0a;)). 


16. -ix - 5^3:3 _ ^J.5 _ 

17 l.y J "-yS _L. SI y5 _L 

ia- j ggQX , 15120 *^ . 

18. a: - fa:“ -r - - - ' ^-50 + 24 logr+l^)- 

4! (j — • < ' 

19. 1 -f a; 4- A ~ (cos^ (Qx) — 10 cos® (0a;) + cos (0a;) 

o! 

— 10 sin(6x) cos® (9a;) 4- 15 sin (6a;) cos (0a;) 4- 6 sin® (6a;) cos (6a;) ), 

20. z 4- 0 < X < z:/4. 

21. (a) 2 ^ = a:® 4- a:^ 4- 2a;® 4- ; (5) = 1 — a:® — a:^ — 2a:® — . . . j 

(c) ?^ = a:® 4” 4" • • • • 


§ 4, p, 335. 

1.2. 2. 4. 3. a ^ 8/3, b = 16/3, c = -5/3, d = -5/3. 

4. Tiaird order and also zero order at (0, 0); zero order at (J, J). 

5. Tiiird order at (0, 0). 
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7 , Take P as origin and the tangent to the curve at P as :r-axis. Let 
the co-ordinates of Q be (x, y). Then the centre of the circle in question 

lies on the y-axia at the point vj = ^ q- f.; use Ex. 6 

2 2y 

8. Take axes as in Ex. 7; let the slope of the curve at Q be y'. Then 

the two normals intersect on the y-axis at the point 7 } = w -f ^ ^ 

v"(0) 2/'* * 

write y = -j- . , . , and let x-^0. 


(1 -4- w'2\3/2 

9. At a point P where p = — is a maximum or mini- 

mum, we necessarily have j/'" = Take axes as in Ex. 7: then 

(l~\- y^) 

= 0, so that the equation of the curve in the neighbourhood of 
ax^ -f- . . . . The equation of the osculating circle 


r = 0 is 2 / = 

1 


2p 


is 2 / = — -f -f . . . , and the contact is at least of order 3. 


10. Mnimum at re = 0. 


Appendix, p. 341. 

1. 2. 1/6. 3. 1/30. 4. 2. 5. 1. 

6. Write expression as cota;/cot5r: 1/5. 

7. 1/2. 8. 1/3. 9. Take logarithms: 1. 

10. e. 11. 2. 12. -2. 


CHAPTER VII 

§ 1, p. 348. 

1. {a) 3-14; (5) 3-1416. 2. 

3. 0-93. 

§ 2, p. 355. 

1. Error < —03 metre, < 0-007%. 2. 0-693. 3. 1-60943S. 

4. 3-14159. 

§ 3, p. 360. 

1. 1-0755. 2, 4-4934. 3. 1-475. 

4. 0, 1-90, -1-90. 5. 1-045. 

6. Write equation in form a; = 1 -h 0-3a;® — O-lo;^; 1-519. 

7. -1-236L 3-2361, 5-0000. 
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1, p. 376. 

1 . Use the fact that - 


CHAPTER VIII 


1 1 


v(v -f 1) V V + 1 

2. Split up l){a;+2) into partial fractions: in the result 

substitute a: == 1, a: = 2, . . . , a: = v in turn and add. 

4. Convergent for a > 0. 

5. Put = A. For every positive s, | — A | < s if is greater 

than a certain m. Write 

4~ ♦ • » ~r % _ -f- » » « -S , N ~ m -f . . . + 

.V N N N—m 

and let N ^ 

6. Yes. 7. No. 

§ 2, p. 382. 

1. Convergent. 

2. Prove first that ^ 2/?i“ when n > 2: convergent. 

3. Divergent. , 4. Cf. Chap. HI, § 9, p. 189: divergent. 

5. Note that (logny°®” = and log (log n) > 2 when n is 

large: convergent. 

6, Convergent. 7. 1)^- 

8. Error = f 1 + — i- + 

{?i + 1)! \ 71 + 2 (m + 2)(7 i + 3) / 


_('i + _L_+_J_.-, + ...') 

1)! \ 71 + 1 (?s + 1)2 / 


(n -f 1)! \ % -f 1 -)- 1)^ 

^ _1 1 

(w ^ l)t j __ 1 n.nl 

n 1 

9. Error = i — r- -r ^ + . . . 

(ra-f ir^^ (n^2r+^ 


(?z-f ‘ (w-fl)«+3 

10. Error = A + . . . . Now for > 1, 
9n4-l 9 n'f 2 


n(n H- ir 


n + 2 < f (71 + 1), 71 + 3 < f (71 + 2)< (1)2(71 + 1), . . . ; 


Error < yJ(l + |+(|)2+...)<^. 


hence 
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12. Convergent. 13. Compare with f . 

J xilogx)^^ 

14. Compare with f 

J a: log a: (log loga:)“ 

16. Use Schwarz’s inequality. 

17. l + — 1--== L ---3 S 1== 2 

3?^ -r 3 V 3v V 

then use the formula on p. 381, 

14-i4-i+...4-- = logTi -f 0 -f £ , 

n 

where lim s« = 0. 


18. Take the sum from v — 1 to v = mn: 
V 2 i- S ’^-^=2 L 


§§ 3, 4, p. 397. 

[0 if a: = 0 
3. (o) lim /„(») ^ 

n->oo (1 if a; 4= 0. 

(0 if a; = 0 


2 _ = S 


(b) lim f^{x) = 


1 if a; 4= 0 


(oc > 0). 


Convergence is non-uniform, and lim f f^{x)dx = f lim fjx)dx. 

n— — 1 J —1 n — >- « 

rO if |a:| < 1 
4. lim /„(*) = j I if I X I = 1 
ll if Ixl >1. 

9. Consider lim -^(1 — x-")for —1 < x < +1 and lim v'fl — 
for — 1 < y < + 1. 

10. Let e > 0. Divide up the interval by points Xq ~ a, x^, , . , , 

x^= b into sub-intervals of length less than zjZM. At each point we 
can choose so large that | I when n and m > n^. 

Let N be the greatest of Wq, Then prove by the mean value 

theorem that in each sub-interval the inequality 1 — irrk^) i < £ 

holds when n and m > N. 

■§§ 5, 6, p. 409. 

Note on Ex. 1-20: in most of these problems the ratio test is effective, 
but for Ex. 12-15 the root test is preferable. 

1. I a: I < 1. 2. I eel < 1. 3. i < L 

4. |x|<l. 5. |x|<l. 6. -oc < X < -f =c. 
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7. ja:| < 1. 8. ja;| < 1. 9. |^| < 1. 

10. |xi<l. 11. ia;|<L I2,\x\<lla. 

13. j x| <1. 14. \x \ <1. 15. —00 < a; < -f CO. 

16 I a: I < 4. 17. | a; | <1. 18. | a: | < 1 or a, Tridch- 

ever is the greater. 

19. |a:| < 1. 

20. Note that lies between and rr^: | a; | < 1. 

21. 2 Y. £ _l.a;v, 


=0 

1 a: a:^ 

2 3 ” 4 


^ “T 2 J ,_2 V 

3= / lu— lo2j/— 1 

v> ' / 


23. Write sin- a: =4 — 4 cos 2 x: S x~^. 

- ^ .=1 ( 2 v)! 

24. 1 + S ^ a:-''- 

>.-l ( 2 v)! 

X (—I'll— 

25. 2 ^ (15 + 32' - 6 . 22'). 

.= S 32(2v)! 

26 I -3 ■■■(2.-3) 

■ 2 3 ' 2.4 5 .ti2v- 1 •2.4...(2v-2)- 

27. 1-4142. 

28. (a) 1 - _i_ -f — - _L + 

3 . 3! 5 . 5! 7.7! 

(b) ?- -i- — - ^ -f 

2 320 ' 3 . 212 

22 -32 42 ' 52 ‘ 

1 2^—1 09 ] 

(d) Put a; = 1 /t: ± - :: i -f r i _ J- 

^10 10® 24 . 10» ^ 


29. (<z) x-\- -j- — 

'3 


(6) a:^ — a:® - 


2 24 ‘ Is" 


31, j a; I < i 


32. f(x} = 4e^ — X — L 


Appendix, p. 423. 

1. Break off the series at the Ji4h term; then 

^ 'v. ( ^ ^ , 1 • 3 1 , 1 . 3 . . . (2% - 3) „ 

_ a; 4- r — ar 4- ar 4- . . . 4- i r «« 


2 2.4 2.4.6 “* 2.4, ..2?t 

Put a? == 1: the partial sums all ^ 1. 


a;«<l- V(l-a?)^L 
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2. Use Ex. 1. Show that the greatest error occurs when x = I and 
that it can be made less than s. 

3. Write | i | = V = V{1 — (1— then put a; = 1 — in Ex. 2. 

4. The substitution x — a if) — a)t transforms the fimction fix) 

into a function 9 (i), 0 ^ ^ ^ 1. Approximate to o{t) by a polygonal func- 
tion ^{t) to within s/2 (cf. Ex. 2, p. 70). Represent as a sum of the 
form a bt | i 1* Approximate to this by a polynomial (ef. 

Ex. 3) and replace t by its expression in terms of x. 

7. If there were only a finite number of primes, the identity would be 
valid for any positive s, in particular for a = 1. (Multiplication of absolutely 
convergent series.) 

8. Eirst prove by induction that 

n-l 

(1 -- a;) n (1 + a:2^’) = 1 - 


CHAPTER IX 

§§ 1, 2, p. 437. 

n ^ il, • . 1\ • • I 

3. S sinva = imaginary part of S sm ) « sm - a sin - x. 

j,_i v=o \ - / 

4. Use the formula (j„(a) = i(l - on p. 436. 

1 

5. Evaluate - / Ofc(a)cZa, and then use expression for in 

izJ-^ 

terms of (3jfcf.). • 

§§ 3, 4, p. 446. 


1 . (a) 


grtTT r 1 °° ( 1)*^ • vl 

^ - --+ S \^(acosvx-- vsmvxjr- 

8 °° (—1)'' 

__ _ 48 S — ^ cosva:. 

sinore S , , > . f ^ i - 1 c.;,, ..r 

Lv2-(a+l)2'^ v2-(a-l)“ v2-ad 

if a. is not an integer; J sm{a — l)a + sinaa + i sin(o -f 1)^, if a is an 


integer. 


(d) 


1 /smv6 — sinva 


cos v5 — cos m 


2tc 


+ - S 


- I - 


cosva; — ■ 


. • \ 

smva; I* 

2. Apply the transformation a; = —tt + 2tc^ to § 4, No. 2 (p. 440). 

3. Bjf) = B^{t) = 1^2 B^it) = i*-- 2i3 -r 

4. Bft) has already been given in Ex. 2. By (5) of the definition in 
Ex. 3, the other expansions are obtained by successive integration. e 
constants of integration must be proved to be zero. 
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5. In the results for B^(t) and B^{t) in Ex. 3 and 4 put ^ = 0. 

6. In the results for B^(t) in Ex. 3 and 4 put t == J. 


ri (l 

\ 


(v-f D“ 


§ 2, p. 465. 


CHAPTER X 


3. (a) Discontinuous on the line rc = 0; (6) discontinuous for a; 

(c) discontinuous on the line x = —y; (d) discontinuous for y = —x . 


§ 3, p. 472. 


1. (c,) f = ^ 

dx sy' {3^ + y^f dy {x^ + 

(6) ^ == 2a; cos (a;^ — y), ^ = ~cos{x^ — y), 
dx cy 


(d) 


dx 


dy 


1 


^ = ^ 


y 


dx 2V(1 -h x-h y^ -r z-f’ dy V(1 -f a; + 2 /^ + 



dz V(1 -f a; -p 2 /- -f 

^L: 


(e) yzcos(xz), sin(a;2:), — = xy cos {ocz). 

dx dy dz 


if) f= 




dx 1 4- 2/2 X _L ^2 y 2 


2. (a) 






cy 


dx- 


cy^ 


dxdy 


1 . 


(6) 


_ 1 





i. ^^- = 0. 

sy _ _ 1 

5a; 

a; 

y 

5a:2 


a;2 5a; 5y 

52/2 y^ 

(c) 

S/ 

_ 1- 

A 2/2 

_ 

1 4 

. a;2 2(1 

+ y^)y 

5a; 

(1- 

- *!/)-’ 

^y 

(1- 

a;y)2’ dx^ (1 

— xyf ' 




2 ( 2 : ■ 

+ y) 

§2/ 

f 

T 

H 




dxdy 

- (ii: 

xyf 

~8f- 

1 — ' 

1 

i 



ex dy dx^ 


^ = . -^(1 + 3/ log*). g = .»(log.)^ 
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(e) ^ _ y^y ^ _ 2-2/ ]oj2 

ox cy 

e^f 

= yx'^'~'^e^^^^)iyx^ — y — 1), 


_ 1 “L 

dxcy 


= -r y logo; -f- yjy logx). 




cy 


- = a;^ (loga;)%vA*^)(l 


3, Differentiate ©(a;^ A y^) — 9(a;)'A2/) partially with respect to x 
md with respect to y. Eliminate o'ix- — y-), put y ~ 1, and solve the 
resulting differential equation: /(ar, y) = 


§ 4, p. 479. 

1. (a) |^=- 

ax 


X -x~ y coss 


f/. 


y ^ X cos i 


V (a;2 A 2/^ A c f’ cy \ (.r- — ^2 _ eo s c 

xy sin :: 


^ 

A (a^- A A cos;^)®’ 


(6) 


1 




?a: V(2:2 A222/2_f2/‘*“-.'c^)’ cy 

qf ^ . 

cz {z A a '2zy- A 


(s A A 2cy2 . 

(c) % = 2x(l+ , - ^ - -- -A 

ca: \ 1 A “T I/" -r -A 


= log (1 + a:2 + -f 22) -I- — „ - ~^ - V , — -»> 

cy 1 -f- a- - 2 ^- -^ 2 - 

2yz 


CZ 1 A A 2/“ A 






ca 2(1 + a + 2 / 2 )V(a -r yz)' cy 2(1 -fa — }p)'^ (x — yzf 


y_ y 

dz 2(1 + a -f yz) V {x ~ yz) 


f/ 


2. (a) = al“^’a^^loga+ (loga)= + (*>) ^ = ^ 3 = 1 ;^= (- — 1)- 

5. 2 ^ = 3,z^= 1; 2r = Zx oos6 + 2 , sin 6, Ze = — Zx>- sine -r z.^r cos 6. 
7. (a) ac? — 6c; (6) 1/?*; (c) 4xy. 

5, p. 485. 

2. (a) - I (J) - (c) -1; («2) -1- 

(e798) 
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9] IQ 

3. (a) - g; (6) (c) 2; (d) - 

4. Max. value 6, min. value —6. 5. fz/fx= —1, dz'Sy = — L 

§ 6, p. 499. 

1. (a) a?b\a^ — b^)j8; (b) —4; (c) log2; (d) e“*/6 — 1/6 — a; 

(e) k/16; (/) 4/3. 


2. 2iT. 


3. Use the fact that the figure is sjunmetrical; ^ of the volume lies 
above the triangle with vertices (0, 0), (1, 0), (1, 1) and below the siuface 

*2 22 = 1 ; 16 / 3 . 


4. Jre(r - A)2(2r + h). 



Area 

Centre of 
Gravity 

Moment about ^ 
ar-axis y-axis 

Moment of Inertia 
about 

x-axis y-axis 

(a) 

V- 

(0, 4r/3r:) 


0 

ttH /S 

ttH/S 

(4) 

ah 

(4a, 46) 

iab^- 

ia^b 

la¥ 

Ja36 

(c) 

4a6 

(0, 0) 

0 

0 

4a53/3 

4a36 '3 

«) 

rab 

(0, 0) 

0 

0 

7zab^j4: 

::a^6;4 

(e) 

hah 

(Ja. ¥>) 


i-a^b 

ab^ll2 

a%;i2 


Volume 

.v-axis 

6 . (a) abc (ha,^h,hc) labc{b-~€^) 
(&) (0, 0, 3a /8) 4:ra®/15 

(c) Ja6c (Ja, Jc) abc{b^-^c^)!’60 


Moment of Inertia 
about 

y-axis s-axi5 


\abc(c^ -f a-) 
4 za “/15 
abc(o^ a2)/60 


\abc{a-^h’^) 
4 Tra ^/15 
abc{a- -f 6-} /60 


CHAPTER XI 

§ 2, p. 509. 

1 . Cje^ 4 - ^26^^; 

2 . -r e~^ — e~^^. 

3. Cj6*^ 4- — e~% 

4. 4- 

5. 4- 

6. cos ^ ^ 4- <^2 cos — 5); 

2 

sin — v = VS/l T = 4-/V3, a = 2/v'3, 3 = tt/VS. 

7. V2e-« cosi{/ 4“ iizf, a = V2, 3 = - 7 r/ 2 , v = J. 
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§ 3 , p. 519 . 


1 . 


6 * , 2e ^ (2 — C0-) cosoit -f- Sco sincol^ 

1 -L ^2 4 4- 0)2 ‘ (1 4. 0)2) (4 _ 0)2) 

1 


- , tanoS — 


3o) 


V(14“0)2) (4 4-0)2)’ 

2. — 1) cos t — -i {o)2 4- 1) sin 

1 — 0)2 4- <0^ 

(1 — 0)2) coso)i 4- 0) sincoi^ 

I ^ n ; ;; 5 

1 «_ O)- 4- 0)^ 

a= , tan 0)3 = — o) 

V (1 — 0)2 4- O)^) 1 _ 0)2 

3. e~--^ ^0) cos ^ t 4- o)(2o)2 — i) sin ^ 


0 ) s= 0. 


I 

^ V2' 


+ 


1 — 0)2 4- 0)^ 

(1 — 0)2) sino)^ — oi) coso)i^ 


1 — 0)2 4- O)^ 
a, tan o)3, o) as in Ex. 2. 

- 2o)2) cos^^ -f (1 + smi4) 

1 4- 4o)^ 

(1 — 2 o) 2 ) coso)i + 2 o) sino)i^ 
14-40)^ ’ 


+ 


5 . e” 2 ' 


V(n- 4o)^y 

0 ) 2-4 2 i 


tan 0)3 = 


2o) 


0 ) = 0. 


V(0)2 4- 4)2 0)2 4- 4/ 


1 + 


l-2<, 

(4 — 0)2) coso)i 4- 4o) sino)t 
(o>2 4- 4)^ “• 


§ 4, p. 527. 

1. log(l 4- 2/2) ( 2 / 4- V ( 2 /® + 1) ) 4- 2(1 -f = c* 

2 . (2/2 - 2x 2)/2/ = c. 

r«-^y vdv __ 

4, 1 / 2 / = logx 4 - 1 4- c«- 

5 , X = arc tang/ — 1 4 " 

6 , 2/2 = sinx — cosx 4 " ca~®* 

7, C2/2 = 


8. 2/3 = X — 2 4- ce-*. 

9 . cosx . cosy — c. 
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; = 4- Co^ A Cg. . 

f = Cj cos a: -f- sina; + cosa; A sina;. 

, « V 3 . . V 3 

f = c, A Co€~^ cos — X c^e ^ sm — x. 

2 2 

f = c^e® A -r Cge”® -f- c^xe~^ 

A Cg cosa; -i- Cg sina: -}- C7a;sma; + Cgs; ccvsa;* 

f :s= Cj_-T 

i-y =r c, sec (a: A Co). 
r = + Coa; A Cge® A 046“®. 

f == C-, arc tan a; + c.,. 


'/ aiogi 


J 2 log { 2/ - 1 1 A Cl 
= ~l/(cii A Co). 

: (arc sini)*^ A Cj arc sinf A C2« 

. Co = — V' (ci^^ — 2}cs) ~ — “ arc sin A / f 
Ci C 4 V \ 2 j(:, 



MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 


CHAPTER 1 


1. Use § 5, No. 7 (p. 34). 

2. 39 = 1-3® -f 1*3^ -|- 1-3 + 0, hence the required answer is 1110, 

3. (a) 10011100; (6) 2130. 

4. (a) 758; (b) 5954; (c) 10,000; (d) -2; (e) -023; (/) *2497. 

5. (a) l-il < V2 < 1-42; (6) 2-65. 


6. (a) ic : 


. -3- V5 


, -3-f- V5 


2 2 

(5) All values of x. 

(c) x^—3—2V2; '-S-h2V2^x^S-2V2; x^3i-2v'2. 

(d) X ^ -2. 

7. Square both sides.. Equality only if a =6. 

8. Use Ex. 7. Equality only if a = 6. 

9. (a) Add the three inequalities -f ^ 2ab. 5- ^ 26c, 

-}- a® ^ 2cct. 

(6) Multiply together the three inequalities 

a -h b ^ /" c-fu^ 

— r — ^ V — r — ^ V5c, — ^ V cu. 


(c) Add together the inequalities of the type <2-5^ -f 6“C^ ^ 26‘^f2C. 

10. Apply Schwarz’s inequality to the numbers Xj, Xn, Xq and 1, 1, 1. 

1 1 . Erom the relationship (% — — b^) ^ 0 we obtain 

aA + aA S aA + ^Ai 


sum for all integral values of i and j from 1 to ?z- 

12. (a) Expand (1 — 1)” by the binomial theorem. 

(e) In the identity (1 + a;)^(l -r == (1 -r expand and 
collect terms in z'^. 


14. n^{n -f 1)2/4. 

15. (a) Write. = I - (TTlferT)) 

sum from v = 1 to ?i; i — 

4 2nin + 1) 

m ■ (e) 7>t^+2I^^ + 8 

' ^ 2(» + 1)(» + 2)’ 36(n 4- l)(n + 2) 

597 
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16. (a) -r 2); {h) — 18^® + » ■— 30). 

17. [a] n{n^ A 5)/0; {h) n{n — 5)(5?i2 -|- lln + 26)/24. 

18. Assume the theorem to be true for n = m, and then multiply by 

(a -r &}, obtaining the theorem for w = + I* Verify the theorem for 

1,2. 

19. (a) 1; (6) i; (c) oo. 

25. (c) If m > n, | a — a I = — i -f- — . >j_ A 

^ ^ ^ ^ ' (w A 1)1 (w -f- 2)! ^ m! 

= ^ /l -1- A ^ 4- + 1 N 

(?i A 1)1 \ *51 + 2 (n + 2)(7t A3) “ (% + 2) . . . m/ 


(?i A 1)1 \ A 1 (w A 1)" 
1 1 1 


-h...+ 


{n A 1)” 


[n A 1)! 


1 ^ n .n\ 


(d) Similar to (c). 


26. Let c„ 


V 1 ^ _ y (- 1 )" 

J ^ "A »« — 2 "TT'* 

J»=0VI T=0 

n (—1)’- 

; ~ 2 , and setting t A v = u, we have 

,.,T=u -Jv! 

2 ti n f— 1)7 n /x ( — 

= £ S ASS 

" ^=n+ir=o^!(!^--':r)! r=0-!([^ - t)! 


j-!(.4-t)! 


= 0 if fx > 0, so that 


J i V ^ (-1)" 2^^ 

|CA-I =i S s— < 2 — . 

1 1 j /x = rt-i-l T=0 O- I jUL^n+l 

2^+1 / , 2 , 2^ , \ 

(» + I)! V “ » +1 (k+ 1)2 • 7 

2^-f-i 1 2"+^ 

^ (B + 1)! J _ 2 ^ (n- l)7n!’ 

32 A 1 


1_ • r ^ 

1+ i‘^(k+ "V 


27. (ct) The sequence is monotonically increasing and is bounded 
above by 2, since if < 2, = V2 A «„ < v'4 < 2. 

(6) Let lim = a. Then use the relation = V2 A to 

obtain a = v'2 A « or a = 2. 

33. (u) 1; (b) 1; (c) 1/e. 

35. (a) 1; (6) _i_; (c) 

11 ^ ' 1001 1 + s 
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36. (a) 4:z/{l -f 2s); (b) s/7; (c) arc cos (1 — s). 

39. Use the fact that if rc is rational, 7ilx is an eTen intesrer for all 
sufficient!}^ large values of ??. 

40. (a) Continuous; ( 6 ) Discontinuous at a; = 0; (c) Discontinuous 
at 2 ; = 0 , il, i 2 , . . . ; (d) Discontinuous for all values of z, 

42. Yes; consider signs at a; = 0 and at a; = r . 5 . 

44. Let s be arbitrary; then (/(a;'’) — f{z"') \ < s provided only that 
I x' — x" I < S. In particular, | /(a:') — j{x") | < s if j a;' — u ^ < 0 , 

— a I < S, which is Cauchy’s criterion for convergence. 

45. (a) {x^ + 2 /^ — -f y% 

(b) 3x^ — 4aj — 4 -j- 4^2 _ 0 ^ 

(c) cc® == y%2a — x). 

(d) x^ — Zaxy. 


47. (a) Circle with centre at — and radius 


radius 


1 

( 6 ) If k> I, circle with centre at — a -r - - — 3 and 

k , 


if < 1 , interchange x and £; if /: = 1 , the 


perpendicular bisector of the line joining a, 

(c) Consider the three possibilities k <1, = 1 , > 1 . 

48. The “triangle inequality”: the sum of two sides of a triangle^ 

is greater than the third side. / 

49. The sum of the squares on the diagonals of a parallelogram 
equal to the sum of the squares on all the sides of the parallelogram. 


CHAPTER n 


52. sm- cos-. 

z X X 

53 . f'ix) = (1 + 2 a:) sin - - fl -f cos a; =f 0 ; /'(O) does not exist, 

X \ xj X 

but the difference quotient as a; -> 0 has the upper and lower 

X 

units 1 and —1 respectively. 

54 . f''{x) = (1 - sin® - 1 cos®, ® = 0; /"(O) = 

\a< X/ 0/"* ^ 

55. Use the mean value theorem. 

56. Use the mean value theorem. 

57. Consider 9 ( 0 ;) = {f{x +h)- f(x)}/h. Prove that for smaH (fixed) 
values of h this assumes values above and below [j.; hence for some value 
of X, <p{x) == (X. Then use the mean value theorem. 
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58. Find the equation y — Crx) of the tangent; apply the mean Yaliie 
tlieorem to fix) — g%x), and use the result of Ex. 55. 

59. Find the equation y — gix) of the chord joining x = x— x^ 
of the curve; consider h{x) — f{x} — g{x), h"(x) = f"ix) ^ 0. If h{x) > 0 
somewhere in the interval x-^ ^ .r ^ ^ 2 , there would be a point 5 with 
¥(1) = 0, lid) > d; then use Ex. 5S. 

60. Use Ex. 59. 

61 . 0 - 006 . 

62, (a) (h) 

63. Use Ex. 62: (a) 2; (6) 1. 

1 

66. Let 11 = - u(t)dt. Find the equation y = g[x) of the tangent 

dJo 

to the curve y = f(x) at the point x — ix. Then f(x) ^ g{x) for all values 
of X (cf. Ex. 58), Put X = u{t) and integrate. 

67. Suppose that the acceleration is everywhere less than 4. Then 

V < 4t and similarly v <4 — 4L Then the distance traversed, s — I vdU 
is less than 1. 


CHAPTER DI 


68. (a) 

\ cos-.r / 


2x 


(b) 4(^ 4- 2)^ {:r= + 1)°'' 

-f ^{x- -i- l)-""(a: -i- 2)q/(l - a?). 

, . ■ . , o " • 1 •? So? , s? cosx 

(c) —X sma; -p coso* -p 3a:- sina: -|- oosx — - — + . 

sinrc singer 


69. The denominator must not vanish for any real value of x; consider 
its discriminant. Also, the numerator of the derivative must not vanish. 
The conditions are ac ~ 6- > 0, a > 0, ah “ a[5 = 0, a ^ 0, or a = 6 = 0, 
a =# 0, c =# 0. 

70. Max. for x = — 1/e, min. for x— 1/e, infl. at the point (0, I) and 
at the point given by (2 4* ioga:^)- A 2/rc = 0. 

74. Let T be the triangle of given area and least perimeter, and let 
b be any side of it. Then, keeping b fixed, T must be the triangle of given 
base b q^id given area having the least perimeter. Hence T must be isosceles, 
and the two sides of T other than b are equal to one another. But b is an\ 
side, and T is therefore equilateral. 
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6oi 


Analytically, we need consider isosceles triangles only. Let the co- 


ordinates of the vertices be (—a;, 0), [x, 0) and fO, then the peri- 
2 \ X / 

meter is 2a; -f - V {x^ -f Equate the first derivative to zero, and find 

X 

the second derivative, 

75. In virtue of Ex. 71, consider isosceles triangles only. 

76. In virtue of Ex. 72, consider isosceles triangles only, 

77. (a) The derivative of (1 -f x)e^ is always positive for x ^ 0; the 
minimum for x'^0 is when a; = 0, namely 1; (1) integrate (a) from 
0 to XI (c) integrate (5) from 0 to x, 

78. Let /{6) = [ . y + ~ then f{0) = /(I) = 1. Find 

f(d) and show that either /'{0) = 0 or f'(6} = 0 for exactly one value of 0 
in the interval from 0 to 1. In the latter case, show that/fG) is never equal 
to 1 for 0 < 9 < 1. Then evaluate /'(O); it is equal, except for a positive- 
factor, to 

6 « - yp 

P <1 Jb 


which is negative unless a = &. Therefore /(9) ^ 1. 

79. Equality sign holds only if T(0) = 0, or a = h. 

82. Make + {1 — 6)6) a minimum. 

85. {a) Higher; (6) the same; (c) lower; {d) higher. 

86. Integrate the left-hand side, sum, then differentiate again. 

jtH-i fjn 

89. Z-- + n - — ^ by Leib- 

dx^+^^ dx^ dx^ 

nitz’s rule. 

90. Eliminate from both equations; differentiate 

one of the equations and use this relation. 


91. «„(*)= + 


92. Apply Leibnitz’s rule to 

(a) — = 


«-2 + ”(” - 1 )(” - -)(” - 3 ) 




(c) Equate the two expressions for P^+i in (fit) and (6). 

2(2»-1) ^ 2.4.{2»-1){2«-3) / 


94, Same as in Ex. 93. 
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95. Bj the binomial theorem, S == (ic -f 1 — 1« 

n=0 ’ 

Also, differentiating 


_ ^ p 


(iP-n^n 


k times, we have 


{a -h 




Multiplying by and putting a = 1 — a:, we have 




{l-x)^xn=^ S rU,,^(:r). 


CHAPTER IV 


96. _ e^s/e _|. 4^3/4 ^ ^^7/12 _ + Ux^ii‘i 

— 2 log(l + ■“ *1 iog(l -f- — 4:V 3 are tan — i-). 

V 3 

97. f(l -f ~ 1(1 -f 

98. -6-^(1 -f a;)^(i “r i'^'(I d- + ey'Cl + -f "T” 

+ 8v'(I + + h^O- + ^)^)* 

99. Put a; + 1 = ^: - log ^ \ 

X 2 a:^ ^ aj _n 1 

100. ^ arc cos — . 

n 

101- [logs - (”^ log(a: + 1) + log(x + 2) - + . . . . 

±(“)log{^+»)]. 


102. ~ I)(^^ — 3) ... I r .. 

n(n — 2) ... 2 2 

is odd. 


., . (n- l)(7i - 3) ... 2 

II n IS even; ^ if n 


103. 2^2/(1.3.5.7.9.11.13). 


104. 


n(n — 2) ... 3 

(27l)l 7C 


105- 


22^(711)2 


106. 77/16. 


22«(7l!)2 2 

107. tc/32. 


(2?i-f 1)! 

108. fx^ (logxrdx ^ ^ fx-(logx)’-^dx. 

J CL '-j- 1 it -|“ 1 J 


109. 




® sm6a;da; = 


aj^goa! 




(a sin 6a: — 6 cos 6a:) 

hn 


— - ■ „ f smhxdx Qoshxdx. 
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110 . 




e“® ooshxdx = (a cosbz -f- b sinbx) 

-f 6* ' 


fx- 


^6®® cosbxdx - 


fx-h 


•6®® smhxdz. 


111. / e®® sinli6a;c?a; = — (b cosiifta; — a sinii6x). 

0^ — 


/' 


112. / e®® cosh6xc?x = — — - (6 sinhfex — a cosh5x). 

6‘^ — a- 

114, 115, 116. Integrate by parts. 117. — I)!. 

118. Convergent. 119. Convergent. 

120. Convergent if % > — 1; divergent if % ^ — 1. 

121. Convergent if %>— 1; otherwise divergent. 

122. Convergent if % > 0, m > — 1; otherwise divergent. 

123. Convergent. 124. Divergent. 

125. Convergent. 126. Convergent. 

127. Convergent if n > 0; divergent if n ^ 0. 

128. Convergent if m > w — 1; divergent il m — 1. 

129. Convergent. Consider 

Av + 1)it (lx / Av+e)Tr ^(v-i-l-€)r \ (^x 

1 H- sin^x i(v+i-.)r/ 1 - sin^x 

In the first and last integrals the integrand < 1, and in the second 
integral the integrand < — 


sin- STC 

^(v+l)7r dx 


MV + l)7T 

L 1 


-f x^sin^a; 


so that 

< 2£;r -r 


:rr^v‘^ sin^ ztz 


Choose e — then sinsTT > Jstt, and 

y4/3 

/.(i/+l)Tr 


Xtt l-i-x^sin^x 
where is a constant. Finally, 


/r 


dx 


-h x^ sin-x 
_ 3k 


Or, 


/ 




1 + sin^a: 

-^Oas n- 

V'm-iJ 

:x ^ ^(y+l)Tr dx ^ ^ 

1 + V 1 d- (V”)* 


1 4- sin®x 
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130. r — > 

J. 1 -f sin^a; 


/ f—s > JIog(l -f di 

X 1 -j- a:- 


divergent. 


131. Convergent if ^ < —2, (i-rl<a<--lor[i>0, — l<c£< 
2 — 1; otherwise divergent. 

^ converges onlv if a < — i- 

1 -f- aPsm^x " ’ 

/ 2 /'rr-^v if 3 + 2 S 0, then a > -1. 

4, 1 -r a:^sm 2 a: ^ 1 d- a ;^+2 

contrary to the preceding; if |S-f2<0, a — |3— 2>— 1. 

Suppose that ^ > 0. Then / — converges only if a > —1. 

Pnrt'ViftminT’A *^0 1 T* SJCsm^a? 


Suppose that ^ > 0. Then / — converges only if a > — 1 

*^0 1 4 - ar sm-a; 


Furthermore, 


___ == {^TzYdx 

Xr 1 4- (v -r ly^r^sin^a; 


Vl 4- (v 4- l)^:r.s Jv:r 1 4- (v 4- ly^r^sin^a; 

^ x ^dx ^ ^{v+l)ir _I_ l)a-a^^ ^ l)^7r«+l 

Xr Xir i 4 -(v:i)^sm-a: Vl 4 (v:^ 

Ji^ 1 4 sm^a; 


1 4 sin^a; 

' ; — — converges if, and only if, a ~ S /2 < — 1. 

TT 14 i^^sm^a; 

The integral may also be estimated by the method of Ex. 129. 

132. r.n?fLzi(!^)^.=r/±)&_r/±)^ 

'^a X Jaa X Ja^ X 

= r^/w<fa=Liogg + 4 /J^L:T^d.. 

Jaa ^ ^ Jaa ^ 

Show that this last integral tends to zero as a -> 0. 

134. Consider J dx, and proceed as in Ex. 132. 

135. In the formula r(ai) = f substitute t = x^ and i = log - 

respectively. ‘'0 ^ x 


as in Ex. 132. 


CHAPTER V 

136. (a) Mx^yS {h)x = a arc cos ^ 4 \/h- -- {a — yf. 

138. (a) a ?2 4 2^2 _ V (a 2 a :2 _j_ 52 ^ 2 ^^ _l_ ^ 2 ^ ^ ^^2 ^ 

( 6 ) V(a 2 a :2 _ (d) a; = 0 . 

141. x=t- -^t-, J^= 4j>«('n- L. ', y. 

vt-\-p \ 2 V 2 )Vi + p/ 

142. 5aV2. 143. ■rt6(2o + i)(a — 
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146. Choose the axes so that the curve touches the ar-axis at the origin, 
and express the ordinate y as a function of the angle M'hich the tangent at 
the point {x, y) makes with the .r-axis. 

147. (a) ^3/12; {h) 1^3; (c), {d) 1{PJ2 ^ d^). 

148. r = ce^ota.e^ J 49 ^ __ ^j 2 y 2 — 7 ^ 2 ^ 


151. {x~ Ci )2 — ?/ 2 = 


152. y = a cosh 

a 


153. The length of a straight line joining the points (r^, 9..}, 
9 i'+i) curve is 

V' {(?*,. .fi — T^f + — cos(9. — c,)}}, 

and the length of a polygonal line inscribed in the curve is 


S V{(Ar,}2 + r,7,.,{Acv)'^ - R.}, 

,-==0 

where the | |’s are all bounded. Letting the maximum of Ac., tend tc 

zero, we obtain 




r2j-d9. 


CHAPTER VI 

157. x’S — i ic* -f ~ .r® -h . . . ; (sinr)- = ^ ~ ^ 


45 


— — -x:^ -r z^R\ 

3 45 


where E and E' remain bounded as a; 0 . 


158. + ?^ = 

3 15 cosa; 




• x"E 


2! 4! 

: a; -f - "T — -f 
3 15 


where H, S, T are bounded as a: 0 . 

, . ; V cosai = /l — ^ 4 ~_ — x^E 
\ 21 4:1 

^ 2\ 2 ! 4 ! / 8 V 2 ! 4! / 


159.. 

4 96 


y /2 
2 


+ ^ - xOrXs 1 - ^ ■ 

V 2! 4! / i 

where i?, iS, T are bounded as a; 0. 


■ — +3fiF, 
96 
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160. (a) 1— _ . 

3 45 945 


(6) 1-^-f — 

1 ei 1 A 4r\ 


12 ‘ 1440 23712 ' 


, . , , , 5 . , 61 g , / 1 , , S'"® 

(c) 1-f- - + od^-r — a;®-r id) l4-a;+— — — 

^ 2 24 720 2 S 


(e) e-T ex-rex^-{-^ea:^-r . , 
6 


(/) 


a:^ 

‘■e 


, 1 , 1.3 a;5 1,3 5 ^.7 

161. ar -{- — -4— — -j~ — “f" 

2 3 22 . 2! o 23 . 3! 7 

- /2n\/2r-27i\ 1 


/ \ T — w / 


163. (ff) S (— 1)^' 


(2n 4- 1)(2t - 271 4- 1). 
1.3.5 (2v — 1) a:2v+i ^ 

2.4.6.....2V 


\ a;2T+2 
)/ 22^ " 


v-o v! 2 v+T 


(c) S 


2v4- 

(~1)^ 


X 


^‘Zv+l 


,()(2v 4“ 1)J 3v 4~ 1 


164, (a) 


166. 


a.2n+l 


(6) «=) 

22"(w!)2(2?i +1) nl(2n +1) (2)i -i- l)!(2n + 1> 


- ^ — 
2 \xJ ' 24 


"t)’- 


167. (a) (6) (c) 0; (d) (e) 1. 

169, (a) ]\Iiniinum at x—0; (b) maxima and minima at points 

where tan - = i, \Tliich occur once in each interval — <x< , 

X X (7i-r|-)TC (tj, — J)tc 

^ = zblj ±2, ...; maxima and minima alternately. 


CHAPTER Vn 

170. 5-881a. 171. 11. 

172. 0*82247. 173. *175, *302, 3*490. 

174. Since log (a 4- is convex downward, and a > 0, 

rn+ i 

log(a 4 - 1) 4 - ... 4 - log(a n) >J log(a 4- 

= (n + J 4- a) log(7i 4- I 4- a) — (a 4- I) log(a 4- i) — % 

or a(a 4- 1) . , , (a 4- %) > a L- ^ «-« > k{a.)nln% 

(a4- 
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where h{(x.) is a positive number depending on a. Fuxtbermore, 

^ = fi 4- “V 1 - 1 _ 4- 1) 3. ^ 

^n-\ \ n) \ nl 2 ' 'nf 

where li remains bounded as n oc . Therefore, for sufficiently large 
values of n, a„ < and the sequence is monotonically decreasing. 

i 

175 . c + (^2- + 2) — S (Wj, -f i) logn^, 

v-i 


CHAPTER \TEI 

178. If lim ^ 1, the terms do not tend to zero. If lim > I: > L 
compare the series with S — . 

m 

179. For any e, S < € for every n, m sufficiently large. But 

m v==>n 

S > (m — or ma^ < e -f na^. Keeping n fixed, choose m 

v — n 

so large that < s; for every such m, ma^ < 2z. 

180. Apply Ex. 179. 

■X. 

181. Let denote the partial sums of E a,., -s the sum. and let 

<5. Then 

m m ni 

2 O/Jby = S (cjy = 2 Qi^,(6j, ' ** ^n—lPn ~ ^:vPvn.-rl' 

v=n v=sn v^n 

For every sufficiently large v, | | < e, and 

< s 2 I I + c I 1 -f £ I I 

v=n ^ 

*< £ 1 I "T 2 1 I V" S I |- 

This is in turn less than 4Bs, where R is a bound for | |» aud the series 

00 

2 converges. 

t-=.i 

182. Proceed as in Ex. 181: 

m m m - 7 , z. 

S = 2 (Sp — i)&v == 2 Sp(by — hj.+3 ) -- -f- 

v-a=7i v==^n v—n 

and use the monotonic character of the fact that 6^ 0, and that 

I I < 5 for every v. 

183. (a), (6), (<^), (/) Convergent; (c) convergent if 6 4= (e) con- 

vergent if 6 =1= (2n +1)71. 
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184. {a) \ log 2; (h) iog2. 

185. [a) a= 1; (Zj) a ^ 1. 

186. {a) Diverges; (6) converges, 

188. K I I < -- for every sufficiently large n, then 

,«l+e 


log - 1~- > (1 4- e) logn or 

I I 


> 1 -4 s. 


Reverse the argument: > 1 -f- e implies | a„| < -i-- Similarlv 

for divergence. 

189. Apply Ex. 188. 

190. Proceed as in Ex. 188. 

191. The 71 - th root test may be written as follows: if — - - ' > e, 

the series converges; if < — e, the series diverges. Write ^ 

^ogl/|g«l = tog 1/1 a„\ ^ 
log 71 logw n 

rti r\r^ T1* i I _ •\T x.'L __ 


192. K 


• for every n ^ N, then 


Q!n-hi < - , — j < -j— j-— 1 ^n-1 I < • • • < —r — 

K K K-1 

therefore 2 1^^,} converges if S&,, does. Similarly for divergence. 


194. Use Ex. 192, comparing with S — . The series S | converges if 

,i5iL > /i 4- LV > 1 + 5 + :?, 

\ 72/ n 


where a > 1. Then 


-Reverse the argument: 


l) > a 4- - 
/ n 


■\ ««4-l / 


> 1 -f s 


implies the convergence of S | |. Similarly for divergence, 

195. S I I converges if 


> (, + ■) (. 

\ n/ ^ losn ' 


> I + N-4— 4--A-. 

72, 7^ log7^ 72-2 log 72 


where a > 1. Then 


n logn( I I »_l^^\>ot-|-->l4-e. 

\\a^+i\ 71/ n 

Reversal of this argument gives the convergence test; similarly for 
divergence. 
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197. {a) Converges if [5 — a > 1, diverges if S — a ^ 1. 

(6) Converges if y > a -f P, diverges if v ^ a -- [i. 

198. (cj) If £c ^ 1 + Sj S — ^ S Similarlv for ih). 

199. The partial sums of S cos vac are uniformly bounded for every a; in 

glVx _L /2 ;j 

£ ^ aj ^ 27 t — s. (Write oosva:= i and S eosva:= h 

^ I.' = 0 ; = — yj 

Then prove the theorem analogous to Ex. 182 for uniform convergence. 


ac- 1 
a:- i 


lies in the 


200. If X lies in the interval then y = 

interval —1 + — ? — . 

l + s” 

201. {a) — 1 < < 1; (6) -4 < a; < 4; (c) a; > 1; {d) x> 0; (e) any 
x; (/) no x; {g) x > 1; (h) —I < x < 1. 

® £5 ^ a ^ a 1 

202. If S — converges, write S — = S — , . and ii«e Ex 

® a, ^ 

181 or 182. If £ — diverges, £ — ' 
has just been proved. 

203. Write S 

yjX~X^ 


1 , £ — cannot converge for ac < by what 


204. Clearly £ a^'' < £ for re < I. On the other hand, 

v^O v=0 

7D .V .V X. X 

lim £ a^x'' > lim £ a^x^ = £ or lim £ ^ 

.v— ^■Iv^O .v-»li' = 0 i/=0 «— >li-=0 t-=0 

CO CO 

205. As in Ex. 204, lim £ ai,af ^ £ and hence is c». 

M — 0 v=Q 

206. Write £ a^x^ ~ £ ( — ) . Then prove the theorem analo- 

v=o v=0 'A/ X 

gous to Ex. 181 for uniform convergence: if £ % converges, and if the 

t.=0 

sequence l^ix^ hi{x ), . . . , y a), ... is monotonic for eveiy x and uniformly 

X 

bounded for every a; in a certain interval, then £ converges 

uniformly in that interval. 

X 

207. This follows from the uniform convergence of the series £ a^x^' 

XX) y = 0 

in the interval 0 ^ a: ^ X. For then £ is continuous in that interval. 

v=0 

208. {a) a;{I + x)l{l + {h) (1 - x^)/(l -x-h a^)\ 

209. (a) The series is equal to (— — ; 

dx\ X / |*«i 

(6) The series is equal to ^ . 


(e 798) 


40 
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CHAPTER IX 


21 1. ‘zxcotr:x =1 — 2a:- S — - = 1 — 2x- 

,= i V- - a- 


214, 


= 1 - 2 S 
logrr 

ax - 


• f 7 

Jo 1 — a: 

216. (a) V2; (b) V3. 

217. COtllTra: 


T If r 

V- v-''V 

V.„, W 

1 losivT 

S w / , - 

.—1 V- Jo 1 -j- a: 


= 1 


i + +...\ 

: - VH+a;2^22-f-:r2^32-f-a;2 ‘ J 


CHAPTER XI 


218. a; + c — V (a- — y-) — a log ?J. 

y 

.219. ^fcy“ -j- X = 0. 

221. /= . sinCcof — o)-r —. e-pi/,% where 

V(p2-fo-V) V(p2 + coV) 

^ COtJL 

tan 9 = . 

? 

222. a;- — ; time of descent is a^/'Vk. 

a- 

223. Differentiate with respect to x and solve the resulting differential 
equation for p in terms of x: 

y ~ — — and 2 / = ~ -j- c-. 

4x- X 

224. ;c = ^1 H- V(2y 4- c) 4 log(-l 4 V(2^ -f c)). 
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A^bsolute convergence, 369 et seq. 

of integrals, 418. 

Absolute value, 6, 74. 

Acceleration, 100, 292. 

Accumulation, point of, 5S-60. 

— upper and lower points of, 62. 
Addition theorem for logarithm, 169. 
for hyperbolic functions, 185, 

189. 

Algebraic functions, 23, 460, 485. 
Almost periodic functions, 437. 
.•\inplitude of complex number, 74. 

— of ^in•■^ilion, 296, 427, 432. 

Analytic functions, 413. 

Angle between two curves, 264. 
Approximation by polynomials, 321 et 

seq., 423- 

— by trigonometric expressions, 437—56. 

— linear, 349. 

— practical methods of, 342-64. 

Ar sinh. See hiverse Hyperbolic 

F^inctions. 

Arc of curve, 276-So. 

as parameter, 260, 2S2. 

in parametric representation, 278, 

— • — in polar co-ordinates, 280. 

Arc sine. See Inverse Trigonometric 

Functions. 

Archimedean spiral, 290. 

Area, 77-9* 

— extending to infinity, 247. 

— of closed curve, 269-75, 

— of surface, 499. 

— orientation of, 268, 312-4. 
Arithmetic progression, 29. 
Arithmetic-geometric mean, 46. 
Astroid, 267, 290, 31 1. 

Atmospheric pressure, 181. 

Attraction, 298, 306. 

Axes, change of, 265. 

Axiomatic method, 56. 

Beats, 432. 

Bernoulli’s equation, 521. 

— numbers, 422-3, 446. 

— polynomials, 446. 

Bessel’s inequality", 451. 

Bimolecuiar reaction, 231. 

Binomial coefficients, 28, 23, 329. 

— series, 329, 336, 406. 

— theorem, 201. 

Bounded sequence, 38, 45, 60. 


Bounds, upper and lower, 61. 

Boyle’s law, 14, iSi. 

Calculus, applications to scientific 
phenomena, 107-9, -24-6, 

Cardioid, 267, 29c. 

Catenary, 2S0, 288, 29:. 

Catenoid, 2SS, 297. 

Cauchy’s convergence test, 39, 6c. 
for series, 367. 

— form of remainder of Tavlor's serie« 

324. 

— notation tor derivatives. 90, 467. 
Centre of caricature, 2S3, 307-11. 

— of mass, 2S3-4. 29 1 , 497, 49S. 

Chain rule for ditierentiation. 155-5 

202. 

with several variables, 474, 475. 

Change of axes, 265, 

Change of variable, 477-9. See al=. 

Chain Rule. Substitution. 

Circle, centre of mass of arc of. C',.:. 

— involute of, 31c. 

— moment of, 497. 

— parametric representation of, 25 S. 

■ — pedal cun^e of, 267, 29c. 

Circle of convergence, 413. 

Circle of curvature. 2S2, 333-4. 
Circular frequency, 427. 

Closed interval. 15,64- 
Comparison of series, 377-So. 392. 

with an integral, 380-1. 

Compiementan' function, 509. 
Complete integral, 502. 

Complex notation for vibrations, 433 
435- 

— numbers, 73-5. 

— variable, 410—4. 

Compound function, ty3-6, 472-85. 

differentiation of,^ 154, 474, 475. 

Condenser, charging of, 307. 
Conditional convergence. See Con 
vergence. 

Constants, integration, no, 114, 115 
502. 

Contact of curves, 331-3- 
Continuity, 16, 49-751. 54- 63, 244-5. 

— and differentiabiliiy. 79. 

— of functions of two variables, 463-5. 

— of limit, 393. 

— sectional, 43S. 

— uniform, 51, 65. 

Contour lines, 461-2* 
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INDEX 


Convergence, absolute and conditional, 
369-75. 

— circle of, 413. 

— interv'al of, 400. 

— of Fourier series, 439, 447“S5- 

— of improper integrals, 247, 250, 418. 

— of infinite products, 420-2. 

— of integrated series, 394-6. 

— of power series, 399-401. 

— ■ of sequences, 38. 

— uniform, 386-97. 

Convergence tests, 367, 368, 377-81. 
Cauchy’s, 39, 60, 367. 

Leibnitz’s, 370. 

for infinite products, 431. 

for integrals, 248, 250. 

for uniform convergence, 391-2, 

39S. 

Cooling of hot body, 180. 

Cosine, 24-25. See also Trigonometric 
Functions, 

— derivative of, 96, 99. 

— infinite series for, 327-8, 41 1. 

— integral of, 87, 143. 

Cosine series, 440. 

Cotangent, 24-5. See also Trigonometric 
Functions, 

— derivative of, 141. 

— integral of, 208, 214. _ 

— resolution into partial functions, 
444. 

Cube, moment of inertia of, 49S. 
Current, alternating, 433“Si 5®3 ^^9- 

Curvature, centre of, 2S3, 307-1 r. 

— circle of, 282, 333-4- 

— in polar CQ-ordinates, 280 ei seq.y 291. 

— radius of, 2S2, 308. 

Curv’e, area of, 269-75,^ 31 1-4. 

— concavity or convexit>’ of, 158-9. 

— cur\’ature of. See Curvature. 

— derived, 90, 99. 

— equation of normal to, 263. 

— equation of tangent to, 263. 

— evolute of, 283, 307-11. 

— involute of, 309, 310. 

— length of arc of, 276-80. 

— parallel, 291. 

— pedal, 267. 

Curves, angle between, 264. 

— contact of, 33i“3- 

Cycloid, common, 261, 262, 287-8, 29c. 

— evolute of, 310. 

Cycloidal pendulum, 303. 

Cylindroid, 465. 

Decimals, 8, 55. 

Definite integral. See Integrals, 

De MoiiTe’s theorem, 74, 411- 
Density, 122. 

Derivative of compound function, 154, 
474, 475- ^ 

— of implicit function, 483. 

— of inMte series, 396-7. 

— of inverse function, 143. 

— of limit, 156. 

— of product, 137, 302. 

— of quotient, 138, 139. 

—• parametric expression for, 262. 


Derivatives, higher, 99. 

— partial, 466 et seq. 

equality of “ mixed ”, 471. 

— table of, 206. 

Derived curve, 90, 99. 

Difference function, 26. 

— quotient, 90, 102- 
Differentiability, 79, 91, 97, 109, 199- 

201, 244-5, 471.^ 

Differential coefficient. See Derivative, 
Differential equation for elastic vibra- 
tion, 296, 50,2. 

for exponential function, 178. 

for motion on curve, 294, 524-5. 

homogeneous, 503, S04-S, St9“-3i- 

— • — non-homogeneous, 509-12. 
Differentials, 107. 

Differentiation. See Derivative. 
Direction cosines, 263. 

Dirichlet integral, 351-3, 418-9, 450. 
Discontinuity, 51, 71. 

— of derivative, 197 et seq. 

— of functions of two variables, 464-5. 
— ; of integral, 245-9. 

Distortion, 51 1, 518. 

Divergence, 39, 45. See also Conver- 
gence. 

Double integral. See Multiple Integral. 


e 42, 172, 175, 327, 336. 

Elastic vibrations, 295-8, 502 et seq. 
Electric circuit, 182, 433-5, 503 et seq. 
Ellipse, area of, 274. 

— evolute of. 310. 

— length of arc of, 289. 

— ■ moments of, 500. 

— parametric representation of, 25 8. 

— pedal curve of, 267, 290. 

— radius of curvature of, 290. 

Ellipsoid, 485. 

— volume of, 493-4. 

Elliptic integrals, 243-4, 249, 255, 289, 
409- 

Envelope, 308. 

Epicycloid, 267, 31 1. 

Epoch, 427. 

Errors, calculus of, 349-52. 

Euler’s constant, 381. 

— formula, 41 1, 412. 

Even functions, 20. 

Evolute, 283, 307-11. 

Expansion of rod, 14, 351. 

Exponential function, 25, 69, 17 1-7, 

^95- 

as inverse of logarithm, 25-6, 

171. ^ 

as limit, 175. 

continuity of, 69. 

derivative of, 173. 

differential equation for, 178. 

multiplication theorem for, ryi. 

of complex variable, 41 1-14. 

order of magnitude of, 191, 195. 

power series for, 326-71 399, 405. 

Extreme values, 160. See also Maxima 
and Minima. 


Factorial, 251, 361-4. 
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Fall of body, free, 94. | 

on curve, 299-304. ! 

with resistance, 294. 

False position, rule of, 357. 

Fejer kernel, 437. 

Fermat’s principle, 165, 166. 

Folium of Descartes, 267, 290. 

Force, concept of, 293. 

Forced vibrations, 510-6. 

Fourier coefficients, 438. 

Fourier series, 437-56. 

convergence of, 439, 447-56. 

integration of, 455 et seq. 

Free vibrations, 503, 507. 

Frequency, 296, 427. 

— circular, 427. 

— exciting, 513. 

— natural, 507. 

— resonance, 514. 

Fresnel integrals, 253. 

Friction, 294, 502, 507. 

Function, 14. 

— algebraic, 23, 460, 485. 

— almost periodic, 437. 

— analytic, 413. 

— compound, 153-6, 472-85. 

— continuous, 63, 65, 67, 68, 70. 

— differentiable, 91, 97, 109, 199, 244. 

— elementary, 68, 205. 

— even, 20. 

— geometrical representations of, 16, 
71, 258. 

— inverse, 21, 67, 145. 

— monotonic, 19, 20, 106, 135. 

— of a function. See Function^ Com- 
pound. 

— of integral variable, 27. 

— periodic, 425 et seq. 

— rational, 22, 55, 69. 

— sectionally smooth, 438, 439. 

— transcendental, 24, 485. 

— with no Taylor series, 336. 

Function of several variables, 458 et seq. 

— > — continuity of, 463-5. 

derivatives of, 466 et seq. 

geometrical representations of, 

460-2. 

implicit, 480-5. 

Functional determinant, 479, 480. 
Fundamental theorem of algebra, 73. 

—of the differential and integral 

■calculus, 1 14. 

Fundamental vibration, 429. 

Gamma function, 250-1, 418. 
Geometric series, 34, 315, 392,400,407. 
Gradient, 90. 

Graphical integration, 119-121. 

Gravity, 293. 

Gregory’s series, 319, 352, 440, 443. 
Guldin’s rule, 285. 

Half-value period, 180. 

Hanrionic series, 368, 381-2. 
Harmonics, 429-31. 

Hyperbola, 23. 

Hyperbolic functions, 183-9. 

addition theorem for, 185, 189. 


Hyperbolic functions, connexion with 
trigonometric functions, 41 1. 

definition, 1S4. 

derivatives of, 1S6. 

geometrical rerresentaticn of. iSS. 

integration of, 2:4, 

inverse, 186-7, 318,428. 

power series for, 32S. 

rational representation of, 235-6. 

Hyperbolic paraboloid. 460. 

Hypocycloid*, 267, 311. 

Implicit functions, a.So-5. 

Improper intejnd'i. 245-55 4I7~9* 

Indefinite integral, iic— 7. 

Indeterminate expressions. 338-41. 
Indicator diagram, 305. 

Inequality, 12. 

— Bes-sel’s, 451. 

— Schwarz’s, 12, 130, 451. 

Inertia, moment of, 2S6, 49S, 499. 

Infinite discontinuities, 52, 464. 

; of _ integrand, 246-^9. 

Infinite interval of integration, 249-50. 
Infinite products, 419-22. 

Infinite series, 366-417, 422-56. 

Infinity, 33. 

Inflection, points of, 159, 266, 334, 
335- 

Integrals, definite, 76-82, 117. 

— improper, 245-55, 42T“9- 

— indefinite, 110-7. 

— multiple, 4S6-499. 

— numerical calculation of, 343-S. 

— of continuous function, 79, 112, 13:,. 
488. 

— of sum and product, 141. 

— recurrence formula for, 221-5, 241. 

— table of, 206. 

Integrand, So. 

Integration. See also Integrals. 

— by pans, 141, 21S-25. 

— constants of, no, 114, 115, 502. 

— graphical , 1 1 9-2 1 . 

— of Fourier series, 455 et seq. 

— of infinite series, 394-6. 

— of power series, 401. 

— of rational functions, 226-34. 

Interest, 179. 

Intermediate value theorem, 66-7. 
Interval, closed, 15, 64. 

— open, 15. 

Interval of convergence, 400. 

Inverse function, 21, 67. 

derivative, of, 145. 

Inverse hyperbolic functions, 1S6-7 ,3^3, 
408. 

Inverse trigonometric functions, 14S-5X, 
220-1, 243, 319. 4^3. 

Involute, 309, 310. 

Irrational numbers, 6 et seq. 

Irrationality of e, 336. 

Iteration, method of, 35S-60, 

Jacobian, 479, 480. 

Jump discontinuity, 51, 464. 

of integrand, 245. 
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Lagrange's form of remainder of Ta\-lor’s 
series, 324. 

— notation for derivatives, 90. 

Laplace’s equation, 479. 

Lattice points, 13. 

Leibnitz’s convergence test, 370. 
Leibnitz’s notation for definite in- 
tegrals, So, 487. 

for derivati\’es, 90. 

for higher derivatives, 102. 

I.eibnitz’s rule for successive differen- 
tiation, 202. 

Lemniscate, 72. 

— area of, 275-6. 

— length of arc of, 289. 

Level surface, 462. 

Limit, 29, 38, 41, 46, 59. 

— upper and lower, 62. 

Limit curv’es, 3S5. 

Line of support, 270. 

i.ogarithm, addition theorem for, 169. 

— as iiini:, 176. 

— calculation of, 353-4. 

— continuity of, 69. 

— definition as integral, 167. 

— integral of, 208, 220. 

— im-erse of, 25-6, 171. 

— order of magnitude of, 192, 195. 

— power series for, 316-S. 

— values of, 171. 

Logarithmic decrement, 507. 
Logarithmic spiral, 290. 

Mass, centre of, 2S3-4, 291, 497, 49S. 

— distribution of, 122. 

Mass action, law of, 182, 231. 

Maxima and minima, 159-67. 

— relative, 160. 

— sufficient conditions for, 161, 334-5* 
Mean value theorem of differential 

calculus, 102-S, 134. 

generalized, 135, 203. 

Mean value theorem of integral calculus, 
126 et seq. 

generalized, 127. 

second, 256-7. 

Modulus, 6, 74. 

Moment, 283, 2S4, 497, 498. 

— of inertia, 2S6, 498, 499. 

Monotonic functions, 19, 20, 135. 

inverse of, 67. 

sign of derivative of, 106. 

INIonotonic sequences, 40, 61. 

Motion on a given cuiv’e, 293-4, 296, 
304, 524-5. 

Multiple integral, 486-99. 

in polar co-ordinates, 494-9, 

of continuous function, 4S8. 

— — reduction to single integrals, 489- 
93- 

^lultipHcation of series, 408, 415-7- 

Xfeighbourhood, 1 59-60. 

Xewton*s approximation method, 355— 
7, 359* 

— law of cooling, 180. 

of gravitation, 306. 

— notation for derivatives, 262. 


Newton’s second law, 292. 

Normal to curve, 263. 

Number axis, 6. 

Numbers, complex, 73-5. 

— irrational, 6 et seq. 

— prime, 424. 

— rational, 6. 

— real, 8, 

Odd functions, 20. 

Ohm’s law, 182, 434. 

Open interval, 15. 

Order of magnitude, 190-5, 24S-50 
33S et seq. 

Orientation of areas, 26S, 312-4. 
Orthogonality relations of trigono- 
metric functions, 217, 438. 
Oscillations, 53, 54. 

— electrical and mechanical. See Vi- 
brations. 

Osculating circle, 333-4. 

— parabola, 332. 

44, 152- , , . 

— numerical calculation of, 352-3. 

— series for, 319. 

— Wallis’s product for, 223-5, 363, 
445* 

Parabola, 19. 

— area of, 88. 

— length of arc of, 280. 

— osculating, 332. 

— radius of curv’ature of, 280. 

Parabola of higher order, 19, 23. 
Parabola, semicubical, 99, 259, 290. 
Paraboloids, 460, 462. 

Parallel curve, 291. 

Parameter, 258, 260. 

Parametric representation of a curve, 
258 et seq. 

area in, 278. 

length of arc in, 278, 279. 

Partial derivatives, 466 et seq. 

Partial fractions, resolution of cotan- 
gent into, 444. 

resolution of rational functions 

into, 229-34. 

resolution of secant into, 445. 

Partial sums, 366. 

Particular integral, 509. 

Pedal curve, 267. 

Pendulum, cycloidal, 303- 

— ordinar}^ 302, 304, 351. 

Period of vibration, 296, 301, 426, 
427. 

of pendulum, 302, 304, 351. 

Periodic functions, 425 et seq. 

Phase, 427. 

Phase displacement, 427. 

Plane, equation of, 460, 462. 

Polar co-ordinates, 72, 261-2, 265, 267, 

area in, 275. 

curvature in, 280 et seq.^ 291. 

double integrals in, 494-5. 

length of arc in, 280. 

partial derivatives in, 477. 

Polygonal function, 70. 
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Polynomials, 22, 55, 69. 

— derivatives of, 140. 

— in two variables, 459, 464. 

— integration of, 143. 

— Taylor series for, 320-1. 

Power function, definition of, 69, 174. 

derivative of, 94-5, 118, 155, 174. 

graphs of, 33. 

integration of, 84, 85, 128, 176. 

inverse of, 33, 147, 

Power series, 398-413. 

convergence of, 399-401. 

for given functions, 404-10. 

integration and differentiation of, 

401-2. 

multiplication and division of, 

416-7. 

uniqueness of, 403-4. 

with complex terms, 410 et seq. 

Prime numbers, 424. 

Primitive function, 113, 115. 

Principal value of inverse sine function, 
148. 

Probability, specific, 126. 

Products, infinite, 419-22. 

convergence test for, 421, 

Quadratic function, 23. 

definite, 227. 

Radian measure, 24. 

Radioactive disintegration, 180. 

Radius of curyamre, 282, 308. 

Range of definition, 45 8. 

Ratio test, 378. 

Rational functions, 22, 55, 69. 

differentiation of, 140. 

integration of, 226-34. 

of two variables, 459, 464. 

order of magnitude of, 195. 

resolution into partial fractions, 

229-34. 

Rational numbers, 6. 

Rational representation of hyperbolic 
functions, 235-6. 

of trigonometric functions, 234-5, 

240. 

Real numbers, 8. 

Rearrangement of series, 372—5. 
Recording instruments, 517. 

Rectangle rule, 343. 

Rectifiability, 276, 277. 

Recurrence formulae, 221-5, 241. 
Reflection, law of, 164-5. 

.Refraction, law of, 165-6. 

Remainder of Taylor series, 322-5. 
Resonance, 514 et seq. 

Revolution, surface of, 285. 

Rolle’s theorem, 104-5. 

Root test, 378, 379. 

Roots of unity, 75. 

Rotation, 265, 273, 477. 

Saddle point, 462. 

Schwarz’s inequality, 12, 451. 

for integrals, 130. 

Secam, 24. See also Trigonometric 
functions. 


Secant, integral of, 215. 

— resolution into partial fractions, 
Sectionaily continuous, 43 S. 

— smooth, 43S. 

Sense of description of cur're, 260. 
Sequences, 2S. 

— bounded, 38, 45. 60. 

— convergent, 38. 

— limits of, 59. 

— monotonies 40, 61. 

— of functions. 383 et seq. 

Series, Fourier. See FaiuicY series. 
Series, infinite, 366-417, 422-56. 

also Co?jferqence; Fazrer 
Fourier Series. 

absolutely conve<rgcnt, 36>,i ti 

and improper ir.tegrai^. 417-2 

parison of, 377-^0. 3^ 

v!th integrals. 3:^0-:. 

definition of converaence for, 

366-7. 

differentiation of, 396-7. 

integration of, 394-6, 401. 

multiplication cf. 40S. 425-7. 

of functions, 3S3 et seq. 

operations with, 376. 

rearrangement of. 372-5. 

uniformly converuent, 3S9-92. 

Series, power. See Pitr.tr Series. 

— Taylor. See Taylor Strits. 

Simple hamionic vibriiiion«. See 

Sinusoidal I 'idratio?!S . 

Simpson’s rule, 344-5. 

Sine, 24-5. See also Trigonorsieirk 
Functions. 

— derivative of, 96, 99. 

— infinite product for, 420, 421. 445. 

— infinite series for, 3 2 7-8, 41 1. 

—3 integral of, S6-7, 143. 

Sine series, 440. 

Sinusoidal vibrations, 296. 427 et seq.. 

507. 

complex notation for, 433, 435. 

Smooth, sectionaily, 43 8. 

Specific heat, 123- 
Specific probability, 126. 

Sphere, equation of, 460, 462. 

• — volume of, 495 . 

Snrir-. strotchir.rr of, 306. 

.Straight -ir.o r equation of, 262. 
.Subsuivition, :;:t.:hcd of, 207-18, 253. 
Sums, upper and lower, 78. 
Superposition of vibrations, 42S et seq., 

435» 510,517. 

Surface, anahTiical representation ot, 
460 et seq. 

— area of curved, 499. 

Tangent formnl.';. 34.U 
Tanizen: iraiv.-nom-t-'i r. 350. 

Tangent to curve, equation of, 263. 
Tangent (trigonometrical), 24-5. Sec 
also Trigonometric Functions. 

derivative of, 141. 

integral of, 208, 214. 

power series for, 423. 

Taylor series, 325, 398 et seq., 404. 
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Taylor series, remainder of, 324. 
Taylor’s theorem, 320-3. 

Time as parameter, 260. 

Torus, 291. 

Tractris, 291. 

Transcendental functions, 24, 485. _ 
Trapezoid formula, 343. 

Trigonometric fimctions, 24, 48, 

differentiation of, 96, 140. 

exponential expressions for, 41 1- 

413* 

integration of, 86-7, 143, 214. 

inverse, 14S-51, 243, 319? 407 “ 8 > 

412. 

power series for, 327-8, 411. 

rational representation of, 234-5, 

Trigonometric summation formula, 

436. 

Undetermined coefBcients, method of, 
201, 232, 404-6. 

Uniform continuity, 51, 65. 

Uniform com^ergence, 386-97. 

tests for, 39172, 398. 

Unimolecular reaction, 1S2. 

Uniqueness of power series, 403—4. 


Uniqueness of solution of differential 
equation, 508. 

Variable, 15. 

— change of, 477-9. See also Chain 
Rule, Substitution. 

— complex, 410-4. 

Variables, separation of, 523. 

Variation of parameters, 522. 

Velocity, 93, 292. 

Vibrations, 295 et seq., 426 et seq., 502 
et seq. 

— sinusoidal, 427 et seq., 507. 

complex notation for, 433, 435. 

damped, 507. 

forced, 510-6. 

free, 503, 507. 

superposition of, 428 et seq., 435, 

510, 517*^ 

Volume, 486 et seq. 

Wallis’s product, 22375, 363, 445. 
Weierstrass’ approximation theorem, 
423. 

— principle, 58. 

Work, 304-7. 

Zeta function, 380-2, 420, 421-2. 




